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Announcements
• Watch the Valley Gardener 

for great gardening tips with host 
Jacquie Williams-Courtright. 
Check program guide for time 
– www.ctv30.org 

• Attention Rose Lovers! The 
annual rose show will be held the 
weekend of September 16 & 17 
at Alden Lane Nursery. All are 
welcome and encouraged to enter 
and share their lovely roses, so 
mark your calendars for this fun 
and informative event. Watch the 
newsletter for further information.

• Plan to attend the Alameda 
County Fair – June 23rd to 
July 9th. For information log on 
at www.Alamedacountyfair.com. 

 Don’t Miss the Fair Plant Sale. 
On Sunday, July 9th many of the 
plants in the landscape gardens are 
sold at very reduced prices. The 
gates open at 6 p.m. for this very 
fun, fast paced sale. Yes, you pay 
for parking and admission but it’s 
worth it. Make sure to bring your 
wagon, cart, dolly or even baby 
stroller to help cart your purchases 
to the parking lot. 

• Come Join Us For Art Under 
The Oaks – July 15th & 16th – 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Each Day

• Alden Lane Nursery Hours: Daily 
from 8:30 to 6. Closed July 4th!

Join your neighbors, local 
 artists and local wineries for 
some wonderful family fun at 
our 20th Annual Event!!

And while you are here, 
don’t miss the special 
fresh fruit  tasting and the 
 opportunity to save on fruit 
trees now!

Fresh Fruit 
Tasting at “Art 
Under the Oaks”

Now is the time to enjoy 
all the flavors of summer tree 
ripened fruit and nothing beats 
the taste of a fruit freshly picked 
from your own tree. Next best 
will be fruit from Ed’s trees in 
the Dave  Wilson orchards! 

Staff from Dave  Wilson 
Nursery along with Lydia,  Alden Lane’s fruit tree expert, will be here 
at Art under the Oaks on  Saturday, July 15th and Sunday, July 16th to  offer 
you tastes of all the succulent peaches, nectarines and plums that ripen in 
mid July. They will also be available to give advice and consultation on all 
the different varieties of fruit and nut trees available. So come with all your 
 questions and prepare to have your taste buds tingle.

Special Order Trees from Dave Wilson Nursery
Don’t forget — this is also the time to take advantage of our pre-season  pricing 

on Special Order fruit trees. Our order books open this weekend for the 2007 
season; and you can choose from over 225 varieties on different rootstocks to fit 
all yards and gardens. 

Come in and plan to hold a fruit tasting in your backyard! 

Mark Your Calendars For The

20th Annual
 Art Under the Oaks
July 15th & 16th from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

All Fruit Trees
20% OFF

Saturday & Sunday
July 16th & 17th

ONLY!
This sale is limited to

stock on hand and
does not include citrus trees.



Growing 
Points

Alden Lane Nursery con-
tinues with our new series of 
classes designed to educate 
and inspire gardeners both 
new and old. Classes are 
scheduled for two Saturdays 
each month through the 
year at 11:30 for about 30 
minutes. See our website for 
a complete listing. 

July 15th at 11:30 a.m. 
“Using Color In the 
Landscape” 
Bring color into your 
landscape in unusual ways. 
Hear ideas for using paint, 
pots, artwork, concrete, and 
unusual materials in your 
landscape to add drama and 
reinforce a theme. Play with 
light and color to have fun. 

July 22nd at 11:30 a.m.
“Exploring 
Succulents”
This plant group is growing 
in popularity and for good 
reason. Come be inspired 
with the wealth of variety 
available in this exciting 
group of plants. Hear about 
basic care and cultural 
needs, how they grow and 
which ones are hardy.

Everything that grows in the ground 
can also be grown in 
containers. Containers 
allow you to have a por-
table garden that you 
can rearrange when-
ever the mood strikes.

The Cooling Touch 
of Water

Why not create a 
water garden in a big, 
decorative container? 
It’s fun, easy and 
provides a very cooling 
touch for your patio 
and garden. Follow 
these simple guidelines 
for a successful water 
garden you can begin to enjoy this after-
noon.

Choose a location that gets 5-6 hours 
of sun per day, ideally with the container 
shaded in the hottest part of the day. To 
provide an ecological balance for the pond 
add:

• Oxygenating or submerged plants 
• Water Lilies, floating plants, and bog 

plants so that 60-70% of the surface is 
covered. 

• Fish (who war against insects, 
mosquito larvae and algae) and water 
snails

• Beneficial bacteria
Now fill the container with water and 

add the plants at their proper levels. Next, 
add the balancing bacteria according to 
package directions, and finally the fish 
and snails. Add the sense of hearing with 
the addition of a small pump and fountain 
nozzle if you like. Draw up a chair and 
enjoy your own water garden. 

Fragrant Herb Gardens
Make your herbs a decorative center-

piece this summer. Assort your favorite 
herbs in a wood or ceramic planter or fill 
a hanging moss basket with herbs. Put 
thyme, rosemary, and oregano on the sides 
of the basket and borage, parsley, sage, 
basil, and chives in the top of the bas-
ket. Remember to water on a daily basis 
and fertilize these twice a month. If the 
weather turns extremely hot, watering 
twice daily is a good idea. We suggest that 
you use Aqua Saver Potting Soil and 
Osmocote Triple 14 fertilizer. Both 
products will help you grow the best herbs 
in your neighborhood. 

A Portable Experience –  
Container Gardening of All Kinds

Once you’ve selected your basket and 
you’re ready to plant, 
remember we carry a 
large selection of herbs 
including some of the 
favorites such as: basil, 
chives, dill, fennel, 
oregano, parsley, rose-
mary, savory, thyme 
and tarragon. 

Flower Filled 
Containers 

Combine colorful 
annuals with perenni-
als in containers and 
you have a winning 
combination. Annuals 
provide the constant 

color and perennials give interesting 
textures, foliage color and flowers. 

Perennials come in many different 
sizes and can provide dramatic foliage as 
a focal point for your moveable garden. 
Perennials bloom at varying times of the 
year so there’s always something of in-
terest blooming in your containers. And 
as the perennials grow they provide a 
bigger and more beautiful display every 
year. 

Plant Sweet Scented Citrus in 
Containers for the Patio

If you’re looking for a plant that does 
it all – look no further than the citrus 
tree. Its a tree for all seasons. You have 
shiny leaves, fragrant flowers, showy 
fruit and to top it off you can plant the 
dwarf varieties in large containers. 
Citrus does well in partial shade as well 
as full sun and comes in a number of 
varieties: Lemons, Oranges, Grapefruit, 
Kumquats, and Tangerines to name a 
few. And its fruit shows the best color in 
winter when many plants are dormant.

For each 100 square feet add: 
 5 to 8– 2 cubic ft. bags Master Gold Rush or  
Bumper Crop ®
 5 lbs. Iron Sulfate to acidify and add iron.
 10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food, 
Master Formula 49 can be used for ground covers. 
 50 lbs. Gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds sulfur & 
calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)

Mix well with your soil to an 8" depth and water well. 



Notes for July Gardening
Mulching makes the summer easier on your garden. 

It retains moisture and helps minimize weeds. Use a 
four inch layer of Master Nursery’s Forest Blend or 
shredded bark for the best results. 

Spruce up the garden with pots of red-white-blue 
petunias for the holiday. We have lots of instant color 
flowers to make holiday parties and barbeques all the 
more enjoyable. Shop early because the nursery will 
be closed on July 4th.

If you’re looking for something to do on a warm summer 
night – visit the fair. The Alameda County Fair houses 
some beautiful landscape exhibits. It runs until July 9th. 
If you’re looking for bargains on plants attend the closing 
day garden exhibit sale from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Annual Art Under the Oaks Fruit Tasting – Join 
us on July 15th & 16th  from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at a fruit 
 tasting. Taste new varieties available this year & varieties 
you never find in stores as well as old time favorites. 

Brown patch can also be caused by lawn moth larvae. 
To prevent or control this problem apply Bayer “Grub 
Control” now.

 The most prevalent lawn fungus, Brown Spot, is 
named for its end results. Look first for a deep blue green 
hue to your turf. The fungus is just then beginning to 
cut off vital water and nutrient supplies from the roots. 
Treatment should begin immediately. By the time the 
patches are spreading and turning brown, the fungus 
has got a strong hold and curative measures are in order 
immediately.

To prevent and cure your lawns of brown patch, we 
recommend first that as a matter of practice, you water 
your lawn in the morning to allow the grass blades to dry 
before night. Deep thorough waterings are very important. 
A thirsty lawn is more susceptible.  Use Bayer Lawn 
Fungicide. It’s easy to apply and an excellent control. 

This is a great time to enjoy water gardening. It can 
be as small as a large pot or as grand as an in ground pond. 
We have the supplies!

Pay a little extra attention to your roses this month by 
including Ortho’s Funginex in your regular sprayings 
of MaxSea and Kelp Sea Life. Remember the 1 tbs. of 
vinegar per gallon to extend the life of your spray. Water 
deeply and mulch around the root zone.

Tasty crunchy vegetables, juicy tomatoes, crisp  peppers 
and tender beans all benefit  from regular fertilizing 
during their growing season. We recommend Master 
Nursery’s Vegetable Food. It’s lightweight, organic 
based and easy to use. 

Look out for cucumber beetles! They are active and 
hungry during the late summer. These green ladybug 
look-alike eat all but the veins of leaves and flowers, 
leaving lace like skeletons and devouring whole plants 
in no time. Use Master Nursery’s Sevin for the best 
results. 

Plant Crape Myrtles now. These sun and heat loving 
summer bloomers come in shrub and tree form. Choose 
from white, red, lavender and many shades of pink. 

 Quilting in the Garden is held each September at Alden Lane Nursery. This year we are pleased to be hanging the American 
Patchwork and Quilting  Collection. This collection features traditional, non traditional, appliqué, and many other styles of quilts all 
hanging from the majestic Oaks at Alden Lane. All of the quilts have been featured in America’s favorite quilting magazine “American 
Patchwork & Quilting”. The quilt show in the nursery is FREE and the lecture series will have a nominal charge.

The show will be held on September 23 & 24th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and will include a lecture series on Friday, Sept. 22nd with Heidi 
Kaisand of American Patchwork and Quilting. Alex Anderson will speak on Saturday night, Sept. 23rd and share the joys of eleven 
years with Simply Quilts on HGTV.  

Also included in this years Quilting in the Garden is a Garden Tour. Ten beautiful and unique gardens of Livermore are slated for 
the Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club Tour. Quilts will be hung in each garden on this self-guided tour. The quilts will be the work 
of employees of In Between Stitches Quilt Store and Alex Anderson. 

For more information on Quilting in the Garden 2006, please visit our website www.aldenlane.com

Plan Ahead and Save the Dates . . . 
September 23rd & 24th



Perennials are great plants that grow for many years 
and blossom for extended periods each season.  This 
huge group of plants offers something for everyone.  
There are sun lovers and shade lovers; tall uprights 
and low spreaders.  A border or bed of perennials can 
provide continuous color from spring to fall.  They add 
variety to your shrubs, accent your doors or sitting 
areas and do well in containers.

Perennials Are Available Now!
Choose from many sizes.

Why Grow
Perennials?
 Less maintenance 

than annuals.

 Many diverse 
flower shapes such 
as spike (Salvia), 
flat form (Yarrow), 
fluffy  (Scabiosa), 
daisy, etc.

 Wide variety of 
 foliage from big 
and bold to finely 
cut leaves.

 Huge diversity in 
flower color.

 Many different 
heights to add 
 interest.

 Can be used to 
 attract wildlife.

 Can be used 
for cut or dried 
 flowers.

 Great in 
 containers

The Perennial Garden

DAYLILY

LAVENDER



20 Foot Perennial Garden For Sun
Want to try a border of perennials 

for color and cut flowers?  This plan 
will help you on your way.  Each square 
is one square foot.  You can repeat the 
design for longer beds, or change it to 
fit your preferences.  Follow these in-
structions for the greatest success.

SOIL PREPARATION:
Perennials benefit from thorough 

soil preparation because they remain 
in the same soil for many years.  For 
Valley soils, we recommend adding 
amendments to loosen and improve

drainage, as well as fertilizer to sustain growth and flower production.  
Work the following into each 100 square feet of bed, digging to a depth 
of 12 inches:

 • 10 cubic feet of Master Gold Rush or Bumper Crop
 • 5 lbs Iron Sulfate
 • 10 lbs Master Flower Food
 • 50 lbs Gypsum

PRE-PLANTING
It is best to plant your perennials immediately.  If you cannot plant 

the day you purchase them, water them thoroughly and place them in 
the shade.

PLANTING
Plant early in the day and soak the cans well before planting. Remove 

the plant from its container and set deep enough into the soil so that the 
roots are well-covered and the plant is securely anchored, but do not allow 
soil to cover the stem. Water thoroughly and check frequently for the first 
few days until it has “settled in” to its environment. Do not rely on your 
automatic irrigation system.

MAINTENANCE
Initially water deeply early in the morning, then once or twice per week 

once  established.  Most perennials prefer deep infrequent watering.  A 3-4” 
layer of mulch will conserve water and reduce weed competition.  Fertilize 
every six weeks with Master Nursery Flower Food.  Pinch back any 
leggy growth and remove faded flowers to promote new growth.

CONEFLOWER

COREOPSIS

SALVIA - SAGE



Join us for the
20th Anniversary of 

Art Under the Oaks
The historic event combines an art exhibit, food, and 

beverages, live music and fruit tasting! We’ll have local 
 wineries - based in the Livermore Valley - pouring samples, 
local artists will be on hand demonstrating their craft, 
music will fill the grounds, and Dave Wilson Nursery 
will hold their annual summer fruit tasting, so yummy, 
you won’t want to miss it. For the kids, there will be face 
 painting and other interactive games for all ages.

The artists will be spread throughout the nursery, 
 exhibiting their work as well as creating current pieces. Oil 
and watercolor artists will be featured, as well as crafts-
men and women displaying sculptures, fiber art, seaweed 
baskets, ceramics, jewelry, and much more.

Adding to the festive atmosphere will be live music 
both days. Vocal-Ease, a  local Swing and Big Band 
group will perform on Saturday and Sunday from 11 am 
- 1 pm. Extended Roots will perform also on Saturday 
and Sunday from 12-1 pm. Returning for their annual 
performance is the Stony Ridge Ramblers performing 
on Saturday from 2-4, and Suzuki Strings on Sunday 

from 1-2 pm. 
To conclude 
the event 
will be the 
Pleasanton 
Community 
Concert 
Band, per-
forming from 
1:30-4 p.m.

There are 
raffle prizes 
every hour. 
If your name 
is pulled on 
Sunday at 4 
p.m. you win 
the Grand 
Prize  – 

a piece of original art valued 
at over $200.00, donated by the 
 Livermore Art Association. The 
hourly winners receive a $25.00 gift 
certificate to the nursery. 

Admission is FREE, Parking is 
FREE. Additional FREE parking is 
available at Sunset Business Park 
located at the corner of Concannon 
and Holmes-FREE SHUTTLES.  

For more information, contact the 
nursery at (925) 447-0280 or visit 
www.aldenlane.com.

Anniversary
Special!!

Purchase a DRAMM 
Turret Sprinkler & 
 receive the Revolver 
 water nozzle for just a 
penny.  
Keep 
your 
garden 
well 
watered with 
these great 
DRAMM 
products.

Your Email 
Address Can 

Save You Time 
& Money!!

Special Contests, 
 Coupons & Savings for 
Email Registered 
People 
ONLY!

 Join your 
neighbors 
who are 
already 
part of 
the Alden 
Lane Email 
 Registered Family. All you 
have to do to register your 
email address is go to:
http://www.aldenlane.com/
register.htm. Your privacy 
will be respected and your 
Email address will NOT 
be given to anyone else. 
To  discontinue, you only 
need to click the “please 
no more” link and we 
will stop sending you 
Emails immediately – NO 
 questions asked.



Planting supplies include:
 1 (2 cubic) Planting Mix
 Stakes
 Master Start Fertilizer
 A packet of Osmocote Slow Release 
   Fertilizer

A $70.00 Value

No purchase necessary.
Drawing to be held July 31, 2006.

CRAPE MYRTLE
July 2006

Name: _____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

 Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter online.

Win A 5 Gallon Crape Myrtle 
Win a Crape Myrtle (tree form) plus Planting Supplies

Just the perfect tree for a small garden or patio, or a flowerful accent in the garden . . . and just 
the tree for the Livermore Valley. It loves hot sun and blooms bountifully!

Hey Kids! Come join the Fun at 
ALN Kids Club!
Come see what’s growing on in the Kids 

Club Garden. At each club meeting we’ll 
water, plant, pick or pull in the garden so 
wear your favorite clothes to get messy in. 

If you’re 3-7 years old, choose a parent 
to come to the club with you! Kids older 
than 7, may bring a parent if you wish to. 
Call for more information and to reserve a 
spot for these fun activities. Register and 
Pre-pay for our Stepping Stone Class. 

Stepping Stone Class – Saturday, 
July 8th  from 10:30 – 11:30 

Come decorate a stepping-stone for your garden. It will be make a great gift. A 
stepping stone decorated by a child with little pieces of memorabilia and a hand 
print will capture a moment in stone to be enjoyed more and more with the  passage 
of time. We make the mess, your kids get to be as creative as they wish, and we 
clean it up. We will have 9x9 stones poured and ready to decorate. Bring your own 
decorations, or use our collection of stones, beach glass and pottery for “Kids” of 
all ages. Call ahead to register and pre-pay. Cost is $20.

On Alden Pond – Wednesday, July 19th at 3 p.m. 
What’s squiggling and wiggling in Alden Lane’s pond? Maybe 

a turtle, fish or other pond critters we can see by 
looking through a magnifying glass. We’ll 

explore plants that like to live in water 
and have a few for you to try growing 
in a bucket at home. Cost is $10.

For the Birds 
– Wednesday, July 26th 
at 3 p.m. 

Learn how to make your yard a playground for our  feathered 
friends and paint your own birdhouse. Cost is $10.

Water 
Gardening: 

Another 
Dimension to 
the Garden

The sight and sound of falling 
water in the heat of a summer night 
can cool your senses and soothe 
your soul. The fun of plumbing 
your own fountain, pond, water 
fall or stream is hard to beat and 
the long evenings of summer are 
perfect for just such a cool home 
improvements project. 

Check with us for all of the 
 ingredients of water gardening!

• Pond forms and liners 
• Pumps and fountain parts 
• Containers for creative 

 custom work
• Pond filters and bird and pet 

safe chemicals
• Demonstration gardens
• Pond plants
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SPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item 

TO RECEIVE FREE A

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

HOW TO FIND
ALDEN LANE

NURSERY

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief 
agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good July 1-31, 2006.

(1.99 Value)

2" Cactus or 
Succulent

Alden Lane Nursery will be closed the Fourth of July. Remember to shop early 
for your holiday flowers! And Happy 16th anniversary to Tom and Jacquie! 

(1.99 Value)


