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And you just can’t miss the weekend of
September 24th and 25th . . .

✰ The ANNUAL QUILTING IN THE GARDEN SHOW on both Saturday and
Sunday, September 24th & 25. All the details are inside this newsletter!!

✰ Pond Building Seminar on Saturday, September 24th with George Bowman
of Laguna Water Garden Products at 10:00 a.m.

✰ A Bulb Planting Workshop on September 24th and 25th from 11:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. Learn about bulbs and layering for color!

✰ The 16th Nostalgia Day Car Show in downtown Livermore on Sunday,
September 25th.

Be sure to check inside this Newsletter
for all the information on these great September happenings.

And finally in October . . .
✰ Fall Festival is coming! Mark your calendars for our Fabulous Fall Festival on

October 8th & 9th, 15th &16th, 22nd, & 23rd. Festival hours are 11 to 4 for scarecrow
building, games, tasty food, farmer’s market, pumpkins and much more. See you there!

Our First September Event is ourOur First September Event is ourOur First September Event is ourOur First September Event is ourOur First September Event is our
13th Annual F13th Annual F13th Annual F13th Annual F13th Annual Fall Rose Show!all Rose Show!all Rose Show!all Rose Show!all Rose Show!

Public Entries WPublic Entries WPublic Entries WPublic Entries WPublic Entries Welcome!!elcome!!elcome!!elcome!!elcome!!
Co-sponsored by the Mt. Diablo Rose Society

and Alden Lane Nursery

When: Saturday, September 17th, 1:00 - 6:00 pm
Sunday, September 18th, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Where: Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane,
Livermore, (925) 447-0280
What: Awards presented at 3:00 pm

Roses can be entered on Saturday,
September 17th, 7:00 - 10:00 am

Be prepared to delight in the sights and fragrance of hundreds of beautiful roses. Bring your note pad so you can jot down
those varieties you can’t live without. And, don’t forget, you can pre-order your favorites and enjoy a 20% discount through the
end of November. See you there!

Rose Show Special! Enter Roses & Earn Gift Certificates
Hey Customers! We’d like to inspire you to enter roses from your garden. Anyone bringing a cut rose to display in our
annual rose show will receive a coupon good for $5 off the price of ANY plant in the nursery of a $10 value or more! Cut
roses must be entered on September 17th by 10:00 a.m. You must redeem coupon by November 30, 2005.



Plant Sweet Peas this Fall
For A Glorious Fragrant Bouquet in Spring
September and October are sweet pea planting months for us here in the mild-winter west.  We

have a great selection of sweet peas to choose from including the earliest bloomers (Winter
Elegance series) and the very popular Old Fashioned varieties. Old Fashioned sweet peas
are particularly fragrant.

 Sweet peas planted now, in a manure-rich soil, will sprout and establish themselves
well before winter cool temperatures arrive.  The earliest ones can actually bloom
as soon as January as they require just 10 hours of sunlight per day to set buds.
The later varieties will be nice large plants by the time early spring arrives and will
set a profusion of blooms.  Sweet peas are beautiful and fragrant and they make
great cut flowers.  Chose from about 50 varieties we have selected that grow well
in our area, including a number of mixes.

Bearded Iris Are Here!
Each spring, to spread a surprisingly vibrant splash of

color through the garden. Available in saltwater taffy colors,
this old fashioned perennial needs a home in every garden. What is this flower? The Bearded
Iris! Plant them early this fall and enjoy big 5 inch wide blooms this coming Spring or earlier! 

Colors available include all colors of the rainbow -including some beautiful multi-hued
selections. For the greatest impact, plant several corms of the same color/variety -
together. You will be stunned with the results.

Prepare the bulb beds with Master’s Planting Mix. Pepper the trench
with Bayer Power Force Granular Insect Killer to protect your bulbs from worm

damage. When the time comes to set out bulbs, add a layer of Master’s Bulb Food to the
bottom of the planting hole or

trench. Next cover the fertilizer
with two inches of soil and plant

the bulbs on top. This protects the
bulbs from any type of fertilizer burn.

Fall Bulbs Especially
for California

September is bulb planting time. Check out the new arrivals
that include: ixia, anemone, ranunculus, tritonia, watsonia and
sparaxis. These bulbs that thrive in our Mediterranean climate. 

New varieties will arrive throughout the month. Familiarize yourself with these wonderful
bulbs that are beautiful as well as appropriate for our climate. Plant handfuls in drifts now for
spring rewards with lasting effect.

Soil Soup to the Rescue
Unfortunately compaction, loss of organic material and the use of pesticides have robbed

soils in most lawns and gardens of the abundant microbial life that exists in nature. Without
microbes, plant root systems find inadequate amounts of essential nutrients which affect
plant size, color and ability to reproduce and resist stress.

Soil Soup is a rich broth made from organic compounds including earthworm castings
and other natural ingredients. Teeming with microscopic life, it works by stimulating the
growth of beneficial microorganism populations in the soil. Soilsoup is easy to use. Just
pour it on with a watering can, or apply with a pressure sprayer.

Be Sure to Use FRESH Soilsoup!

For each 100 square feet add:
5-8 bags (10 cubic feet) Master Gold Rush or Bumper
Crop
5 lbs. Iron Sulfate to acidify soil and add iron
10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food.
Master Formula 49 can be used for ground covers.
50 lbs. Gypsum or Gypsite. It loosens hard soils as it
adds sulfur & calcium. (An excellent addition in our
heavy soil.)

Mix well with your soil to an 8" depth and water well.



SEPTEMBER GARDENING CALENDAR
Fall is a great time to refresh the soil in your vegetable garden especially if you are planting a winter

garden. Bumper Crop, Gold Rush or Paydirt will replenish the fertility of your soil as well as enhance the
texture. Bumper Crop and Gold Rush are 15% Chicken, Paydirt is 25% Chicken. 5 bags of Gold Rush or
Bumper Crop per 100 square feet, or 4 bags of Paydirt will do wonders to boost fertility and yield.

September is a wonderful month to get a start on winter vegetables and flowers. The earlier you set out
your cool crops, the better. Cabbage and broccoli will grow especially large if started now. Lettuces are
another good choice, plant carrots or radishes from seed.

This is the month to apply pre-emergent weed control to prevent one of Spring’s toughest lawn weeds.
If you have Oxalis, (small clover like leaves with a yellow flower) your lawn has already been seeded for next
year’s crop. Thousands of the microscopic seeds have been distributed after the Spring and Summer flower
season.  Do something nice for yourself and prevent these weeds from sprouting by applying Master Nursery
Pre-emergent with Lawn Food.

Sow flower seeds. Many wildflowers and spring annuals grow from seeds scattered now. Try California
Poppy, Bachelor Button, Alyssum and Clarkia.

Freshen flowerbeds with new plantings of annuals. Choose pansies, violas, calendulas, snapdragons,
stock and more.

Feed your fruit trees one last time until March for increased vigor in the spring. Use Master’s Fruit and
Vine Food.

Renovate your lawn now in five easy steps: Thatch and aerate, add Iron Sulfate to acidify, and add iron,
topdress with Gold Rush or Paydirt and water in with Master’s Soil Penetrant. It’s also a great month to plant
a brand new lawn.

Attend to acid loving plants such as camellias and azaleas now. Feed them this month with Master’s
Rhododendron, Azalea and Camellia Food. In October start feeding with Master Bloom 0-10-10 Fertilizer
monthly through March.

Bring in houseplants that have summered outdoors before the nights get too cool. Wash them off
thoroughly with warm water and check for hitchhiking pests.

Fall is planting season and this fact is especially true for the biennial, old fashioned favorites such as
hollyhock, Canterbury bells, foxgloves and bachelor buttons.  Planting them now allows them to establish a full
root system before swelling in spring to produce huge healthy spikes of blooms beautiful color.  Biennials
require a portion of 2 years in order to mature and produce flowers.  Planting them in fall is the most efficient use
of the calendar to get these plants to bloom in the shortest amount of time.

Our Fall planted, spring blooming bulbs are arriving everyday. Plant ranunculus and anemones as soon
as you can get them in the ground.  The same applies for Bearded Iris.

Book Early and Get Great Deals!
Take advantage of our advance FRUIT TREE SALE. You can pre book & pre pay for  your fruit trees From

Now until November 15th and get a 25% discount off our 2006 fruit tree prices. Come in a pick up a 2006
Price list and order form to select the varieties you’ve been longing to add to your back yard orchard.

It’s A Fall Fun Kid’s Tour!
It’s an hour of pure fun for your kids coming in October!! They’ll take a guided tour through the

Walnut Hulling operation, go apple fishing, visit the pumpkin patch to choose the perfect Jack O’
Lantern and get a goodie bag – all for $7 per child.

Minimum group size is 15, maximum is 25. Call to reserve a spot early as this books up quickly.
Available Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays in October between 9:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Call the
Nursery now to book your tour.



Featuring . . . Quilting in the Garden 2005
Alden Lane Nursery and Garden Center is proud to announce that their annual

QUILTING IN THE GARDEN is now a TWO DAY EVENT.

We will host the show on Saturday, September 24th and Sunday, September 25th 2005 from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Come view the breath-taking beauty of various intricate quilts hanging from the
age-old Oak Trees of Alden Lane Nursery in Livermore; it is a spectacular sight. Admission is FREE!!

Our guest artist will be Margaret Miller. Margaret is a studio quilt maker who travels widely, giving
lectures and  workshops on color and design which encourage students to reach for the unexpected in their

contemporary quilt making. Her full teaching schedule has taken her throughout the United States as well as to
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, England and Denmark. She is the author of Blockbuster Quilts, Strips that
Sizzle, and Blockbuster Quilts and Easy Pieces: Creative Color Play with Two Simple Quilt Blocks. Her new book,
AnglePlay™ Blocks and her new AnglePlay™ templates will be released at Quilting in the Garden this September.
Her presentations are known for their enthusiasm, humor, and sincere encouragement of quilt makers of all levels of
skill and experience.

This year’s show will offer several opportunities to spend time with our guest artist, Margaret Miller.
Margaret’s first appearance will be Friday night, September 23rd, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Guests will enjoy her show
titled, Jumping for Joy: The Quilts of Margaret J. Miller.  Come spend a delightful time with Margaret J. Miller as she
shares her quilts and tells their stories, and gives a glimpse of what its like to make a living as a quilt maker, author, and
traveling teacher in the post-9/11 era. For non-quilt makers, it is an eye-opening view of quilting styles and quilting
stories; for quilt makers, a chance to sit back and savor the gift of being a part of this special world of artists and
craftspeople. Everyone will enjoy Margaret’s humor and enthusiasm, and perhaps bring up a pleasant needlework
memory or two from the past.  Seating for this appearance is limited; tickets are $35.00 and will be sold in advance.
Call to register and pre-pay. (925) 447-0280.

Margaret will also host mini lectures on both Saturday and Sunday at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; these
lectures will begin inside and conclude with a walking tour of the quilts on display. The cost of the mini
lectures is $10.00; these tickets will also be sold in advance.

Join Alex Anderson, host of HGTV Simply Quilts, for a fun-filled evening. Alex will share a collection of her personal
quilts, and a laugh or two is guaranteed! Mark your calendar, Saturday night, September 24th, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Seating for this appearance is limited; tickets are $35.00 and will be sold in advance.

TREATS FOR YOUR CRAFT AND YUMMY TREATS TO EAT:
• Several merchants will be on hand displaying their wares. You can also purchase thimbles, quilt frames, sewing machines,

clay jewelry, fabrics and patterns will all be presented for purchase.
• Delicious made to order sandwiches, salads, and soups will be provided by Chef’s Touch of Concord, CA
• Specialty coffee cart by Café a la Carte will also be available to serve both hot and iced coffee, as well as their special

Italian iced drinks.
• Sisters Toffee will be here selling toffee and yummy fudge!

Admission is FREE.  Event hours are 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Parking is
FREE and carpooling is recommended as parking is limited. There is also
parking available at In Between Stitches Quilting Shop on Railroad
Avenue. A FREE shuttle will take you to the nursery and back.

Overnight accommodations are available at the Hilton Garden Inn,
located at 2801 Constitution Drive, Livermore, CA 94550. Mention you are
booking a room for “Quilting in the Garden” and you will receive these
reduced rates: $69 for a deluxe room, $79 for a king room with whirlpool
and $99 for a deluxe king suite. Call 925-292-2000 or visit them at
www.livermore.gardeninn.com.

Join Us For A BLOCK BUSTER WEEKEND
September 24 & 25



Our Block Buster Weekend (continued)

Pond Building Seminar
Saturday, September 24th, 10:00 a.m. at the Alden Lane Nursery Demonstration Gardens

Join us for an informative talk presented by George Bowman of Laguna Water Garden Products. We will meet at the edge
of our new water garden area.

George Bowman has been “ponding” since 1977 in the Portland Oregon area. His expertise is design, installation, trouble-
shooting and fish care. He has written numerous pond articles for Koi USA, newspapers and koi club newsletters. He
currently works for Laguna Water Gardening. We are happy to have George blessing us with a bit of his time. Learn what it
takes to create a beautiful and easy-to-maintain water feature for your own garden. Learn about different methods of lining a
pond, create a stream, how to choose a filter or a pump, pond plants, how to control algae. If you are considering putting in
a pond or water feature you will not want to miss this class. If you are a seasoned pond owner, feel free to join us as George
will be glad to answer questions you might have.

Call ahead so we know how many chairs to set out. The seminar is FREE!

All Laguna Water Garden Products 10% off through the weekend.

The 16th  Nostalgia Day Car Show –
Historic Downtown Livermore

Sunday, September 25th
We’d like to suggest, while you’re in the area, to cruise on over to Carnegie Park

at 3rd & J Streets and take in the Nostalgia Day Car Show presented by the
Altamont Cruisers. You’ll enjoy 500 Street rods, custom and classic cars as well
as arts & crafts, food, drawings, music and more! For car registration or vendor
information call (925) 461-2020. See you there!

From the car show it’s a FREE shuttle ride from the In Between Stitches
shop on Railroad Avenue to Alden Lane.

New AARS Winners Are A Blooming Success
Pre-order & Pre-pay to enjoy Special Pricing and be Guaranteed to get one of these New Introductions!

Four roses have earned the right to called the “best for 2006”. Crowned by the All American Rose Selection Committee
these beauties have been tested in over 20 test gardens throughout the country for more than two years. They have been
evaluated for disease-resistance, fragrance, hardiness and ease of maintenance among others. We are fortunate at Alden
Lane Nursery to have a number of these beauties to sell this rose season.

JULIA CHILD: Chosen by the great chef herself, this floribunda is destined to be as famous as its namesake. The rose
combines old fashioned style with a delicious sweet licorice fragrance. This butter gold beauty has excellent disease resis-
tance and its color makes it match for anyone’s garden.

RAINBOW SORBET: This rugged and winter hardy multicolor floribunda shrub rose has great resistance to black spot
fungus. Its bright colors will lighten your garden from spring to fall. Use it as a powerful accent or as a bold border for making
a statement in your garden.

TAHITIAN SUNSET: This slice of paradise is a brightly colored hybrid tea features beautiful blossoms with high centered
orange yellow buds that open fully to a peachy apricot-yellow highlights.  With its complex color, delightful licorice fragrance,
and semi-glossy foliage this perfectly formed rose makes a strong focal point in any garden.

WILD BLUE YONDER: Joining a special group of silver-blue roses is Wild Blue Yonder. It is the first lavender-blue color
range to garner the AARS designation since 1984. Every large wavy petal is a velvety warm wine-purple layered onto rich
lavender making it a unique rose to behold.

Bulb Planting Workshop
Saturday & Sunday, September 24th & 25th

Drop in between 11:00 and 4:00 to plant up a pot of bulbs. Bring your own pot or select one here. We
will help you pick an assortment of bulbs, layer them in a pot with potting soil and top them off with annual
color. Price depends on quantity. Service is free, soil is free.



Fall is Planting Time!
Fall is in the air. The sun is lower in the sky. Temperatures are a moderating. There still remains 2 to 2½ months before

winter rains arrive and temperatures drop significantly. We in northern California are blessed with a second spring and this
weather is perfect for planting.

You are home now, the summer vacations are behind you. The harshest heat of summer has passed. It really is a good
time to put down some roots. A tree shrub or perennial planted now will establish quickly with the nice warm soil. Winter rains
will soon take over the watering chores and next spring, a plant that established its roots this fall will be significantly larger
than if planted later. Fall is an active growing time. Take advantage of it by doing some gardening or landscaping now.

Plant Black Eyed Susan for a Wonderful Touch
of Autumn in the Garden

Although we all know the chrysanthemum as one of the outstanding beauties of
the autumn garden there’s another glorious plant that should also have top billing –
Rudbeckia or Black Eyed Susan will fire up the garden with a burst of warmth.
This perennial has an upright growth pattern to three feet. The flowers bloom from
mid summer through fall with a color range from warm yellows to browns and
coppery tones capped with dark brown or black centers (hence the name Black
Eyed Susan).

Prepare the soil with Master Nurserymen’s Gold Rush as Rudbeckia like well
draining soil. Remove fading flower heads to extend the flowering season. Use
snail bait on a weekly basis to keep this pest and slugs away from the foliage of
these plants. Avoid over watering to keep powdery mildew at bay. Use a Ready to
Use Fungicide if this happens.

Rudbeckia make an excellent cut flower just immerse the stems in boiling
water for 30 seconds before adding them to your floral arrangements. Alden Lane
has a great selection of varieties to choose from including: Autumn Colors, Rustic
Colors, Indian Summer, Toto, Irish Eyes, Sputnik, Goldilocks, Cherokee Sunset,
Sonora, Becky and Spotlight.

Colorful Chrysanthemums Signal
The Arrival of Fall!

If there is one flower that really let’s us know it’s autumn – it’s the Chrysanthe-
mum! Richly colored and aromatic, the chrysanthemum comes in a dazzling array of
colors. Choose from white, orange, yellow, bronze, maroon, butterscotch and pink.
There are low growing “cushions” or “button” types which form low, bushy plants
covered with color as well as “spider” mums and the larger flowering exhibition varieties
which need frequent pinching until midsummer to encourage full, stocky plants and
large blooms. These larger flowering varieties may need staking. Plus, we recommend
pinching all but one bud per stem to encourage show stopping blooms. Stop feeding
when the buds show color. Remember to remove dead flower heads to force more
flower production. Don’t overhead water because this encourages blossom rot.

Plant now for erosion control, or to attractively deal with a
bare patch of earth in a temporary way.  We all have one;
that bare spot in the landscape that looks bad and creates
mud with Winter rains.  It’s a spot we hope to get to later; in
the worse cases, the area is sloped and allows winter rains
to carry topsoil to lower lying areas.  Why not deal with it
now?  Seeding a bare area now with wild flowers or erosion
controlling grasses will allow the seeds to sprout with the
onset of winter rains, and cover by the time the early spring
gully-washers rage.

➥ For temporary situations, to prevent winter mud from
washing off a bare slope, plant:

• Annual rye, barley, vetch, or a combination thereof.
• Perennial Wild flower mixes. 

➥ For permanent plantings, plant perennial grasses on
an irrigated slope for an easy to care for, no-mow ground
cover.

• Hard fescue or creeping red fescue
• Wildflower mix
• Clover
• Any combination of the above.

Prepare the area by roughing the top 2" of soil with a
rake.  Apply a layer of Pay Dirt and work in if you like.  Sow
seeds and rake in.  Wait for winter rains to do the watering
for you, but if you would like to get a head start, go ahead
and begin regular watering until winter rains kick in and take
over that task for you.

Deal With Bare Spots Before the Autumn Rains



LAWNS
September  2005

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

A $45.00 Value

No purchase necessary. Need not be present to
win. Drawing to be held September 30, 2005.

Win Three Months of Lawn Care Products
This month you have an opportunity to win a three month lawn care program.

You’ll have the greenest lawn on the block!!

Early October: Lawn Food and Weed
Preventer

November Master Green

December: Winterfeed

Fall & Winter Vegetables Accent
The Garden & Your Cooking!

Enjoying a bounty of tasty home-grown vegetables
used to be limited to what would grow in a summer
vegetable plot. These days, the garden can contain
almost anything including edible flowers and be
grown anywhere in the yard where you use vegetable
safe pest control. Get creative and use containers,
hanging baskets, and vertical structures, as well as
traditional garden plots. Our full complement of
winter vegetables are arriving mid September.

Lettuce, chard, spinach, and parsley work quite
well together in the flowerbed. They make crisp, fresh
looking borders and edgings and can be grown in
clumps among low growing perennials or annuals.
Lettuces with frilled edges give a nice finish to beds
of snapdragons or penstemon. Swiss chard is
charming as an edging along a walkway or garden
path. Try trimming a border of marigolds with parsley.
If there are any damp, partly shaded spots where
most vegetables won’t grow, plant herbs instead:
parsley, chives or mint. You might want to grow the

mint in a container because it can be invasive once it gets established.
Ornamental cabbages and kales look stunning lining walkways next to medium to tall

growing shrubs and perennials. There are so many different varieties of them you’ll be
sure to find several that will give color and texture to the flower bed as well as ingredients
for soups and stews.

Try Brussel sprouts for an unusual addition to the garden. As the plant grows, walnut
sized “cabbages” form on the stem. You can harvest the sprouts as they reach about an
inch in diameter. Pick off the ones at the bottom first. They not only like the cooler
weather, but also are noted for being flavorful after a frost.

Carrots, radishes, onions, and garlic can be planted in rows or tucked into corners
and gaps in the garden to fill out the flowerbed.

Feed monthly with Master Nursery Tomato and Vegetable Fertilizer. Water
established plants twice weekly as the weather dictates. Youngsters will require a daily
check. Use our Recipe for Good Garden Soil to make your garden the envy of the
neighborhood.

Stop by and see Brian’s whimsical Vegetable Garden at Alden Lane for other new
ideas.

Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for
great gardening tips with host
Jacquie Williams-Courtright.
Tune in 4 days a week on
Cable Channel 30. Monday:
9 am & 3:30 pm, Friday:
3 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday:
7 am, 11 am & 2:30 pm.

 

The Livermore Amador Valley
Garden Club will meet Tues-
day, September 6, 2005 at
Alisal School, multipurpose
room, 1454 Santa Rita Road,
Pleasanton at 7 p.m. Bill Grant
of UC Santa Cruz will be
speaking on Grevilleas, an
Australian plant that is suited to
our climate.  Guests are
welcome. For more information
please call Bev at 485-7812.

Mark your calendar for these
upcoming programs: October
4th -Interactive Garden Panel
made up of club members that
will discuss gardening topics
and field questions.
November’s program - TBA;
and on December 6th our own
Jacquie Williams Courtright of
Alden Lane Nursery will
present and talk about great
gifts for gardeners.

 

The Mt. Diablo Rose Society
meeting the 2nd Wednesday of
each month at 7:30 p.m. at the
Pleasanton Gardens. For more
information call 829-4929.
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Alden Lane Nursery Hours: Open every day from 8:30 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.

SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item

TO RECEIVE THIS DISCOUNT

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to
local relief agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good September 1-30, 2005

25% OFF
ANY ONE ITEM!

Not Valid on sale items, sod & special orders.

Here is your chance!!
Have you have been longing for that

fountain, birdbath or specimen maple?

This is a great way to save
on that special garden accent.

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT #274
Livermore, CA

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280
Change Service Requested

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly


