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Orchids 101 with Sue: Saturday, May 3rd
Learn how to get your orchids to thrive and bloom.

Mothers Day Weekend: Saturday & Sunday, May 10 & 11th
Bring Mom and come smell the roses, they are at their peak bloom just in time for 

Mother’s Day. We have a special tea  sampling area near our rose area. Christine from 
LusTea will be pouring delicious whole leaf teas for you to try. We also have wonderful 
gift  suggestions for Mom. 

Edible Education Saturday: Saturday, May 17th
 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Vegetable Garden Basics with Brian
 11:00 – Noon All about Avocadoes with Debbie Saffell
  1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Spring & Summer Grape care with Jim Ryan

Join us for another “Crafternoon”! Saturday, May 24th
  1:30 – 3:00 p.m. Enchanted Garden Terrarium Workshop

 Our Annual Berry Festival & Bonsai Show: Saturday 
&  Sunday, June 14 & 15th
 10:00 – 4:00 Bring Dad to celebrating the height of berry season and 
   our 6th Annual Bonsai Show. Come and enjoy special events both days. 

Mark your calendar for Art Under the Oaks! Saturday & 
Sunday, July 19 & 20th 
 11:00 – 4:00 This wonderful  community event showcases the many 
   talents of local artists, musicians,and winemakers. Artists will be 
   demonstrating and selling their works throughout the Nursery. Come and 
   support our local community! 

Alden Lane Nursery . . . Your Place 
for Great Upcoming Events!

Look inside this Newsletter  
for details on these events and more!



Win A Bush Rose  
Plus Planting Supplies

  A Bush Rose
  1.5 cu. ft. bag of Master’s 
  Rose Planting Mix
  5 lbs. Master Start

A $52.97 Value

No purchase necessary. Need not 
be present to win. 
Drawing to be held May 31, 2014.

A $34.99 BUSH ROSE Plus Supplies
May 2014

Name: _____________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________  

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

 Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter online.

Everything’s Coming Up Roses!
Drift Roses – the best of both worlds, a cross between ground covers and 

 miniatures resulting in a low spreading compact bush 2' x 2'. Drift Roses come in 
Peach, Coral, Apricot, White, Pink and Red. Perfect for small yards, pots, borders, 
mass plantings. They bloom from spring through frost, are self cleaning and disease 
resistant too!

Look-A-likes ‘Bougainfeelya’, dark red, non fading blooms which looks like 
a  bougainvillea, but don’t let if fool you! This disease resistant bush grows 4' and 
blooms continuously spring thru fall.

Sugar Moon – full, elegant classically formed pointed buds spiral open to the 
 purest white, intensely fragrant bloom. Good rebloomer, vigorous plant with long 
stems which makes this rose perfect for cutting.

Sedona – stunning 5" blooms in corals, reds and orange tones. Strong pear 
 fragrance, a show stopper in the garden!

These are just a few of our favorites. We carry over 100 varieties of roses and would 
love to help you pick the perfect one for your garden.

Next, prep your roses for a second wave of bloom! As May 
roses begin to go out of bloom, thank them with a generous 
serving of Master Nursery Formula 49 Fertilizer, or Master 
Nursery Rose and Flower Food. Water and stand back. Roses 
typically rebloom 6 weeks after pruning and feeding. 

The process of blooming requires nutrients and energy, 
 cutting off the faded blooms and fertilizing your plant stimulates 
a new generation of blooms. Cut back and feed roses as the first set of 
blooms fade. Cut spent flowers back to a point just above a leaf node 
where the stem thickness is comparable to a pencil, or the first or 
 second five leaf leaflet. New flowering shoots will soon grow here. 

For a special treatment, feed roses with water soluble Maxsea. 
It can be sprayed on the leaves and gives the plant a dark glossy 
 appearance. Your roses will appreciate the thought, and you will 
 appreciate the results.

The 74th Annual Pleasanton Public  
Rose Show – Saturday, May 10th

•	 Pleasanton	Senior	Center,	5353	Sunol	Blvd.,	Pleasanton
•	 Enter	your	cut	roses	from	8:00	to	10:00	AM.
•	 Judging	is	from	10:30	AM	to	12:30	PM.
•	 Public	viewing	runs	from	2:00	to	5:00	PM.
•	 Award	ceremony	is	at	2:30	PM.
•	 This	show	is	open	to	all	backyard	novices.
•	 For	more	information	visit	www.pleasantonroseshow.com	

Orchids 101
Saturday, May 3rd, 
10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 

SAVE THE DATE 
for the 

Concrete Leaf Workshop
June	28th 

1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

Orchids are not compost! 
Learn the basics of orchid care 
with practical, easy to under-
stand advice from our orchid 
guru, Sue Fordyce. 

You will gain the  confidence 
you need, and become an 
 orchid caretakers, not an 
 orchid composter. If you 
dream of having an exotic 
 orchid botanical garden in 
your home – or just blooming 
one for the first time – this is 
your class. 

You are welcome to bring a 
couple of orchids with you that 
you may have questions about. 

The class fee is $10 and you 
can bring a friend for free! 
Sign up with our Alden Lane 
cashiers	at	(925)	447-0280.	



Notes for May Gardening
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Mulching does wonders for your garden As well as  looking 
good, mulching conserves water and  suppresses weeds 
and keeps roots cool. We suggest a mulch layer 4" thick. 
We are especially fond of Micro-bark because it looks 
good and breaks down  relatively soon. Don’t mulch right 
up to the plant trunk or stem. Leave 4 to 6 inches of 
breathing room.

Deep root water trees and shrubs. Never depend on 
lawn watering to take care of trees and shrubs or they 
will end up with surface roots. Begin deep watering with 
a Ross Root Feeder now and continue monthly through 
the hot summer season. 

Protect your cherry crop! Prevent wormy fruit. Start 
spraying weekly when fruit is green and fully formed. 
Spinosad and Malathion are sprays to consider.

Feed roses now and every two weeks for maximum rose 
production. Use MaxSea plus Kelp Sea Life for the 
trace elements and minerals.

Timing is important for lawn grub control. If you 
had trouble with lawn grubs last summer and fall, now 
is the time to ready a treatment plan for prevention. 
 Treating your lawn in May with Bonide Grub Beater 
or  Nematodes while the grubs are young and vulnerable.

Prevent olive fruit set with Florel Fruit  Eliminator. 
Spray the olive when the tree has just reached full 
bloom. Olive flowers are very small, so watch closely. 
Full bloom usually occurs in early May. Spray the whole 
tree  thoroughly. We have the names of commercial spray 
companies that can help too.

Plant 4-inch vegetable plants and save several weeks 
of growing time. Remember to protect them from hungry 
snails and slugs with Corry’s Snail, Slug and Insect 
Control or pet safe Sluggo Plus. It controls slugs, snails 
and insects

Scale insects affect citrus as well as a slew of  ornamentals. 
Adults are little stationary bumps on stems and leaves. 
Offspring hide beneath mother’s protective shell, 
 venturing out as the weather warms searching for a new 
place to colonize. Control by spraying with All Season 
Spray Oil. For tough cases on  ornamental plants apply 
Volck Oil mixed with Malathion, or Captain Jack’s 
All Organic Spray.

Ladybugs and praying mantis to the rescue! Control 
aphids, beetles, scale and leafhoppers naturally. 

Do you have bugs on your vegetables? Use vegetable safe 
All Season Spray Oil.

Whitewash the trunks of fruit trees with Tree Trunk 
White. Rising temperatures can heat the surface of your 
fruit trees and other trees to lethally hot temperatures. It’s 
not unusual to see the entire south face of a young fruit 
tree cracked and scarred by sunburn. Applying a white 
wash coating to the trunk will reflect heat away from the 
tender tissue and protect the trees. 

Regular feeding for Citrus. Citrus perform well with 
monthly light feedings of fertilizer specifically  formulated 
for Citrus. This will ensure that your tree gets a nice 
even supply of food year round instead of occasional 
 periods of highs or lows. We recommend Master Nursery 
Citrus Food, or for a completely organic approach, use 
E.B. Stone Citrus and Fruit Tree Fertilizer. Make 
 quarterly applications of Iron Sulfate for optimum  feeding 
and greening.

Turflon Ester for Bermuda Grass control. If you have 
the typical suburban lawn grass, (Fescue or blue grass 
or rye grass,) you can safely apply Turflon Ester at this 
time of year to knock back Bermuda Grass to manageable 
 levels. It also works wonders on Oxalis, a yellow clover 
look alike. (Read the label carefully, this is a valuable tool 
in the fight against weeds, but also has the ability to harm 
ornamentals nearby.)

e

Tomato Tip
Often the first tomatoes to ripen are  smitten 

with the leathery brown patch of rot known 
as blossom end rot, generally caused from a 
 calcium deficiency. Get ahead of the game by 
spraying the leaves now with Monterey’s 
 Foli-cal.

Calcium is slow to reach adequate levels in 
tomatoes grown in clay soils. Foli-cal is  designed 
to supplement the plant's calcium needs with 
foliar feeding, reducing or eliminating the 
 condition on  tomatoes. Apply at 14 day intervals 
throughout the growing season. 

Peonies in the Garden Make 
for a Beautiful Spring!

Every garden deserves a peony; whether bush or the hybrid 
Itoh peonies. The range of colors and hues is staggering and will 
light up your garden like nothing else! Mother’s Day is nearly 
upon us and they would make a fabulous gift for the ladies in 
your life!

Peonies thrive in 
sun or morning sun 
with shade in the 
afternoon depending 
on variety.  Typically 
the flowers are used 
for cutting and 
bringing indoors 
where they can be 
viewed up close 
to experience the 
fragrance, form and 
beautiful colors.  



Mother's Day Weekend
Tea Tasting Party

Christine Lusty, owner of LusTea in Livermore, will host a premier tea tasting 
party on Mother’s Day weekend, May 10 and 11, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Alden Lane 
Nursery.  Come stroll through the roses and indulge in a refreshing cup of Blooming 
Jasmine Fairy green tea, Ginseng/Mint Rooibos herbal tea, iced Kiwi/Pear white tea 
and many more premium whole leaf teas. Along with the tea Plentiful Pantry taste 
treat samples will be offered, all complimentary.

Currently LusTea teas are sourced through a high quality New England blender/
wholesaler who obtains their tea directly from the traditional tea plantations around 
Asia then brings the tea into the US to blend and distribute. LusTea’s future plans 
include opening a Livermore Café by late summer 2014 and hopes to acquire enough 
land in the next two years to establish a small tea plantation near Livermore with the 
goal of becoming a local producer.  

Celebrate Mother’s Day weekend by tasting simply delicious high quality whole leaf 
teas paired with Plentiful Pantry baked treats while you stroll through the Alden Lane 
Roses. The event will be held between 10 & 4 on both Saturday & Sunday, May 10th 

and 11th. For more information on LusTea contact: Christine@lusteacafe.com

Our Annual Berry Festival & Bonsai Show 
June 14 & 15th

  Come out and make merry at our Berry Festival	on	Saturday	and	Sunday,	June	14th	
and 15th from 10 to 4. 

Bring the whole family for Free Berry Tasting. We will also have fresh made berry pie!!, 
jams, syrups and more for sale, made from local berries. We have strawberries, blueberries, 
blackberries, olallieberries - if it’s in season we got ‘em fresh from local growers. 

Order your pie in advance to enjoy a wonderful olallieberry pie with your BBQ; we'll pick 
them up from Gizditch Ranch, and have them available for the 
 weekend.

This Festival runs both Saturday AND Sunday, so bring Dad out 
for a glass of Blackberry Tea and Berry Tasting on Fathers’ Day, and make a day of it! 

  The Valley Bonsai Society is holding its 6th Annual Show	on	Saturday,	June	14th	and	
Sunday,	June	15th	at	Alden	Lane	Nursery,	981	Alden	Lane.	Show	hours	are	10:00	a.m.	to	4:00	
p.m. on both days. 

Demonstrations by Mike Baker on Saturday and Sam Adina on Sunday are planned each 
day starting at noon. The finished trees will be raffled off at the end of the demonstration. 
Members sales table, and door prizes. Admission is free. For additional information contact 
Charles Harder at bonsainut@comcast.net.

Dutch Forged Hand Tools from DeWit
More than a tool, they are an heirloom

This year we went on a hunt for better hand tools believing some customers will choose the 
best tool available, especially when buying a nice gift for a love one.

DeWit tools are forged of high-quality Swedish Boron steel heads, hand crafted with 
 European FSC-certified ash hardwood handles. 

The Boron Steel is extremely hard so each tool keeps a sharp edge. When a couple of 
tools fell off the display rack they chipped the concrete floor. The birch used to craft 
handles is harvested sustainably.  Hold a Dewit garden tool in your hand and feel 
the quality and the craftsmanship. These tools are guaranteed against defects 
in craftsmanship for life with receipt.

Ergonomic Tools
A few of the tools we have included in the collection are designed to be 

easier to use for those with limited strength or mobility due to injury, age or arthritis. These have 
“T” handles and a good grip so they can be pulled as well as pushed, and they can be used with 
2 hands.  The stress and pressure are spread out more evenly across the muscle groups so they 
allow one to accomplish more with less pain. 



Houseplant 
Heroes Series

“Healthful Houseplant” #2!
Kimberly Queen Fern

Pollutants and toxins lurk undetected in your indoor spaces and undermine your health and the health of those 
around you. Houseplants are excellent at taking the toxins out of the air and exchanging them for purifying oxygen and 
humidity. Our hero of the month is the Kimberly Queen Fern. It is fast  replacing 
the Boston Fern because it is not as sensitive to lack of humidity, therefore it 
does not as readily shed leaves as its old cousin from Boston. 

The Kimberly Queen Fern is slightly more compact, and its lush green foliage 
has graceful, drooping fronds that evoke thoughts of spring, even in the dead of 
winter. This particular fern is the most highly effective in the fern family at the 
removal of pollutants, especially formaldehyde and alcohols, and it is one of the 
best natural humidifiers around.

That having been said, it does require regular watering, and would appreciate 
regular misting to keep it in optimal health. It is highly resistant to most pests. 
Bright light to shade will work for this plant, but no full sun. This houseplant is 
also safe for kids and pets.

The Kimberly Queen is an excellent choice for both health AND beauty.  
If you would like to add one to your environment, call Sue at Alden Lane  
(925)	447-0280	for	price	and	availability.

Hurry to the Nursery!!
It’s Time for Bonus Dollars Again!

Our traditional springtime event - Bonus Dollars continue! Bonus 
 Dollars are distributed April 1 through May 31. You earn 10% of your total 
 purchases and are paid in Alden Lane Nursery Bonus Dollars.

These Bonus Dollars are  redeemable August 1-31. They are to be used 
for up to 50% of your purchases in August. For example: if you have 10 Bonus 
 Dollars you may use all 10 on a purchase of $20 or more. 

(Bonus Dollars are not valid with other discounts or coupons. Bonus  Dollars are not valid on sod, sale items or other special orders. 
Sales limited to stock on hand. Not redeemable for cash.) 

Water Wise Earth Boxes
Earth boxes are fool proof devices to enjoy gardening whether trying gardening for the 

first time or downsizing from a more rigorous gardening lifestyle.
Earth boxes are a simple, self contained garden with a reservoir for water below that 

includes an overflow feature that prevents you from over watering your plants. This year 
we have included Earth Box stands that lift the box up off the ground so you can garden 
without bending over. Earth Boxes seem perhaps too simple to work, but actually a lot of 
research has gone into them and because they pull up water from below on an as needed 
basis, and because the season-long fertilizer supply is placed just under the plastic 
mulch, Earth Boxes deliver just what the plant requires. All the gardener has to do is 
keep it watered. We have enjoyed using them here! It requires one bag of potting soil and 
a few plants. 

Consider this as a gift for a new or seasoned gardener in your life. Compare a gift like 
this to a floral bouquet which fades in a week and you will conclude that the gardening mom or grandmother garden 
lover will reap exponentially more blessings from an Earth Box than from a bundle of flowers.



  Recipe for Good Garden Soil!
  Good Garden Soil Starts Here!!

If you are 
 preparing a 
 vegetable or flower 
garden bed here’s a 
tried and true soil 
preparation recipe 
that works  wonders. 
It lightens our heavy 
soil, nourishes it 
and  buffers the 
pH to make it ‘just 
right’ for the success 
of your vegetable 
and flower seeds or 
transplants.

For each 100 square feet add: 
 5 to 8– 2 cubic ft. bags Master Gold Rush or  
Bumper Crop ®
 5 lbs. Iron Sulfate to acidify and add iron.
 10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food, 
Master Formula 49 can be used for ground  covers. 
 50 lbs. Gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds  sulfur & 
calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.) .)  Try out 
the new Liquid Gypsum!

Mix well with your soil to an 8" depth and water well. 

Announcements
•	 Save the Date! Mosquito Fish 

Give Away. Drop by the nursery 
on Saturday, May 3rd with a pail or 
bucket and take away some FREE 
mosquito fish for your ponds or large 
fountains. These fish are courtesy 
of the Mosquito Abatement District. 
The hours are from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

•	 Bringing Back the Natives Tour: 
Sunday, May 4th 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Free self guided tour of 50 East Bay 
Gardens. Visit www.bringingbackthe-
natives.net for more information.

•	 Vegetable Gardening.	Join	Brian	
on Saturday, May 17th at 1:30 p.m. 
for a talk on “Beginning  Vegetable 
Gardening” May is Melon and 
 Pumpkin planting time!

•	 Watch the Valley Gardener on 
TV30 for great gardening tips with 
host	Jacquie	Williams-	Courtright	
at 7:30 am and 1:30 p.m. Monday 
-  Friday and  repeated on Saturday 
at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and 4:00 pm & 
 Sunday at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and 1:00 
& 4:00 pm. www.tv30.org.

•	 The	Livermore Amador Valley 
Garden Club meets the second 
Thursday	from	September	to	June	
at the Alisal Elementary School's 
multipurpose room, 1454 Santa Rita 
Rd.,	Pleasanton,	at	7	pm.	Join	Tom	
Davids for a discussion on the history 
and information about Filoli.  Visitors 
welcome. Visit www.lavgc.org for 
more information.

•	 Bonsai Club meetings are the 3rd 
Saturday of each month – 2 p.m. at 
Alden Lane Nursery. For more infor-
mation - bonsainut@comcast.net. 

•	 Mt. Diablo Rose Society meets the 
second Wednesday of the month at 
7:30 p.m. at the Dublin Library, 200 
Civic Plaza, Dublin. Call for details 
829-4929.		

•	 Fremont Garden Club meets 
the 3rd Wednesday of each month 
 February – October. Guest speakers, 
field trips, annual garden tea.  
For more information, phone  
510-401-0138	or	email	them	at	 
fremontgardenclub1@yahoo.com.

•	 Plan	to	attend	the	Alameda County 
Fair	–	June	18	to	July	6.	(The	fair	is	
closed on Mondays). Advanced Sale 
Fair tickets here at the nursery.  
Log on for more information:  
www.alamedacountyfair.com

•	 Composting Information. Call 
the Rotline, 510-444-SOIL for 
 information on starting your own 
composting pile or visit the website at 
www.stopwaste.org. 

  

Salsa Alert 
This summer’s salsa  

is at Alden  
Lane Nursery today!

It’s time this month to 
plant your vegetable garden 
so hurry down and let us help 
you choose the right varieties 
of tomatoes, peppers, squashes, 
cucumbers, beans, corn and 
eggplants for your summer 
cooking. 

We have a large selection of 
varieties available until the end 
of the month. 

Mark your calendars for 
September 20 & 21 from 1p.m. to 4 p.m. for our fabulous Salsa Tasting! 

Alstroemeria (Peruvian Lily)
Alstroemeria	caught	the	fancy	of	gardeners	in	the	1980’s	and	hasn’t	lost	

their attention yet. It is one of the best cut flowers on the market often lasting 
1 to 2 weeks in your home. Alstroemeria can fill a good sized spot in your sun 
garden if you let them. These long lived perennials are a reliable bloomer from 
spring through summer. They are available in a wide range of colors therefore 
complementing many of your other plantings. We carry a number of different 

series of Alstroemeria. 
•	 Princess Series: Compact 

growers	from	10	to	18	inches,	
multiple color choices. 
•	 Inca Series: 12	to	28	

inches tall. Has strong stems 
for great cut flowers, loves wet 
or dry conditions. Available in 
yellow, purple and many other 
colors. 
•	 Premier Series:	18	to	

24 inch stems. Wonderful cut 
 flowers, wide range of flower 
choices.



Great Gift Ideas For Mom!

Join Us for Another “Crafternoon”!
Saturday, May 24, 1:30 to 3 pm 

Enchanted Garden Terrarium Workshop
Incredible, miniature worlds of your creation that  are VERY simple to care for and give years of satisfaction. 

Come and make one of these beauties with us. We provide the all the elements and instruction, and you will go 
home  with a stunning 1-1/2 to 2  gallon size terrarium.

Great for your home, office, or to give as a gift. Don’t forget – Fathers’ Day is coming up, or give the experience 
to your favorite Mom as a gift you make together. It is fun for all ages. 

If you have a favorite rock or shell or bit of memorabilia you want to incorporate into your creation, bring it 
with you. These also make great gifts for the senior citizens, as they are very easy to care for and bring a bit of the 
outdoors inside.

The cost is $40.00. Sign up soon with our Alden Lane Cashiers, as the class size is limited.  Please prepay by 
	 May	20th,	(925)	447-0280.

It’s all about the FEET! Spoil Mom 
with ‘All About Feet’ from one of our 
favorite lotion lines. The cooling effects of 
 Peppermint and Spearmint Oils revitalize 
and refresh the feet! Try the ‘Cracked 
Heel Treatment’ with Shea Butter for 
rough cracked heels and the ‘Peppermint 
Sugar Scrub’ to exfoliate and  stimulate 
the skin. Don’t forget a comfy pair of 
‘Snoozies’ or ‘Solmate Socks’ to finish 
off caring for Mom’s hardworking feet. 

Another great gift for Mom or for a 
Hostess Gift is our Brie Baker by Wildly 
Delicious. Warm, velvety creamy baked 
Brie is easy to make in this ovenproof bak-
ing dish. Sprinkle Cherry Pistachio Brie 
Brule on top and broil for a sweet cherry 

and pistachio baked brie 
 adventure!

Also new in the garden 
store is ‘From My Garden’ 
triple-milled soap in Cu-
cumber and Melon. It smells 
delicious and is perfect for the 
kitchen or bath and is beauti-
fully packaged to make a great 
gift! 

Get Mom a Covey of 
Quails! Celebrate this cute, 
quirky  California State bird 
with our three dimensional 
metal  sculptures. They are 
back in stock.

. . . Hey, Mom came by the 
nursery the other day and 
dropped a few hints as to what 
she wanted for Mother’s Day. 

She was thinking about 

accent pieces for the garden like 
a birdbath, or maybe a gazing 
ball and stand. Boy! That garden 
bench sure would look good over 
there in the corner. Or how about 
a little figurine tucked into that 
one bare spot where nothing seems 
to grow. She even commented on 
how wonderful the new selection of 
pottery would look with her décor. 

So what do you think, come on by 
and I’ll show you what Mom’s had 
her eye on. Whether it’s a timeless 
piece of statuary or a colorful piece 
of pottery, both will say ‘I love 
you Mom’ and she’ll cherish them 
forever.



SPECIAL MAY  
MIRACLE COUPON

Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item 
TO RECEIVE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief 
agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good May 1-31, 2014.

A FREE 4 lb. Box of E.B. 
Sure Start  

when you purchase 3 specially 
priced bags of 

Gold Rush Soil 
Conditioner.

This combination will get your 
plants off to a healthy beginning 

& Save You 
$11.98!

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280 
aldenlane.com

Nursery Hours
8:30 to 6:00 Daily
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IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly
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HOW TO FIND 
ALDEN LANE 

NURSERY

We will be open Memorial Day, May 26, 2014 UNTIL 5:00 pm for all your gardening needs!


