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Celebrating Art under the Oaks!
July 15th & 16th • 11 am – 4 pm

Don’t miss this great event here at Alden Lane. This year we are 
 showcasing regional artists that are new to Art  Under the Oaks, and 
many of your favorites from previous years. 

There will be lots of other activities at the show too! Up to seven local 
wineries will be here for wine tasting and for $10 you can sample five 
tastes and get an Art Under the Oaks wine glass. 

We will have local musicians providing music outside under the trees 
during show hours. 

In our Kid’s Club Area under the fallen oak, we will offer a free art 
project for kids to make a little art of their own! Also for the kids, 
the Tri Valley Woodcarvers will be in the Seasons building for soap 
 carving.

Our Young Artists Pallet Paint Contest is 
here again this year. Artists ages 15 and up will have 
a chance to create painted artwork on a pallet on 
 Saturday only from 11 am - 4 pm. Pallet and paint 
 provided by Alden Lane, you bring the creativity! 

Painted pallets can be purchased through a silent 
auction on Sunday. Pallets will go to the highest 
 bidder and all monies will be donated to Livermore 
High School’s art program. Call to reserve your pallet 
today – 925-447-0280! 

Livermore High School will be displaying student 
artwork. Some of their work will be for sale. Come see 
what these talented young artists have created! 

You can participate in hourly $25 gift card raffles 
and have a chance to win the Grand Prize of original 
art awarded at 4:00 pm on Sunday. At 3:00 pm each 
day a bonsai plant will be raffled. 

Select nursery items will be on sale for this event. 
Admission is Free and so is parking!  Additional 

Free parking is available at Granada Baptist Church’s 
overflow parking lot on Concannon  Boulevard – Free 
Shuttle to and from the Show! Call Alden Lane at 
925-447-0280 for more information or visit our website 
at www.aldenlane.com. 

20% Off Sale During Art Under The Oaks Weekend . . .
. . . on all remaining deciduous fruit trees, grapes, berries and roses (except Carpet Roses).  

Hurry for the best selection!



Crape Myrtle is just the tree for the 
Livermore Valley. It loves hot sun 

 and blooms bountifully!

Planting supplies include:
  5 gallon Crape Myrtle tree
  1 - 2 cu. ft. bag of Planting Mix
  #5 Master Start Fertilizer

A $81.97 Value
No purchase  necessary. Need not be  
present to win. Drawing held on  
July 31, 2017.

CRAPE MYRTLE
July 2017

Name: _____________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________  

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

 Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter online.

Win A 5 Gallon Crape Myrtle 
Win a Crape Myrtle (tree form) plus Planting Supplies

It is the perfect water wise tree for a small garden or patio, or a flowerful accent in the garden. 

Fairy Garden Workshop (and Dinosaurs, too!)
Saturday, July 29th, 10 to 11:30 am

Put some creative FUN into your life and join us in making a Fairy Garden 
(or Dinosaur Habitat). 

This miniature garden comes with a 10" terracotta pot, an assortment of 
outdoor miniature plants of your choice, soil, and a wonderland of colored 
gravels, stones, jewels, logs, trees for swings, rocks, shells, mosses – and of 
course, a fairy chair (or 2 dinosaurs).

We have lots of pictures for inspiration, and other tempting miniature 
 accessories for sale. 

This is a great parent-grandparent/child activity, or get a bunch of your 
friends together for some Fairy bonding fun. No matter what, we guarantee a 
good time! Fairy Dust included! 

Cost is $38.00 plus tax. Call our cashiers at Alden Lane (925) 447-0280. We 
can only take paid reservations, as space is limited.

Fairy 
Doors 

Saturday, August 5th, 10 to 11:30 am
Join the Fairy Door Fun! We have all the elements to create the perfect, 

magical fairy door for your backyard – or for the kid in your life. You will get a 
custom made wooden fairy door approx. 8" x 6" (several shapes are  available) 
and all the doo-dads to embellish your special threshold into the fairy 
 kingdom. This class is for kids 5 to 105, and you can do it as a team of child 
and adult. Invite the good fortune of fairies into your dwelling space and make 
magic happen! 

The cost is $22.00 plus tax. Please sign up by August 3rd to reserve your 
space. You can sign up over the phone at (925) 447-0280 or in person at the 
Alden Lane cashiers.
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Get Ready 
to Visit 

Scotland!
Enjoy the beauty of the 

 Scottish countryside, tour 
magnificent  gardens, and 
relish the experience of a 

lifetime. 
Plans are well underway for an August visit to Scotland. 

Join us August 24 to September 2, 2017.  
For more information contact Michele at Destinations Unlimited,  
Pleasanton, CA 94566, (925) 462-0402, michele@travel-desk.com. 

Mulching makes the summer easier on your garden. It 
retains moisture and helps minimize weeds. Use a four-inch 
layer of micro, black or shredded bark for the best results. 

Spruce up the garden with pots of red-white-blue petu-
nias for the holiday. We have lots of instant color flowers to 
make holiday parties and barbeques all the more enjoyable. 
Shop early because the nursery will be closed on July 4th.

If you’re looking for something to do on a warm summer 
night – visit the fair. The Alameda County Fair houses 
some beautiful landscape exhibits. It runs until July 9th. 
If you’re looking for bargains on plants attend the closing 
day garden exhibit sale from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. We’ll have a 
Post Fair Sale back at the Nursery starting July 12th.

This is a great time to enjoy water gardening. It can be 
as small as a large pot or as grand as an in ground pond. 
We have the supplies!

Pay a little extra attention to your roses this month, 
water deeply and mulch around the root zone. 

Tasty crunchy vegetables, juicy tomatoes, crisp peppers and 
tender beans all benefit from regular fertilizing  during 
their growing season. We recommend Master Nursery 
Vegetable Food or E.B. Stone. 

Look out for cucumber beetles! They are active and 
hungry during the late summer. These green ladybug look 
alikes eat all but the veins of leaves and flowers, leaving 
lace like skeletons and devouring whole plants in no time. 
Use GardenTech Sevin or Captain Jack’s Spinosad for 
the best results. 

Plant Crape Myrtles now. These sun and heat loving 
summer bloomers come in shrub and tree form. Choose 
from white, red, lavender and many shades of pink. 

Pre-Order 2018  
Fruit Trees at Art 
Under the Oaks

July 15 & 16
Now is the time to pre-order your fruit 

trees for arrival mid-January 2018. Pre-
orders can be placed anytime from July 1st 
through November 5th. 

Stop by the information counter any time 
after July 1st and pick up a copy of the pre-
order list and pre-order form. 

Enjoy a 20% discount for early orders. 

Just Think . . .  
Your Own Farm Fresh Tree Ripened Fruit

Admittedly the grocery store 
is a convenience and for the more 

adventurous a farmer’s market has more 
taste and unusual varieties available but the best 

of the best? Well that’s just plain homegrown! For years 
Alden Lane Nursery has worked with Dave Wilson Nursery 
to purchase best varieties of fruit trees, berries and grapes 
for the valley area. There’s nothing like the taste of fresh 
peach plucked from your own tree – warm, juicy and sweet 
or a warm, fragrant slice of apple pie made with apples from 
a tree you planted and nourished while it grew. 

Check with us at Alden Lane for the right varieties for 
your home orchard. We’re all about home orchard culture 
that is different from commercial ventures. It’s about having 
fruit in the garden throughout the summer and fall seasons 
because you’ve planted varieties that produce one right after 
the other. It’s about taking advantage of the space you have 
to plant and recommending espaliers, four trees in one hole, 
hedgerows or whatever it takes to bring you 
the rewards of the best experience you’ve ever 
had plucking an apricot from your own tree 
and melting into the sweet taste. Ahhhh, now 
that’s heaven.

Notes for July Gardening



Thyme for Edible Landscape Design
An old shiny silver orb sitting atop a tomato cage graces our small Veg-

gie Demonstration Garden at the nursery. Why on earth is it there? Does it 
reflect more light around so the plants grow better? is it a bird deflector? A 
fun house mirror for the squirrels? All good reasons, but no, not really. 

It’s just an impromptu decoration for the garden – simple, charming 
and eye catching. Helping to add some height to the initially short plants, 
it makes a nice focal point for your eyes to rest on. Do we care if the veggie 
garden has a focal point? Well, it is one way to bring in some thoughtful 
style to your yard, which can ramp up your enjoyment of it. When you are 
sitting out in your yard on one of our delicious summer evenings after you 
have just enjoyed some of your garden’s bounty, take a look around and 
envision some of these ideas to enhance your yard for the next season:

Focal Points – Add some interest. Make it fun . . . or elegant or modern or Japanese or gnomish or whatever your 
personal style is. Think colorful glazed pottery, metal artwork for the fence or wall; simple painted bamboo teepees for 

cucumbers and beans to climb; a burbling fountain alive with glinting splashing 
water. 

Evergreen/Deciduous – Play off deciduous and evergreen plants with 
each other. Wow does Sweet Bay Laurel make a beautiful hedge or tree (use the 
leaves fresh for seasoning!), and it pairs so nicely with other edibles which go 
dormant during winter months, such as blackberries, raspberries, dwarf peaches 
and  nectarines, and even figs. Other good looking edible evergreen trees or small 
shrubs are Loquat, Chilean Guava (the variegated variety is uber gorgeous), 
Strawberry Guava and Kumquat.

Why not companion plant a row of deciduous fruit trees (apples, plums, pears, 
etc.) with some evergreen flowering shrubs that attract our pollinator friends? 
Ceanothus, rosemary, manzanita, grevillea and alyssum are all terrific choices to 
help with fruit set.

Edging – Neaten up and define the borders of beds with a nice little 
 planting of thyme. Or chives or even some of the greens like chard or colorful 
lettuces.

Layout – Create spaces in your planting areas as places for you to be in, 
instead of long static rows.

Bedding Classes 
4 Sunday, July 9th at 2:00 p.m.
 How to  maintain veggies  during hot  temperatures. 

We’ll  discuss  mulching and shade  protection. 

4 Sunday, August 13th at 2:00 p.m.
 Soil  preparation for Fall  veggies. What vegetables 

are  coming in  September.

 If you are planning more than one raised 
bed for veggies, why not arrange them with 
space in the middle between them for a small 
bistro table and chairs (or that focal point). You 
can use gravel or flagstones for the flooring. 
Use a triangle plant spacing for a lusher look.

Start small or with an overhaul – Plan 
one or two weekend projects, or develop a 
whole new master plan. It’s all about  increasing 
your enjoyment of your own little piece of the 
 neighborhood, while harvesting the freshest 
possible produce ripe from your own yard!



 

Announcements
•	 Watch the Valley Gardener on 

TV30 for great gardening tips with 
host Jacquie Williams- Courtright 
at 7:30 am and 1:30 p.m. Monday 
-  Friday and  repeated on Saturday 
at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and 1:30 pm 
&  Sunday at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and 
1:00 & 4:00 pm. View online at 
tv30.org.

•	 Fremont Garden Club meets 
the 3rd Wednesday of each 
month  February – October. Guest 
 speakers, field trips,  annual garden 
tea. For more information, go to 
fremontgardenclub.org or email  
fremontgardenclub98@gmail.com. 

•	 Plan	to	attend	the	Alameda 
 County Fair – June 16 to July 9. 
(The fair is closed on Mondays.) 
For more info:  
www.alamedacountyfair.com. 

•	 Don’t Miss the Fair Plant Sale: 
On Sunday, July 9th many of the 
plants in the landscape gardens 
are sold at very reduced prices. 
The Gates open at 6 p.m. for this 
very fun, fast paced sale. Yes, you 
pay for parking and  admission, but 
it’s worth it. Make sure to bring 
your wagon, cart, dolly, or even 
baby strollers to help cart your 
 purchases to the parking lot. 

	•	Post Fair Plant Sale: For those 
plants that don’t find a home on 
July 9th we’ll have a “Post Fair” 
back at the nursery sale. Drop in 
starting on July 12th and we’ll 
have them all organized and ready 
to go at very reduced pricing.

Tomato Tasting at  
Alden Lane!

Mark your  calendars for   September 
16 & 17 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

for our  fabulous Tomato Tasting!

Summer is Here & We are Showcasing 
New Collections of Art!

Hand blown glass ornaments make  beautiful gifts and add color to your home. Hang in front 
of a window or even outside from a tree to let the sun light up the colors. From Glass Eye's 

Seattle Studio comes beautiful hand blown bumbershoots (umbrellas) and balls in all types 
of colors and patterns. Luke Adams Glass presents  exquisite glass heart ornaments in a 
range of colors. Each piece is unique and handmade. 

Crystal  dragonflies,  angels and drops are 
 another beautiful addition to any window.  Create 

a rainbow and add some sparkle to your world!
Whimsical cats and dogs from Blob House Designs 

are cute  sculptures sure to bring a smile to the faces of all 
animal lovers. 

Come celebrate art with 
us every day of the month 
and  especially during Art 

Under the Oaks. 



Each year Quilting in the Garden at Alden Lane Nursery is a showcase for the 
amazing art of quilting. This year is shaping up to be another incredible year. 

Edyta Sitar of Laundry Basket Quilts is our featured artist. As the founder 
and owner of her company, Laundry Basket Quilts (www.laundrybasketquilts.
com), Edyta is proud to carry on her family tradition that fabrics and threads 

have seamlessly stitched together through the generations. Her true passion 
and quilter’s spirit shine through her classes, workshops, and presentations. She 

travels all over the world sharing her experiences and connecting with quilters of 
all levels through the inspiring stories about the quilts she makes. We are excited to 

show Edyta’s quilts at this year’s show. 
This year we will also feature guest artist Debby Schnabel. Debby Schnabel 

has worked in various types of fiber arts her whole 
life – from spinning and knitting, through cross stitch 

and  needlepoint, and now quilting and occasionally rug 
 hooking. Beautiful colors are her biggest influence, and 

she loves the different textures that handwork can create. 
 Embroidered quilting has become an important part of her work. 

Debby’s quilts will be in a special display in the greenhouse for the weekend. 
Both of our featured artists will be teaching this year, so see our website for more 

exciting class opportunities. 
Our enormous and beautiful heritage oaks serve as both support structure and 

background for this wonderful 2-day display of color. The quilts go up by 9:00 each 
morning supported by dozens of quilt lines, and come down each night. We’d love 
to have your quilts in the show as well. If you are interested in entering this year’s 
show, see our website: aldenlane.com, and click under events to the Quilting in the 
Garden tab to get the entry form! 

So mark your calendars and don’t forget this amazing event in September! See 
you there! 

Mark Your Calendars!

Saturday & Sunday, September 23rd & 24th  •  9 am - 4 pm



Recipe for Good Garden Soil!
Good Garden Soil Starts Here!!

For each 100 square feet add: 
 10 cubic ft. of soil conditioner: Master Gold Rush or  
Bumper Crop ® (5 - 8 bags).
 5 lbs. Iron Sulfate to acidify and add iron.
 10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food, 
Master Formula 49 can be used for ground  covers. 
 50 lbs. Gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds  sulfur & 
calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)

Mix well with your soil to an 8" depth and water well. 

If you are preparing a vegetable or flower garden bed, here’s 
a tried and true soil preparation recipe that works wonders. 
It lightens our heavy soil, nourishes it and buffers the pH to 
make it ‘just right’ for the success of your vegetable and flower 
transplants.

2017 Summer 
Kidz Club News

Kidz Club is an hour long experience packed with 
 gardening fun at our Alden Lane Farm. We learn about 
what it takes to grow our own food by “hands on”  practice 
and take a special treat home each week. We love to 
 energize your kids about nature! Kidz Club is designed 
for kids 5 to 10 years old. Please pre-reserve your child’s 
spot 5 days in advance of each class. The charge is $10 per 
child and is non- refundable unless you want to apply the 
fee to a future class. 

July 13th from 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
Watch Me Grow!

We are off to the Alden Lane Farm to check on the 
crops, do a little watering and harvesting, then it is back 
to the clubhouse to plant your own fast-growing, friendly 
crop. 

August 10th from 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
Friends in Our Garden

Visit the farm and see what critters we can find. Learn 
about the “friends” we have in our garden and why it is 
important we keep them happy and coming back. Finish 
the hour with a craft to take home.

The Party is HERE at 
Alden Lane!

Did you know we host Birthday  Parties for children 
2 to 10 years old at Alden Lane? What could be more 
 memorable and enchanting a venue than our Ancient 
 Alden Forest to go on a Fairy or Pirate Adventure! 
How about our Ladybug Lane or Grasshopper Garden 
Party? 

Alden Lane will 
host a two hour 
party  complete 
with  hidden 
 secret Fairy 
 Houses, 
a bug 
 expedition, 
or a treasure 
hunt for lost 
Pirate Booty 
throughout 
our  magical 
gardens, 
where you will 
be led to the 
 Enchanted 
Oak – a 
very  special private party venue held in the shade of 
this mighty tree. Here you will find a decorated space 
 complete with the birthday party table with goodie bags, 
a  special throne and decorated arch for the birthday 
child, and table and chairs for the adults. 

But we are not done yet! Alden Lane Staff provides 
fun “food craft”  stations where the kids will decorate 
cookies, make “ants on a log” and yummy “acorns” from 
pastry, or fancy candy “crabs”. Each party follows a theme 
with  decorations, food crafts and make and take artistic 
creations. Included in our package is face  painting, and a 
“Fairy Godmother” to oversee all your party details.

All this . . . and we clean up, too! Take away the 
stress of party planning and hosting and what do you 
have? A  relaxing time with your loved ones and friends, 
and being part of a  memorable birthday experience.  
Call Sue or Cyndee at (925) 447-0280, or email   
sue@aldenlane for details. We have Secret Fairy, Pirate 
Adventure,  Grasshopper Garden Party and Ladybug Lane 
themed parties available.
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HOW TO FIND 
ALDEN LANE 

NURSERY

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

0717

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280 
aldenlane.com

Nursery Hours
Daily from 8:30 to 6:00.

CLOSED JULY 4th!

Alden Lane Nursery will be CLOSED the Fourth of July. Remember to shop early for your holiday flowers!

SPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item 

TO RECEIVE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief 
agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good July 1-31, 2017.

$1.00 OFF a 4" or 
larger Succulent.

They are 
water wise 
and great 
looking 
garden 

 additions.


