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Honor Your Mom!
Join us for a Mothers 
Day Weekend Treat at 

Alden Lane Nursery 
Saturday, May 13th and 

Sunday, May 14th
from 12 noon to 3:30pm

For $15.00 per person you will receive a wonderful 
Lavender Hands Salt Scrub followed by Lavender 
 moisturing lotion, you’ll be able to enjoy an Iced Tea 
on the deck with a sweet treat provided by Sweet and 
 Savory of Pleasanton, and all 
guests will take home a rose plant 

as a memento of this special day. This won’t take long, you can 
drop in anytime from 12-3:30pm and fit it in around your brunch 
or lunch, and you’ll be telling Mom she’s special, call and sign 
up to reserve your spot (925) 447-0280. 

Great Mother’s Day Gift Ideas
 Choose from our wide selection of 

 inspiring engraved stones for the garden. 
Some examples of garden thoughts…

“Mothers plant the seeds of love
 that bloom forever.”
“How lovely is the silence of 
  growing things...”
“Love grows love…”
“Play in the dirt”
“Love blooms here”

 Best Seller “Upper Canada”
 Gardener Hand Lotion & Soap Line is 
now in new packaging, available in Herbal 
Mint (our original favorite) and now in 
LemonVerbena. What a great way to take 
care of your body from head to toes!! 

 The Naked Bee makes it debut at 
Alden Lane in April, this natural honey 
bee product is available in soaps, candles, 
shampoo, and lotion. Buzz on in to try this 
new product. 

 A wonderful spring treat for 
your birds!! Check out our new instant 
birdfeeders of pressed seeds in shapes 
of stars, butterflies, and flowers! These 
 edible sculptures are from the finest seed 
available in the heartland of Kansas! Treat 
your backyard friends today 

 Garden Charmer Stakes are 
etched in clay, hand glazed and made in 
the USA. Try these thoughts as a gift for 
Moms: 

“Old gardeners never die they just
 spade away” 
“Leave room in your garden for the
 angels to dance”
“Friends are kisses blown to us by
 angels”

 Be sure to visit the garden shop to 
see our NEW glass birdbaths and bird 
feeders in the shape of large  flowers... 
MOM called and said she’d love one in 
purple! 

Announcements
• Watch the Valley Gardener

for great gardening tips with host 
Jacquie Williams-Courtright. 
Check program guide for time 
– www.ctv30.orgwww.ctv30.org

• Livermore-Amador Valley 
 Garden Club meets the first 
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. 
at Alisal School, 1464 Santa Rita 
Road, Pleasanton. Tuesday, 
May 2nd at 7 p.m our program 
will be about Worm Composting. 
As always, visitors are welcome. 
For more information call Bev, 
925-485-7812.

• Plan to attend the Alameda 
County Fair – June 23 to July 9. 
Advanced Sale Fair Tickets here! 

 Youth (6-12) $4; Adults $6; 
Seniors (62+) $5; Kids under 
6 are Free
Don’t miss the “Faire Affair”,
the Alameda County Fair’s 
 preview party.  All proceeds  
benefit  Oakland Childrens 
 Hospital.  Thursday, June 22nd, 
6:30-9:30 p.m.  $45.00  pre-ordered, 
$50.00 at the door.  Call for 
tickets:  925-734-5273 or log on 
to www.alamedacountyfair.com for 
more information.. 

• The Mt. Diablo Rose Society’s 
Annual Spring Show on Annual Spring Show on Annual Spring Show
 Saturday, May 6, 1 – 4 p.m., held 
at Alisal Elementary School,
1454 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton

 Come and enjoy seeing beautiful 
roses that have been grown by  
area experts. Rose Society 
 members & consulting rosarians 
will be on hand to answer any
of your rose growing and care 
 questions.  

• Valley Humane Benefit  Garden 
Tour,Tour,Tour “Hidden Gardens of the Tri 
Valley” will be held on Sunday, 
May 7th from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Rain 
or Shine!  The $35.00 tickets are 
available at Alden Lane Nursery.



What’s Wrong 
with my Statuary 
and Fountain???

Spring is a great time to renew your invest-
ment in your statuary and fountain collection. 
Just like your car, routine maintenance is the 
most important part of enjoying a fountain year 
round. 

Clean out the filter on your pump and do so 
at least once a month or every two weeks. Don’t 
know where your pump is? Now’s the time to 
find out!

Drain or siphon out the water in your fountain 
or birdbath every two weeks. This will help with 
mosquito abatement too. Wash with mild soap 
and water and refill with fresh, clean water. Don’t 
use abrasive cleaners, brushes, or bleach or you 
could damage the finish. Never run your fountain 
without the submersible pump being completely 
under water so you may need to top off every day 
if it’s hot or windy.

Having algae problems? In addition to 
 cleaning, try a few drops of Nacrosan 10. It’s 
safe for birds. Always read directions on the 
label. 

Check for damage on your GFI outlet for 
your fountain and make sure you’re not using 
extension cords to plug your fountain in (this 
will prevent fires due to differences in electrical 
surges). 

Remember, statuary is made from  concrete 
that is a natural product  (including sand 
and rocks). Statuary is designed with 
this in mind. Unless you purchase pieces 
that are made from resin or other man 
made materials, your  statuary will age 
and wear. This adds integrity and life 
to the piece and is not considered detri-
mental to the value. Hairline cracks often 
develop and  patinas from leaf stains, 
mineral build up, and wearing of the 
stain or paint will not harm your pieces. 
To reduce this aging, cover and empty 
your statuary or water in the winter to 
protect from rain and frost and annually 
seal with a clear masonry sealer. Other-
wise, enjoy the  individualized antiquing 
of your  cherished statuary pieces year 
round. 

Add a new statuary piece to your 
 collection and photograph it through the 
seasons documenting the effects of time 
and nature. Celebrate aging! It really 
is beautiful.

Growing 
Points

Alden Lane Nursery 
 continues with our new 
series of classes designed 
to educate and inspire 
gardeners both new and old. 
Classes are scheduled every 
2nd and 3rd Saturday through 
the year at 11:30 for about 
30 minutes. See our website 
for a complete listing. 

May 20th @ 11:30 am 
“Building Your Own 
Veggie Garden”
Find out what it takes to 
get a start in this rewarding 
activity. Come hear about 
easy tips for soil preparation, 
what to plant when, how to 
grow vegetables in con-
tainers and basic instruction 
for care and feeding.

May 27th @ 11:30 am 
“Cranesbill Geraniums 
– A Hardy Group”
Come hear about this 
 interesting and varied group 
of flowering  perennials. 
These are often lacy, low and 
long flowering cousins of 
the more common  garden 
 geranium. Some are ever-
green, some are not, all are 
interesting. It is a great 
plant group for filling in 
under flowering shrubs 
or roses.

FUTURE CLASSES
June 17th

“Creating a Tropical 
Look in a Subtropical 
Climate”

June 25th

“Made in the Shade 
– Plant Options for 
Shadows”

Many of 
us are blessed 
(or cursed) with at 
least a portion of the yard 
sloping off at a steep angle 
somewhere. Establishing plants on a 
slope is often a challenge, plants are known 
to fail or struggle on a slope due to erosion, poor 
soil or inadequate water. But plants growing on 
a slope generally  establish well and grow faster 
if certain details are  attended to while planting. 
The main points are shown here and detailed 
instructions can be found on our website. 

 Just like when planting on flat land, 
when preparing to plant on a slope, the planting 
hole should be at least twice as wide and just the 
same depth as the plant’s root ball. 

 Soil should be improved with a 50/50 mix 
of good quality planting mix such as Master 
Nursery Planting Mix. 

 The plant should be set forward a bit
in the planting hole as shown and set at a level 
near or just higher than the original soil level 
of the slope. 

 A berm should be built in front of the 
plant rather than around it to create a basin 
 behinid the plant for trapping and holding 
water. 

 The entire area around the plant should 
be mulched with a 3" layer of shredded cedar 
bark.

If the plant has been installed correctly, the 
contour of the land will capture rainwater or 
 irrigation water as it flows down the hillside.

The berm will be built strong enough to 
weather a couple of winters without eroding 
away, and the plant will never be in danger of 
being covered up by dirt and debris falling down 
from higher up the hill. 

Planting
On

A
Slope



Feed roses now and every two weeks for maximum rose 
production. Use MaxSea plus Kelp Sea Life for the trace 
elements and minerals.

Thin apple and peach crops if too much fruit has set, 
you’ll get fewer but larger, juicier fruit. 

Ladybugs & praying mantis to the rescue! Control 
aphids, beetles, scale and leaf-hoppers naturally. 

Bugs on Vegetables? Use Take Down Garden Spray. This 
is an organic pesticide made entirely of plant based products. 
(Canola Oil and Pyrethrins are a derivative of a chrysanthemum 
plant of the same name.) Take Down is an effective control for 
bugs in all stages of growth including eggs. It kills on contact 
and has little residual effect in the environment. (Pyrethrins 
break down in sunlight in a matter of a few hours.) In most 
cases vegetables can be sprayed up to the day of harvest. Also 
effective on ornamentals. 

Plant 4" vegetable plants and save several weeks of  growing 
time. Remember to protect them from  hungry snails and slugs 
with Master Snail, Slug and Insect Control or pet safe 
Sluggo.

Scale insects affect citrus as well as a slew of  ornamentals. 
Adults are little stationary bumps on stems and leaves. Offspring 
hide beneath mother’s protective shell, venturing out as the 
weather warms searching for a new place to colonize. Control 
by  spraying with Master Nursery Pest Fighter Oil. Or for 
tough cases on ornamental plants apply Ortho Isotox.

Prevent olive fruit set with Florel Brand Growth Regula-
tor. Spray the olive when the tree has just reached full bloom. 
Olive flowers are very small, so watch closely. Full bloom usually 
occurs in early May. Spray the whole tree thoroughly. We have 
the names of commercial spray companies that can help too.

Mulching does wonders for your garden. As well as looking 
good, mulching suppresses weeds and keeps roots cool. It also 
retains soil moisture.  Mulching promotes beneficial microbial 
activity at the soil level and encourages earthworm activity. 
Mulch breaks down over time and provides compost to the root 
zone. The end result of all this mulching is a plant that grows 
well, looks good and uses less water. Typically,  materials used 
for mulching are either bark or  compost. All plants can ben-
efit from mulching, but we especially recommend it for fruit 
trees and roses. We suggest a mulch layer 4 inches thick. We 
are  especially fond of Micro-bark because it looks good and Micro-bark because it looks good and Micro-bark

Notes for May GardeningNotes for May Gardening
breaks down relatively soon. Before 
the weather warms too much more, 
 apply a thick layer of mulch, you will 
enjoy the results. Don’t mulch right 
up to the plant trunk or stem. Leave 
4 to 6 inches of breathing room.

Whitewash the trunks of fruit 
trees with Tree Trunk White. 
Rising temperatures can heat the 
 surface of your fruit trees and other 
trees to scorching hot temperatures. 
It’s not unusual to see the entire south face of a young fruit tree 
cracked and scarred by sunburn.  Applying a white wash coating 
to the trunk will reflect heat away from the tender tissue and 
 protect the trees.

Support tomato plants with stakes or spirals.  Often people 
will settle for a small wire tomato cage, but I never see a tomato 
in late summer adequately  supported by such a small, flimsy 
frame.  Tomatoes become extremely large and heavy. Make a 
sturdy support frame or teepee with 1x1 stakes, a heavy 
duty cage or use a Tomato Spiral. Wooden stakes wired 
together provide a nice heavy structure for even the largest 
tomatoes. Tomato Spirals are strong and effective for keeping 
a big tomato plant in a narrow, upright space. (Trim wayward 
stems to keep a  compact, narrow tomato column.)

Regular feeding for Citrus. Citrus perform well with regular 
light feedings of fertilizer specifically formulated for Citrus. 
Examine the directions on the citrus  fertilizer bag and divide 
the whole year supply of fertilizer for each tree into 12 equal 
portions, giving the tree a little bit each month. This will ensure 
that your tree gets a nice even supply of food year round instead 
of  occasional periods of highs or lows. We recommend Master 
Nursery Citrus Food, or for a completely  organic approach, 
use E.B. Stone Citrus and Fruit Tree Fertilizer. Make 
quarterly applications of Iron Sulfate for optimum feeding 
and greening.

Turflon Esther for Bermuda Grass control. Is your 
Lawn full of that wiry stemmed, nuisance weed Bermuda Grass? 
If you have the typical suburban lawn grass, (Fescue or blue grass 
or rye grass,) you can safely apply Turflon Esther at this time of 
year to knock back Bermuda Grass to manageable levels. (Read 
the label carefully, this is a valuable tool in the fight against 
weeds, but also has the ability to harm  ornamentals nearby.)

Remember we close at 5:00 p.m. on Memorial Day, 
May 29th! 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for “Art Under 
the Oaks”  –  July 15th & 16th from 11 a.m to 4 p.m.

This is the 20th ANNUAL ART UNDER THE OAKS. This year promises to continue to delight the 
art, wine, music and  fruit lover! We’ll have local wineries pouring samples, local artists will be on hand 

demonstrating their craft, music will fill the grounds, and Dave Wilson Nursery will hold their annual 
summer fruit tasting – so yummy, you won’t want to miss it. There are raffle prizes every hour. If your 

name is pulled on Sunday at 4 pm you win the Grand Prize . . . A piece of Original Art valued at over 
$200.00. Every hour winners receive a $25.00 gift certificate to the nursery. 

Admission is FREE, Parking is FREE. Additional FREE parking is available at Sunset Business 
Park located at the corner of Concannon and Holmes-FREE SHUTTLES. For more information, 
contact the nursery at (925) 447-0280 or visit www.aldenlane.com.



What could be more 
beautiful than a  Japanese 
Maple unfurling its  delicate 
leaves in the spring?

Japanese Maples have 
enjoyed many years of 
popularity in our  gardens 
due to the varieties avail-
able for our many varied 
designs and locations. 

At Alden Lane we carry a considerable range of 
Japanese Maples that tolerate the hot interior val-
ley summers. They thrive in morning sun with some 
 protection from hot dry winds. Maples are nearly trou-
ble-free.  Occasional aphids will attack in early spring, a 
blast from a hose is all that is needed to  dislodge these 
 unwanted guests.  

Major pruning ought to be completed during 
maples dormant period in early spring (late February 
– mid March) just as buds begin to swell. Any major 
 reductions should be done in stages over years. 

Maples like to be kept moist and 
have good drainage. The addition of 
fir bark or compost to our native soil 
is advisable in our area. Mounding is 
also advisable to counteract the clay 
soils of the valley. Apply Cloud Cover
to the foliage before the end of June 
and then monthly thereafter to keep 
leaves from scorching. Place a layer of 
mulch under the tree to insulate the 
soil. (Keep mulch 3 to 4 inches away 
from trunk.) One creative customer 
threaded drip irrigation tubing topped 
with a mist head up into the maple’s 
canopy. Turned on for hot days to 

 provide welcome cooling. Tapering off the amount but not regularity 
of water will help your maple ‘color up’ in the fall.

Japanese Maples

Alstroemeria (Peruvian Lily(Peruvian Lily( )Peruvian Lily)Peruvian Lily
 Alstroemeria caught the fancy of gardeners in the 1980’s and hasn’t lost their attention yet. It is 

one of the best cut flowers on the market often lasting 1 to 2 weeks in your home. Alstroemeria can fill 
a good sized spot in your sun garden if you let them. These long lived perennials are a reliable bloomer 
from spring through summer. They are available in a wide range of colors therefore complementing 
many of your other plantings. Choose from foot tall to those that reach three or four feet in height. 
We carry a number of different series of Alstroemeria:

 Princess Series:  Compact growers to 10 to 18 inches, Multiple color choices.
 Inca Series:*  12 to 28 inch tall. Has strong stems for great cut flowers, loves wet or dry 

conditions and they come in yellow, purple and many more colors. 
 Premier Series: 18 to 24 inch stems. Wonderful cut flowers, wide range of flower colors.

* New to Alden Lane this year.

Freshen Your Home
With “Fresh Air” Fragrance

by Aromatique
Brighten your home with a fragrance as fresh, light and airy 

as it sounds! Aromatique’s new fragrance has sky blue berries, 
wispy green dried hydrangeas and creamy white curly botanicals 
amidst a bed of moss and bamboo shoots. Available also in candles 
and room spray.

ROMATIQUE
The Creator of Decorative Fragrance™

™

“All About 
 Japanese 
 Maples”

by Barry Hoffer

Mark your calendar 
for Saturday, 
May 13th from 

10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
to hear “All About 

 Japanese Maples” by 
Barry Hoffer.

You’ll hear about 
Japanese maple care, 
culture and variety 

selection.  Barry grows 
scores of different 

maple varieties and 
will share his tips for 
success.  Call ahead to 
reserve a seat in this 

free class.

Benefits of 
SOIL SOUP

As the soil warms in spring, microbes 
become active in your soil, converting 
 organic materials and natural minerals into 
 nutrients the plants can readily take up into 
their system. Boost the  population of active microbes in your soil 
by applying Soil Soup. 

Soil Soup is a living compost tea with literally billions of 
 beneficial living soil microbes. We brew it fresh right here at 
the nursery. Bring your own gallon jug, or let us provide one. 
 Because Soil Soup is a living product, apply within 24-48 hours.
It makes for healthier, stronger growth and better looking
plants,  “naturally”.

Perennial of the Month



What’s What’s 
New in 
Bedding 
Plants?

Fredrik’s Nursery, one 
of our premier growers, 
announces 3 new Salvias 
for the season! First, Salvia 
 coccinea ‘Forest Fire’. This 
salvia has brilliant, fire 
 engine red blossoms on an 
18 inch plant with dark 
green foliage. This plant 
is stunning and is sure to 
make a statement in your 
summer garden. Next is 
Salvia farinacea ‘White 
Victoria’. At last we have a 
beautiful fluffy white Salvia! 
A must have for the cottage 
gardener or anyone who 
wants that ‘touch of white’ 
for their garden. And lastly, 
for a limited time only . . . 
Salvia farinacea ‘Evolution 
Blue’. If you’re like us and 
just love the old standby 
Salvia ‘Victoria Blue’, you’ll 
love this one too. A 2006 
All American selection 
 winner, this salvia is sure to 
 become a favorite. The plant 
is slightly taller at 18"-24" 
and has the same bushy 
habit, but with bright violet 
 blossoms. We can always 
use another purple! Avail-
able this season in cell-packs 
only. Come in and try them 
somewhere in your garden 
or container planting. Ask 
for Dee or Brian and they 
will be happy to help you 
locate it and can assist with 
plant combinations. 

Flowers of the Past
Grace Today’s Gardens

Paeonias (or peonies) are vibrantly colored flowers that are usually fragrant and very showy. May 
and June gardens would lack something without this outstandingly beautiful garden flower. The 

peony provides a wonderful display of bloom in 
a relatively short number of weeks but the plant 
retains the perfection of its green and arching 
foliage through the season. A wide range of colors 
from dazzling white to deep maroon and various 
types of bloom are available. Paeonias make an 
excellent companion plant. The flowers and 
foliage make the paeonia a valuable plant for 
planting in the middle range of perennial borders 
or in beds by themselves. 

Paeonias grow from a thickened, tuberous 
root and bloom well only after a pronounced 
 winter chill (like this year!). Winter cold and 
summer heat don’t bother this perennial but hot 
and dry springs will affect the bloom. Paeonies 
appreciate well drained acid soil. Mix our native 

ground with Garden Bloome Acid Planting Mix. Feed routinely – check with our staff for the best 
recommendation. In the fall after the foliage turns brown carefully cut the stems below soil level.

Alden Lane is pleased to offer a selection of budded and blooming paeonies from Oregon. If you 
haven’t decided on a Mother’s Day gift this might be the one! We supply complimentary foil and bow 
for the occasion. Try these fabulous colors: 

Recipe for Good Garden Soil!
Good Garden Soil Starts Here!!

Salsa Alert 
This summer’s salsa

is at Alden Lane Nursery today!
If you forgot to plant your tomatoes, peppers and cilantro 

for zesty salsa - don’t worry there’s still time this month to 
plant a vegetable garden so hurry down and let us help you 
choose the right varieties of tomatoes, peppers, squashes, 
cucumbers, beans, corn and eggplants for your summer 
cooking. We have a large selection of varieties available until 
the end of the month.

Shirley Temple (White) 
Festiva Maxima (White)Festiva Maxima (White)Festiva Maxima
Blaze (Single Red)
Festiva Supreme (Pearly White with red 
tipped petals at center of bloom)
Bowl of Beauty (Pink bowl with 
 contrasting cream center)

Kansas (Red)
Karl Rosenfield (Red)
Krinkled White (White)
Red Charm (Red)  
Renato (Red)  
Sarah Bernhardt (Pink)

For each 100 square feet add: 
 5 to 8– 2 cubic ft. bags Master Gold Rush or 
Bumper Crop ®
 5 lbs. Iron Sulfate to acidify and add iron.
 10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food, 
Master Formula 49 can be used for ground  covers. 
 50 lbs. Gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds  sulfur & 
calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)

Mix well with your soil to an 8" depth and water well. 

If you are preparing 
a  vegetable or flower 
 garden bed here’s a 
tried and true soil 
 preparation recipe 
that works wonders. It 
lightens our heavy soil, 
nourishes it and buffers 
the pH to make it ‘just 
right’ for the success of 
your  vegetable and flower 
seeds or transplants.



“It’s That Old 
Black Magic”

Adding Black To 
The Garden Mixes Drama 

With Sophistication
“They are dressed to thrill and seduce. They possess a come-

hither quality. Black plants are romantic . . . Sleek,  sophisticated 
and . . . oh so sexy,” So says author Karen Platt in her latest 
book Black Magic and Purple Passion. The book, in its 
third edition, showcases some 2750 plants and has 425 color 
photographs. Platt says that “black” or “dark” foliaged or 
flowered plants are the garden’s equivalent of the “little black 

dress” and should be the flowers “given to one’s lover” lending an aura of style, drama and elegance. 
Black Magic and Purple Passion is available at the nursery. If you present the newsletter article you’ll 
receive 10% off this book. Check out Platt’s website www.karenplatt.co.uk for a sneak peak of her 
book. We also stock Platt’s books “Silver” and “Silver” and “Silver” “Gold” for sale for $32.“Gold” for sale for $32.“Gold”

Come to the nursery and check out our sleek display of “black” or “dark” plants and foliage. You’ll 
find some planted in a special lifestyle display in the nursery. We can help you locate the others. Here 
are a few of our favorites:

Agonis flexuosa ‘After Dark’: One of the most exciting plant introductions to hit the market for 
2006, this Australian native is referred to as the “peppermint willow” or “Australian willow myrtle” 
This plant has beautiful and graceful foliage that has rich deep burgundy color and ruby red hues 
that glow through the leaves with the rays of sunlight. It is frost hardy, evergreen, and moderate in 
growth to 15 feet. It can be pruned smaller or kept in a container. Very tolerant of many soil types 
and watering practices. 

Sambucus ‘Black Lace’ is a plant for passionate gardeners! This is a stunning development Sambucus ‘Black Lace’ is a plant for passionate gardeners! This is a stunning development Sambucus ‘Black Lace’
in Elderberry breeding. Intense purple black foliage is finely cut, giving it an effect similar to that 
of dissected Japanese maples. Soft pink flowers in spring contrast nicely with the dark leaves. They 
are followed by blackish red fall berries. Black Lace is very hardy and easy to grow, and adaptable to 
most sites. Best color in full sun. Left alone, it can reach 8 feet or can be pruned each winter to be 
kept smaller. Great out in mixed border plantings or used in containers with contrasting foliage and 
blooming plants. 

Cotinus coggygria ‘royal purple’ (Royal Purple Smokebush). New foliage on this compact Cotinus coggygria ‘royal purple’ (Royal Purple Smokebush). New foliage on this compact Cotinus coggygria ‘royal purple’
plant is a rich maroon red and darkens to purplish red/black. In fall the colors change slightly to a 
royal red and purple combination. Smokebush is a multi-stemmed large shrub. Although the flowers 
aren’t showy it has sterile “hairs” that form a 6-8 inch puff or cloud like form that gives it the name 
“smokebush”.

Black Mondo Grass was developed in England. It’s black foliage is claimed to be the nearest to a 
“true black” plant. Slow growing clumps do well in sun or shade but should probably have protection 
from the hot afternoon sun in our area. Young foliage has a temporary greenish cast that soon ages 
to black. 8 to 10 inches tall it produces bell-shaped lightly colored violet-white flowers. The flowers 
are followed by fleshy blue-black to black seeds that last through the winter. Very low maintenance 
and the foliage remains shiny and clean year round. 

Colocasia var. with black leaves and stems can reach nearly 4 ft. Very attractive black stems 
and dark green leaves with black leaf veins. Moist situations produce larger plants. This variety has 
spreading stolons which are easily controlled by digging out. Sun or partial shade. 

Other black (dark) varieties of interest would be Canna ‘Black Knight’, Albizzia ‘Summer  Chocolate’, 
Ensete ‘Maurelii, Rosa ‘Black Magic’, Cercis ‘Forest Pansy’, Berberis ‘Bagetelle’ and ‘Helmond Pillar’ 
and Ajuga ‘Black Scallop’.

Add to 
Your 

Gardening 
Library! 

We have some fabulous 
new books that will add a 
depth of knowledge to your 
gardening “smarts”! 

If you’re looking for low 
maintenance gardening 
inspiration then  California 
Native Plants for the 
 Garden by Carol  Bornstein, 
David Fross and Bart 
O’Brien’s book is just what 
you need. Crisp, colorful 
photographs and practical 
information are invaluable 
to new and experienced 
gardeners alike. And what’s 
more . . . we have many of 
these diverse and durable 
natives available here.

Ahhhhh chooo!! 
Allergy-Free Gardening
by Tom Ogren might just be 
the ticket if you find yourself 
with a headful of sneezes 
and sniffles everytime 
you’re out in the garden. 
Mr. Ogren rates the  allergen 
potential of hundreds of 
plants and explains why 
they cause  allergies. Improve 
the  quality of the air you 
and your family breath by 
 planting low allergen plants.

Kid’s Club Activities
Register and Pre-pay for our Stepping Stone Class

Stepping Stone Class – Saturday, June 10th from 10:30 – 11:30. Cost is $20.
Come decorate a stepping-stone for Dad. It will be something he will cherish for years to come. A stepping stone decorated by a child 
with little pieces of memorabilia and a hand print will capture a moment in stone to be enjoyed more and more with the passage of 
time. We make the mess, your kids get to be as creative as they wish, and we clean it up. We will have 9x9 stones poured and ready 
to decorate. Bring your own decorations, or use our collection of stones, beach glass and pottery for “Kids” of all ages. Call ahead to 
register and pre-pay.



Win A Free Pair of Modern Bush Roses 

 A Pair of Modern Bush
  Rose
 1.5 cu. ft. Master’s Rose
  Planting Mix
 4 lbs. Master Start

A $75.00 Value

No purchase necessary.
Drawing to be held May 31, 2006.

MODERN BUSH ROSES
May 2006

Name: _____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

 Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter online.

Plus Planting Supplies

Aahhh, The Fragrance of Roses!
Rose Spray

Program
This program combines diseases and 

pest control with fertilizer. The following 
are the ingredients that make up the basic 
spray and the amount of each to be com-
bined and added to one gallon of water.

Ortho RosePride Disease 
Control (Funginex)   1 tablespoon
Ortho Systemic Insect 
Killer (Isotox)         2 tablespoons
MAXSEA 16-16-16   1 tablespoon 
Kelp Sea Life       4 tablespoons
Vinegar          1 tablespoon

The first spray should be made at the 
moment disease activity is first noticeable, 
then as needed thereafter. For maximum 
protection and feeding, you can spray 
every 10 days through the spring growing 
season. Read and follow Pesticide labels.

• Remember never spray or feed a 
thirsty plant. 

• Always water your plants well the day before.
• It’s important to avoid the heat of the day when 

 treating and 
• Take care with your dilutions (don’t overdose)! 

It’s Time for Bonus Dollars Again!
Our traditional springtime event - Bonus Dollars are back!

 Bonus Dollars are distributed April 1 through May 31. You earn 10% of your total 
purchases and are paid in Alden Lane Nursery Bonus Dollars. These Bonus Dollars are 
redeemable August 1-31. They are to be used for up to 50% of your purchases in August. 
For example: if you have 10 Bonus Dollars you may use all 10 on a purchase of $20 or 
more. (Bonus Dollars are not valid with other discounts or coupons. Bonus Dollars are 

not valid on sod, sale items or other special orders. Sales limited to stock on hand. Not 
redeemable for cash.) 

Some are sweet, some are spicy and some 
just smell plain ole’ delicious but there’s 
nothing like a richly fragrant rose to take 
you on a trip down memory lane. Fragrant 
roses can remind you of a special dance, 
your grandparents’ garden, a walk in the 
park and oh so much more. 

Fragrant roses were the norm until 
the 1940’s. After WW11, the Peace Rose 
was introduced and that kicked off an era 
of colorful but not very fragrant roses. 
Now fragrant roses are very much back in 
 demand and we have posted a detailed list 
of all the fragrant roses we carry. Simply 
visit our website (www.aldenlanenursery.www.aldenlanenursery.
com) Click on the 2006 ROSE LIST and 
choose the Fragrant Roses listing. Or just 
come in and let us know what you’re looking 
for, we’ll be happy to help you choose just 
the right colors, fragrance and flower form 
for your garden. 

Our color selection extends from pure 
white (Queen Mary 11, Glamis Castle, Fair 
Bianca) and softly colored (Betty White, 
Elle, Secret), to the bold, powerful colors 
of Tahitian Sunset, Judy Garland, George 
Burns, Midnight Blue, Sunsprite and every color and combination 
of colors in between. Remember fragrance is usually better in the 
mornings and during cool weather. So there’s an inspiring thought 
to spend a moment in the garden before  tackling your day and 
enjoy the fragrance of your favorite roses.
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SPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item 

TO RECEIVE FREE

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

HOW TO FIND
ALDEN LANE

NURSERY

Alden Lane Nursery Hours: Daily from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
We will be open Memorial Day, May 29, 2006 until 5:00 p.m. for all your gardening needs.  

Food Donations are Optional.
All donations go to local relief agencies.

One coupon per family, please!
Offer Good May 1-31, 2006.

(99¢ Value)

A 2 inch
Pumpkin
Seedling!!


