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All Grapes, Berries, & Fruit Trees 25% OFF – 
Only on July 19 & 20 (Saturday & Sunday)! 

This sale is limited to stock on hand and does not include citrus or other evergreen fruit trees.

Alden Lane Nursery & Livermore Art Association 
Celebrate 28 Years of Art Under the Oaks! 

Saturday & Sunday, July 19 & 20 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
As many of you know, Alden Lane Nursery hosts this wonderful community event each summer to showcase the  

many talented local artists, musicians, and wine makers we have in the Livermore Valley. Local artists will be on hand, 
spread throughout the spacious nursery, exhibiting & selling their work as well as demonstrating their skills for everyone 
to enjoy. 

Music: Saturday, July 19th 
  11 am - 1 pm:  Queen of Hearts 
   1:30 -  4 pm:  Georgi & the Rough Week 

Great Activities:
å	 Valley Woodcarvers will be here both days carving and selling their art in Seasons. Kids can carve a “Soap” stone 

to take home. 
å	 Jakes Café and Catering will be selling great salads and sandwiches in Seasons.
å	 Sweet and Mellow Coffee Truck will offer great coffee and treats.
å	 Alden Lane will have ice cream for sale.
å	 Rabbit Rescue will have a special art exhibit in Ruthies’ Room. Proceeds go to the local rabbit rescue. 
å	 Wineries pouring samples with the purchase of a 

 commemorative wine glass include Darcie Kent, Wente, 
Concannon, Las Positas Vineyards, Stony Ridge/Crooked 
Vine, and Murrieta's Well. 

å	 Art in Motion area for kids will be offered each day with 
a special art  project for kids to work on, FREE!!

å	 Dave Wilson Nursery will offer a FREE Fruit 
 Sampling of all the summer ripening tree fruit. You can 
taste and vote for your favorites. After You Sample – 
Order Your Favorites. Take advantage of our pre-season 
pricing on Special Order fruit trees. Pre- order, pre-buy, 
and receive a 20% discount! Our Order Books open 
this weekend for the next bare-root season, and you can 
choose from over 225  varieties on different rootstocks to 
fit all yards and  gardens.

å	 Participate in hourly raffles and have a chance at the 
grand prize of original art awarded at 4 p.m. on Sunday.

Admission is FREE. Parking is FREE. Additional FREE parking is available at Sunset Business Plaza 
 located at the corner of Concannon and Holmes – FREE  SHUTTLES! For more information call the nursery  
925-447-0280 or visit our website at www.aldenlane.com.

Sunday, July 20th 
 11 am - 12:30 pm: Pleasanton Community Concert Band 
 12:45 - 1:45 pm:  Sycamore Strings Academy
 2 - 4 pm:  Mellowtones



Crape Myrtle is just the tree for the 
Livermore Valley. It loves hot sun, 

blooms bountifully, and is water wise!

Planting supplies include:
	 5 gallon Crape Myrtle tree
	 1 - 2 cu. ft. bag of Planting Mix
	 #5 Master Start Fertilizer

A $69.97 Value
No purchase  necessary. Need not be  
present to win. Drawing held on  
July 31, 2014.

CRAPE MYRTLE
July 2014

Name: _____________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________  

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

 Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter online.

Win A 5 Gallon Crape Myrtle 
Win a Crape Myrtle (tree form) plus Planting Supplies

It is the perfect tree for a small garden or patio, or a flowerful accent in the garden. 

Welcome to July in our Gift Shop!
Our new summer dish collection is in! The pattern is Mood  Indigo 

and this collection of tableware is dishwasher and microwave safe. 
The  geometric summery pattern in blue, white and green is Moroccan 

 inspired and perfect for 
entertaining or every day. 

Don’t miss our  enticing 
new candle, potpourri 
and room spray scent! For 
those who love orange and 
summery botanicals, we 
have Valencia Orange 
from Aromitique.

‘Inis – the Energy of 
the Sea’ is a brand new 
scent from ‘Fragrances 
of Ireland’. The coolness, clarity and purity of the sea is captured in body 
lotion and cologne spray. Inis means ‘island’ in Irish and this scent is 
inspired by the beauty and energy of the wild western coast of Ireland. A 

citrus based fragrance, Inis also contains notes of Sicilian lemon, bergamot, Lily 
of the Valley, geranium, cloves, nutmeg, sandalwood, oak moss and musk. 

Illume is another brand new candle company that we have discovered. 
They carry an amazing collection of candles and room sprays and our  favorite 
scents are Blue Coral, Desert Tulip and Lemongrass. The bright  packaging 
makes  Illume candles a 
 perfect  hostess gift for 
 summer  parties or a beautiful 
 accessory to your home décor. 

Get ready for the heat of 
summer with the cooling 
effect of a fountain! Add a 
beautiful focal point to your 

yard. We have large, medium and small sizes to choose from. 

All In-Stock Fountains — 25% OFF! 
Includes ceramic glazed jar fountains! 

(Does not include Special Orders, other discounts or coupons.)



Notes for July Gardening
e

e

e

e

e

e

e

e

Hailey's Comments
From a dogs’ perspective, Art Under the Oaks at Alden Lane in July is all about the 

people – or should I say, the people eating lunch. I look forward to it every year, and it 
never disappoints. All those nice people in one place: tasting wine, listening to music, 
relaxed, and most importantly, eating good things. 

I have to say, being a dog, the art part I don’t get. What I DO get is all the  people 
having a good time and willing to give a little handout to a well behaved and 
 beseechingly lovely dog with a very intent gaze. I have even knit my brow with extreme 
concentration. I do not drool or whine. That is for amateurs. People with food are 
disgusted by drooling. My approach is an open, honest stare with shades of starvation 
which lets the benefactor know that I am more than willing to take any morsel they 
would offer in exchange for a grateful wag, a generous kiss, and knowledge that good 
karma will follow you. 

(Note from Hailey’s Person) – Despite her “shades of starvation” stare, she is a very well fed dog (too well fed) and if 
you’ve ever rubbed her belly, you will know what I mean. Please resist the temptation to feed her, and rub that big belly 
instead. You will STILL get the kiss, the wag and the good karma!

Mulching saves water and makes the summer easier on 
your garden. It cools the soil, retains moisture, and helps 
minimize weeds. Use a four-inch layer of micro, black or 
shredded bark for the best results. 

Spruce up the garden with pots of red-white-blue 
 petunias for the holiday. We have lots of instant color 
 flowers to make holiday parties and barbeques all the 
more enjoyable. Shop early because the nursery will be 
CLOSED ON JULY 4th.

If you’re looking for something to do on a warm summer 
night – visit the fair. The Alameda County fair houses 
some beautiful landscape exhibits. It runs until July 6th. 
If you’re looking for bargains on plants attend the closing 
day garden exhibit sale from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Pay a little extra attention to your roses this month, 
water deeply and mulch around the root zone. 

Annual Art Under the Oaks Fruit Tasting – Join us on 
July 19 & 20 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at a fruit tasting. Taste 
new varieties available this year and varieties you never 
find in stores as well as old time favorites. 

Tasty crunchy vegetables, juicy tomatoes, crisp peppers 
and tender beans all benefit from regular fertilizing during 
their growing season. E.B Stone Tomato & Vegetable Food 
is a great organic product, and easy to use. 

Look out for cucumber beetles! They are active and 
hungry during the late summer. These green ladybug look 
alikes eat all but the veins of leaves and flowers, leaving 
lace like skeletons and devouring whole plants in no time. 
Use Master Nursery’s Sevin or Captain Jack’s Spinosad 
for the best results. 

Plant Crape Myrtles now. These water wise sun and 
heat loving summer bloomers come in shrub and tree form. 
Choose from white, red, lavender and many shades of pink. 

Join Our 
Farm 

to Fork 
Classes! 

Our very first “Farm to Fork” class 
with Executive Chef Joe Rodrigues 
of  Valley  Catering takes place on 
 Saturday, July 26th from 10:30 - 
11:30 a.m. 

You must sign up in advance for this 
class, so call today to pay and  reserve 
your spot. $20.00 for one class or $50.00 
for the series of four. 

Call 925-447-0280 or see our webpage 
for details.

Orchids 101
Saturday, July 12 
10 to 11:30 a.m.

Turn your orchid dreams into 
reality with a little knowledge, 
 common sense, and a strong dose of  
 confidence. By the time you leave 
this  session you will understand 
your orchids a whole lot better, and 
instead of giving you “attitude”, it 
will be the other way around!

This session will leave you 
 brimming with  confidence and many 
“A HA!” moments of  enlightenment. 
Join Sue Fordyce, our orchid 
 expert on Saturday, July 12th. You 
are welcome to bring an  orchid or 
two you may have concerns about. 
The cost is $10.00. Bring a friend 
for free! Call our cashiers  
(925) 447-0280 and sign up today!



The dry heat of summer 
may have you yearning for 
the cool sights and sounds 
of a bubbling stream. Just 
the sound of a trickle has 
a cooling effect. Place a 
small fountain on a patio 
or even inside the house 
for a  perceived drop in 
 temperature, and do it guilt 
free without wasting water. 
We have a collection of small 
fountains that re-circulate 
water so nothing goes down 
the drain. 

 One is a bubble type 
fountain with lights that can 
be made to fit in any pot or 
planter you like. It comes with an epoxy plug that can be kneaded and formed to fill 
any drainage hole, making the pot water tight. A small re-circulating fountain pump 
pushes water up a rigid tube and out an adjustable fountain nozzle. It can be turned 
up or down to vary the feature's width. 

 We also have a nice collection of classic bamboo water features that sit over the 
edge of a pot, (available in several sizes). The smallest is just 4" wide, perfect for indoors over a small dish or pot. 
Come hear and see them. You might not want to leave without one.

Celebrate the Sound of Water 
Even In the Drought

Mark Your Calendars!
Saturday & Sunday, September 27th and 28th

Our featured artists are Laura Nownes & Diana McClun  
along with Jean Wells & the Quilts of Sisters, Oregon

There will be classes on the Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, September 24th - 26th, before the show 
 . . . more  information to follow on the classes. Check the website for updates. 

You can enter your own quilt for display; we’d love to show it. Simply go to “Quilting in The Garden” 
on our website, download the form, and send it in. 

The show is FREE and parking is FREE! There is no Garden Tour this year. 



What is an Arboretum All-Star? 
Arboretum All-Stars are top plants recommended by the  horticultural 

staff of the UC Davis Arboretum. They thrive in California’s 
 Mediterranean climate and have qualities that make them great choices 
for sustainable home gardens.

The horticultural staff of the UC Davis Arboretum have identified 100 tough, 
 reliable plants that have been tested in the Arboretum, are easy to grow, don’t need a 
lot of water, have few problems with pests or diseases, and have outstanding qualities 
in the garden. Many of them are California native plants and support native birds and 
insects. Most All-Star plants can be successfully planted and grown throughout California.

What makes a plant an Arboretum All-Star? 
Each All-Star plant must have the following features: 
	 •	Attractive	for	most	of	the	year		
	 •	Thrives	in	California’s	Mediterranean	climate	
	 •	Tested	in	the	UC	Davis	Arboretum	

Many All-Stars also have one or more of these features: 
	 •	Low	maintenance	
	 •	Drought	tolerant	
	 •	Attracts	beneficial	wildlife,	including	pollinator	insects	
	 •	Power	line	friendly

Want Ideas for Designing with All-Stars? 
Creating a landscape design can be challenging, whether 

you’re starting from scratch or improving an existing garden. 
Visit arboretum.ucdavis.edu to download free All-Star planting 
plans for your home garden. Plans feature a California native 
garden, low-maintenance garden, and a wildlife-attracting 

 garden using a variety of Arboretum All-Stars.

Here are 10 great choices:
Bulbine frutescens – Cape Balsam: Small,  evergreen 

perennial is a wonderful addition to dry  perennial  borders 
with its long-blooming spikes of delicate,  star-shaped 
 yellow flowers; fleshy, bright green foliage adds a 
 sculptural element to the garden; tolerates drought and 
poor soils. 

Nepeta × faassenii – Hybrid Catmint: Lavender-
blue flowers attract butterflies and other pollinators; 
dependable, low-growing plant has aromatic, gray-green 
foliage; tolerates different soil types. 

Penstemon heterophyllus ‘Margarita B.O.P.’ 
– Santa Margarita foothill penstemon: California 
 native plant; flowers are golden yellow as buds, bright 
blue as blooms, then change to purple pink; unlike 
many California native penstemons, it thrives in garden 
 conditions 

Ceanothus maritimus ‘Valley Violet’ – Valley 
Violet Maritime Ceanothus: California native plant; 
best small ceanothus for Central Valley gardens; clusters 
of dark-violet flowers bloom in spring; attracts beneficial 
insects. Evergreen 

Cercis occidentalis – Western Redbud: California 
native plant; early spring bloom before leaves appear; 
 attractive reddish seed pods in summer; new stems, cut in 
winter, are used to add color to Native American baskets; 
attracts beneficial insects. Deciduous. 

Lavandula stoechas ‘Otto Quast’ – Otto Quast 
Spanish Lavender: Showiest of all the lavenders; 
thrives in sunny dry conditions; attracts butterflies and 
beneficial insects. Evergreen. 

Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Mozart’ – Ed Carman’s 
Rosemary: Shrub with dark-green leaves that are rich in 
aromatic oils and prized for cooking; this variety has one 
of the darkest blue flowers of any rosemary; blooms from 
winter through spring through and often again in fall; 
 attracts beneficial insects. Evergreen. 

Salvia  greggii 
and Salvia 
× jamensis – 
 Autumn Sage: 
Showy flowers 
attract hum-
mingbirds and 
beneficial insects; 
flowers profusely 
in the spring and 
fall. Evergreen. 

Arbutus 
 ‘Marina’ 
–  Marina 
 Madrone: Shiny 
evergreen leaves 
and large drooping clusters of pink flowers are followed 
by red berries that last into late winter; attractive smooth 
coppery bark; tolerant of heat and alkaline water; very 
 attractive to hummingbirds 

Lagerstroemia hybrids and cultivars – Crape 
Myrtle: Provides year-round interest with summer 
 flowers, fall color, and handsome ornamental bark in 
winter; comes in pink, white, lavender-purple, or red- 
flowering varieties; hybrid forms are more mildew 
 resistant; attracts beneficial insects. Deciduous. 



Houseplant Heroes 
To The Rescue!

        Dragon Tree (Dracaena marginata)
One of our top ten houseplants to slay toxins and vapor pollutants in our interior spaces 

is the dramatic and sculptural Dragon Tree (Dracaena marginata). This is an excellent 
choice not only for removing toxic chemicals from your air (xylene and trichloroethylene), 
and replacing them with purifying oxygen, but it excels at being a very easy to grow house 
and office plant. 

It has banded, grey, erect canes that bear long, narrow dark green leaves, most with a 
thin margin of red at the edges. The leaves cluster at the tops of the canes. This plant also 
tolerates bright light to shady spots and prefers to get quite dry, especially in the winter. It 
is one of the most durable plants we know. It is mostly pest free, but it is not a safe plant 
for small children or pets. The Dragon Tree is a great choice for healthy and natural purifi-
cation of your air without much fuss. If you want this lovely plant in your space, please call 
Sue at Alden Lane for price and availability (925) 447-0280.

Admittedly the grocery store 
is a convenience and for the 
more adventurous a farmer’s 
market has more taste and 
unusual varieties available 
but the best of the best? Well 
that’s just plain homegrown! 
For years Alden Lane Nursery 
has worked with Dave Wilson 
Nursery to purchase the best 
varieties of fruit trees, berries 
and grapes for the valley area. 

There’s nothing like the taste of fresh peach plucked from your own tree – warm, juicy and sweet or a warm, fragrant 
slice of apple pie made with apples from a tree you planted and nourished while it grew. 

Check with us at Alden Lane for the right varieties for your home orchard. We’re all about home orchard culture that 
is different from commercial ventures. It’s about having fruit in the garden throughout the summer and fall seasons 
because you’ve planted varieties that produce one right after the other. It’s about taking advantage of the space you have 
to plant and recommending espaliers, four trees in one hole, hedgerows or whatever it takes to bring you the rewards of 
the best experience you’ve ever had picking an apricot from your own tree and melting into the sweet taste. Ahhhh, now 
that’s heaven.

Taste & Order at Art Under the Oaks – July  19 & 20
Now is the time to pre-order your fruit trees for arrival January, 2015. Pre-orders can be placed anytime 

from July 1st thru November 11th, 2014. Stop by the information counter any time after July 1st and pick up a copy 
of the pre-order list and pre-order form. You can also check out our website for a complete list of what we will be carrying 
in stock for the 2015 season. Enjoy a 20% DISCOUNT for early orders!!

 Don’t forget to stop by and taste all the wonderful fruit that Dave Wilson Nursery will be providing at our annual 
‘Art under the Oaks’ event. We would happy to help you pick from stock your favorite. It it’s not in stock we would be 
most happy to assist you in placing an order. 

Just Think! 
Your Own 
Farm Fresh 

Tree Ripened 
Fruit!

Announcements
•	 Watch the Valley Gardener on TV30 

for great gardening tips with host Jacquie 
Williams- Courtright at 7:30 am and 1:30 
p.m. Monday -  Friday and  repeated on 
Saturday at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and 1:30 pm 
&  Sunday at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and  
1:00 pm. Or catch on tv30.org.

•	 Plan	to	attend	the	Alameda County Fair 
– June 18 to July 6. (The fair is closed on 
Mondays). For more info: www.alamed-
acountyfair.com.

   Don’t Miss the Fair Plant Sale. On 
Sunday, July 6 many of the plants in the 
landscape gardens are sold at very reduced 
prices. The gates open at 6 p.m. for this 
very fun, fast paced sale. Yes, you pay for 
parking and admission but it’s worth it. 
Make sure to bring your wagon, cart, dolly 
or even baby stroller to help cart your pur-
chases to the parking lot.



Summer’s Here:  
Thyme To Start Your Herb Garden

Summer is here and that means outdoor fun, grilling and delicious salads. All the more reason to get your 
herb garden started today! Growing herbs is an easy, money-saving hobby that also happens to be good for 

your health. Whatever you’re cooking up at your cookout can be even tastier with your own fresh,  
homegrown herbs – so let’s get started! 

Flavor Things Up 
With Your Own Herb Garden

Plant these easy-to-grow herbs in your garden and enjoy 
some fresh-from-the-earth taste at your dinner table.  

A fresh take on Mint. Not only good in ice tea and 
 mojitos, Mint is good for what ails you – including indigestion, 
headaches, and cavities. But be careful! This herb needs its 
space. Mint grows quickly and can take over the rest of the 
garden. It’s best grown in containers.

The Thyme is right! This herb is virtually calorie-free 
and provides a delicious boost of flavor to soups, salads, and 
just about any other recipe you can think of. In addition to the 
regular flavor you can plant lime or lemon scented thyme. On 
a warm day a casual brushing of the leaves will perfume the 
air with a lemon or lime scent.

Don’t pass on Parsley. So much more than a garnish, 
parsley is full of nutrients and vitamins A, C and K. And while 

parsley grows slower than most herbs, it’s worth the wait. Just make sure the soil doesn’t get too dry; once the plant 
wilts, it rarely recovers.

Sage is all the rage. This especially water-wise herb is a favorite in plenty 
of dishes and has been used as a natural remedy for anxiety and fatigue. It needs 
plenty of sunlight, good soil, and a watering every other day.

Cilantro is two spices in one. A staple of Mexican and Asian cuisines,  cilantro 
supplies fiber and iron. Because of its deep taproot, cilantro needs deep soil to 
thrive. If your plant does go to seed, don’t throw the seeds away – they are a tasty 
spice known as Coriander.

Chive talkin’. This tasty herb adds oniony flavor to salads, eggs, cream cheese, 
mashed potatoes, and more. Even better?  It can help boost your immune system. 
Chives grow easily in full sun to part shade. The edible lavender flowers are a 
decorative bonus. They grow to be about 18" tall, but don’t require much space to 
flourish. 

Presto, it’s pesto! Go Basil. Known for its leaves’ warm spicy flavor, Basil 
is a good source of fiber, and has a detoxifying effect on the liver. (Out late? Try 
 incorporating  basil into your brunch!) Basil is a hardy plant that grows easily. 

Have You Herb These Handy Tips?
Let the sun shine in. An ideal spot would be a few steps from your kitchen, 

but choose a site that gets at least six hours of direct sun each day. Avoid ground where water stands or runs during 
heavy rains.

Loosen up – the soil, that is. If you’re using a container, plant herbs in a superior potting media, such as 
 Master’s Professional Potting Soil. In the garden, till or work the soil with Bumper Crop Organic Compost and fortify it 
by mixing in a rich organic plant food such as E.B. Stone Tomato & Vegetable Fertilizer.  Plant early in the morning or 
late in the afternoon to prevent transplants from wilting in the midday sun. 

Dig a little deeper. Because you are starting some herbs from bedding plants 
and not seeds, you will need to create larger planting holes. Dig each hole to about 
twice the width of the root ball of the new plant.

Give ‘em some space. Space the bedding plants about 18" apart to give them 
room to spread out and grow. Place taller herbs, like Sage and Rosemary, toward the 
back of the garden, and place Parsley and Cilantro at the front.

Can we see some ID? Add labels to each of your freshly planted herbs to 
make the easy to identify when cooking.

Start your herb garden today and start enjoying the big flavors of 
summer right from your backyard. It doesn’t get any fresher than that!
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IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly
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HOW TO FIND 
ALDEN LANE 

NURSERY

Alden Lane Nursery will be Closed the Fourth of July. 
Remember to shop early for your holiday flowers!

SPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item 

TO RECEIVE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief 
agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good July 1-31, 2014.

$1.00 OFF a 4" or 
larger Succulent.

They are 
water wise 
and great 
looking 
garden 

 additions.


