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Fall Festival 
is here this 

month! 
Mark your calendars for 

our Fabulous Fall Festival 
on October 15th & 16th, 

22nd & 23rd and  
29th & 30th. 

The Festival hours are  
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 Participate in scarecrow 
building the first  weekend, 

games, enjoy apple 
 tasting, farmer’s market, 

 pumpkins and much more. 
All details inside this 

Newsletter.  
See you there!

Saturday, October 8th, 1:00 - 6:00 pm.
Sunday, October 9th, 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Awards given out at 3:00 pm 
Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane, Livermore  •  925-447-0280

Co-sponsored by the Mt. Diablo Rose Society & Alden Lane Nursery

Public Entries Welcome! 
Roses can be entered on Saturday, October 8th from  

7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Rosarians will be on hand to help new 
 exhibitors enter. Cut your rose stems long.  

Bring address labels for “easy entry” completion.
Be prepared to delight in the sights and fragrance of hundreds 

of beautiful roses. Bring your note pad so you can jot down those 
 varieties you can’t live without. And, don’t forget, you can pre-order 

your favorites and enjoy a 20% Discount  
through the middle of December. See you there!

Rose Show Special!
We’d like to inspire you to bring roses in from your garden, 

so anyone bringing a cut rose to display in our  Annual Rose 
Show will receive a coupon good for $5.00 OFF the price 
of ANY plant in the nursery of a $10 value or more! Must 
redeem coupon by  November 30, 2011. Cut roses must 
be entered on October 8th by 10:00 a.m.  

2012 Rose Pre-Order Program
This is the month to drop by the nursery and pick up 

your 2012 Rose List. Pre-orders are now being taken thru 
 December 11th for the 2012 season and will be given a 20% 
 DISCOUNT when you order and pre-pay. There are lots 
of new and exciting roses to pick from  including the AARS 
 winners. Pre-ordered roses will be available for pick-up in 
mid  December.

    Come &  
   Enjoy Our  
   19th Annual  
  Fall Rose  
    Show

All Trees on Sale!!
For the month of October Alden Lane Nursery will have ALL TREES 25% TO 50% 

OFF!! Fall is the perfect season for planting trees. The freshly planted roots love the warm 
soil, and the cooling temperatures are quite forgiving on the foliage. Add in impending 
rain and you’ve got the perfect formula for successful tree planting. We have a very large 
selection of trees waiting to get out of their pots and into your soil. 

Need Fresh Fruit? All citrus varieties including Meyer Lemon, Navel Orange, 
 Kumquats and more are all 25% Off.  All Espaliered Fruit trees are 25% Off. All  deciduous 
fruit including Apples, Figs, Pomegranates, and many more are 50% Off. All Grapes and 
Berries are also 50% Off!

Our large space gives us the widest selection of trees in the area, and there are huge 
savings to be had from our current stock of 5 gallon to 24" boxed trees. The sale includes 
STOCK ON HAND ONLY, SPECIAL ORDERS DO NOT APPLY so come in early for the 
best selection on specially priced Alden Lane trees!  

Book Early & Get Great Deals!
Take advantage of our advance Fruit Tree Sale. You can pre book & pre pay for your 

fruit trees from now until November 12th and get a 20% discount off our 2012 fruit tree 
prices. Come in and pick up a 2012 Price list and order form to select the varieties you’ve 
been longing to add to your back yard orchard. The list and order form is available online 
too – www.aldenlane.com.



Invest in Spring! Plant bulbs now!
Think spring now! The full range of fall planted, spring 

blooming bulbs are here. Choose from tulips, hyacinths, 
crocus,  daffodils/narcissus, iris, freesias, anemones, 
 ranunculus, lilies and more.

For the best selection shop early. Store bulbs in a cool 
dry place until the weather substantially cools this fall 
before planting. Refrigerate tulips, hyacinths and crocus 
for 6-8 weeks. The chilling enhances flower  development 
providing for nice long stems. Put the bulbs in paper bags, 
 label, date and put them in the crisper. Do not mistake 
them for soup ingredients. Be prepared to plant them as 
soon as you take them out of refrigeration (each day you 
delay you loose a week of chilling benefit). 

Consider planting bulbs in  containers. This is a great 
way to  accent your porch or 
patio. When they are finished 
blooming you can then relocate 
them to a side yard where they 
can continue to be  watered 
and nurtured allowing them to 
dry down naturally. It’s impor-
tant that the bulb be allowed 
to reabsorb all the energy of 
the leaves before they rest in 
 summer.

Add another dimension to 

your bulb pot or garden by planting a blooming  blanket 
of  flowers over the top. Here are some great double deck 
combinations: yellow daffodils and dark blue/purple 
pansies; peach tulips and light blue forget-me-nots; 
white  tulips and pastel yellow pansies; red tulips, white 
 paludosum daisies with blue pansies.

Most bulbs are planted point up, but when in doubt, 
plant sideways! Our nursery professionals will show you 
what’s up and what’s down.

Choose bulbs that will provide a succession of bloom. 
There are varieties of tulips, daffodils, narcissus, and iris 
that will provide early, mid, or late spring bloom. 

The layered look not only works in fashion but in the 
garden too. In a pot or garden bed plant bulbs in layers 

to produce a mixed bouquet look. 
Bulbs are planted 2½ times their 
diameter deep. So plant the larger 
bulbs, like daffodils deep. Over the 
top of  daffodils plant tulips, then 
freesia and finally grape hyacinths.

You can even layer the same 
kind of bulb. For instance plant all 
 daffodils some at the recommended 
depth of 6-8" and another layer at 
4".  The shallower ones will bloom 
first and the deeper later.

From the Gift Shop
by Carole Frost

October is typically thought of as Harvest Month where we 
benefit from nature’s bounty. For me, my thoughts turn to 
 Christmas, transforming the Gift Shop from beautiful fall colors 
to a Christmas wonderland. For many customers it marks the 
 beginning of the Holiday shopping season – they like to start 
early to reduce the stress during the busiest time of year.

To accommodate those customers, and our regular shoppers, 
we have many items that would make excellent gifts for friends 
and family. One hot pick is our rose purses. They make a perfect 
gift: they are very attractive, come in a rainbow of colors, are a 
good value, and the perfect size for that evening out or for when 
you just need to carry a few items.

To go along with the purses, we have beautiful scarves in 
great fall/winter colors. My favorite has to be the silky amethyst 
with colorful threads woven into the fabric accented with a bead 
flower.

Another perfect gift would be a SOi candle by SOY 
 ESSENTIALS. The uniqueness of the candle is that the  inviting 
melt pool of pure soy is warm-never HOT- to the touch and 
can be used as a skin moisturizer to soothe irritated skin. The  
 fragrances are fabulous, many of which are scents you would find 
in the garden: Asian Citrus, Tea Leaf & Jasmine, Vanilla Orange, 
Mandarin Cranberry, Rosemary Lavender, Thai Lemongrass and 
Gardenia to name a few. The SOi by SOY ESSENTIALS is a local 
company out of Modesto, CA which makes it even better.

Come visit us and watch the transformation.



Notes for October Gardening
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Prevent Spurge, Oxalis and Dandelion in your lawn – 
 apply Master’s Lawn Food & Pre-emergent Weed 
Control. This is for lawns that will not be reseeded this 
fall.

Feed your lawn monthly. Begin applying Masters’ Fall 
& Winter Feed. It’s a critical time to nourish the lawn 
and keep it green and healthy through the fall and winter. 
If the lawn’s not green by Thanksgiving it will be hard 
to “green up” before the warmer temperatures of spring.

October is the ideal time to seed a lawn or renovate 
an old one. Prepare the seedbed according to our 
 instructions in our brochure. They’re free at the nursery. 
Your attention to these steps really pays off. It is also an 
excellent time to sod a new or patch an existing lawn.

Select and plant spring blooming bulbs this month and 
early next. Keep tulips, daffodils and hyacinth cool until 
the weather outside is wintery. Refrigerate them for 4 to 
6 weeks. Plant them Thanksgiving weekend. Plant iris, 
freesia and others now.

Onion, garlic and shallot sets are in and ready to plant 
now for harvest next summer. Choose from red, yellow, or 
white onions, shallots and white or pink garlic. 

This is the month to switch from growth to bloom food 
for azaleas, camellias and rhododendrons.  From 
October to the finish of bloom feed monthly with Master 
Bloom. This phosphorous rich food is great for flower bud 
development.  Rose and lilac growers have also reported 
that monthly fall and winter applications of Master 
Bloom have enhanced bloom.

Fall is a great time for branching out! Spring isn’t 
the only time to expand your landscaping horizons. The 
cool days and warm soil of autumn gives all kinds of trees, 
shrubs, and bulbs a great start. And when you add a little 
greenery to the scenery, the value of your home blossoms. 
Plan on planting this fall. 

Make sure your gardenia is green this winter. Feed with 
Master’s Azalea, Camellia, Gardenia Food and Iron 
Sulfate. They don’t absorb food when winter cold sets in.

Plant sweet peas from seed or transplants for late  winter 
bloom. Choose old-fashioned climbing types or newer 
bush varieties. Protect them from snails and slugs with 
Cooke’s Snail, Slug, and Insect Control or Sluggo.

Plant winter vegetables from transplants. Choose six pack 
plants. Protect them from cabbage worms with Safer’s 
Caterpillar Killer, a safe biological control. 

Choose Colorful Camellias for  
Late Fall & Winter Color

Garden color in winter? This is not a problem when you have camellias 
planted in your shady spots. The perfectly shaped blooms of camellias cheer 
winter landscapes, opening against dark, glossy green leaves. Camellias offer 
a wide palette of colors from 
snowy white and bi-colors 
to the deepest  coral-reds. 
There are two primary 
types:  Camellia sasanqua 
and  Camellia japonica. The 

primary difference between the two is that the sasanqua species bloom 
mostly in October through December in our climate. The japonica species 
bloom from January and often into April. For garden color lasting up 
to six months, through the winter, consider one of each. We have a nice 
selection that has just arrived. They are setting their buds right now for 
their winter bloom.

Encore Azaleas Dazzle Through 
 Multiple Seasons

Encore Azaleas are similar to traditional azaleas in that they  require 
proper planting, watering and care to thrive in their new home. 
 However, there is more to an Encore Azalea than just a couple weeks 
of incredible blooms and only evergreen color to redeem the rest of 
the year. Encores are re-blooming azaleas that provide colorful flow-
ers  during three distinct seasons: spring, summer and fall. The biggest 
bloom is in the spring with colorful displays in summer and fall.  Once 
winter frosts set in the blooming subsides, but the evergreen foliage will 
remain  attractive throughout the winter cold. Use Encore Azaleas where long flowering seasons will be appreciated. We 
 currently have a wide selection of colors in our shade shrub area. 

e



October is Fall Festival Month at Alden Lane! 
Fall Festival is a special time of year at Alden Lane Nursery.  

We celebrate the harvest and the arrival of autumn to our valley. 
This year Fall Festival weekends are: October 15th & 16th, 22nd & 
23rd, and 29th & 30th. Fall Festival hours are 11:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

For classes, call ahead to reserve a seat.

During every weekend there will be:  
• Scouts leading a craft activity from 11 am - 3 pm  •  Apple Fishing 

• Farmers market with Farm Fresh Apples and Apple Tasting   
•  Antique Farm Equipment with the Van Arkle and Hole Families   

•  Candy Cart  •  Pumpkins, Pumpkins and more Pumpkins!

First Weekend: October 15 & 16
Saturday & Sunday events: 
å  Annual Scarecrow Building Contest both Saturday and Sunday 

10 am - 4 pm. Enter into one of four categories: Traditional, Superhero’s, 
Fairytales, and All Natural & Organic. Check the scarecrow article for 
complete descriptions.
å  Great Pumpkin Growing Contest entries accepted from 11 am - 

4 pm both days
å  Good News Bears are here! 11 am - 4 pm. Come on out and 

 support this great cause. Bring a bear (new or gently used) to pass along. 
They will be here on Saturday and Sunday. Great gift baskets to bid on!
å  Blind Dog plays toe tapping music from 1 - 3 pm on Saturday and Sunday

Saturday events Only!
å  Sue Fordyce teaches Pumpkin Painting, 11 am - 12 noon. No skills required - just Fall Fun for all - big or small, 

mature or not-so-mature, come and paint a pumpkin or two that will last until you are ready to make pumpkin pie! Bring 
the whole family and do one of our silly faces or create your own. It’s just great fun to do it together. We supply all the 
materials and instruction and you bring the inspiration and imagination. The cost is $10.00 plus your pumpkin (we’ve 
got lots to choose from). Sign up with our Alden Lane Cashiers today - space is limited. 
å  Beekeeping Class from 1 - 2 pm. Have you always wanted bees and honey in your own backyard? Local 

 beekeepers, Tim and Jessica Williams are buzzing with great tips on how to start your own hive. Join their class and 
learn all the basics. Tim and Jessica will talk about their experiences as new beekeepers, basic beekeeping equipment 
and the honeybee life cycle. As a special treat you’ll get to taste our own Alden Lane Honey, fresh from the farm. Yummy! 
Call and reserve your space today for this class at (925) 447-0280.
å  Pop Bottle Flower Class from 2 - 3 pm. Cost is $15.00 plus tax. 
å  Sweet Pea Quick Class from 2:30 -  3 pm. 

We love sweet peas at Alden Lane. In spring, we 
plant the parking lot and entry circle with   
hundreds of them and they bloom sweet  fragrant 
blooms in colors through half the rainbow, from 
February though May. Take a tour through the 
amazing  collection of flowers. Learn what  varieties 
bloom when, how to plant, and why now, Now! 
NOW! is the best me to plant. The $5.00 fee admits 
2 and  includes a 6-pack of sweet peas and “Extreme 
 Gardening Feeder Packs” to get you started. Call 
now to reserve your spot (925) 447-0280

Second Weekend:  
October 22 & 23 

Saturday events Only!
å  Adding Color to the Landscape - Plant Se-

lection Workshop from 11 am - 12 noon. What is the 
difference between an annual and a  perennial, and 
what can I plant now for seasonal and year-round 
color in the landscape? Join landscape designer, 



Greg Zollars, share plant concepts and combinations that will provide a harmonious blend of colors through the different 
growing seasons. Explore a few different plant collections that work well together, including plants of various heights, 
textures and an assortment of colors themes. Cost is $5 and bring a friend for free.
å  Join Melissa Reading of the Daffodil Society from 1 - 2 pm as she talks about “Plan a Glorious Spring in Small 

Spaces”. Melissa will teach you about growing daffodils in containers.

Sunday events Only!
å  Learn How to Divide Perennials with Anthony from 2 - 3 pm. Hands on demonstration on what to do now! 

FREE!!

Third weekend: October 29 & 30th 
Saturday events Only! 
å  Pumpkin Carving Fun for the whole family with 

Sue at 11 am - 1 pm. Nothing shouts Fall more than a porch 
full of pumpkins! Come and unleash your inner child and 
carve up a masterpiece at our 1st Annual Pumpkin Carving 
Contest. The cost is $10.00 for inspiration, instructions and 
tools, plus the cost of the pumpkin (we have lots to choose 
from in all sizes) $5.00 of your sign up fee will go to the food 
bank at Open Heart Kitchen. You are also encouraged to 
bring non- perishable food items for our food bank barrel. We 
will have some fun prizes on hand for the goofiest pumpkin, 
the artful masterpiece pumpkin, the most un-pumpkin-like 
pumpkin and the jolly-est pumpkin. Kids 10 and under who 
participate will all get a prize from our prize barrel. Prizes will 
be awarded at 12:30. Calling all punkins from 2 to 102 - Let’s 
have FUN!! Sign up with our Alden Lane Cashiers at  
(925) 447-0280

å  Don’t miss “An Afternoon with the Owls”, a benefit for Nativebirds.org from 4 - 5:30 pm Naturalist Jenny 
Papka will share great information about owls. You’ll get an up close and personal look at several live owls and be able 
to ask all your questions. Tickets are required, $12.00 in advance, and $15.00 at the door. Children 12 and under are free. 
Lemonade and cookies provided. Pre-purchasing tickets is required for this event, to avoid cancellation. 
å  Making Essential Oils From Your Garden with Dee from 1 - 2 pm. Stroll in for a free demonstration!

Sunday events Only!
å  Brian leads our Winter Vegetable Gardening Class from 1 - 2 pm. Learn how to grow the perfect winter crops!
å  Awards for Scarecrow Building and Pumpkin Growing Contest are announced at 3 pm!
 

Build A Scarecrow at Alden Lane Nursery
Get a group or family together, or build a fabulous creation on your own  

and enter our scarecrow building contest.   
We provide the frame and the straw; you provide the 

 garnish and inspiration. 
 Scarecrows must be built at Alden Lane Nursery on Saturday or Sunday, 

October 15th & 16th by 4:00 pm. This contest is judged by the public and awards 
are presented on Sunday, October 30th at 3:00 p.m. Plan to build your scarecrow 
to withstand strong winds and rain. The use of real pumpkins or produce is 
 discouraged as it rots quickly. Scarecrow clothing and accessories must be picked 
up by November 1st. After November 1, all left over clothing, etc. will be donated 
to a local charity. 

Enter into one of these four categories:
• Traditional: This is your down home, overalls, plaid shirts, and straw hat 

category. We love the traditional scarecrow, and love his help in the garden.
• Superhero: Is faster than a speeding bullet, more powerful than a 

 locomotive . . . any superhero can go in this category.
•  Fairytales: There are so many characters to choose from in this category – 

will it be Cinderella, Hansel and Gretel, Sleeping Beauty, Snow White? We can’t 
wait to see our favorite characters!

• All Natural & Organic: We loved this category last year with all the 
leaves, branches, twigs and nature inspired scarecrows. Can’t wait to see what 
you create this year! 



Announcements
• Watch the Valley Gardener on 

TV30 for great  gardening tips with 
host Jacquie  Williams- Courtright 
at 7:30 am and 1:30 p.m. Monday - 
Friday and  repeated on Saturday at  
7:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
&  Sunday at 7:30 a.m., 11 a.m., and 
1 p.m. or catch her on TV30.org.

• The Livermore Amador 
 Valley Garden Club will meet 
 Thursday, October 13th, 7 pm 
in the  Pleasanton Alisal School 
 Multipurpose Room, 1454 Santa 
Rita Rd. Guests are welcome. 
Gregg Lowery will speak on  
roses. For more information:  
www.lavgc.org.

• Bonsai Club meetings: 3rd Satur-
day of each month – 2 p.m. at Alden 
Lane Nursery. Come one, come all!

• The Mt. Diablo Rose Society’s 
meeting is the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month at 7:30 pm at the 
Dublin Civic Center located at 200 
Civic Plaza, Dublin. 829-4929 for 
details. Meet Tom Carruth, Rose 
Celebrity, one of the most famous 
rose hybridizers in the industry, on 
October 12, 2011. Tom has over 100 
rose hybrids to his credits including 
eleven AARS winners. 

• Special Event: “Afternoon with the 
Owls”, October 29th, 4:00-5:30 pm. 
This benefits Nativebird.org. See 
inside for details.

• Diablo View Orchid Society presents 
the Orchid Fair, Orchid Show 
and Sale. Oct. 15 & 16 from 10 am 
to 4 pm at the Concord Hilton, 1970 
Diamond Blvd., Concord 

Recipe for Good Garden Soil!  
Good Garden Soil Starts Here!!

For each 100 square feet add: 
 5 to 8– 2 cubic ft. bags Master Gold Rush or  
Bumper Crop ®
 5 lbs. Iron Sulfate to acidify and add iron.
 10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food, 
Master Formula 49 can be used for ground  covers. 
 50 lbs. Gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds  sulfur & 
calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)

Mix well with your soil to an 8" depth and water well. 

If you are preparing a vegetable or flower garden bed here’s a tried and true soil  preparation recipe that works wonders. 
It lightens our heavy soil, nourishes it and buffers the pH to make it ‘just right’ for the success of your vegetable and flower 
seeds or transplants.

Special Pricing  
This Month: 

Buy four bags of Bumper 
Crop for the price of three!! 
(that’s 25% off, 4 or more)

Twist 
& 

Shout
The 

 Holidays are here!
Come join us for our Annual Holiday  

Open House and stroll down Peppermint Candy Lane!  
Our Open House is on  Friday, Saturday, & Sunday,  

November 4th, 5th, & 6th from 11:00-4:00.

Doing the Peppermint Twist, the nursery will transform into a Pepper-
mint Candy Lane starting in the parking lot. Our light poles will be decked 
out to look like candy canes, and the main display will feature everything 
peppermint candy, and many fun items with a twist!

To celebrate we will be offering hot chocolate with a peppermint 
stick and samples of peppermint bark. Of course 

we will have our Otis Spunkmeyer cookies warm 
from the oven to go with the hot chocolate.

Come learn how to create a unique wreath 
 using holiday colored mesh & a wire frame. This 
beautiful wreath will look great on your door 
or in your home, and it stores easily for future 
holidays. Demo at 1:00 each day.

We will also feature a bow making demo 
at 3:00 each day – join us at the wrap desk in 

the store and learn to make a bow!



   Win A Bulb         
Bonanza

      Celebrate Spring with this Free Master’s Fall 
Planted Spring Bulb Bonanza – you can win  

simply by dropping your completed entry blank in 
the contest box at Alden Lane Nursery.

PlanT 

BulBS 

nOw!!

This bulb lover’s package includes:
   1 dozen Daffodils         1 dozen Tulips 

   2 packages of Specialty Bulbs    
   1 bag Master’s Gold Rush or Bumper Crop    

   5 lb. bag of Master’s Bulb Food   

A $50.00 Value
No purchase necessary. No need to be present to win!  

Drawing to be held October 31, 2011.

BulBS
October 2011

Name: ___________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________

 Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter online.

Plant Cool Season Annuals
Pansies 

and their 
cousins, 
violas, are 
some of the 
most color-
ful and long 
lasting cool 
weather 
annuals. 
They begin 
blooming as 
the temper-
ature cools 
down and 
continue 
through 
the winter 
and early 
spring.

Pansies and violas are 
popular because of their 
huge range of colors and 
adaptability to many 
different gardening 
 situations. But don’t 
think that’s all we have 
to offer! 

Perhaps the most 
 popular of the winter 
spring bloomers is 
the sweet pea. These 
fragrant, colorful plants 
come in bush and 
 vining types. Available 
in a  variety of single 

Orchid 101 
Class

Stumped by your 
 orchids and can’t get 
them to bloom - or even  
to thrive?

Join us Saturday, 
November 12th for 
our Orchids 101 class 
from 11:00 am to 12:30 
pm. Sue will explain the 
basics of orchid  growing 
and teach you her tips 
for being a success-
ful orchid grower (and 
BLOOMER!) You are 
welcome to bring an orchid or two that might have you 
worried. The cost is $10.00 for this 1½ hour class - and 
bring a friend for free! Sign up with our Alden Lane 
cashiers today by calling (925) 447-0280.

or mixed colors, they are 
easy to grow from seed or 
nursery plants. The bush 
types make good cut flowers 
– you can bring color into 
your home in the middle of 
winter! 

Come on into the 
 Nursery for excellent 
 quality and great selection. 

Choose from: ornamental 
kale and cabbage, Iceland 
poppy, English  primrose, 
fairy primrose, and 
 primula obconica. Don’t 
forget snapdragons, and 
stock.



SPECIAL COUPON HOW TO FIND 
ALDEN LANE 

NURSERY

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief 
agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good October 1-31, 2011.

$1.00 
off 4"  
or 1 

gallon 
Mum!

981 alden lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280 
aldenlane.com

Nursery Hours
8:30 to 6:00 Daily

8:30 to 5:00 beginning 
Sunday, november 6th
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IMPORTanT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly
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Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item 
TO RECEIVE


