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Announcements
•	 Watch the Valley Gardener	on	
TV30	for	great	gardening	tips	with	
host	Jacquie	Williams-	Courtright	
at	7:30	am	and	1:30	p.m.	Monday	
-	Friday	and		repeated	on	Saturday	
at	7:30	&	11:00	am,	and	4:00	pm	
&		Sunday	at	7:30	&	11:00	am,	and	
1:00	&	4:00	pm.

•	 Composting Information:	Call	
the	Rotline,	510-444-SOIL	for	
information	on	starting	your	own	
composting	pile	or	visit	the	website	
at	www.stopwaste.org.

•	 Plan	to	attend	the	Alameda Coun-
ty Fair	–	it	runs	through	July	8.	
(The	fair	is	closed	on	Mondays.)	
For	more	info:	www.alamedacounty-
fair.com.	

	 	 Don’t Miss the Fair Plant 
Sale.	On	Sunday, July 8	many	of	
the	plants	in	the	landscape	gardens	
are	sold	at	very	reduced	prices.	The	
Gates	open	at	6	p.m.	for	this	very	
fun,	fast	paced	sale.	Yes,	you	pay	
for	parking	and	admission	but	it’s	
worth	it.	Make	sure	to	bring	your	
wagon,	cart,	dollie	or	even	baby	
strollers	to	help	cart	your	purchase	
to	the	parking	lot.	

•	 Don't miss our Fruit Tasting at 
Art Under the Oaks!	After	you	
sample	–	order	your	favorites.	Take	
advantage	of	our	pre-season	pricing	
on	Special	Order	fruit	trees.	Pre-
order,	pre-buy,	and	receive	a	20%	
discount!	Our	Order	Books	open	
this	weekend	for	the	next	bare-root	
season;	and	you	can	choose	from	
over	225	varieties	on	different	root-
stocks	to	fit	all	yard	and	gardens.

	 	 All Fruit Trees 20% OFF – 
Only on July 21 & 22,	Saturday	&	
Sunday	(Art	Under	the	Oaks	week-
end)!	This	sale	is	limited	to	stock	
on	hand	and	does	not	include	citrus	
trees.

Alden Lane Nursery &  
the Livermore Art Association
Celebrate 26 years of 
Art Under the Oaks 

Join	us	for	a	wonderful	celebration	of	art,	music,	wine	and	fruit	
tasting.	We	will	have	over	50	local	artists	demonstrating	their	craft,	
music	will	fill	the	grounds,	ten	local	wineries	will	be	pouring	sam-
ples,	and	Dave	Wilson	Nursery	will	be	here	with	over	20	varieties	
of	summer	ripening	fruit	for	tasting,	yum!	You	can	also	stop	by	and	
see	what's	new	with	the	Valley	Woodcarvers.	
	A	special	plant	and	art	exhibit	called	“Road to Rio”,	will	

feature	a	
garden	filled	
with	bright	
colored	art	
and	tropical	
plants,	stop	
by	Ruthie's	
Room	and	
take	a	
“COOL”	
break	in	
our	tropical	
paradise!
	There	are	

raffle	prizes	
every	hour	
of	the	show.	
If	your	name	
is	pulled	on	Sunday	at	4pm,	you	win	the	grand	prize	of	orginal	art	
valued	at	over	$200.00.	Every	hour	winners	receive	a	$25.00	gift	
certificate	to	the	nursery.	

	Admission	is	FREE.	Parking	is	FREE.	Additional	FREE	
parking	is	available	at	Sunset	Business	Park	located	at	the	
corner	of	Concannon	and	Holmes	-	FREE SHUTTLES!
For	more	information,	contact	the	nursery	at	(925)	447-0280	or	

visit	our	website	at	www.aldenlane.com.The Nursery will be 
closed July 4th!



Enter the  County 
Fair Amateur 

 Gardening 
 Competitions 

	
Rose Show
Period	2:	 Tuesday,	July	3	

•	 Deliver	to	the	Ag	Building,	
West	End	between	7	-	9	a.m.	
	Enter	Gate	12	off	Valley	Avenue.
•	 Bring	address	labels	for	easy	
	entry.	There	are	nominal	entry	
fees.	
•	 All	cars	must	be	removed	from	
the	delivery	area	after	drop		
off	by	9:30	a.m.	Pick-up	by	claim	
check	only.	
•	 For	more	details	go	to	www.
AlamedaCountyFair.com,	click	on	
Exhibit	Catalog,	look	at	Exhibit	
Categories	and	click	on	Amateur	
Gardening	or	call	(925)	426-7600.

Planting	supplies	include:
  1	bag	(2	cu.	ft.)	Planting	Mix
  Stakes
 Master	Start	Fertilizer

A	$70.00	Value

No	purchase		necessary.	Need	not	be		
present	to	win.	Drawing	held	on		
July	31,	2012.

CRAPE MYRTLE
July 2012

Name: _____________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________  

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

 Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter online.

Win A 5 Gallon Crape Myrtle 
Win a Crape Myrtle (tree form) plus Planting Supplies

It	is	the	perfect	tree	for	a	small	garden	or	patio,	or	a	flowerful	accent	in	the	garden.	Crape	
Myrtle	is	just	the	tree	for	the	Livermore	Valley.	
It	loves	hot	sun	and	blooms	bountifully!

SAVE THE DATE!!
Quilting in the Garden 

Saturday and Sunday Sept. 22 & 23 

Featured Artist:	 Judy	Mathieson
Guest Artists:	 See How We Sew: Christine	Batterman,	Laura	Nownes,	Jennifer	
Rounds,	and	Darra	Williamson
Classes	will	be	offered	on	Thursday	and	Friday	before	the	show	for	a	fee.	The	show	

and	parking	is	FREE!!
There	is	also	a	garden tour being	held	in	conjunction	with	this	show.	Ten	gardens	

with	quilts	are	open	on	Saturday	and	Sunday.	A	$20.00	ticket	can	be	used	both	days	
from	11	-	5	p.m.	All	proceeds	to	the	Livermore	Amador	Valley	Garden	Club.	
For	more	information	about	Quilting in the Garden 2012,	please	see	our	website!

Prevent Fungus in your Summer Lawn
Prevent	Brown	Spot,	the	most	prevalent	lawn	fungus,	in	your	summer	lawn.	Look	first	for	a	deep	blue	green	hue	

to	your	turf.		The	fungus	is	just	then	beginning	to	cut	off	vital	water	and	nutrient	supplies	from	the	roots.	Treatment	
should	begin	immediately.	By	the	time	the	patches	are	spreading	and	turning	brown,	the	fungus	has	got	a	strong	hold	
and	immediate	curative	measures	are	in	order.		Use	Bayer Lawn Fungicide.	It’s	easy	to	apply	and	effective.
We	recommend	that	you	water	your	lawn	in	the	morning	so	it	has	all	day	to	dry	off	before	evening.	Water	deeply	but	

not	daily.	Lawns	need	both	water	and	oxygen.	A	soggy	lawn	is	as	susceptible,	as	is	a	lawn	stressed	by	drought.	Lawns	
need	about	2.5”	of	water	per	week	in	the	heat	of	summer.	Apply	too	much	or	too	often	and	suffer	fungus	damage.	Apply	
too	little	and	suffer	drought	damage.
Brown	patches	in	the	lawn	can	also	be	caused	by	lawn	moth	larvae.	To	prevent	or	control	this,	apply	Bonide Grub 

Beater.
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Mulching	makes	the	summer	easier	on	your	garden.	It	
	retains	moisture	and	helps	minimize	weeds.	Use	a	4"	layer	
of	micro,	black	or	shredded	bark	for	the	best	results.	

Spruce up the garden	 with	 pots	 of	 red-white-blue	
	petunias	 for	 the	holiday.	We	have	 lots	 of	 instant	 color	
flowers	 to	make	holiday	 parties	 and	 barbeques	 all	 the	
more	enjoyable.	Shop early because the nursery will 
be closed on July 4th.

If	you’re	looking	for	something	to	do	on	a	warm	summer	
night	 –	 visit	 the	 fair.	The	Alameda	County	 fair	houses	
some	beautiful	landscape	exhibits.	It	runs	until	July	8th.	
If	you’re	looking	for	bargains	on	plants	attend	the	closing	
day	garden	exhibit	sale	from	6	p.m.	to	9	p.m.

Annual Art Under the Oaks Fruit Tasting	–	Join	us	
on	July	21	&	22	from	11	a.m.	to	4	p.m.	at	a	fruit	tasting.	
Taste	new	varieties	available	this	year	and	varieties	you	
never	find	in	stores	as	well	as	old	time	favorites.	

Pay	a	 little	 extra	attention	 to	your	roses this month,	
water	deeply	and	mulch	around	the	root	zone.	

This	is	a	great	time	to	enjoy	water gardening.	It	can	be	
as	small	as	a	large	pot	or	as	grand	as	an	in	ground	pond.	
We	have	the	supplies!

Tasty	crunchy	vegetables,	 juicy	 tomatoes,	 crisp	peppers	
and	tender	beans	all	benefit	from	regular	fertilizing	during	
their	growing	season.	We	recommend	Master Nursery’s 
Tomato & Vegetable Food.	It's	nutrient	rich	and	easy	
to	use.	

Look	 out	 for	cucumber beetles!	They	 are	 active	 and	
hungry	during	the	late	summer.	These	green	ladybug	look	
alikes	eat	all	but	the	veins	of	leaves	and	flowers,	l	eaving	
lace	like	skeletons	and	devouring	whole	plants	in	no	time.	
Use	Captain Jack’s  Spinosad or Garden Tech Sevin 
for	the	best	results.	

Plant Crape Myrtles now.	These	sun	and	heat	loving	
summer	bloomers	come	in	shrub	and	tree	form.	Choose	
from	white,	red,	lavender	and	many	shades	of	pink.	

An Herb Garden Adds  
Another Dimension To Your Cooking! 

One	of	the	most	consistent	summer	time	activities	is	firing	up	the	bar-be-que!	And	this	year	you	
can	tie	in	some	yummy	marinades	by	simply	planting	a	variety	of	herbs	in	the	garden.	One	thing	that	
will	spice	up	your	summer	fixins	is	an	herb	collection.	Try	grilling	chicken	with	an	oregano,	chive	and	
basil	marinade	or	fill	a	roasting	chicken	with	rosemary,	garlic	and	oregano.	Potatoes	take	on	an	entirely	
	different	flavor	when	roasted	with	a	basting	of	olive	oil	and	rosemary	or	chives.	Yum,	yum!	So	take	
a	few	minutes	and	add	herbs	to	the	vegetable	or	kitchen	garden.	You’ll	find	that	
their	magic	can	add	savory	taste	to	all	your	cooking!	
•	 Basil	–	There	are	so	many	different	varieties	available	to	plant.	The	Opal	

or	Purple Ruffle	basil	adds	zest	to	bottled	vinegars	as	well	as	a	pretty	color.	Use	
this	when	preparing	fresh	salad	dressing.	They	also	make	a	colorful	accent	in	the	
flower	garden.	Lemon	basil	is	good	in	salads,	marinades	or	fresh	fish	dishes.	The	
most	popular	is	sweet	basil	with	its	fragrant	leaves.	Use	it	in	pesto,	sprinkle	it	with	
chopped	garlic	on	prime	rib,	and	use	it	liberally	in	Italian	dishes.
•	 Chives	–	This	spiky	plant	looks	like	a	cluster	of	onions.	In	late	May	it	is	crowned	with	

lavender	flowers.	Clip	and	chop	handfuls	of	it	to	season	potato	dishes,	salads,		dressings,	
egg	dishes	and	soups.	It	is	one	of	the	most	versatile	kitchen	herbs.	You	can	flavor	white	vinegar	with	a	
few	stems	of	this	herb	and	enjoy	it	splashed	over	garden	ripened	tomatoes.
•	 Oregano	–	This	pungent	herb	is	no	foreigner	to	cooking.	Use	it	in	marinade,	grind	it	to	add	to	pizza,	spaghetti	sauce	

or	salad	dressings.	And	one	summer	favorite	is	to	add	it	with	fresh	basil	to	an	oil	and	vinegar	marinade	for	fresh	from	the	
garden	flavor.

The Houseplant Helper: Combat the FUNGUS GNAT!
An	annoying	little	critter,	the	

small	flying	black	gnat	that	emerges	
from	your	indoor	plants,	is	just	that	
–		annoying!	It	will	not	hurt	your	
plants,	pets,	or	you,	but	does	indicate	
a		problem	you	might	have	-		watering	
too	frequently.	They	love	moist,	
stagnant	soil	and	thick	layers	of	damp	
moss,	along	with	decaying	roots.	The	

first	line	of	defense	is	to	make	sure	
you	are	not	over-watering,	and	to	
remove	the	decorative	moss	around	
the	base	of	the	plant.	They	only	live	
in	the	top	2"	of	the	soil,	so		replacing	
old	soil	with	fresh	soil	is	very		helpful.	
Spraying Horticultural Oil around	
the	base	of	the	plant	will	kill	all	
stages	of	their	growth.	Another	

	helpful	hint	is	to	sprinkle	a	thin	
layer	of	diatomaceous	earth	on	the	
top	of	the	soil,	which	will	destroy	the	
emerging	adult	gnats;	or	water	with	
BT Caterpillar Killer	to	manage.	
All	of	these	solutions	are	safe	for	you	
and	your	household	(except	for	those	
pesky	gnats!).



4  The	blazing	hot	sun	of	July	
and	a	warm	afternoon	breeze	can	
pull	the	water	out	of	plant	life	like	
air	out	of	a	balloon.	Any	plant,	but	
especially	newly	planted	ones	will	
appreciate	having	water	very	near	
by.	Be	ready	to	water new plants 
daily,	give	them	a	good	thorough	
soaking,	making	sure	their	root	ball	
gets	wet	from	their	tips	to	their	toes.	
Building	a	berm	or	basin	around	
each	plant	is	especially	helpful.	You	
can	see	the	difference	between	those,	
which	do	have	a	basin,	and	those,	
which	don’t	after	just	a	few	weeks.	
Those	which	do,	flourish.
4  Use	this	guideline	to	build a 

basin around your plants.	A	basin	
which	holds	one	gallon	of	water	for	
one	gallon	plants;	5	gallons	of	water	
for	5	gallon	plants;	and	15	gallons	of	
water	for	15	gallon	plants.
4  Discourage	surface	rooting	

by	providing	supplemental deep 
 waterings.	We	suggest	three	such	
soaks	one	in	early	summer,	one	in	
mid	summer	and	a	third	in	late	
summer.	Starting	at	the	trunk	lay	
a	soaker	hose	on	the	ground	and	
continue	around	the	tree	in	spiral	
fashion	until	you	get	to	the	drip	line	
(the	edge	of	the	foliage	down	to	the	
ground).	Turn	the	water	on	ever	so	
slowly	and	let	it	soak	for	72	hours	
straight.
4  Deep	root	watering	probes	

like	the	Ross Root Feeder	are	an	
excellent	way	of	providing	moisture	
where	the	roots	can	use	it.	Attached	
to	a	hose,	these	probes	are	inserted	
into	the	soil	at	the	plant	dripline.	

Summer	Gardening
Summer	gardening	is	a	bit	different	here	in	the	Livermore	Valley.	There	are	days	the	
cooling	layer	of	fog	barely	reaches	the	Oakland	Hills	let	alone	Livermore.	So	take	some	
hot	weather	precautions	for	your	garden	to	protect	it	from	the	withering	temperatures.	
Glance	through	our	checklist	for	some	great	ideas.

Turn	the	water	on	slowly,	let	it	soak	
for	20	to	30	minutes	then	move	it	
to	another	site.	This	deep-water	
application	will	encourage	roots	
to	go	down	rather	than	up!	This	is	
especially	beneficial	for	lawn	trees.		
This	probe	also	has	the	capability	of	
feeding	too.	Fertilizer	tablets	are	put	
into	a	cartridge	and	dissolve	with	the	
water	flow.	But	remember	never	feed	
a	thirsty	plant.
4  Water your garden in 

the morning.	Always	water	on	a	
	RISING	temperature.	It	helps	to	
	prevent	fungal	and	bacterial	diseases	
in	your	garden.	An	exception	would	
be	on	those	extra	hot	days	when	early	
evening	watering	is	fine.
4  MULCH! Mulch! Mulch!	

Spread	3	to	4	inches	of	mulch	around	
shrubs	and	trees.	Leave	a	six-inch	
area	open	around	the	trunk	of	the	
tree	so	it	can	breathe.	Mulching	helps	
retain	moisture	and	keeps	the	roots	
cool.

4  Put	shut-off valves	on	all	
your	hoses.	This	way	you	can	turn	off	
the	water	as	you	move	from	place	to	
place.
4  Check the sprinklers.	

Replace	damaged	ones.	Clean	out	
clogged	heads.	Adjust	so	they	aren’t	
watering	sidewalks	and	driveways.
4  Use	polymer gel “Soil 

Moist” in	your	potting	soil	when	
planting	sunny	container	plants.	Soil	
Moist	water	holding	polymer	will	cut	
your	watering	in	half.	It’s	great	for	
the	plants	to	provide	extended	even	
moisture	and	great	for	you	.	.	.	less	
watering	to	do	on	hot	summer	days.	
This	soil	additive	is	a	must	in	thirsty	
hanging	moss	baskets.
4  Water each plant 

 thoroughly if in a container.	At	
the	nursery	we	water	frequently	in	
summer	heat.	Correct	procedure	is	to	
water	the	containerized	plant	until	
the	water	runs	slightly	over	the	top-
sides	of	the	container	and	drains	out	
the	bottom	of	the	container.
4  How often do I water?	This	

is	a	frequently	asked	question.	You	
are	the	best	judge	because	you	know	
the	surrounding	better	than	we	do.	
Test	the	soil	around	the	plant.	Water	
thoroughly	if	needed.	Allow	the	plant	
to	go	slightly	dry	before	watering	
thoroughly	again.	After	2	or	3	times	
of	following	this	procedure	you	will	
know	the	intervals	of	days	the	plant	
can	go	without	watering	again.
4  Remember,	if	there	is	a	

	drastic	change	of	temperature	either	
way	it	will	affect	your		watering	
schedule.	As	a	rule	of	thumb,	
	hanging baskets need to be 
 watered daily.	In	hot	spells	twice	a	
day	is	not	overdoing	it.

In the Heat of Summer, Follow these Houseplant Tips!!
•	 The	sun	is	much	stronger	now	so	move tender  house- 

plants	 a	 little	 further	 away	 from	 the	 burning	 rays.	 An	
	unshaded	window	intensifies	the	heat	from	the	sunrays.	
•	 If	you	are	moving	houseplants	outside	for	your	and	their	

“summer	vacation”,	place them in a shady spot.	Afternoon	
sun	will	do	serious,	if	not	fatal,	damage	to	the	leaves.	Watch	
the	intended	area	to	make	sure	the	sun	will	not	openly	hit	
the	plants.
•	Feed houseplants on	a	monthly	basis.	It’s	their	biggest	

growing	season	thanks	to	brighter	light	and	more	warmth.

•	Do not leave houseplants in hot cars	for	any	amount	
of	time.	Take	them	home	immediately.	(The	same	for	nursery	
plants.)
•	 We’ve	been	recommending	Sea Kelp Life	or	VF-11	to	

gardeners	with	some	terrific	results.	Try	some	this	summer.	
•	Alden Lane has a roomful of beautiful interior 

plants	to	add	to	your	collection	or	for	the	perfect	gift.	Use	
saucers	to	catch	overflow.	Suck	up	water	with	a	turkey	baster	
and	use	to	water	other	plants.



“Let Me Entertain You”
It’s	time	for	Art Under the Oaks	which	means	beautiful		artwork	and	fantastic	Livermore	wines	all	under	our	ma-

jestic	heritage	oak	trees.	In	keeping	with	handcrafted	beautiful	artwork	I	have	found	the	most	whimsical,	handcrafted,	
made	in	the	USA,	balancers	created	from	spoons	and	other	recycled	metal	with	dragon-
flies	and	butterfly	accents.	These unique balancers would definitely add whimsy 
in to the garden.

Another	new	and	exciting	line	
for	our	event	is	a	line	of	Soy can-
dles from Paddywax.	They	are	
hand	poured	in	the	USA	and	the	
scents	are	very	unique:		Mandarin	
	lavender,	Thyme	Olive	Leaf,	
	Verbena	Lemongrass,	my	personal	
favorite,	and	Pomegranate	Current	
to	name	a	few.	The	lidded	candle	is	
actually	poured	into	a	recycled	wine	
bottle.	The	candle	will	burn	up	to	
60	hours.	The	line	also	has	soaps	
and	room	diffusers	with	the	same	
unique	scents.
For	girls	night	out	bring	your	

	favorite	wine	in	one	of	our	new 
wine purses!	It’s	a	wine	tote	which	resembles	a	wine	purse	in	rich	
colors	of	Merlot,	Ruby,	Chocolate	and	for	extra	fun	a	Leopard	print.	
It	also	makes	a	great	hostess	gift!	There	are	two	styles	to	choose	
from,	both	feature	a	convenient	pocket	to	hold	a	wine	opener.
To	really	get	the	party	going	we	have	some	new	cheese boards 

from Picnic Plus.	The	tempered	glass	cutting	board	with	four	
essential	steel	tools	which	are	conveniently	stored	in	the	bamboo	
base	would	also	make	another	great	hostess	gift.
So	stop	by	the	Gift	Shop	during	the	month	of	July	to	see	all	of	

our	new	great	offerings.	As	always	we	will	gift	wrap	for	free!
Cheers,	Accessory	Buyer	Carole Frost

For A Wall of Color . . . 
Plant  Bougainvilleas!
July	is	a	great	month	for	planting	Bougainvilleas.	

Many	varieties	are	available	in	bloom	at	the	nursery	
now	–	you	can	choose	the	perfect	color	for	your	arbor,	
trellis	or	groundcover.
Bougainvilleas	vibrant	colors	come	from	the	three	

large	bracts	that	surround	the	small		inconspicuous	
flower.	Frequent	pinching	keeps	new	growth	so	
	compact	the	color	will	almost	cover	the	leaves.	
In	our	area,	protect	the	bougainvillea	from	frost	

by	planting	them	against	a	warm	south	or	west	
	facing	wall.	Tenting	with	plastic	and		decorating	
with		Christmas	tree	lights	on	cold	nights	adds		extra	

	protection.	It	is	a	
	vigorous	grower	and	
will	bloom	continuously	all	summer	long.	

Plant them with caution!		Their	roots	don’t	form	a	tight	ball	and	can	be	damaged	if	
you	remove	them	from	the	can	in	the	usual	fashion.	It’s	better	to	cut	away	the	bottom	of	
the	can	with	a	utility	knife.	Then	slip	a	heavyduty	rubber	band	or	twine	around	the	can.	
	Leaving	this	intact,	make	2-3	slices	down	the	side	of	the	can.	Support	the	bottom	with	
your	hand,	and	gently	place	the	pot	in	the	hole.	Backfill	the	hole	and	then	slip	the	can	out	
of	the	ground.	
The	first	summer	water	regularly.	Next	year	they	will	not	only	tolerate	low	water,	but	

will	actually	bloom	more		profusely	if	you	keep	them	on	the	dry	side.



•  July 25, 3:30 p.m.  FaiRy 
GaRdeninG Fun!
Make	your	own	furniture	for	your	fairy	

garden	using	natural	materials.	We’ll	also	
see	what’s	growing	in	the	Kid’s	Garden.	
For	kids	5	years	and	up,	$10	per	child.

•  August 8, 3:30 p.m.  FeatHeRed FRiendS and
 tHeiR FavORite FOOd – WORmS!
Come	and	meet	our	chickens	and	help	us	dig	for	worms.	Mmm,	the		chickens	

love	them.	For	kids	2	years	and	up,	$10	per	child.

Kidz Club
Looking for some 
 summer fun?
It’s time for Kid’s Club! 

Concrete Leaf Class
Saturday, August 4th 

from 9-11am
You	know	you’ve	been		wanting	to	

do	it	–	here’s	your	chance!		Making	
these		permanent,	gorgeous		additions	
to	your	garden	décor	is	fun	and	
easy.	The	cost	is	$75.00	plus	tax,	
and		includes	a	“making”	session	
on		August 4,	where	we	take	fresh	
garden	leaves	and	“cast”	them	into	
works	of	art.	
They	need	some	time	to	dry	

before	painting,	and	then	you	will	
come	back	for	our		painting		session	
on	August 25.	The	cost		covers	both	
classes,	instructions	and	materials.	
Just	bring	yourself	and	wear	clothes	
that	you	don’t	mind	getting	a	little	
messy	–	and	best	of	all	–	we	clean	up!	
This	class	is	even	more	fun	when	

you	bring	a	friend	or	two.	It	is	a	
great	way	to	spend	the	morning,	and	
you’ll	come	away	with	a	work	of	art	
you	can	be	very	proud	of.	Please	sign	
up	early,	class	size	is	limited.	Call	our	
Alden	Lane	cashiers	at	925-447-0280	
and	reserve	your	space.	Payment	is	
due	at	time	of	sign	up.

One	of	 the	most	 stunning	 tropical	
bloomers	is	the	hibiscus.	This	dazzling	
beauty	is	a	native	of	the	Pacific	Islands	
and	Asia	and	a	member	of	the	Mallow	
(malvaceae)	 family.	Hibiscus	 come	 in	
thousands	 of	 solid	 and	 combination	
colored	 flowers	but	 there	 is	not	 true	
black	 or	 blue	 color	 in	 its	 range.	The	
blossom	size	ranges	 from	2"	upwards	
toward	10"	 or	more.	The	 flowers	 are	
available	 singles	 and	 doubles.	 It	 is	
the	 national	 flower	 of	Malaysia	 and	
the	 variety	H.	 rosa-sinensis	 is	 the	
state	flower	of	Hawaii.	Interest	in	the	
	hibiscus	started	around	the	turn	of	the	
century	with	strong	interest	developing	
in	California,	Florida,	Australia	 and	
New	Zealand.	The	American	Hibiscus	
Society	formed	in	the	1950’s	to	track	
and	name	all	 the	varieties	that	could	
be	found.
The	Chinese	 or	Tropical	Hibiscus	

(H.rosa-sinensis)	is	one	of	the	showiest	
flowering	 shrubs.	Although	 it	 needs	
protection	here	in	the	Tri-Valley	area,	
it	can	thrive	on	a	covered	patio	or	 in	
containers	so	 it	can	be	moved	during	
cold	 weather.	 Position	 it	 against	 a	
southern	or	western	facing	wall	in	the	
winter	so	that	it	will	benefit	from	the	
warmth	after	the	sun	has	gone	down.	
Even	 the	hardiest	 varieties	need	 the	
protection	of	a	patio	or	roof	overhang	
because	of	our	freezing	temperatures	
in	the		winter.	Protect	it	from	the	very	

Brilliantly Flowered 
 Hibiscus  

Just Say “Summer”!
hot	 afternoon	 sun	
during	the	summer.	
H. rosa-sinensis	has	
glossy	 foliage	 and	
	depending	 on	 the	
variety	it	has	either	
a	 loose	 and	 open	
growth	pattern	or	a	
dense	compact	one.	
Color	range	includes	
white	through	pink,	
salmon,	red,	yellow,	
apricot	 to	 orange.	
They	like	to	be	kept	moist	but	not	wet.	
In	the	summer	a	layer	of	mulch	around	
the	plant	will	help	maintain	consistent	
moisture	 in	 the	 soil.	 If	 your	hibiscus	
is	in	a	container	feed	it	twice	monthly	
with	Maxsea Bloom Food	from	April	
to	mid	September	to	keep	it	in	the	best	
shape.	Do	not	feed	after	that	to	allow	the	
foliage	to	harden	for	the	winter	ahead.
Another	member	 of	 the	 hibiscus	

family	 is	 more	 tolerant	 of	 colder	
	temperatures.	Hibiscus syriacus	or	Rose	
of	Sharon	is	also	called	Shrub		Althaea.	
This	blooming	beauty	is	leafless	in	the	
winter	and	can	reach	a	height	of	10	–	12'.	
It	is	available	in	either	single	or	double	
flowers	and	has	many	named		varieties.	
Rose	of	Sharon	is	more	drought	tolerant	
than	the	Tropical	Hibiscus.	For	larger	
flowers,	 during	 the	 winter	months	
prune	 back	 the	 previous	 season’s	
growth	to	two	buds.



Just Think! Your Own 
Tree Ripened Fruit!!
Admittedly	the	grocery	store	is	a	convenience	and	for	

the	more	adventurous	a	farmer’s	market	has	more	taste	
and	unusual		varieties	available	but	the	best	of	the	best?	
Well,	that’s just plain  homegrown!	For	years	Alden	
Lane	Nursery	has	worked	with	Dave Wilson Nursery	to	
purchase	best	varieties	of	fruit	trees,	berries	and	grapes	
for	the	valley	area.	There’s	nothing	like	the	taste	of	fresh	
peach	plucked	from	your	own	tree	–	warm,	juicy	and	sweet	
or	a	warm,	fragrant	slice	of	apple	pie	made	with	apples	
from	a	tree	you	planted	and	nourished	while	it	grew.	
Check	with	us	at	Alden	Lane	for	the	right	varieties	for	

your	home	orchard.	We’re	all	about	home	orchard	culture	
that	is		different	from	commercial	ventures.	It’s	about	hav-
ing	fruit	in	the	garden		throughout	the	summer	and	fall	
seasons	because	you’ve	planted		varieties	that	produce	one	
right	after	the	other.	It’s	about		taking		advantage	of	the	
space	you	have	to	plant	and	recommending		espaliers,	four	
trees	in	one	hole,	hedgerows	or	whatever	it	takes	to	bring	
you	the	rewards	of	the	best	experience	you’ve	ever	had	
	plucking	an	apricot	from	your	own	tree	and	melting	into	
the	sweet	taste.	ahhhh, now that’s heaven.

Recipe for Good Garden Soil!
Good Garden Soil Starts Here!!

For each 100 square feet add: 
 5 to 8– 2 cubic ft. bags Master Gold Rush or  
Bumper Crop ®
 5 lbs. Iron Sulfate to acidify and add iron.
 10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food, 
Master Formula 49 can be used for ground  covers. 
 50 lbs. Gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds  sulfur & 
calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)

Mix well with your soil to an 8" depth and water well. 

If	you	are	preparing	a	vegetable	or	flower	garden	
bed	here’s	a	tried	and	true	soil	preparation	recipe	that	
works	wonders.	It	lightens	our	heavy	soil,	nourishes	it	
and	buffers	the	pH	to	make	it	‘just	right’	for	the	suc-
cess	of	your	vegetable	and	flower	transplants.

It's Harvest Time
The	vegetable	garden	is	really	getting	into	full	swing.	

There	are	bags	and	bushels	of	tomatoes,	zucchini,	string	beans,	and	peppers	to	harvest	and	share	
with	family	and	friends.	To	keep	the	vegetable	garden	healthy	and	thriving	follow	these	tips.
æ Fertilize	your	summer	vegetable	garden	routinely	with	MAXSEA Organic 

 Tomato Vegetable food	to	receive	the	highest	production	possible.
æ Maintenance	on	summer	vegetable	gardens	is	most	
	important	this	month.	Fertilizing will	keep	your	plants	
producing	right	up	to	the	cooler	weather.

æ Check for insect damage	and	use	the	appropriate	sprays.	
Bring	a	sample	of	the	damage	into	the	nursery	and	we’ll	
diagnose	it	for	you.

æ Water should be applied as needed.	If	the	plant	is	
finished	with	its	production,	remove	it.	Leaving	an	old	or	
damaged	plant	will	only	spread	diseases	to	the	rest	of	the	
garden.

æ Pick vegetables when they are young.	This	will	give	
you	tender	vegetables	and	keep	the	flowers	and	production	
high	through	the	summer	months.

æ Harvest	old	vegetables	and	compost	them.	
æ For	moisture	retention	and	weed	control,	use	Bumper 

Crop	mulch	monthly.



SPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item 

TO RECEIVE FREE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief 
agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good July 1-31, 2012.

$1.00	OFF	a	4"	or	
larger	Succulent.

They	are	
water	wise	
and	great	
looking	
garden	
	additions.

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280 
aldenlane.com

Nursery Hours
8:30 to 6:00 Daily

CLOSED JULY 4TH
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IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

0712

HOW TO FIND 
ALDEN LANE 

NURSERY

Alden Lane Nursery will be closed for the 4th of July, so remember to shop early!


