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When in “Drought” . . .
Save Water – Drink Wine:  A great customer 

 suggestion. Use the bottle to complete an easy watering 
system that includes a porous terra cotta spike. It was 
developed for vacation watering but works brilliantly for all 
plants indoors and out. Your homework: savor a bottle of 
your favorite valley wine or beverage of choice. 

Mulch: A 3" layer of shredded or nugget bark will help 
conserve 30% of your water. Remember to leave a 6" space 
around the plant stem. 

Focus your watering: It’s critical to maintain your 
trees, landscape plants and lawn (if you’re not going to convert it to low water plants). 
Drip irrigation, soaker hoses, deep root watering probes like a Ross Root Feeder or 
 simply a slow deep soak with a trickling hose will work wonders. For lawns – cycle the 
water. Deliver it in 2-3 sets rather than one long run. 

Use Soil Moist polymers to cut the water needs of thirsty plants by 50%. For 
 existing plants simply take a pencil or chop stick and poke holes in the soil around the 
plants, sprinkle the polymer into the holes and add water. The granules will absorb 
water and act as root water reservoirs. For initial planting simply mix into the planting 
mix. Remember ‘a little bit’ goes a long way. 

Convert your lawn to low water loving plants. We can help! See ‘Replacement 
Recipes’ inside this Newsletter for great ideas!!

Want A Farm to Fork 
Experience? 

Join Executive Chef Joe Rodrigues, Certified Executive 
Chef/Owner of Valley Catering on a trip to the Alden Lane 
Farm to harvest what is at its peak of flavor! Then we’ll 
head back to the nursery and watch Joe perform his magic 
in creating a simple and incredible dish. We’ll taste a sample 

and share the recipe. Each session will offer something unique and different as the garden offers up its seasonal 
bounty. Plan to join us for each session. Cost for each session is $20.00 or $50.00 for the series. 
 Saturday, July 26th 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
 Saturday, August 23rd 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
 Saturday, September 20th 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 Saturday, October 25th 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Meet Certified Executive Chef Joe Rodrigues
“Every caterer can arrange and coordinate an event – Valley Catering owner 

Joe Rodrigues has a special talent for making each occasion a memorable one. Joe 
has the uncanny ability to understand what his clients want and need. Having 
had the good fortune of working with Joe on various occasions I have seen him 
create a complete culinary adventure through sumptuous food and outstanding 
 presentation.” – Martin Yan, Master Chef, Host, Yan Can Cook

What’s 
Inside???

Bonus Dollar 
REMINDER!

It’s time to redeem 
Bonus Dollars this month 
through Labor Day! See 
inside for all the details.

Quilting in the 
Garden
September 27th & 28th

See details inside this 
Newsletter.

August 
Announcement 
Column



Win A 1/2 Wine Barrel, Soil & 
Moisture Granules

  1 Premium 
1/2 wine barrel 
planter
  2 – 2 cubic bags 
of Masters Profes-
sional Potting Soil

  1 – 3 oz. Soil 
Moist Granules 

WINE BARREL & SOIL
August 2014

Name: _____________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________  

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

 Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter online.

This will get you ready to  
plant almost anything and be water wise too!

Houseplant Heroes 
To The Rescue!

         Spathiphyllum / Peace Lily
Breathe easier by significantly reducing alcohols, acetone,  trichloroethylene, 

benzene, and formaldehyde in your interior spaces with the magnificent 
 Spathiphyllum or Peace Lily. This hard working plant exchanges toxins for 
 oxygen and is as beautiful as it is effective! 

It’s outstanding, lush green tropical foliage also produces white flowers 
 (unusual in a houseplant) and will endure low light. In exchange, it does enjoy a 
regular water schedule. These lovely plants with gently arching leaves are full and 
lush, and come in many sizes, both dwarf varieties at about 18 inches and very 
large varieties that grow to about 4 feet. You can’t miss with this exceptional and 
valuable indoor plant. This plant is not a good choice for households with small 
children or pets. We carry it in many sizes. Please call Sue at Alden Lane for prices 
and availability (925) 447-0280.

A $83.96 Value

No purchase necessary. Need not be present to 
win. Drawing to be held August 31, 2014.

Last year a new pest made its way into the Tri-Valley. 
One that had been seen in Southern California so we 
knew it was coming. It marched up the state over a 3-4 
year period.

Citrus Leafminer burrows into the citrus leaf and 
causes extensive damage to tender new growth. We saw it 
in large numbers near the end of last summer & fall. The 
leafminers thrive in the fresh new growth. Older trees 
having a lot of older, tougher leaves should be fine without 
treatment but younger trees can be especially hard hit as 
most of their leaves are susceptible to damage.

As we come up toward that time of year when 
 prevention can be the best cure, we are getting the word 
out what can be done to lessen the negative impacts while 

there is time to take preventative steps. 
Discouraging an over-abundance of new growth can be 

helpful in reducing damage. Plants that are watered more 
than twice a week, and those receiving excessive fertilizing 
are more likely to produce the soft foliage that leafminers 
favor. Our grower recommends a steady, light supply of 
citrus food monthly as opposed to heavier feedings three 
times a year, as is common.

Spinosad is our go to organic for preventative measures. 
It has shown to be somewhat effective against the young 
leafminer larva before it burrows into the leaf. Spray on 
young new foliage every 10-14 days as the fall growth 
spurt unfolds. Watch closely for leafminer activity and 
pinch out affected leaves as soon as damage is detected.

Watch for Citrus Leafminer



Notes for August Gardening
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Hailey's  
Comments

Keep after tomato hornworms and petunia budworms 
with another application of Safer’s Caterpillar Killer. 
It’s an effective, safe environmental control. 

Don’t forget your citrus! In order to get bumper crops feed 
lemons, oranges and other citrus monthly with Master’s 
Citrus Food. Remember to water the day before applying 
fertilizers. Also avoid feeding or treating on extra hot days. 

Treat compacted soils and lawns with EZ Wet. No amount 
of water or food will do the lawn any good if it isn’t 
 reaching the roots. Aerating your lawn is most helpful in 
improving water penetration too.

Keep those flowerbeds neat and blooming! Deadhead 
 (remove all old flowers). Cut back leggy petunias.  Fertilize 
with Master Rose and Flower Food to encourage more 
flowers.

Sow flower seeds. Many wildflowers and spring 
 blooming annuals grow from seeds scattered now. Try 
California Poppy, Bachelor Button, Alyssum and Godetia. 
Also plant biennials such as Hollyhock from seed now.

Clean up around fruit trees and pick any left-over 
fruit that can harbor insect pests or soft rot fungus. A 
light pruning to shape can be done now. 

Is your garden suffering from the summer blahs? Perk it 
up with colorful petunias, marigolds, vinca and dahlias! 

Hard to believe but it’s time to start planting winter 
vegetables from seed! The cabbage family members, 
root crops, and leafy vegetables such as broccoli, beets, 
carrots,  radishes, onions, spinach and chard are ready to 
be planted this month from seed. (Farmers in the valley 
are planting  winter vegetable crops from seed this month.)  
 Planting from seed now allows for a deep, established root 
 system and a very long growing season resulting in larger 
 harvests. Starter plants are available in mid-September.

Start working now to prevent the pesky weed oxalis 
in your lawn or landscape. Oxalis is a creeping clover-
type weed with yellow flowers. It can be prevented with 
Bonide Weed Preventer when applied between Aug. 15 
& Oct. 15. If you plan to reseed your lawn in the fall, do 
not apply a weed preventer to your lawn as it will prevent 
the lawn seeds from sprouting too, or delay reseeding 
until the spring.

Sunflowers are extremely easy to grow from seed in our 
area and those planted now will sprout and bloom by fall.  
This is one of the secrets of sunflowers. They make a great 
fall display. Choose from several varieties.

August is a great time to refresh summer scorched 
 Japanese Maples. Snip off crispy leaves even if it means 
deleafing the plant. Feed with Dyna-Gro Protekt. In four 
weeks to the day your maple will look spring refreshed. 
Just in time for the new leaves to color for fall.

Notes from Hailey the 
Nursery Dog . . . 

on an August dog  
day afternoon!!

Nothing like the shade of an 
oak tree on an August afternoon – 
the bees are buzzin, and the sweet 
scents of Alden Lane fill my wet 

nose – there is nothing finer to my senses, except of course, the heady 
fragrance of BBQ, (or squirrels), but I could write volumes about those 
kinds of smells that drive a perfectly sane dog into uncontrollable fits 
of drooling. 

I think it is time to stroll over to the archway, lay on my back and 
feel that cool breeze on my belly. If I time it right, (or manage to lay in 
the path of all oncoming carts), one of my fans will scratch all those 
itchy places only humans can find on a dog, the ones we would reach 
if only we had hands complete with thumbs. Go on, scratch your own 
belly right now. (No one is looking). See how good that feels? And you 
can do it anytime you want! 

Now if you scratch my belly I will reward you with a toothy grin 
that will send you into fits of giggles. It happens every time I make that 
face. I wish I had a mirror so I could see myself – it must be quite a 
sight. So take a break, get in the car and come out here for a visit. You 
might just want pack a lunch and have a little picnic. I wouldn't mind 
. . . I wouldn't mind at all!

New For Your 
Backyard Orchard  

in 2015!
For you Apricot-Plum lovers out there, 

here’s a new variety for you that you will love 
– Leah-Cot Aprium. A large size Aprium 
(a cross  between an apricot and a plum) 
with deep 
orange color 
inside and 
out, this fruit 
is a  reliable 
 annual bearer, 
with high 
 flavor and 
firm texture, 
and ripens 
mid to late 
June. It is 
self-fruitful, 
and only requires 500 chill hours or less. 

BaBa Berries are back! These ever-
bearing Red Raspberries with extra-large 
berries up to 1 – 1½ inches long will perform 
wonderfully in our warm weather. They have 
a very fine flavor and are good for all uses. 
Bears heavy crops in May-July with a smaller 
later summer crop through fall. Hardy to 0 
degrees and is self-fruitful. 



Crafternooners!
Another Creative Project from Alden Lane

Free Form Concrete Pots
Saturday, August 23, 1:30 to 3:30 pm 

Join us in  creating beautiful, free form  concrete masterpieces using 
quick dry concrete slurry and towels. Sounds interesting? 

You will be making an 8", 6", and 4" trio of 
free formed  containers, and will be bringing 
them home with you that  afternoon! This 
project is for any skill level and any age over 
12 years old. 

It is a great  afternoon get together, so bring 
your friends! We  provide all instructions and 
materials . . . you just bring an apron or wear 
clothes you don't mind getting a little dirty. 
This is one instance you DON’T want to wear 
white BEFORE Labor Day.

The cost for this project is $55.00 plus 
tax. Please contact our Alden Lane cashiers 
at (925) 447-0280 to sign up. Remember to 
reserve your space before  August 20th so 
we have enough materials for  everyone. Space is limited for this unique 
 project, so contact us today!

Small Trees, Big Fruit
Techniques aim at making the most of tiny backyards.

Stop by and select your “Backyard Orchard”!! You’ll be amazed! You can plant a 
whole fruit tree orchard in a very small space with backyard orchard culture and high density planting techniques that can 
 accomplish great fruit yield. Drop in and we’ll help with your questions. Here are some suggestions:
•  Plant many varieties in a small space
•  Prune in the summer for size control 
•  Successive Ripening = Choosing fruit tree varieties that ripen during different months of the year.
Take advantage of our 2015 Pre-Order Fruit Tree Program that runs until November 9th. Select from our fruit 

tree, grape and berry list, pre-order, pre-pay and enjoy a 20% DISCOUNT. Plants will be available for pickup the end of 
January. Stop by and pick up the Fruit Tree list or check out our website for details. 

Announcements
•  Watch the Valley Gardener on 

TV30 for great gardening tips with 
host Jacquie Williams- Courtright 
at 7:30 am and 1:30 p.m. Monday 
-  Friday and  repeated on Saturday 
at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and 1:30 pm & 
 Sunday at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and  
1:00 pm. Or catch on tv30.org.

•  The Livermore Amador  Valley 
Garden Club will meet  Thursday, 
September 11th at 7 p.m. at 
the Alisal Elementary School 
 multipurpose room, 1454 Santa 
Rita Road, Pleasanton. Come to 
hear Susan Handjan talk about 
 Mediterranean Plants and Gray 
Water Usage. Then on October 9th, 
Kate Frey will speak on  Gardens 
to Attract  Pollinators. Visitors 
welcome. For more  information, see 
www.LAVGC.org or call Bev at  
925-485-7812.

•  Bonsai Club meetings: 3rd 
 Saturday of each month, 2 p.m. at 
Alden Lane Nursery. Come one, 
come all! 

•  ATTENTION ROSE LOVERS! 
Our 2015 Rose  Pre-Order 
 Program will begin on 
 September 3rd & ends on 
 December 1st. Check out the 
 offerings on the web or drop by for a 
list. By pre-ordering and paying you 
will enjoy a 20% DISCOUNT. 

•  The Annual Rose Show will be 
held the weekend of October 4th 
and 5th at Alden Lane Nursery. 
All are welcome and encouraged to 
enter and share their lovely roses, 
so mark your calendars. Watch the 
Newsletter for further information. 

Garden Care in the Summer
F  Use a Ross Root Feeder to deep water and fertilize shrubs 

and trees. The Ross Root Feeder puts water at the roots of the 
plant where it belongs. Soaker hoses are excellent additions to 
your garden. They deliver water slowly to provide a deep soak.

F  Water your garden in the morning. Always water on a 
RISING temperature, it helps to prevent fungal and bacterial 
diseases in your garden. An exception would be on those extra 
hot days when early evening watering is fine. 

F  MULCH! Mulch! Mulch! Spread 3 to 4 inches of mulch 
around shrubs and trees. Leave a six-inch area open around 
the trunk of the tree so it can breathe. Mulching helps retain 
moisture and keeps the roots cool. 

F  Put shut-off valves on all your hoses. This way you can turn off the 
water as you move from place to place. 

F  Check the sprinklers. Replace damaged ones. Clean out clogged heads. 
Adjust so they aren’t watering sidewalks and driveways. 



Easiest Ever 5 Ingredient Landscape: These evergreen beauties will thrive year round:
    p  Star Jasmine (ground cover) 
    p  Ballerina Indian Hawthorne (low shrub) 
    p  Variegated Dwarf Myrtle (medium shrub) 
    p  Fortnight Lily (accent) 
    p  Compact Cherry Laurel (small evergreen tree) 

Dazzling Color 5 Ingredient Landscape: Color baked in:
    p  ‘Sunset Gold’ Breath of Heaven (low shrub) 
    p  Red Flower Carpet Roses (medium shrub) 
    p  ‘Maori Queen’ New Zealand Flax (accent) 
    p  Azure Germander (large shrub) 
    p  ‘Pink Beauty’ Nerium Tree (small flowering tree) 

Edible 5 Ingredient Landscape: As attractive as it is delicious:
    p  Thyme (ground cover) 
    p  Rosemary (low shrub) 
    p  Pomegranate (large shrub) 
    p  Dwarf Peach (large shrub) 
    p  Persimmon (medium tree) 

For greater flavor, use multiples of 3 or 5 arranged from lowest to highest when planting. Bon appetit!

Easy 5 Ingredient Recipes 
for Replacing Lawn Areas

What's cooking in you yard? Turn off the stove on these hot summer days and head 
 outside! You may have areas of lawn in your yard that need some fresh ideas.  

We have taken our inspiration for these 3 easy-peasy landscape “recipes” from those super 
simple 5 ingredient recipes we all love. No cooking required!

Garnish with Penstemon, Lantana  
and Santa Barbara Daisy.

Garnish with lavender, lemon 
balm, mint, basil, tomatoes!

Garnish with Daylillies, Society  
Garlic and Lily of the Nile.

 

Catapult your roses into fall bloom with this feeding recipe.  Livermore 
rose legend Dave Lowell inspired this feeding  program and it works 
 wonders. First, use only if your roses are well  established (planted for 
at least six months). ALWAYS water your plants deeply and thoroughly 
the day before feeding. Feed during the cool of the day. Avoid feeding on 
an extra hot day. Lightly work ingredients into the soil around the rose 
if possible.

Sprinkle around each rose:
1/2 cup bone meal .......................................(5 pounds feeds 18 roses)
1/2 cup E.B. Stone Organics 5-5-5 .............(5 pounds feeds 18 roses)
1/2 cup Iron Sulfate or GreenAll Soil Sulfur  
 (Granulated Sulfur) ................................(5 pounds feeds 18 roses)
2 tablespoons Epsom Salts  
 (magnesium sulfate) ..........................(1.25 pounds feeds 18 roses)
1 shovel full of chicken fertilizer .............(1 cubic foot feeds 9 roses)

After you’ve fed the roses, be sure to soak them. Never use in conjunc-
tion with systemic rose foods. The combination of bone meal and systemic rose foods pose a serious health risk to pets.

Dave’s Rose Program  
Gives Your Roses Autumn Beauty



Welcome Back to the Roosters!  
We have found a new metal rooster called a ‘Kellogg’ rooster! These fun and 

colorful birds would love to hang out in your yard and they don’t require any 
food or water. We also have new roosters in our garden store. These elegant fowl 
are made from natural materials and are great for your indoor decorating. Check 
out our new rooster kitchen towels and table runners in red, black and white. 
You’ll crow with delight!

Speaking of birds, one of our top sellers is this 
cute ceramic bird dish. The birds come in blue, 
red or tan. Perfect for jewelry or potpourri, these 
dishes make a great gift for any bird lover. 

Back in stock are our decorative Beehive jar 
candles. They will entice your senses with a 
honey-glazed fragrance that is sure to fill your 

home or business with 
a taste of summer, throughout the year. The jars 
are crafted to look like a beehive with a honey bee 
 flying by, which makes them perfect as centerpieces 
to refresh a table 
 setting or as gifts for 
any occasion. 

Come to Alden 
Lane for great gift 
ideas or to add new 
décor to your home, 
inside and out!

25% Off   
All  

In-Stock 
Birdbaths

Wednesday Classes at ALDEN LANE: 
 Lisa Norton Under the Oaks Wall Hanging  Laura Nownes Day 1 of 2: Kaleidoscope Quilt

Thursday Classes at ALDEN LANE: 
 Lynn Wilder Once Upon A Vine   Laura Nownes Day 2 of 2: Kaleidoscope Quilt

Friday Classes at ALDEN LANE: (*Intuitive Quilting is Full, See Monday the 29th)
 Jean Wells Intuitive Quilting Workshop  Tracy Souza Merry Christmas Projects

*Monday Class, September 29th at ALDEN LANE:  Tuesday Class, September 30th at ALDEN LANE: 
 Jean Wells Intuitive Quilting Workshop   Sally Collins My Stars (Call to sign up for  

     the wait list.)

Mark Your Calendars!
Saturday & Sunday, September 27th and 28th

Our featured artists are: 
Laura Nownes & Diana McClun along with Jean Wells & the Quilts of Sisters, Oregon

There will be classes on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, September 24th - 26th from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, before 
the show, and Monday & Tuesday after the show. See below for the schedule and check the website for updates. 

You can enter your own quilt for display; we’d love to show it. Simply go to “Quilting in The Garden” on 
our  website, download the form, and send it in. 

The show is FREE and parking is FREE! There is no Garden Tour this year. 



Join Us for the 7th Annual Tomato & Salsa Party
September 20th & 21st  •  1:00 - 4:00 p.m. each day 

Our party will feature Salsa music, chips for dipping, and the optional  sombrero. We’ll provide dozens of tomatoes to 
tantalize your taste buds, you’ll fall in love with all the flavors! You can jot down your favorites for next year to be sure and 
get what you like. 

We want to taste what you’ve done with your homegrown tomatoes, and reward you for your efforts! Bring in 2 quarts 
of your homemade salsa & your recipe to share (optional), and  compete for high honors as “Top Rojo with 
the Mojo”. So come on down and enter the competition. Your salsa will be judged by Alden Lane’s Salsa Lovers. Criteria 
will be: the use of spices, flavor complexity, and all around good taste. We’ll have two categories: Traditional Tomato-based 
and Everything Else.

Homemade salsa must be at Alden Lane Nursery by 11:30 on Saturday, September 20th. Winners will be announced 
on Sunday, September 21st at 4:15 p.m. We hope you’ll come and join us for this fun and festive event.

TOP WINNER brings home: 
P A $100.00 Alden Lane Gift Certificate to start your next salsa 

garden 
P Your name on the Perpetual Salsa Trophy and 
P Your recipe and picture will be posted on the nursery website. 

Fame and  fortune will follow you always. 

SECOND PLACE WINNER:
P Will receive a $35.00 gift  certificate for Alden Lane Nursery

THIRD PLACE: 
P A $25.00 gift certificate for Alden Lane Nursery 

 

Late Summer Color
August flowerbeds often suffer something 

of an identity crisis. Many of the annuals we 
 planted early in the year are past their prime. 
But, while it’s a hot and dry time of the year, 
it’s not too late for planting annuals. There are 
many garden flowers ready to turn even the 
most  unsightly bare spots into a bright,  colorful 
oasis. Here’s how to spruce up your sunny 
 flowerbeds. 
Low 3-8"
•  Petite Marigolds (yellow & orange) 
•  Lobelia (blue & white)
•  Alyssum (white, purple)
•  Ageratum (powder blue)

Medium 8-10"
•  Marigolds (yellow & orange)
•  Petunias (all colors) 
•  Asters (white, pink & blue)
•  Zinnias (all colors)
•  Vinca rosea (rose, pink & white)

Tall 30-60"
•  Cosmos (pink, white & wine red) 
•  Zinnias (all colors)
With the exception of the zinnias, all of 

the above will do well in half sun, half shade. 
Impatiens and begonias will also brighten any 
spot that gets full morning of sun. Remember 
that you can create living bouquets with these 
annuals. Fill clay pots, redwood tubs or hanging 
baskets for sparks of color on the front porch, 
patio or poolside.

It’s 
Time to 

Redeem 
Bonus 

Dollars this 
Month

Each spring you earn Bonus Dollars with your purchases 
at Alden Lane Nursery and in August they are redeemable. In 
order to accommodate summer vacations, the redemption time 
will include the whole month of August and through Labor 
Day,  September 2nd. So bring those green bonus dollars in and 
save!!

They are redeemable for up to 1/2 the value of your purchase. 
If you earned $20 you could apply them to a $40 purchase and 
get 1/2 off for instance. Bonus Dollars don’t expire! If you didn’t 
 participate with us this spring don’t despair! The program has 
been so well received we will do it each April and May.
[Your bonus dollars may be applied to all purchases except sod, sale items, 
multiply priced merchandise and special orders. Not valid with other dis-
counts or coupons. Sales limited to stock on hand. Not redeemable for cash. 
SELECT YOUR PURCHASES CAREFULLY, ALL BONUS DOLLAR 
SALES ARE FINAL.]
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IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

0814

HOW TO FIND 
ALDEN LANE 

NURSERY

SPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item 

TO RECEIVE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief 
agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good August 1-31, 2014.

One Bonus 
 Dollar

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
Add to your  collection 

or apply to any 
 purchase over $2.00!


