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Pre-Order 2017 Fruit Trees at  
Art Under the Oaks – July 16 & 17

Now is the time to pre-order your fruit trees for arrival January 2017. Pre-orders 
can be placed anytime from July 1st through November 6th.  Stop by the information 
counter any time after July 1st and pick up a copy of the pre-order list and pre-order 
form. You can also check out our website for a complete list of what we will be carrying 
in stock for the 2017 season. NO fruit tasting this year.

Celebrating 30 Years of Art Under the Oaks!!
July 16th & 17th   •   11 am - 4 pm

The Livermore Art Association will have over 35 local artists represented, 
 demonstrating their work. This event also gives a stage to local musicians. On 
 Saturday we’ll feature four guys from 11:00-12:30, the good time Band from  
1:00-2:00 p.m., and georgi and the rough Week from 2:30-4:00.

 On Sunday, hear the Pleasanton Community Concert Band from  
11:00-12:30, followed by the Cool tones from12:30-1:30 and the sycamore 
strings academy from 2:00-3:00 p.m. To conclude our event on Sunday, the 
 Pleasanton ukulele Band will perform from 3:00-4:00. 

Since it’s impossible to enjoy art and music without food and wine, we’ve invited 
local winemakers to share their vintages. You’ll be able to sample from Concannon, 
Wente, Dante robere, Mitchell Katz Winery and others. Don’t miss the great 
lunch offerings of sweet and savory Café.

In our kid’s club area we will offer opportunities for kids to get involved with a 
free art project. Of course you can’t miss the tri Valley Woodcarvers in Seasons, 
with soap carving for the kids. Have the whole family come and 
join the fun. 

young artists Pallet Painting Contest: young artists (ages 15-25) will have a chance to 
compete on Saturday only from 11-4 p.m. creating a painted or sculpted pallet. We will provide 
pallets and paints you bring the talent. You have to paint here at the nursery within the 11-4 
time frame on Saturday. A silent auction will follow on Sunday. Pallets will be sold 
to the highest bidder, all monies go to Livermore and Granada High School Art 
 Programs. Call today to sign up and reserve your pallet – 925-447-0280.

special 25% Off sale – Saturday & Sunday,  July 16 & 17 ONLY – on all 
remaining Grapes, Berries, non-evergreen Fruit Trees and roses (except carpet 
roses)! This sale is limited to stock on hand and does not include citrus trees, 
avocados or loquats. Hurry for the best selection.

You can participate in hourly $25 gift card raffles and have a chance to win the 
grand prize of original art awarded at 4 p.m. on Sunday. At 3:00 p.m. each day a 
bonsai plant will be raffled. Admission is free. Parking is free.  Additional 
free parking is available at Granada Southern Baptist church’s overflow 
 parking on Concannon Blvd. – free shuttLes! For more information call 
the Nursery 925-447-0280 or visit our website at www.aldenlane.com.

enjOy at 20% DisCOunt fOr earLy OrDers!



Crape Myrtle is just the tree for the 
Livermore Valley. It loves hot sun 

 and blooms bountifully!

Planting supplies include:
  5 gallon Crape Myrtle tree
  1 - 2 cu. ft. bag of Planting Mix
  #5 Master Start Fertilizer

A $70.97 Value
No purchase  necessary. Need not be  
present to win. Drawing held on  
July 31, 2016.

CRAPE MYRTLE
July 2016

Name: _____________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________  

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

 Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter online.

Win A 5 Gallon Crape Myrtle 
Win a Crape Myrtle (tree form) plus Planting Supplies

It is the perfect water wise tree for a small garden or patio, or a flowerful accent in the garden. 

Alden Lane 
teamed with 
Landscape 
 Designer, eric 
teberg and 
Dave norlin 
of Vineyard 
Landscape. The 
judges loved the 
inspired design, 
beautiful plant 
material and 
 exceptional color. 

Alden Lane Nursery  
Took Several Top Honors at the 

Alameda County Fair



Notes for July Gardening
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Mulching makes the summer easier on your garden. 
It  retains moisture and helps minimize weeds. Use a 
 four-inch layer of micro, black or shredded bark for the 
best results. Keep mulch 6" away from the plant stem.

spruce up the garden with pots of red-white-blue 
petunias for the holiday. We have lots of instant color 
flowers to make holiday parties and barbeques all the 
more enjoyable. Shop early because the nursery will 
be closed on July 4th.

If you’re looking for something to do on a warm  summer 
night – visit the fair. The Alameda County Fair houses 
some beautiful landscape exhibits. It runs through 
 Monday, July 4th. If you’re looking for bargains on plants 
attend the closing day garden exhibit sale from 6:00 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.

Pay a little extra attention to your roses this month, water 
deeply and mulch around the root zone. 

tasty crunchy vegetables, juicy tomatoes, crisp peppers 
and tender beans all benefit from regular fertilizing during 
their growing season. We recommend E.B. Stone Tomato 
& Vegetable Food. It is organic based and easy to use. 

Look out for cucumber beetles! They are active and 
hungry during the late summer. These green ladybug look 
alikes eat all but the veins of leaves and flowers, leaving 
lace like skeletons and devouring whole plants in no time. 
Use Master Nursery’s Sevin or Captain Jack’s Spinosad 
for the best results. 

Plant Crape Myrtles now. These sun and heat loving 
summer bloomers come in shrub and tree form. Choose 
from white, red, lavender and many shades of pink. 

Many  native bees are even smaller and do lots 
of the heavy lifting of pollenizing. Fear not, they 
rarely sting; indeed many are incapable.

Attracting these non-robotic drones to do their 
work, benefits your harvest. Plant flowering plants 
nearby your edibles that have the same bloom 
time; for example, Iceland Poppies,  Rosemary and 
Ceanothus all may be in bloom at the same time as 
your fruit trees; Marigolds and Zinnias may bloom 

along with 
your tomatoes, 
cucumbers and 
peppers.

And good 
news, a slightly 
messy garden, 
with herbs 
 flowering and 
going to seed, 
and even a few 
weeds, is a boon 
to  beneficial 
insects.

Pollinator Power
Our  bountiful 

fruit and 
 vegetable gardens 
can’t do it alone. 
Along with your 
TLC, productive 
gardens brimming 

with edibles need 
the timely input of 

pollina-
tors to move 

pollen from male flowers or flower parts, to females, 
creating in the process that luscious cherry, spritely 
mandarin, or acid tomato. You know . . . the story of 
the birds and the bees!

Large orchards rely on hives of honeybees to get 
the job done. Though honeybees visit our flowers, 
many other often unseen bees and even stripy flies 
that look like bees (hover flies) are responsible for 
much of this work. You've seen those huge, black 
fuzzy cargo planes called carpenter bees, and zippy 
little leaf cutter bees who furnish their homes 
with perfect semi-circles cut from the edges of leaves. 

july Pollinator Palette
Lavender: sublime fragrance and color all in a low 

water use package
Herbs: especially when they go to seed; including Mint, 

Parsley, Cilantro, Oregano, Dill
Daisies: add a bit of cheer!  Shasta, African, 

Marguerites, Black-eyed Susans and Coneflowers span the 
color spectrum

Summer Annuals: Marigolds, Petunias, Tithonia, 
Portulaca, Zinnias

Buddleia: Butterfly Bush's purple flower spikes are a 
must have for bringing in its namesake

Asclepias: Butterfly Weed is in its full glory now and 
supporting our fluttering friends

Recipe for Good Garden Soil!

For each 100 square feet add: 
 5 to 8– 2 cubic ft. bags Master Gold Rush or  
Bumper Crop ®
 5 lbs. Iron Sulfate to acidify and add iron.
 10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food, 
Master Formula 49 can be used for ground  covers. 
 50 lbs. Gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds  sulfur & 
calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)

Mix well with your soil to an 8" depth and water well. 



Mark Your Calendars!

Saturday & Sunday, September 24th & 25th  •  9 am - 4 pm
Each year Quilting in the Garden at Alden Lane Nursery 

is a showcase for the amazing art of quilting. Hundreds of 
quilts from celebrated artists and the quilting community 
are hung for display throughout the nursery. Our  enormous 
and  beautiful heritage oaks serve as both support structure 
and background for this wonderful 2-day display of color. The 
quilts go up by 9:00 each morning supported by dozens of 
quilt lines. Quilts come down each night. Every year the show 
features a well-known quilter and a guest artist.

featured artist: C&T Publishing Artists
This year, our featured artist is a little different than 

the past. This year we are featuring the artists at C&T 
publishing. 

C&T Publishing started when quilting teacher Roberta 
Horton told quilt-shop owner Carolie Hensley that she 

 wanted to write a book on Amish quilts, but hadn’t found a publisher yet. Carolie quickly said that she and her 
husband Tom would publish Roberta’s book. The Hensley’s launched C&T Publishing from their garage and now, 
33 years later, C&T Publishing’s catalog includes more than 1000 titles in print and over 300 products to inspire 
creativity. The business is run by their sons who are assisted by a staff of more than 50 employees.

C&T Publishing’s list of authors includes many winners of the coveted Silver Star and virtually every other 
 major quilting award. We look forward to be displaying 60 quilts from the creative minds at C&T Publishing. 
 Several of C&T’s artists will be on hand over the weekend doing demos – don’t miss seeing them. 

guest artist: Jennifer Sampou
Jennifer Sampou is a textile designer who studied textiles and surface design at the Fashion Institute of 

 Technology in New York City and worked at Laura Ashley in Wales. She was the creative director for P&B Textiles 
before opening Studio Sampou, where she created best-selling fabrics for Northcott Monarch Fabrics and Robert 
Kaufman Fabrics. We are so excited to have Jennifer showing her work here at Quilting in the Garden.

a tribute to yvonne Porcella: Pokey Bolton’s Curated Display in the Greenhouse
“Live Your BRIGHTEST Life: A Tribute to Yvonne Porcella” will be a featured art quilt exhibit hosted by Pokey 

Bolton at Quilting in the Garden in the greenhouse here at Alden Lane.
Whether you knew her or knew of her, Yvonne Porcella was one of the brightest lights in the quilt world. She 

unabashedly loved color, whimsy, and was a person of incredible strength and fortitude. Having founded Studio Art 
Quilts Associates, exhibited in countless exhibits worldwide (including the Smithsonian), authored books, served on 
a number of boards, taught hundreds (possibly thousands) of students, she embraced every challenge with strength, 
wit, and humor. Not even a cancer diagnosis could slow her down. Yvonne was a class act, and she knew what it 
meant to really live. Don’t miss this special exhibit in the green house dedicated to Yvonne.

special exhibit
Out of the Box Quilters will have a special art quilt exhibit in Ruthie’s Room. Out of the Box Quilters are 

a  fiber art group of twelve artists who create art pieces comprised of fabric, thread, found objects, ephemera and 
paint, making each piece unique and original.

Classes
Quilters may wish to sign-up for one of several classes during the week, before, or after the event. Learn more 

about classes and register online – www.aldenlane.com. Click on quilt. Be sure to sign up early as classes fill up fast.



Celebrate Art with Gifts & 
Accessories

We’re getting ready for Art Under the Oaks! Creative and artistic, 
you’ll love our gift selection! 

Discover seeds of happiness, 
 sharing smiles! These colorful and 
happy little critters are sure to bring 
a smile to that special someone. Seeds 
of Happiness was born out of an act of 
 kindness. Mark Borella, a sculptor, created 
small smiley faces from left-over lumps of 
clay. He gave these to his friends whose young son was dying of cancer. He told them: “I know there is nothing I can say 
or do to make you feel better so I thought I would bring you some smiles to help you get your smile back. I call them Seeds 
of Happiness.” They are handmade, fired & glazed in the USA.

Beautiful watercolor plates and mugs by artist Dean Crouser 
are all back in stock! Hummingbirds, butterflies, chickadees, bluebirds 
and dragonflies are traditional favorites. Newly introduced styles 
include quail and bunny. 

Our newest 
 hummingbird feeder is 
as sweet as nectar! This 
cute glass honey bear 
shaped feeder is perfect 
for any hummingbird 
lover. 

A new shipment of 
decorative concrete 
faces has arrived from 
the company, Cast Art. 
We brought in all the new 
styles! Butterfly,  dragonfly 
and hummingbird 
 decorated benches and 
pots are here too.



Kidz Club Fun!
Sow? Let’s Plant Seeds Class!

thursday, july 28th at 10:30 a.m.  
$10 plus tax.

Seeds, seeds, seeds, so many kinds of seeds!  
What do they need to grow? What is a seed? 
Learn all about the amazing seeds in our world! 
We will explore Alden Farm, plant pumpkin 
seeds and take a seed bomb home to plant in 
your own garden!

Creepy Crawlies Class!
thursday, august 25th at 10:30 a.m. 

$10 plus tax.
We will go on a bug hunt at Alden Farm and 

talk about friendly bugs that live in the  garden! 
What kind of plants do our crawly friends like 
to eat? Come and explore these fascinating 
 creatures.

The Party 
is HERE 
at Alden 

Lane!
Did you know we 

host Birthday  Parties 
for children 2 to 10 
years old at Alden 
Lane? What could be 
more memorable and 
enchanting a venue 
than our Ancient 
Alden Forest to go on 
a Fairy or Pirate Adventure! How about our new Ladybug 
Lane or Grasshopper Garden Party? 

Alden Lane will host a 2 hour party complete with hidden secret 
Fairy Houses, a bug expedition, or a treasure hunt for lost Pirate 
Booty throughout our magical gardens, where you will be led to 
the Enchanted Oak – a very special private party venue held in 
the shade of this mighty tree. Here you will find a decorated space 
complete with the birthday party table with goodie bags, a special 
throne and decorated arch for the  birthday child, and table and 
chairs for the adults. But we are not done yet! Alden Lane Staff 
provides fun “food craft”  stations where the kids will decorate 
cookies, make “ants on a log” and yummy “acorns” from pastry, or 
fancy candy “crabs”. Each party follows a theme with  decorations, 
food crafts and make and take artistic creations. Included in our 
package is face  painting, and a “Fairy Godmother” to oversee all 
your party details.

All this . . . and we clean up, too! Take away the stress of 
party planning and hosting and what do you have? A  relaxing 
time with your loved ones and friends, and being part of a 
 memorable birthday experience. Call Sue at (925) 447-0280, or 
email sue@aldenlane for details. We have Secret Fairy, Pirate 
Adventure, Grasshopper Garden Party and Ladybug Lane themed 
parties available.

Celebrate the Sound of Water & Conserve, Too!
The dry heat of summer may have you yearning for the 

cool sights and sounds of a bubbling stream. Just the sound 
of a trickle has a cooling effect. Place a small fountain on 
a patio or even inside the house for a perceived drop in 
temperature, and do it guilt free without wasting water. We 
have a collection of small fountains that recirculate water 
so nothing goes down the drain. 

One is a bubble type fountain with lights that can be 
made to fin in any pot or planter you like. It comes with 
an epoxy plug that can be kneaded and formed to fill 
any drainage hole, making the pot water tight. A small 
 recirculating fountain pushes water up a rigid tube and out 
an adjustable fountain nozzle. It can be turned up or down 
to vary the feature's width. 

We also have a nice collection of classic bamboo water 
features that sit over the edge of a pot, (available in several 
sizes). The smallest is just 4" wide, perfect for indoors over 
a small dish or pot. Come hear and see them. You might not 
want to leave without one.



Just Think – Your Own Farm Fresh 
Tree Ripened Fruit!

Admittedly the grocery 
store is a convenience and 
for the more adventurous a 
farmer’s market has more 
taste and unusual  varieties 
available but the best of 
the best? Well that’s just 
plain homegrown! For years 
Alden Lane Nursery has 
worked with Dave Wilson 
nursery to purchase best 

varieties of fruit trees, berries and grapes for 
the valley area. There’s nothing like the taste 
of fresh peach plucked from your own tree – 
warm, juicy and sweet or a warm, fragrant 
slice of apple pie made with apples from a tree 
you planted and nourished while it grew. 

Check with us at Alden Lane for the right varieties for your home  orchard. 
We’re all about home orchard culture that is different from commercial  ventures. 
It’s about having fruit in the garden throughout the summer and fall seasons 
because you’ve planted varieties that produce one right after the other. It’s about 
taking advantage of the space you have to plant and recommending espaliers, 
four trees in one hole, hedgerows or whatever it takes to bring you the rewards of 
the best experience you’ve ever had plucking an apricot from your own tree and 
 melting into the sweet taste. Ahhhh, now that’s heaven.

Announcements
•	 Watch the Valley gardener 

on TV30 for great gardening 
tips with host Jacquie Williams- 
Courtright at 7:30 am and 
1:30 p.m. Monday -  Friday and 
 repeated on Saturday at 7:30 & 
11:00 am, and 1:30 pm &  Sunday 
at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and 1:00 pm. 
View online at tv30.org.

•	 election note: Thank you to all 
my supporters! Although I wasn’t 
successful in winning a seat on 
the Water Board, I will continue 
to advocate for you. Together we 
can preserve our water resources 
while we protect our landscape 
 assets, grow our own food and 
establish waterwise plants.  
“Brown” is NOT the new Green. 
Alden Lane will  continue to 
 support and guide you.  

•	 Plan	to	attend	the	alameda 
 County fair – June 15 to July 
4. (The fair is closed on Mondays 
 except July 4th!). For more info: 
www.alamedacountyfair.com. 

•	 Don’t Miss the fair Plant 
sale: On Monday, July 4th many 
of the plants in the landscape 
gardens are sold at very reduced 
prices. The Gates open at 6 p.m. 
for this very fun, fast paced sales. 
Yes, you pay for parking and 
 admission but it’s worth it.  
Make sure to bring your wagon, 
cart, dolly or even baby strollers 
to help cart your purchases to  
the parking lot. 

	•	Post fair Plant sale: For  
those plants that don’t find a 
home on July 4th we’ll have a 
“Post Fair” back at the nursery 
sale. Drop in starting on July 9th 
and we’ll have them all organized 
and ready to go at very reduced 
pricing.

SALSA ALERT!!
This summer’s salsa is at Alden 

Lane Nursery today!
It’s time this month to plant your vegetable garden so 

hurry down and let us help you choose the right varieties 
of tomatoes, peppers, squashes, cucumbers, beans, corn 
and eggplants for your  summer cooking. We have a large 
selection of  varieties available until the end of the month. 

Pinecone Zinnias
saturday, july 23rd 

1:30 to 3:00 pm
Who would think the lowly pinecone would 

make spectacular, colorful zinnias! Come and 
be part of the transformation and take home a 
bowl full of multicolored loveliness- no artistic 
talent needed, just a willingness to dab on a bit 
of paint. All materials and instruction  provided 
– just come and create something fabulous! 
Suitable for kids 8-108. The cost for this 
 workshop is $28.00 + tax. Sign up today.

Mark your calendars for  
september 17 & 18 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. for our fabulous Tomato Tasting!



981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550
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Nursery Hours
8:30 to 6:00 Daily

Closed on July 4th!
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Time Critical
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HOW TO FIND 
ALDEN LANE 

NURSERY

Alden Lane Nursery will be CLOSED the Fourth of July. Remember to shop early for your holiday flowers!

SPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item 

TO RECEIVE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief 
agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good July 1-31, 2016.

$1.00 OFF a 4" or 
larger Succulent.

They are 
water wise 
and great 
looking 
garden 

 additions.


