
Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for great
gardening tips with host Jacquie
Williams-Courtright. Tune in 4 days
a week on Cable Channel 30.
Monday: 9 am & 3:30 pm, Friday:
3 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday: 7 am,
11 am & 2:30 pm.

 

Livermore-Amador Valley Garden
Club will meet Tuesday, March 1st
at 7 p.m. at the Alisal School, 1454
Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. The
speaker will be Ernesto Sandoval,
UC Davis, speaking on Succulents.
The April meeting will be Tuesday,
April 5th, 7 p.m.. The speaker will be
Mike Umehara, Momija Nursery,
Santa Rosa. He will be speaking on
the Care and Pruning of Japanese
maples. Our May 3rd meeting will
be Larry Lee of Plantopia Nursery
speaking on Sanctuary Gardens. As
always, visitors are welcome. For
more info call Bev, 925-485-7812.

 

The Livermore-Amador Valley
Garden Club Annual Plant Sale will
be Saturday, April 9th from 9 a.m. to
noon in the parking lot of Amador
Valley High School, 1155 Santa Rita
Rd, Pleasanton. For more informa-
tion call Bev at 925-485-7812.

 

Alameda County Master Gardeners
Present – A Spring Seminar,
“Gardening with Ease” on Saturday,
April 9, 2005 at Livermore High
School, 600 Maple St., Livermore.
Registration forms can be picked up
at the following locations: Livermore,
Dublin, Pleasanton or San Ramon
libraries as well as Alden Lane,
Western, Armstrong and Our Garden
nurseries and Las Positas and
Merritt Jr. colleges. Download forms
at http://acmg.ucdavis.edu/ or call
510-639-1366 for information.
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Butterfly Gardening Seminar – March 4th
This wonderful event benefits the Hearst Castle Garden Restoration Project on

Friday, March 4, 2005 from 1 to 4 p.m. at Alden Lane Nursery. Tickets are
$25. The program will include a viewing of the design program, refreshments,
shopping, raffles and Butterfly Gardening program presented by Julie West
of the American Butterfly Association, and Designing with Butterflies will be
presented by Robert Gordon, AIFD, current president of California Garden Clubs
Inc. and internationally known floral designer.

2005 Daffodil Show – March 12th & 13th
This show, “A Golden Celebration”, is co-sponsored by the Northern California

Daffodil Society and Alden Lane Nursery. Groom those blooms to enter on
Saturday morning, March 12th from 8:30 to 10:30. This year’s show will be
held in honor of society member Wayne Steele, who passed away this year. Come
by on March 12th from 1 to 5 p.m. & March 13th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

And don't forget our DAFFODIL LECTURE on Saturday, March 12th at 2 p.m.
Plan to attend this free special guest lecture on Daffodil culture by Bob Spotts.

Spring Rose Care Seminar – March 19th
Join Ken and Judy Jones on March 19th at 9:30 and learn how to care for your
roses in spring and summer. For more information and to reserve a seat give the
Nursery a call.

Citrus Tasting – March 19th & 20th
The ever popular citrus tasting will be held at Alden Lane on Saturday and

Sunday, March 19th & 20th from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. each day. Sample over 20
different varieties and get all your citrus questions answered. Representatives of
Willits Newcomb Citrus nursery will be on hand Saturday and our staff will field
your questions on Sunday.

Pond Building Workshop – March 19th
Join us on Saturday, March 19th from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. as we install our

garden pond at Alden Lane. This is part of our continuing efforts to install
demonstration gardens in areas around the nursery. Come watch it happen and
learn about pond construction from pond expert George Bowman of Laguna
Water Garden Products. We are installing a pond approximately 15 x 20 feet
with waterfalls, and a bog. The workshop will be both educational and inspiring.
Call ahead to reserve a spot.

Follow Us To
Alden Lane
Nursery’s March
Gardening Events



Back to Basics –
 Fertilize for Spring

Winter cold and rains have leached nutrients from the soil.
Support spring growth of shrubs and trees with Master’s
Formula 49 all purpose fertilizer. We recommend 2
tablespoons per foot of height or width of plant. Scatter around
the base of the plant and water thoroughly.

Citrus and Avocado trees need monthly applications of
Master’s Citrus Food. We carry Master’s Rose and Azalea
and Camellia Food for acid loving plants. Feed Azaleas,
Camellias and Rhododendrons after they bloom. Feed monthly
through October.

Do We Have Pots! . . .
Our best selection of pots ever!

Check out our accessible location
near the bedding plants.

Add whimsy and fun to your patio, garden, or indoors
with potted gardens.
Create potted themed gardens –
4th of July, summer bulbs, cacti
and succulents
Use a pot to create your own
water feature. Add a pump,
fish and water plants.
Line an entryway with
potted color for curb appeal
your neighbors will envy.
Experiment with new plants in pots and see how you
like them.
Enjoy a plant you’ve always desired in a beautiful
container.
Pot up a beautiful specimen plant that makes a show all
of its own.
Start a movable garden – for plants that need a change
with the seasons.
Locate an herb garden right next to your kitchen.
Pots provide a beautiful way to grow citrus fruits
Pots add more space to increase your gardening
pleasure.

If you purchase your pot, plant and soil at
Alden Lane, we will repot your plants for FREE!

Soil Soup
As the soil warms in spring, microbes become active in

your soil, converting organic materials and natural minerals
into nutrients the plants can readily
take up into their system.

Boost the population of
active microbes in
your soil by apply-
ing a Soil Soup.
Soil Soup is a living
compost tea with
literally billions of
beneficial living soil
microbes. We brew
it fresh right here at
the nursery. Bring
your own gallon jug,
or let us provide
one. Because Soil
Soup is a living
product, apply
within 24-48 hours.
It makes healthier,
stronger plant
growth and better looking plants, “naturally”.

Come Join Our “Wall
Worthy” Garden Corridor!
This garden walk will be different from

others – we guarantee it!
Alden Lane is

starting a customer
garden of fame if you
will and everyone is
invited to participate.
We’d like you to
bring us an 8x10
photo (nothing
smaller please!) of
your garden to share
with everyone who
works and visits
Alden Lane Nursery.
We’re going to
display them on a
public walkway to
provide inspiration for
novice gardeners
and instill a friendly
spirit of competition among our customers. Before and
after shots of your garden would be great to have too.
Here’s how you can participate:

➣ Bring an 8x10 photo and leave it for Cyndee’s attention
at the information counter.

➣ Include your name, phone number and address
➣ Any additional information would be great – for instance:

how old is the garden? Is it your first garden? Did you build it
form scratch or transform an established garden? Anything
you’d like to share with us would be great.



MARCH GARDENING CALENDAR
March 7 is Arbor Day! Celebrate by planting a tree in your yard or favorite park. Alden Lane Nursery will

provide a $35 credit toward a tree of your choice to your favorite school or park. Contact the recipient to ask
what kind of tree they would like, then call us to reserve. We will hold your tree selection at the nursery until you
or the recipient can pick it up for planting. One tree per site. A planting package is available for the nominal fee of
$12.00. This includes planting mix, stake, ties and starter fertilizer tablets. We are happy to help in the greening
of our community.

By planting a tree you will bring:
• Reduced energy usage. A well placed tree will provide cooling shade in the summer and insulation in

the winter.
• Cleaner air. Did you know trees absorb 26 lbs. of carbon dioxide and replace it with precious oxygen.
• Homes for birds. Trees provide shelter and homes for our feathered friends.
• Cooler communities. Trees provide an oasis of shade during the summers.

Feed! Feed! Feed! Winter cold and the rains have washed nutrients from the soil. Fertilize all of your
plants to support spring growth. For landscape shrubs and trees feed with Master’s Formula 49 All Purpose
Plant Food. If you have a citrus or avocado trees, use Master’s Citrus Food. This is a good time to start
feeding fruit trees, grapes and berries. We recommend Master’s Fruit Tree & Vine Food for the nutrition your
plants need to produce the best crop ever! Your roses will appreciate a monthly feeding of Master’s Rose &
Flower Food.

Prune azaleas and camellias into shape, after their blooms have faded. Begin to feed them with Master’s
Camellia, Azalea and Gardenia Food and Iron Plus. Feed monthly through October.

Place Yellow Jacket traps out early this month to catch the queen before she starts her family. Prevention
is the best cure!

Give your lawn a “meal not a snack” with Master Green Lawn Food.

Now is the time to set out snail bait. We carry Master’s Snail control products in a variety of forms. Use
Sluggo if you want a non toxic alternative.

Remember to plant gladiolus bulbs (corms) every two weeks and you’ll have armloads of cut flowers
through the summer.

Remember to water plants under eaves and in containers. It’s important now to deep water trees and
shrubs if it isn’t raining on a regular basis. If it stops raining, deep root water your trees and shrubs. Their root
systems are starting to grow now.

Start annual morning glories from seed this month and establish them in the garden or a pot by summer!
Morning glories are one of the most stunning of the old fashioned garden flowers. Flowers are huge – three to
five inches across – and bright, colorful clear blue, purple or pink. Best of all, morning glories are easy!

Prevent Wormy Apples - Control Coddling Moth – If you have apple trees and want to monitor codling
moth activity to determine the best time to spray: use our Surefire Fruit Tree Pest
Traps. The lure or bait in the trap duplicates the female codling moth’s pheromone
(scented hormone), which attracts the male moths and captures them before
they are able to mate.

Codling moth traps should be placed into apple trees soon to monitor or
control coddling moth activity. Traps should be used at least two weeks before
buds break. Use two Fruit Tree Pest Traps per apple tree to help you monitor
codling moth activity. Each carton includes 2 traps, lure and hanger. If you
determine you have coddling moths then begin to spray with GardenTech Sevin,
Spray Grip & vinegar. (If you want to control the coddling moths with
traps alone, use 4 traps per tree.)

Repel aphids before they arrive! Aphids and other insects
can be prevented by using “Garlic Barrier”. Studies have shown that
the smell of garlic confuses the aphids and they can’t navigate through
an area as the wish. (Word has it that the same is true with bees, so
be careful not to spray where you will be counting on the bees for pollination.)



Flowering Shrubs and Perennials
Bring Glory to Spring

The garden is alive in March and April with flowering shrubs
and trees. Everywhere you look the garden is shaking off the
affects of a long winter’s rest and rejoicing in the warmer spring
temperatures. Flowering shrubs lead us into late spring and
summer. By the time their glory has faded bedding plants are
in full bloom and the shrubs are decked out with cool foliage
providing a lush green backdrop for summer.

One of the all time favorites is Winter Daphne with its
intense pre-spring fragrance. Daphne is a very neat, handsome
plant with narrow long thick leaves. Nestled in the crown of
these leaves is a nosegay cluster of waxy flowers with pink
to deep red edges and creamy pink throats that bloom in
February and early March.

The cascading form of Spiraea p.‘Plena’ or Bridal Wreath
Spiraea presents hundreds of tiny double white flowers shaped
like roses on long graceful branches. It has a pleasant fragrance.
Bridal wreath increases in size and “show” each year.

Snowball viburnum is a lovely addition to the landscape
and will brighten the spring season with fluffy white flower balls.
Its bare winter branches give way to beautiful clusters of
flowers. The blooms start out green and become white on white
as they mature. In the fall, cooling temperatures coax leaves to
turn beautiful shades of red, cerise, and orange. This is a plant
for all seasons.

Lilac is the one addition to the garden that transcends
generational preference and is known for its sweet fragrance as
well as armloads of cut flowers. Available in a large palette of
colors from pure white, to pink, rose, lavender, purple and some
bi-colors. Flowers appear in April and May.

Peonies are an excellent addition to a perennial border or
cottage garden. Many of them have a fragrance similar to old
fashioned rose varieties. Peonies are long lived and are avail-
able in a range of colors, single, semi-double or double flower
forms. They make excellent cut flowers.

Bayer Advanced Tree and Shrub Insect Control
Many gardeners have at least one tree that is particularly susceptible to insect infesta-

tions of one kind or another. Sometimes an insect drops a sticky substance that makes a
mess of the patio or whatever is parked below it. An insect can weaken the tree, or in the
case of borers, eventually kill the tree. Usually when a customer brings in
samples to the nursery and wonders what can be done, the infestation is
far enough along that any treatment is expensive and a little late.
Bayer Advanced Tree and Shrub Insect Control is effective and is very
easy to apply. Apply it now to prevent this year’s infestations before
they begin.

This product can be used on ornamentals for control of Borers, aphids
and scale as well as many other insects. (The product may also be used
on a few apple-pear relatives but is generally not for edibles.) Bayer
Advanced Tree and Shrub Insect Control is very easy to use. It is not sprayed
on, but is diluted with water and poured around the base of the tree. One
application provides a whole year of protection. Get a head start and apply
it to those trees you have with a reputation for infestation.



Good Vegetable
Garden Soil
Starts Here!

If you are preparing a vegetable garden now or
just dreaming about it, it’s still a great time to
improve the soil.

Follow our “Good Garden Soil Recipe” to
improve the texture and fertility of your little piece
of earth.

The recipe should be a part of your vegetable
garden routine 1 to 2 times a year.

Get The Garden Ready This Month
For Vegetables Next Month

Soil preparation is one of the premier things to do in March to get
your garden plot ready for summer vegetables.

❶ Remove all rocks, weeds and other debris. Follow the “Recipe
For Good Garden Soil” below for a soil that is waterwise, well drained
and rich in nutrients.

❷ Frost protection and warmth are of primary importance in the
early spring garden. The chance of frost lingers into April. Use of
protective covers will not only protect against frost, they will also
warm the soil and encourage plants to grow and establish more
quickly. We carry three products.

• Plant and seed blankets are plastic blankets that breathe that
you roll out over your plants and seal in the heat as well as keep out
the bugs.

• “Hot Cap”, a waxed paper hat that covers each individual
vegetable seedling to protect if from cold as well as from wind.

• And the “wall of water” which provides excellent protection
and additional heat retention to promote quicker growth.

❸ Weeding, Cultivating and Mulching are the trinity of projects
that keep your garden growing. Weeds rob your garden of light,
nutrients, moisture and space as well as host pests. Hand pick or
hoe regularly or cover soil with a good mulch. You can use organic
materials such as bark or Master’s Forest Blend. Another choice
would be landscape fabrics that retard weed growth and maintain soil
moisture. Check with our staff on the proper amounts of mulch.

❹ Pest Control is a must for the protection of young seedlings. Check with a staffer for the right control in your garden.

Spading Forks Make Gardening Easier
One of a gardener’s most valued tools is certainly a spading fork, especially in our heavy clay soils. Looking like a

four-pronged pitchfork but with flattened prongs, a spading fork allows one to dig planting holes and turn over bedding
soils with less effort than the conventional all-American, long-handled shovel.

No tool penetrates valley soils when they are dry, but when soils are softened by spring rains; a spading fork beats
out a shovel because less surface area touches the soil surface. In other words, the weight and effort of the gardener
goes farther.

Use a spading fork whenever you would use a conventional shovel and rest a bit better at the end of a gardening day.

RECIPE FOR A GOOD GARDEN SOIL
Amend the valley soils to give your plants their best opportunity for

growth. Keep this recipe handy for your planting needs. For each
10x10 square feet add:

5-8 bags Master Gold Rush or Bumper Crop (10 cubic feet). This
amount can be tripled if you are just starting out.

5 lbs. Iron Sulfate to acidify soil and add iron
10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food. Master

Formula 49 can be used for ground covers.
50 lbs. Gypsite. It loosens hard soils as it adds sulfur & calcium.

(An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)
Mix well with your soil to an 4" depth and water well.



It’s March and Arbor Day is Here!
Plant A Tree to

Commemorate the Day!
Spring flowering trees add a wonderful dimension to your garden – every year the

flowering show gets bigger and bolder bringing a beautiful spring display to your garden.
And as the seasons progress the trees add the statement of lush foliage in the summer, fiery
color in the fall and silhouettes for the winter garden. Alden Lane carries a huge selection of
flowering trees. This is a great time to select so you can see the flower color and form.

Dogwood are a graceful addition to the garden peeking out from under larger trees protected
by their open branches. Try Cherokee Chief (deep rosy red bracts) and Cloud Nine (large
white bracts). A taller selection is Eddie’s White Wonder. It reaches a height of 25 feet with
four inch diameter white flowers. Dark green foliage is clean and striking during the summer
followed by rich red color in the fall and small red fruits decorate the branches in the winter.

Crab Apples can fit in almost any yard. Most varieties average 15’ to 20’ in height. Malus
‘Golden Raindrops’ produces large numbers of small, twinkly white flowers in the spring
followed in fall by a beautiful display of tiny golden colored fruits. ‘Royal Raindrops’ has
purple cut leaf foliage that turns red-orange in the fall; bright pinkish-red flowers in the spring
followed by red fruit in the summer. Malus floribunda and Malus ‘Prairie Fire’ and Malus
‘Red Jade’ are popular varieties. Come check out the different displays of color from
these excellent varieties.

Japanese Flowering Cherry varieties will be plentiful this spring. ‘Kwanzan,’ ‘Mt.
Fuji,’ ‘ Beni Hoshi’ and ‘Akebono’ are the traditional varieties that have rose pink to
white flowers in large clusters. White Snow Fountain or Pink Double Weeping
flowering cherries are the weeping forms that create fountains of weeping branches.

(These two are available in a 3’ or 6’ top graft).
Flowering Magnolias are valley favorites and early March is the best time to choose

your favorite colors. Some of the featured varieties are: ‘Vulcan’, a ruby red favorite
of our staff, ‘Alexandrina’ with its deep purplish pink flowers and three rare yellow

varieties called ‘Elizabeth’, ‘Dr. Merrel’ and ‘Leonard Messel’.
For the smaller garden, ‘Nigra’ blossoms open deep purple
and then fade as they open to reveal white inside. ‘Stellata’
is a wonderful heavy bloomer with small 3 inch pure
white flowers.

Citrus For Valley Gardeners
There are many varieties of citrus that do well in our area. Select a
lemon, tangerine, orange or lime tree for home grown citrus. Choose

a dwarf variety for a balcony or patio; they do equally well in
planters or in the ground; or choose a standard size tree for

larger spaces. It will add to the beauty of your landscape as
well as produce fragrant flowers and delicious fruit.
And remember to join us for the Citrus Tasting
on Saturday and Sunday, March 19th & 20th from
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and select just the right

varieties for your yard.



Win A Citrus Tree

A $75.00 Value
No purchase necessary.
Drawing to be held March 31, 2005

You’ll be enjoying home grown oranges, lemons or limes when you win your citrus in this month’s
contest. Just drop an entry form at the nursery the next time you visit and you may be the winner!

YOU’LL WIN:
(1) 5 gallon citrus of your choice (true
dwarf or tree form)
2 cubic Master’s Planting Mix
4 lb. Master’s Start
5 lb. Iron Sulfate or Iron Plus
5 lb. Master’s Citrus Food

CITRUS TREE
March 2005

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Don’t You LOVE Spring?
Easter is the perfect time to welcome spring into your garden and your home!

Here at Alden Lane we would LOVE to help you with your special spring celebration!
You can choose from pre-assembled baskets of blooming bulbs or let us help put
one together especially for you. A variety of statuary bunnies are also available in
different finishes and poses that will help to bring a spring tableau together.

Turn a vase, glass cylinder, terra cotta dish or lined baskets planted with grass
seed into a focal point or accent for your home. Barley seed will geminate and
grow in just a few days. Fill the grassy basket with jeweled or ceramic eggs,
feathered bird accessories or a small village and enjoy a green carpet of spring
indoors. Ask the staff for directions.

Come in for great ideas, from custom planters filled with all your favorite
colors, to blooming choices from our green house for your indoor table. There is
nothing like decorating with blooming plants to welcome spring!

✷ Winter Tours in Walnut Creek of The Ruth Bancroft Garden will be held every Saturday until March 26th. Reservations
are required. For more information call 925-210-9663 or visit their website: www.ruthbancroftgarden.org

✷ San Francisco Garden Show will be held March 16-20. Purchase Early Bird discounted tickets for $17 at the nursery
through March 8th after this date the tickets are $20 and still available here at the nursery. For more information go to
www.gardenshow.com for show hours, driving directions and educational opportunities.

✷ The 21st Annual Bouquet’s to Art will take place at the California Palace of the Legion of Honor March 8-11. Floral
designers fill the Legion of Honor’s museum galleries with floral tributes complementing works of art. This event is held in
conjunction with the Art Deco: 1910-1939 Exhibit exhibition from the Victoria and Albert Museum, London. Tickets are $8
adults; $6 seniors; and $5 youth 12-17 with a supplemental charge of $2 for the Bonjourer, Monsieur Courbet exhibit. For
more information call 415-750-3504 or visit www.bouquetstoart.org.

✷ Come to the 60th Annual Northern California Camellia Society Show at the Pleasant Hill Community Center, 320
Civic Drive, Pleasant Hill, Saturday and Sunday, March 12 & 13. Admission is free. Show hours are 2-6 p.m. Saturday
and 12-5 p.m. on Sunday. For more information email GHGoff@aol.com.

More Spring Ideas!!

Any Room For Dahlias?
Spring bulbs are on hand and the dahlia collection is particularly stunning this year. Dahlias are brilliant, beautiful flowers

that grow from tubers that look like sweet potatoes. If you haven’t tried them, you will find dahlias are easy and extremely
rewarding. Flower colors range across the full spectrum including a new blue dahlia this year. Color is fabulous, but the bloom
size of some of these is amazing, some varieties reaching 10" across. Plant dahlias in a full to morning sun spot with soil that
drains well. Plant them after the danger of frost passes (March 15). Dig a big hole and improve the soil with a generous
amount of Gold Rush Soil amendment. Add E.B. Stone Organic Bulb food, or Bone meal and mix in the bottom of the
hole and plant the tubers on their side 6" deep. Nurture them along with water and an additional feeding with Formula 49 as
the buds form in summer. Watch for a spectacular summer display that will continue right into fall.
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SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item to

Alden Lane Nursery to receive FREE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to
Tri Valley Haven. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good March 1-31, 2005.

One
Gallon
“Foxy”

Foxglove

($7.99 Value. Purchase additional 1 gallon
Foxy Foxglove for $3.87)

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly
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ALDEN LANE NURSERY HOURS: Everyday from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.


