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. . . is Here!
Saturday & Sunday,  

September 23rd & 24th from 9 am to 4 pm
Each year Quilting in the Garden at Alden Lane Nursery is a  showcase for the 

amazing art of quilting. This year is shaping up to be another  incredible year. 

Edyta Sitar of Laundry Basket Quilts is our featured artist. 
As the founder and owner of her company, Laundry Basket 

Quilts (www.laundrybasketquilts.com), Edyta is proud 
to carry on her family tradition that fabrics and threads 
have seamlessly stitched together through the genera-
tions. Her true passion and quilter’s spirit shine through 

her classes, workshops, and presentations. We are excited 
to show Edyta’s quilts at this year’s show.

This year we will also feature guest artist Debby Schnabel. Debby Schnabel has 
worked in various types of fiber arts her whole life – from spinning and knitting, through 

cross stitch and needlepoint, and now quilting and occasionally rug hooking. Debby’s quilts 
will be in a special display in the greenhouse for the weekend. 

Both of our featured artists will be teaching this year, so see our website for more exciting 
class opportunities. 

Our enormous and 
beautiful heritage oaks serve as 
both support  structure and back-
ground for this wonderful 2-day 
display of color. The quilts go up 
by 9:00 each morning supported 
by dozens of quilt lines, and come 
down each night. We’d love to have 
your quilts in the show as well. If 
you are  interested in  
entering this year’s show, see 
our website: aldenlane.com, and 
click under events to the Quilting 
in the Garden tab to get the entry 
form! 

Joining us on Friday,  
September 22nd from 8:30-12:30 
is Absolutely Sharp. This great 
company can sharpen anything you 
need. Perfect to get your  quilting 
scissors ready to go. They will be 
set up in the front of the nursery 
ready to  sharpen anything for you 
while you’re in class, or if you’re 
coming back for  Quilting in the 
Garden the next day they’ll have 
them ready for you to pick up. 
Check out their website for all the 
many items they can sharpen and 
pricing at www.absolutelysharp.
com.

Join Us For Tomato Tasting
September 16th & 17th, 1:00 - 4:00 pm each day

Come taste dozens of homegrown tomato varieties. Take notes on the ones  
you’ll want to grow next year. 



Sign Up for the Alden Lane Nursery's E-Newsletter. Take 30 seconds and sign up today for our email   version of the 
newsletter. Go to www.aldenlane.com and follow the prompts. 

ImprovIng SoIl naturally
plant a Cover Crop

Cover crops are fast growing plants that are utilized by farmers and gardeners for one or more of their beneficial 
qualities and not usually intended as food crops.

A gardener will usually work these crops into the soil or remove them before they set seed. A healthy garden can 
 benefit in several ways when cover crops are included in the annual rhythm of sowing and reaping.

It seems that for most any problem, there is a cover crop solution. Try one and you’ll notice over time how much 
 better your garden performs with less input of extra water, fertilizer, and insecticide. Cover crops are the natural choice 

for a naturally better garden.
Some crops add nitrogen to the soil, pulling it from thin air. Others pull 

up minerals from deep underground and  concentrate it in the topsoil where 
plants can utilize. Other cover crops work like a rototiller to loosen heavy soils 
with their vigorous roots.

How to Get Started with Cover Crops
Cultivate the soil to a depth of about 1 inch and rake out any large debris 

or weeds. Sow the seeds at the rate recommended on the packet. Seeds can 
usually be  
scattered evenly. After sowing, tamp down the soil lightly to create good 
contact between seed and soil. Water immediately after sowing, and keep the 
area moist until your plants 
emerge. After establishment, 
most cover crops require mini-
mal additional water.

It is usually best to cut 
down or incorporate cover 
crops before they  
produce seed. Cut or till the 
plants just as they begin to 
flower or before. Small plants 
can be directly tilled into your 
soil. Larger plants can be cut 
down with a weed trimmer 
or mower and left on the soil 
surface to dry for a few days before they are tilled in.

We carry an  assortment of cover crop seeds from  Botanical  Interests as well 
as larger bags of fava beans, clover, alfalfa, vetch and more.

a Honey Inspired Collection
  12 oz. jar of Alden Lane Honey   Naked Bee Lotion

  Bee Happy Kitchen Towel   Beeswax Candle

A $58.96 
Value

No purchase 
 necessary. 
No need to 
be  present 
to win!
Drawing 
to be held 
September 
30, 2017.

Honey Inspired Collection
September 2017

Name: _____________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________  

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

 Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter online.
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Fall is a great time to refresh the soil in your vegetable 
garden especially if you are planting a winter garden. 
Bumper Crop or Gold Rush will replenish the fertility of 
your soil as well as enhance the texture. Bumper Crop and 
Gold Rush include 15% Chicken manure. See our Recipe 
for Good Garden Soil in this issue.

September is a wonderful time to set out winter 
 vegetables and flowers. You can plant carrots or 
 radishes from seed. Mid-month we’ll have the full range 
of transplants available.

Chrysanthemums just say “Fall”! By mid month 
we’ll have many wonderful colors to choose from. Use in 
the garden, for pots and for seasonal indoor decorating. 
New this year, our fantastic local grower has added new 
 varieties of mums sure to brighten up your fall garden. 
Come in and check out what’s new.

Revitalize your lawn now with these easy steps: thatch, 
aerate, add Iron Sulfate, Gypsum, Master Start Fertilizer 
and topdress with Gold Rush, water in with GroMore’s 
E-Z Wet. It’s also a great month to plant a brand new lawn.

Sow flower seeds. Many wildflowers and spring  annuals 
grow from seeds planted now. Try Sweet Peas, California 
Poppy, Bachelor Button, and Alyssum. 

Feed your fruit trees that are leafless in the winter, one 
last time until March for increased vigor in the spring. Use 
Master’s Fruit and Vine Food. Remember to feed citrus 
monthly year around.

Attend to acid loving plants such as camellias, 
 gardenias and azaleas now. Feed them this month with 
Master’s Camellia, Azalea, Gardenia Food. In October 
start feeding with Master Bloom 0-10-10 Fertilizer monthly 
through March.

Bring in houseplants that have summered outdoors 
before the nights get too cool. Wash them off thoroughly 
with warm water and check for hitchhiking pests.

Fall is a great time to plant old fashioned favorites such 
as hollyhock, Canterbury bells, and foxgloves.  Planting 
them now will ensure a beautiful spring.

It’s A Fall Fun  
Kid’s Tour!

It’s an hour of pure fun for your kids. They will . . .
 Take a hayride
 Plant a seed
 Tour the farm 
 See the  Pollinator 

Barn
 Learn about owls 

and their special 
role at the farm 

 Go apple fish-
ing 

 Visit the 
pumpkin 
patch to choose the perfect Jack O' Lantern 

 Get a goodie bag 

. . . all for $10.00 per child. 

Minimum group size is 15. Maximum is 25.
Call to reserve a spot early as this books up quickly.

2018 Fruit Tree Sale!
Book Early & Save

You can pre order & pre pay for your fruit trees from now until  November 
5th and get a 20%  DISCOUNT OFF our 2018 fruit tree prices. Come in 
a pick up a 2018 Price List and Order Form to select the varieties you’ve 
been longing to add to your back yard orchard. The list and order form are 
 available online too – www.aldenlane.com. Trees arrive mid-January.

Fabulous Fall Festival 
Coming in October! 

Mark your calendars for our Fall Festival on 
October14th&15th•11am-4pm. 
See you there!! Check our website for our 

 scarecrow building contest categories.

Our tours will be held on October 10th - 12th, 17th - 19th, and 24th - 26th. 



Seize the Season!
With Fall officially rolling in this month on the calendar (though maybe not on the thermometer), it’s time to 

design and plant your cool season garden!
Your wheelbarrow is brimming with broccoli,  cauliflower, beet seeds, carrots, green leafy lettuces, kale, chard, 

cabbage, snow peas, snap peas, mustards, garlic bulbs, onion bulbs, and shallots. Now what? Take a moment to 
envision how and where you can enhance your landscape by sowing this bounty. 
•	 Create a welcoming entry statement in your garden with a small gate or pergola. This marks your garden 

as a special “place”. 
•	 Layout your crops with an eye for pattern. Plant colorful lettuces in a square instead of straight rows. 

Use cabbages to punctuate the corners. Border them with herbs or annuals – why not edible annual flowers 
like violas or nasturtiums? Or try a dynamic arrangement of diagonals or chevron patterns to lead your eye 
through the garden.

•	 Add exclamation marks to the center of your plantings. Taller flowering herbs like dill or fennel or 
 yarrow can give you some height while attracting all  important pollinators. Or use a decorative structure such 
as a painted tee pee, a wire obelisk, colorful tomato cage or ornate trellis. 

•	 Plan tidy pathways made of bark or gravel to surround and organize your beds. No water use here. Put a 
couple of layers of overlapping cardboard underneath to keep down weeds.

•	 Subdivide the interior space of large beds with an arrangement of stepping stones. Alden Lane has a 
beautiful collection of natural slate stepping stones. Please protect your young tender seedlings from our still 
high temperatures with frequent watering and some shade during the hottest part of the day. Enrich your soil 
before planting with G & B Organic compost and Sure Start organic fertilizer.

Weren’t the Pluots heavenly this year? Don’t forget the after harvest fruit tree feeding. A good deep soak (15 
 gallons of water) followed by fertilizing with Master’s Fruit Tree fertilizer promotes vitality during the spring 
 flowering and fruit set season. Add a shovelful of worm castings or chicken manure around each tree to condition 
 the soil. 

Rose Show  Special!
We’d like to inspire you 

to bring roses in from your 
 garden, so  anyone  bringing 
a cut rose to display in our 
 Annual Rose Show will 
 receive a coupon good for 
$5.00 OFF the price of ANY 
plant in the nursery of a  
$10 value or more! Cut roses 
must be entered on October 
8th by 10:00 a.m. MUST 
REDEEM COUpON By 
 NOvEMBER 30, 2017. 

Pick Up Your  
2018 Rose List Today!

This is the month to drop by the nursery and  
pick up your 2018 Rose List. Pre-orders are now 
 being taken through  December 1st for the 2018 

 season and Earn a DISCOUNT  
at the time of order.

There are lots of new and exciting roses to pick 
from! Most pre-ordered roses will be available for 

pick-up starting in mid- December.

Come & Enjoy Our  
24th Annual Fall Rose Show

Saturday,	October	7th,	1:00	-	5:00	p.m.		•		Sunday,	October	8th,	9:00	a.m.	-	4:00	p.m.		 
Awards given out at 3:00 p.m. 

Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane, Livermore, 925-447-0280. 
This show is co-sponsored by the Mt. Diablo Rose  Society & Alden Lane Nursery

Public Entries Welcome! Roses can be entered on Sat., October 7th from 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.
HINT: Cut the stems long. We can shorten them up when you arrive. 

Be prepared to delight in the sights and fragrance of  hundreds of beautiful roses. Bring your note 
pad so you can jot down those v arieties you can’t live without. And, don’t  forget, you can pre-order 

and  purchase your favorites and Earn a Discount until the first of December. See you there!



Great Ideas for Fall 
from Alden Lane!

Yummy Pumpkin Cobbler is back from plentiful  pantry. 
A quick and easy way to serve dessert at your next party or 
gathering with the girls. Try the Apple Cobbler or the sinfully 
delicious White Chocolate Raspberry Cheese Cake too! 

Looking for 
 inspiration this fall? 
We have cement stones engraved with uplifting phrases, perfect for a 
front door or in the garden. We also have reclaimed wood panels for indoors 
that express words of love and joy. They are made right here in the USA in the 
great state of Wisconsin. 

Take Harriet the Pig home to your garden. She's happy and ready for a 
belly scratch. She's one of our many concrete animal sculptures that reside 
outside! No need to feed! 

Get ready, our Fashion Boutique will be up and running for the Quilt 
Show! We have found many new vendors and have some of your favorites from 
the past such as Sol Mate Socks and Noelle shawls and scarves. Embroidered 
purses and fringe are all the rage for this season! 

We’ll see you 
soon here at 
Alden Lane. 

painted pinecone 
Wreath

Saturday, October 28th 
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

Come and make a colorful fall or Christmas masterpiece 
for your home. These pinecones resemble beautiful  flowers 
and are filled in between with soft, colorful reindeer moss. 
The wreaths will last for years to come and will be a unique 
addition to your home – designed by YOU! 

The cost for making this beautiful wreath is $42.00 plus 
tax which includes all instructions and materials. Please 
sign up by October 25th to reserve your space.



Bulb layering for a Beautiful Spring!
Fall planted, spring blooming bulbs are 

 arriving every day. With the weather cooling it’s 
time to plant bulbs. We are planting buckets, 
bathtubs, pots and baskets now for spring color. 
We have been enjoying this process for a number 
of years and discovered a few tips that make the 
process successful and enjoyable. 

A bigger pot is a better pot, we prefer a pot 
14" wide and at least 12" deep. 

The simple containers are filled entirely with 
one type of bulb. Some like the busier, cottage-
garden-like containers. These are stuffed full 
with a variety of different bulbs scheduled to 
bloom at different times. 

Inspired by a visit to Filoli gardens in 
 Woodside, across the bay, we will often plant 
up pots full of a single color tulip. Tulips are 
selected and then refrigerated for at least six 
weeks and remain in the fridge until the outside 
temperatures drop. Planting a single variety in a 
pot makes the biggest splash as they all bloom at 
the same time, subsequent pots can be planted 
and ready to pull into view as the earliest bloom 
and fade and the new ones reach their prime. Fill 
pots with potting soil and plant the tulips 3-4" 
deep. And space them so there is about inch of 
soil between them (regular bulb spacing does not 
apply when planting in containers). Water them 
and keep them in a cool spot till leaves fully 

emerge, then grow them out in a brighter spot. 
Daffodils can be grown the same way as tulips, but they need to be 

planted deeper. As a rule of thumb, bulbs are planted 2-3 times the 
 diameter of the bulbs (for some daffodils that can be 5 to 7" deep).

For a really enjoyable project, try layering bulbs in a deep pot. If 
you have a deep pot, at least 14", you can have three layers of bulbs 
plus a layer of violas or pansies overhead. Choose from the following 
 alternatives: 
Bottom layer: Daffodils
Middle layer: Tulips, Hyacinth, Miniature Daffodils
Top layer: Crocus, Muscari, Freesia

Check Weed growth Early!
Gardening becomes easier when weeds are kept under control. For weed prevention, timing is everything — pre-

vent several weeds now.
Many weed seeds, depending on variety, will sprout naturally in the garden or lawn either in late fall or in early 

spring. These pesky weeds get a signal as the temperatures drop and the first fall rains arrive, or as the weather 
warms in spring. 

You can save yourself labor and blisters by applying, a weed preventer now, before fall sprouting weeds emerge 
from their seeds and take root in your garden. 

Prevent Annual Bluegrass, Oxalis, Clover, and other weeds using Bonide Crabgrass and Weed Preventer for 
either lawn or landscape areas. We also have organic options for prevention including Concern Weed Preventer made 
from corn. Come in for details.



recipe for good garden Soil!
good garden Soil Starts Here!!

For each 100 square feet add: 
 10 cubic ft. of soil conditioner: Master Gold Rush or  
Bumper Crop ® (5 - 8 bags).
 5 lbs. Iron Sulfate to acidify and add iron.
 10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food, 
Master Formula 49 can be used for ground  covers. 
 40 lbs. Gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds  sulfur & 
calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)

Mix well with your soil to an 8" depth and water well. 

Jewels in the garden
Like colorful jewels sparkling on a necklace, the first bulbs to arrive for fall 

planting here at Alden Lane are sparkly and spectacular. Bulbs in the landscape, 
like jewels on a gold chain, add glimmer to the setting and they surprise with 
color when the light hits them just right. 

Many of the bulbs arriving now are water-wise and California friendly. They 
go into the ground now and bloom in spring with jewel-toned colors.

“Dig, drop, and done”, as the saying goes. These bulbs are easy to plant. Let 
 nature care for them over winter and be surprised when they bloom in Spring!
Bearded Iris: Colorful, bold and impressive, Bearded Iris are quite forgiving 
and require a minimum of maintenance. That is because their rhizomes (bulbs) 
are actually nutrient “storage” areas. Like camels, Bearded Iris can tolerate 
periods of benign neglect and are quite drought tolerant because they have this 
reserve storage that gets them through. But, rhizomes are both their strength 
and their weakness. Rhizomes are quite sensitive to moisture so be sure to keep 
them well drained and NEVER over water.
Freesia: Known for being quite fragrant, freesias are nice planted among low 
groundcover plants where their floppy nature can be well supported. They also 
work well in containers. Plants bloom at about a foot high in late spring. Full 
sun. 
Watsonia: Bold, spikes of Gladi-
olus type flowers, Watsonia makes a 
great cut flower. It looks best when 
allowed to develop large clumps. It 
reaches to 3 or 4' in height; plant in 
full or  morning sun.
Sparaxis: Clusters of kaleido-
scope-like patterned and colored 
flowers fill this plant that can reach 
up to 2' wide. A spectacular addi-
tion to borders, rock gardens, and 
container  plantings, Sparaxis is 
typically less than a foot tall.
Anemone: Also known as Wind 
Flowers, these are some of the first 
to bloom in spring. Soak your bulbs 
for a few hours in lukewarm water 
to "wake them up". Dig area and 
plant the anemones 1"-2" down. 
Water well, soaking the area again 
after planting.
Ranunculus: Another early bloomer. These truly  
magnificent, rose-like  blossoms are wonderful as cut flowers.  
They bloom in a profusion of colors. Don’t Forget autumn 

Flowers!! 
If you haven’t made plans to perk up your  seasonal 

 flowerbeds do so today. Alden Lane  Nursery has a full 
range of transitional annuals that bridge the seasons. For 
instance, vinca, 
marigolds and cosmos 
will add vibrancy 
until the cold weather 
really settles in the 
area. Some of the 
fall line-up includes 
pansies, violas, stock, 
snapdragons, Iceland 
poppies and alyssum. 
Use our Recipe For 
Good Garden Soil. 

Announcements
•	 Watch the valley Gardener on 

TV30 for great gardening tips with 
host Jacquie Williams- Courtright 
at 7:30 am and 1:30 p.m. Monday 
-  Friday and  repeated on Saturday 
at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and 1:30 pm 
&  Sunday at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and 
1:00 & 4:00 pm. Go to tv30.org for 
more information.

•	 Bonsai Club meetings: 3rd 
Saturday of each month – 2 p.m. 
at Alden Lane Nursery. Come one, 
come all! 

•	 Attention Rose Lovers! The 
Annual Rose Show will be held 
October 7th and 8th at Alden 
Lane Nursery. All are welcome 
and  encouraged to enter and share 
their lovely roses. Mark your 
calendars for this fun and great 
event. See inside for details.

•	 The	Mt. Diablo Rose Society 
meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Dublin Civic Center. On 
 September 13th you can listen 
to Beverly Rose Hopper talk 
about public rose gardens and her 
successful effort to save the San 
Jose Municipal Rose Garden and 
her work at the Plymouth Pioneer 
Heritage Rose Garden.

•	 The	Livermore Amador valley 
 Garden Club will meet  Thursday, 
September 14th at 7 p.m. at 
the Alisal Elementary School 
multi-purpose room, 1454 Santa 
Rita Road, Pleasanton. Visitors 
welcome. Bill “the Bulb Baron” 
will speak on bulbs that work for 
problem soils and other hostile 
conditions. Visit www.LAVGC.org.



981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280 
aldenlane.com

Nursery Hours
8:30 to 6:00 Daily

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT #274
Livermore, CA

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly
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HOW TO FIND 
ALDEN LANE 

NURSERY

SPECIAL COUPON

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief 
agencies. One coupon per family, please!
Offer Good September 1-30, 2017.

Have you been longing  
for that fountain, birdbath or specimen 
tree? This is a great way to save on  
that special garden accent or anything  
else in the Nursery.
May be applied to all except sod, sale items, multiple priced 
merchandise and special orders.

 25% OFFANY ONE REGULARLY  PRICED ITEM IN STOCK

Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item 
      TO RECEIVE

Nursery Labor Day Hours: Monday, September 4th — 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.


