
Warm Winter Wishes from 
Our Home to Yours!

Come to Alden Lane Nursery and get that warm 
cozy feeling of the Holiday Season. Each 
weekend in November and December we 
will be providing that feeling of Holiday 
Cheer with our special events.

During our Holiday Open House we 
will be sampling all the culinary  delights 
that we have gathered especially for 
you. We have wonderful cobblers in 
peach and pumpkin, berry crisp and 
cherry chocolate hot fudge cake from 
 Plentiful Pantry; salsa and dips from 
Robert Rothschild Farms; jams, jellies, 
and sauces from Fontana Farms - a local 
producer out of Ceres, CA. After enjoying 
all of the samples you can stroll through 
the store and nursery sipping Aspen 
 Mulling spiced cider.

New for us this year is our extended 
Christmas set up in what we call 
Ruthie’s Room. Ruthie’s room is our 
event room that we have transformed 
into a Christmas wonderland. Come and see 
what we have created!!
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Announcements
•	 Watch the Valley Gardener on 

TV30 for great gardening tips with 
host Jacquie Williams- Courtright 
at 7:30 am and 1:30 p.m. Monday - 
Friday and  repeated on Saturday at 
7:30 am, 11:00 am, and 4:00 pm & 
 Sunday at 7:30 am, 11 am, 1 pm & 
4 pm, or catch her on TV30.org.

•	 The	Livermore Amador Valley 
Garden Club will meet Thursday, 
November 11, 2010, at 7:00 p.m.  
This meeting will be at Alden 
Lane Nursery, Livermore; and 
will feature co-president Lydia’s 
Garden slideshow and Alden Lane’s 
tips on Winterizing the Garden. For 
more information please call Lydia 
at 461-1725.

•	 Bonsai Club meetings: 3rd 
 Saturday of each month – 2 p.m. 
at Alden Lane Nursery. Come one, 
come all!

•	 Mt. Diablo Rose Society meets 
the second Wednesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at the Dublin 
 Library, 200 Civic Plaza, Dublin. 
Call for details 829-4929. 

•	 On	Sunday,	December	5th		from	 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., the Soroptimist 
Annual Holiday Home Tour 
begins at Alden Lane Nursery. For 
more information contact Denise at 
443-5897 or Charlotte at 449-4079.

•	 If	you	enjoy	crisp	slices of onions 
on hamburgers or in your salad 
then this announcement is for you. 
Bare root Stockton onions arrive in 
mid November. Call first to make 
sure they are in. Choose red, yellow 
or white. 

•	 And	don’t	forget	to	add	some	zing	
to your cooking. Garlic starts are 
here this month. Plant November 
through early January for the best 
results.

Don’t Forget to Redeem Holiday Cash Thanksgiving - December 24

Alden Lane’s Pre-Season Rose Special -  
Save 20% - Order through December 15th

Stop by the nursery and pick up our FREE 2011 Alden Lane Rose 
	Handout.	Over	250	varieties	are	featured	and	we	provide	lots	of	information	
on  fragrance, size, color and bloom frequency. We also have special handouts 
pertaining to the following topics: Exceptional Fragrance, Cutting, Disease 
 Resistance, and Alden Lane’s Employees Favorite Varieties. You can also 
 access these lists by going to our website: http://www.aldenlane.com. There 
are lots of new and exciting roses to pick from  including an AARS  winner. 
 Pre-ordered roses will be available for pick-up in late  December.



Fruit Tree 
Pre-Order 
Program

GReAT NeWS!
If	you	pre-order	your	

fruit trees by November 
12th you will receive 20% 
OFF. 

In	addition	to	our	fruit	
tree list, our grower is 
making their entire list 
available for pre-order. 
This includes the hard 
to find Multi Graft fruit 
trees.	Order	and	pre-pay	
now and pick up in Janu-
ary. Quantities are limited 
so now is the time to plan 
out your mini backyard 
orchard or just finally get 
the one tree you’ve always 
wanted. 

Please stop by and pick 
up both of our fruit tree 
lists and ask our horticul-
tural experts all of your 
fruit tree questions. 

Other Fruit Class Opportunities
H  March 19: FREE	Citrus	Class	–	One	hour	class	on	Everything Citrus during 
our Citrus Tasting Event.
H  June 18: FREE Berries Class – As part of the Black and Blues Festival a 
one hour class on berries.

Fruit Trees,  
Grapes, & 

Berries
Planting, 

Growing, & 
Maintaining
Join Josh for 

this Three Part 
Seminar

Classes will be from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. with a 
lunch break and will cost $30 each, or  

$40 for two people, with lunch included! 
You must preregister for these classes – please call ahead, 925-447-0280.

Planting Class – January 15
å Variety Selection – cross pollination, 

 disease resistance, chill, rootstocks, 
 ripening

å Bare-root fruit tree planting and initial 
pruning demo

å Soil conditioning 
å Planting in containers 
å High density planting / Multi grafted 

fruit
å	 Initial	training	for	grapes	and	berries

Growing Class – April 16  
å Training Specifics – tree specific 

 methods, grapes, berries, and espalier
å Watering and feeding
å	 Growing	Season	Organic	Pest	and	

 Disease management
å Fruit Thinning
å Container Growing Specifics

Maintaining Class – July 16 
å Pruning Specifics – (Huge Category)
å Controlling Height with Summer Pruning
å Adjusting with age- watering, feeding, etc.
å	 Dormant	Spraying	–	Organic	Pest	and	Disease	management
å Trying new things – experimental training methods, new / exotic fruits



Notes for November Gardening
e

e

e

e

Seven bulbs make a perfect circle. Paper whites in a dish 
make a wonderful house-warming gift for a friend (or for 
you). Choose a thick, glass or terra cotta container, fill it 
with 7 bulbs, cover with sand, water it and watch it bloom 
with fragrant, white blossoms in about six weeks.

Thanksgiving marks the ideal weekend in our climate to 
plant fall bulbs. Select bulbs including tulips, hyacinth, 
muscari and narcissus, etc and refrigerate them till 
Thanksgiving when the weather outside has cooled.  Plant 
your bulbs out in the landscape to the required depth and 
fertilize with Master Nursery Bulb Food. Your investment 
will be rewarded with timely displays of spring color.

Cut	your	butterfly	bush	back	 to	knee-high	now.	 It	will	
begin growing new foliage right away and will flush out 
next spring with graceful sprays of new stems followed by 
panicles of blooms next summer.

Keep	your	lawn	green	this	winter	with	monthly	feedings.	It	
is	critical	that	you	feed	NOW.	If	your	lawn	is	not	green	by	
Thanksgiving, it’s almost impossible to green it up  before 
spring. Most of the lawns in our area are made up of cool 
season grasses that include: fescue (fess Q); bluegrass 
and perennial rye varieties. This is their favorite time 
of year. Missing a “meal” in the dead heat of summer is 
better than the year’s cooler months. Choose our Fall and 
Winter Fertilizer.

Salsa Contest 
Winners

First Place: Oase 
Family, Livermore
Second Place: Nava 
Family, Livermore
Third Place: 
Wilkendorf Family, Livermore

Orchids 101 
Survive, Revive and Thrive!

Nov. 13th
Orchids	101	will	

provide you with all 
the basics you need 
to know to survive, 
revive and thrive!
If	you	are	

 frustrated or have 
concerns about 
your orchids, this 
class is for you. 
You are  welcome 
to bring in one or 
two orchids you are 
concerned about 
to get  diagnosed as 
well. Sue will put 
you back on the 
road to healthy and 

blooming orchids with her practical tips and easy to follow 
advice. Bring a pad and pen, because you will want to take 
notes.

This is the last orchid class of the year, so sign 
up soon. The class is Nov. 13 at 11am to 12:30. The cost 
is $10, and bring a friend for free! Sign up with our Alden 
Lane Cashiers (925) 447-0280.

Save the Date!
Our 5th Annual Orchid Show 

is coming up!
 January 8th & 9th • 10 am to 4 pm 

 This year is very special, with more orchids than ever, 
and	the	variety	our	vendors	bring	in	is	breathtaking!	Our	
greenhouse display will be spectacular, with “The Secret 
Garden of Orchid Delights”. You won’t want to miss the 
beauty	and	drama	of	 these	amazing	 flowers.	Our	Orchid	
event is always free, so tell your friends and put it on your 
calendar today!

Winning Salsa Recipe
By	Jeff	Oase

1	cup		 White	Onion	diced
1½   Fresh Jalapeno Chili chopped
4-5 cloves Garlic minced
2-3#  Tomatoes, peeled, diced
½ Bunch Cilantro chopped

Sautee onions, garlic & pepper in olive oil until tender.
Add diced tomatoes simmer to salsa consistency.  Add cilantro, 
2 tsp. sugar and salt to taste.  Cool.   Stir in the juice of ½ fresh 
lime and enjoy.

First 
Place 

Winner!
JEFF 

OASE



Warm Winter Wishes to You
Holiday Open House

Saturday & Sunday, November 6th & 7th
On Saturday, November 6th we will have Nancy Claus here from 2:00-4:00 

signing her children’s books based on Santa’s adventures. Nancy has written 
four books: Santa’s Secret is based on a story about Santa planning a surprise 
birthday party for Mrs. Claus; Santa’s Prize is about a special prize that is 
 given to a deserving elf; Santa’s Hat is a story about how Santa’s  wonderful 
hat disappears; and Santa’s Lost Reindeer is a story about how the baby 
 reindeer takes off on an adventure, can they find their way home?

On Sunday, November 7th bring your sweet tooth and taste yummy 
 holiday cookies made by the bakers and authors of the Holm Family Cookbook – 
“A Culinary Tale of Danish Tradition and Western Lore in the Golden 
State of California” – themed around the Livermore community’s history and 
culture.

The Holm Family Cookbook started as an effort to preserve the recipes of the 
matriarchs	of	the	Holm	Family.	It	all	began	when	Ione	Holm	was	91	years	old	
and her granddaughter, Nancy Calhoun Mueller, pulled 
an article out of the July issue of Family Circle Magazine 
entitled, “Rescuing Family Recipes,” and a sub-article, 

“Heritage Cookbook How-To’s.” Nancy began in earnest to reach out to extended family members, 
letting them know that she wanted to coordinate a family cookbook and asked them to send her 
photos, stories, and recipes. From tattered cards in time-worn recipe boxes and hastily scribbled 
notes, the recipes in this cookbook arrived from the kitchens of five generations of Holm women 
and	close	friends	of	the	family.	The	cookbook	is	dedicated	to	Ione	and	Ida	Holm	and	themed	around	
their Danish and Western heritage and traditions, and the Livermore community’s history and 
culture. Get your copy signed by the authors and listen to their heart-warming stories that are sure 
to put a sweet smile on your face!
F This weekend we will be offering a 20% Discount on ornaments from our “Without  Reservations (cooking)” Tree.

More Holiday Events
Saturday, November 13th, 11:00-12:00

Join us for a workshop “Creating Paths of Joy with 
Feng Shui” with Sheree Zink, teacher and consultant 

and learn how to bring the joy of nature into your indoor 
and outdoor spaces. Learn tips on how to put the ancient 
design science of Feng Shui to work to create a  beautiful 

and balanced environment that will be harmonious 
with natural elements. Make your home and garden a 

 sanctuary to come home to that feels as good as it looks! 
This workshop is complimentary.  

Call to reserve your joyful space – 925-447-0280.
F A 20% Discount on “Sushi with Santa” 
 ornaments will be the special this weekend!

 Saturday, November 20th and 
Sunday, November 21st, 10:00-4:00

Bring the family to Alden Lane Nursery to create a keepsake 
	ornament	made	from	homemade	play	dough.	Our	staff	member	Carole	Frost	

says,	“I	treasure	the	handmade	ornaments	made	by	my	daughter	in	elementary	
school. Those are the ornaments that mean the most to me.” So come in and have some fun with the family and create 
lasting memories for years to follow.



Saturday, November 27 & Sunday, November 28th
This is the weekend many people start to think about decorating their home 

and Christmas tree. We have many items to help decorate your home and work 
space to create a Warm Winter Wishes feel. We have fresh live greens for those 
of you who love the smell of fresh pine. We can also decorate a fresh wreath for 
you	while	you	wait.	If	you	are	allergic	to	pine	or	just	don’t	like	the	mess	we	have	
a wonderful selection of artificial greens and wreaths. To get that evergreen 
scent we have the smell of tree from Aromatique which smells as good as the 
real thing. Don’t forget to pick up a beautiful Poinsettia or Christmas cactus as 
a	gift	or	for	your	own	home.	If	you	are	looking	for	office	gifts,	or	centerpieces	for	
a Christmas party let us help you. We will take the stress out of the Christmas 
season.

Saturday, December 4th, 11:00-1:00
Bring the kids and pets…Santa and his sleigh will be stopping in for a photo opportunity. We will provide the perfect 

setting for a photo opportunity while you provide the camera.

Saturday, December 10th & Sunday, December 11th 10:00-4:00
This is a Cocoa dream weekend. Celebrating warm winter wishes we want to offer you a cup of hot chocolate while 

you	do	your	last	minute	shopping.	If	you	come	in	your	pajamas	or	really	comfortable	sweats	we	will	offer	you	a	20% OFF 
shopping spree in the Christmas Shop. Fuzzy slippers are optional! 

Versatile Sasanqua Camellias  
Bring Colorful Flowers to 

the Winter Garden

One	of	the	prettiest	and	most	
often overlooked shrubs to plant 
for late fall and winter color is the 
Camellia  sasanqua. This cousin 
of the  commonly planted  Camellia 
 japonica is more sun tolerant (full 
morning sun) and  depending on the 
 variety makes an  excellent gracefully 
 branching ground cover or espaliered 
shrub,  informal hedge as well as a 
good container plant. You might also 
plant sasanquas under trees to give 
color to otherwise green backdrops. 
Some varieties of C.sasanqua  begin 
blooming in November, while others 
 begin in December and January.

Alden Lane has received a 
 shipment of heavily budded and some 
blooming  varieties of sasanquas. And 
it’s the best time to choose them 
while you can see the actual flower 
shape and the color. 

We’ve listed below the top  varieties 
that have been selected for their 
 outstanding ability to perform. Not 
only are they covered with hundreds 
of flowers during the fall and winter 
but the dark green evergreen foliage 
is a plus for any garden. 

early Season Bloom
Shishi Gashira. Semi-double to 

peony form, lovely soft pink blooms. 
Low spreader.  

Bonanza. A semi-double to peony 
form, bloom a rich scarlet enriched by 
 contrast of bright yellow stamen. Low 
spreader.  

Mid Season Bloom
Apple Blossom. Vivid cerise red 

edges the white petals of these large 
single blossoms. Lovely  contrast 
is added by the crown of golden 
 stamens. Upright growth pattern.

Jean May. Large, shell pink with 
double blossoms. Upright. 

Nuccio's Pearl. Spectacular, fully 
double blooms with pure white  petals 
edged with an orchid pink b lush. 
Flowers make a dazzling contrast 
with the glossy, dark green evergreen 
foliage. Quite elegant in appearance.

Nuccio's Bella Rossa: An exclu-
sive camellia produces huge quanti-
ties of formal, crimson-red blossoms. 
Moderate grower averaging 6 to 8'.

Setsugekka. Large, semi-double 
blooms, white ruffled petals and 
showy yellow stamens. Upright 
growth. 

White Doves. White semi-double 
to loose peony form. Spreader. 

Late Season Bloom
Yuletide. Brilliant, fiery red, 

 single blooms centered with bright 
yellow stamens. Upright. 



 

 Go Green To Fight 
 Fatigue and Colds! 

According to a University of Agriculture/Norway 
study, indoor plants can reduce fatigue, coughs, 
sore throats and other cold related illnesses by 
more than 30 percent, partially by  increasing 
 humidity levels and decreasing dust. What a 
 beautiful way to create a healthy environment! 

See Sue at Alden Lane Greenhouse and create 
healthy home.

Forcing Hyacinth
You can enjoy the fragrance and color 

of hyacinths all winter.  Hyacinths are 
easily forced into bloom using a  specially 
designed forcing glass. You need only 
water and cool  temperatures, (no 
soil.) The glass supports the 
hyacinth bulb just above 
the water allowing the 
roots to fill the glass below.  

Place hyacinth bulb in glass; 
tip pointing up. Fill the glass 
with water as close as  possible to the 
 bottom of the bulb without touching 
it.	If	the	water	is	too	low,	the	roots	
may dry out; if too high, the bulb 
may rot.

Place glass in a cool, dark, well 
ventilated area where the  temperature 
stays between 40 and 50 degrees. 
 (Garage, basement, refrigerator.) Do 
not let freeze. Keep in storage for 13 
weeks. Check weekly and maintain 
water level just below the bulb. Roots 
will fill the glass and a shoot will appear 
from the tip of the bulb. 

After 13 weeks, when the shoot is 2 to 
3 inches high, bring into a warm room, 
(60 to 70 degrees.) Keep in an area with 
filtered light until the shoot turns green, 
and then place in full sunlight or bright 
light. 

Your hyacinth will fill your home 
with color and fragrance in 2 to 3 weeks. 
Once	in	bloom,	keep	it	from	direct	heat	
to prolong flowering. When your bulb is 
finished blooming, discard it, use the vase 
for cut flowers, and then refill it with a 
new hyacinth bulb next fall.

Preventative Spraying Program 
Begins this Month!

Thanksgiving signals the time when to start dormant 
spraying of fruit trees. Even before trees are leafless 
in winter, they benefit from applications of disease 
and insect controlling products. Thanksgiving, New 
Year’s and Valentine’s Day are holidays around 
which you should consider treating. 

The first spraying should be just prior to or at 
leaf fall (about mid-November). A second spraying one 

week later helps ensure complete coverage. The plants’ 
bark contracts with the onset of cold weather sealing in 

disease-causing organisms such as shot hole fungus and 
peach	 leaf	 curl.	 It	 is	 therefore	essential	 to	 spray	before	
heavy frost or freezing weather sets in. Spray with a copper 
fungicide. Monterey Liqui-Cop combined with Nature’s 
Own Spray Helper are the products we reach for when 
controlling peach leaf curl, brown rot, shot hole fungus, 
scab, rust. Do not spray if rains are expected within 24 
hours.	If	rains	occur,	reapply	spray.	

Watch future newsletters for spray products for winter 
and spring sprayings.

Protect Your Tender Plants From Frost
Typically, this is the time of year we expect our first hard frost.  This year we are experiencing cold early.  

Take the time and effort required to protect your frost tender perennials and tropical plants (such as citrus, 
hibiscus, some palms, bananas and bougainvillea.)
Here are some ways to help your frost tender plants weather the big chill:
If	 there’s	room	indoors	bring	 in	small	potted	porch	or	patio	plants	choosing	an	area	that	provides	

bright light. 
Wrap plants with new protective plant bags or a protective frost blanket (A spun material that 

breathes easily but keeps out cold air.
For outdoor plants simply remembering to keep them well watered in between rain storms is 

a plus. 
Spray the leaves of frost tenders like: citrus, tropical hibiscus, philodendron, bougainvillea, 

with	CLOUD	COVER		or	FREEZEPRUF	monthly	through	the	winter.	Cloud Cover coats the 
leaves and stems providing 2-3 degrees of protection. FreezePruf enhances the strength of cell 
walls and depresses the freezing point 2-9 degrees.

Decorate cold sensitive plants with outdoor Christmas tree lights. The heat radiated moderates the cold air temperatures. 
You can maximize this heat source by draping or tenting your plants with translucent “plant blanket” material to create a 
greenhouse effect. The plant blanket alone will give you 2 to 3 degrees of protection and may be left on all winter. 
Go	down	to	your	local	hardware	store	and	pick	up	pipe	insulation.	It’s	not	only	great	to	keep	water	pipes	from	freezing	

but works wonders when used to protect the trunks of small trees. This pre-split foam tubing is so easy to use. 
Soil heating cables traditionally used as a plant propagation aid are helpful too when nestled in the soil near the plant stem. 



THANKSGIVING TURKEY
November 2010

Name: _____________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________  

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

 Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter online.

You may win  
A FREE  Turkey for 

Thanksgiving! 
(The turkey will weigh 18 lbs 

or more.)

A $25.00 Value

No purchase necessary. Need not be present to 
win. Drawing to be held NOVMBeR 15, 2010.

Fill out the entry blank and drop it in the contest box at the Nursery 
by NOVeMBeR 14th!

Win A Thanksgiving Turkey

Good Things To Do For Your Soil In November
It	has	been	said	that	if	you	take	care	of	the	soil,	the	plants	will	take	care	

of themselves. This is the time of year to do just that. With the onset of 
cooler weather and hopefully winter rains, there are several good things 
you can spread over your soil now that winter rains will carry deep into the 
soil to nourish roots and promote health and vigor next spring. Some of the 
 following items feed the plant, others provide micronutrients, and feed the 
soil beneficial micro-organisms. Still others improve the soil pH. The end 
result is a well nourished root system and a better looking landscape next 
Spring.

Azomite is a mined product that provides plants with 70 micro-
nutrients rarely available in one place. Spread a 50 lb. bag around your 
landscape 3 to 4 times a year. Gardeners doing so have achieved noticeable 
improvements, not only in leaf color and vigor, but in fruit and vegetable 
flavor and production as well. Where do you suppose vegetable set their 
nutrient content . . . from the soil of course. This product replenishes and 
enhances the soil.

Gypsum - AKA Calcium sulfate - provides a double blessing of both 
improving our alkaline soils and loosening heavy clay soils. Apply 3 times a 
year over your lawn for better color and more efficient use of fertilizers.

Paydirt is an excellent and nutritious mulch containing 25% chicken 
fertilizer as well as compost. Apply 2 inches over the soil around perennial 
flowers or over your vegetable areas and let the rain carry organic nutrients into the roots zone. Apply over your lawn for 
an all natural, organic, slow release fertilizer.

Chicken Manure can provide organic nutrition like the above mentioned Pay, but one bag goes further. 1/2" layer 
over lawn or garden provides a generous feeding, beautiful results visible in Spring. 

Iron Products	such	as	Iron	Sulfate	or	FST	help	prevent	yellow	leaves	on	citrus	and	keep	a	lawn	greener	with	less	
mowing....Apply 2- 3 times a year around citrus, azaleas, camellias, over the lawn or anywhere brighter green leaves are 
desired.

John and Bob's 100% Organic Soil Optimizer provides a natural source of Humic acid which nurtures  microbial 
activity in the root zone. Like adding compost without adding compost. Apply 3-4 times a year, especially noticeable 
 improvements for organic vegetable crops.

Organic Fertilizers 
A special note regarding drip systems . . . Many fertilizer product are carried into the soil with water. Drip 

 systems concentrate the distribution of water to a few small areas. unless the fertilizer is placed directly below the 
drip	emitter,	it	won't	easily	make	its	way	down	into	the	root	zone.	On	the	other	hand,	applying	an	organic	fertilizer	
in the early and late winter assures that fertilizers aided by natural rains, do in fact reach the root zone. Consider 
an application of e.B. Stone Organic Fertilizer in your landscape now and also early March.



SPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item 

TO RECEIVE FREE

HOW TO FIND 
ALDEN LANE 

NURSERY

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief 
agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good November1-30, 2010.

($2.99 Value)

A 
Metal  

Star  
Ornament!!

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280 
aldenlane.com

Nursery Hours
8:30 to 6:00 Daily

8:30 to 5:00 beginning 
Sunday, November 7th 

Closed Thanksgiving Day!
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