
Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for great
gardening tips with host Jacquie
Williams-Courtright. Tune in 4 days
a week on Cable Channel 30.
Monday: 9 am & 3:30 pm, Friday:
3 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday: 7 am,
11 am & 2:30 pm.

! #
ATTENTION ROSE LOVERS! The
annual rose show will be held the
weekend of September 17 & 18 at
Alden Lane Nursery. All are welcome
and encouraged to enter and share
their lovely roses, so mark your
calendars for this fun and informative
event. Watch the newsletter for further
information.

! #
Plan to attend the Alameda
County Fair – June 24 to July 10.
For information log on at
www.Alamedacountyfair.com.

! #
DON’T MISS THE FAIR PLANT SALE
On Sunday, July 10th many of the
plants in the landscape gardens are
sold at very reduced prices. The
Gates open at 6 p.m. for this very fun,
fast paced sales. Yes, you pay for
parking and admission but it’s worth
it. Make sure to bring your wagon,
cart, dollie or even babystroller to
help cart your purchases to the
parking lot.
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All Fruit Trees 20% OFF on
July 16th & July 17th

(Saturday & Sunday) ONLY!
This sale is limited to stock on hand and

does not include citrus trees.

Alden Lane Nursery presents the
19th Annual Art Under The Oaks!!!

Saturday & Sunday, July 16th & 17th!
This exciting event is

a treat for the entire
family. Join us from
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
both days. Local artists
are on hand displaying
their beautiful works as
well as demonstrating
their masterful skills.

Come and enjoy the
festival with wonderful
entertainers, wineries,
great food, and fruit
tasting . . .  and don't
forget the prizes!!

This event is FREE.
Parking is FREE and
shuttles are FREE from
the Sunset Office Plaza,
located at the corner of
Concannon and Holmes.
We are all looking
forward to seeing you!!

Alden Lane Nursery Hours

Daily 8:30 a.m. to
6:00 p.m.

CLOSED ON
JULY 4TH!!



In The Heat of  The Summer – FOLLOW THESE TIPS!
It’s Harvest Time!

The vegetable garden is really just getting into full swing.
There are bags and bushels of tomatoes, zucchini, string
beans, and peppers to harvest and share with family and
friends. To keep the vegetable garden healthy and thriving
follow these tips:
✔ Fertilize your summer vegetable garden routinely with

E.B. Stone Organic Tomato Vegetable Food to
receive the highest production possible.

✔ Check for insect damage and use the appropriate
sprays. Bring a sample of the damage into the
nursery and we’ll diagnose it for you.

✔ Pick vegetables when they are young. This will give
you tender vegetables and keep the flowers and
production high through the summer months.

✔ Harvest old vegetables and recycle.
✔ For moisture retention, weed control and a little added

nutrition, use Bumper Crop mulch monthly.
✔ Finally if the plant is finished with its production,

remove it. Leaving an old or damaged plant will only
spread diseases to the rest of the garden.

House Plant Hints
The sun is much stronger now, so move tender

houseplants a little further away from the burning rays.
Remember an unshaded window intensifies the heat. If you
are moving houseplants outside for your and their “summer
vacation”, place them in a shady spot. Afternoon sun will do
serious, if not fatal, damage to the leaves. Watch the intended

area to make sure the sun will not openly hit the plants. Do
not leave houseplants in hot cars for any amount of time.
Take them home immediately. (The same for nursery plants.)

Feed houseplants on a monthly basis. It’s their biggest
growing season thanks to brighter light and more warmth.
We’ve been recommending Gromore Seaweed Extract or
VF-11 to gardeners with some terrific results. Try some this
summer. Alden Lane has a greenhouse full of beautiful
interior plants to add to your collection or that are perfect for
gift giving.

Use saucers to catch overflow. Suck up water with a
turkey baster and use to water other plants.

This and That
" Visit our children’s gardening section for fun and

interesting projects to enjoy with your young ones this
summer. Items include birdhouse kits, mosaic pot kits
and seed starting kits.

" Apply Cloud Cover to Japanese maples early July to
protect against heat and windburn. Apply monthly through
the summer.

" On hot days give your lawn a cool burst of water (3-5
minutes) from the sprinkler system. Giving them a quick
shower at about 2 p.m. will significantly reduce heat
stress.

" Apply Soil Soup to soil and foliage to promote stronger
plants, use Soil Soup on any plant including vegetables,
ornamentals or even lawn. For best results and to avoid
burn on your plants apply Soil Soup in the cool of the day
to well watered plants.

" Visit our growing garden water department. July is the
perfect time to consider a waterfall or a pond.

Gift Herb &
Flower Pots

Garden at Home has assembled a
wonderful selection of brightly colored,
glazed herb and flowerpot kits for the
kitchen window or a house warming
gift. Brightly colored and nicely packaged,
these kits would look great with salad
greens or flowers growing in them. Options
also include traditional terra cotta sets in a
variety of styles.

Hecho en Mexico . . .
Made in Mexico

Que Bonitas . . . “What Beauties”; that’s what you’ll be saying once you see
this fabulous pottery from south of the border. The wonderful earth tone colors of
plum, gold, green, and brown will add a beautiful accent to any patio or entryway.
Their unique style makes them a centerpiece for any garden. I am particularly
proud to present Artistic Clay as new supplier to Alden Lane Nursery of authen-
tic Mexican Clay pottery and accessories.

So add a little fiesta to your yard today, ole!



A Portable Experience
“CONTAINER GARDENING”

Almost everything that grows in the ground can also be grown in containers. Containers
allow you to have a portable garden that you can rearrange whenever the mood strikes.

Container plantings or hanging baskets will need more watering and fertilizing. A great soil
mix would include equal parts of  Aqua Saver Potting Soil and Bumper Crop. These
products will help you grow bigger, tastier vegetables and more beautiful flowers.

The Cooling Touch of  Water
Why not create a water garden in a big, decorative container? It’s fun, easy and provides

a very cooling touch for your patio and garden. Follow these simple guidelines for a success-
ful water garden you can begin to enjoy this afternoon.

• Choose a location that gets 5-6 hours of sun per day, ideally with
the container shaded in the hottest part of the day. To provide an
ecological balance for the pond add:
❐ Oxygenating or submerged plants
❐ Water Lilies, floating plants, and bog plants so that 60-70% of

the surface is covered.
❐ Fish (who war against insects, mosquito larvae and algae) and

water snails
❐ Beneficial bacteria

• Now fill the container with water, condition with Laguna Water
Prep to make tap water safe for fish, and add the plants at their
proper levels.
• Next, add the balancing bacteria according to package directions,
and finally the fish and snails.
• Add the sense of hearing with the addition of a small pump and fountain nozzle if you like.
• Draw up a chair and enjoy your own water garden.

Perennial Containers
Colorful annuals with perennials in containers make a winning

combination. Annuals provide the constant color and perennials
give interesting textures, foliage color and flowers.

Perennials come in many different sizes and can provide
dramatic foliage as a focal point for your moveable garden.
Perennials bloom at varying times of the year so there’s always
something of interest blooming in your containers. And as the
perennials grow they provide a bigger and more beautiful display
every year.

Fragrant Herb Gardens
Make your herbs a decorative centerpiece this summer. Assort

your favorite herbs in a wood or ceramic planter or fill a hanging
moss basket with herbs. Put thyme, rosemary, and oregano on

the sides of the basket and borage, parsley, sage, basil, and chives in the top of the basket. Remember to water on a daily
basis and fertilize these twice a month. If the weather turns extremely hot, watering twice daily is a good idea. We suggest
that you use Aqua Saver Potting Soil and Osmocote Triple 14 fertilizer. Both products will help you grow the best herbs
in your neighborhood.

Once you’ve selected your basket and you’re ready to plant, remember we carry a large selection of herbs including some
of the favorites such as: basil, chives, dill, fennel, oregano, parsley, rosemary, savory, thyme and tarragon.

Plant Sweet Scented Citrus in Containers for the Patio
If you’re looking for a plant that does it all – look no further than the citrus tree. Its a tree for all seasons. You have shiny

leaves, fragrant flowers, showy fruit and to top it off you can plant the dwarf varieties in large containers. Citrus does well in
partial shade as well as full sun and comes in a number of varieties: Lemons, Oranges, Grapefruit, Kumquats, and Tangerines
to name a few. And its fruit shows the best color in winter when many plants are dormant.



11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day
Alden Lane Nursery is proud to present this year’s Art Under the Oaks! Admission is FREE for this very popular family event.

You’ll be able to enjoy local artists located through out the nursery exhibiting and selling their work and demonstrating their
skills. Oil and watercolor artists as well as photography will be featured. Enjoy sculptures, fiber art, seaweed baskets and
much more. Parking is FREE (carpooling recommended) and shuttles are FREE from the Sunset Office Plaza at the corner of
Concannon and Holmes.

Entertainment:
Heirloom, the 2003-2004 Northern California West Coast Champion Barbershop Quartet will stroll throughout the nursery

on Saturday and Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.. Suzuki Strings will perform Saturday from 1:00-2:00 p.m.. Concluding
Saturday’s festival of music, the Stony Ridge Ramblers will be performing from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Join the Davis Street Trio
Sunday from Noon to 2:00 p.m. This trio brings together musical expertise that encompasses genres as diverse as Dixieland,
Big Band, Swing Band, Modern Jazz and Blues. The Pleasanton Community Concert Band, back by popular demand this
year, will conclude our musical performances from 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Come Join Us on July 16th & 17th for



Food:
Food will be available from Kinder’s

Meats and Deli. Come enjoy their famous
“ball tip” sandwich, a scrumptious chicken
sandwich and delicious salads. They will
have an exciting kids’ menu for the junior
gardeners. We know you won’t be
disappointed. Thirsty? Enjoy Fruit Fizz,
Café a la Carte and Del’s Lemonade – all
back by popular demand.

Wine Tasting:
For the wine lovers with the purchase of

a commenmorative glass, tastings will be
offered by: Thomas Coyne, Bent Creek,
Livermore Valley Cellars, Wente, Tenuta,
Concannon, Tamas Estates, Retzlaff and
Stony Ridge/Crooked Vine.

Prizes:
Don’t forget to register for our hourly

drawings. Win a $25 gift certificate from Alden Lane Nursery good towards any Alden Lane merchandise. For our Grand
Prize we will be giving away a piece of art donated by the Livermore Art Association worth over $200. This prize will be
given away at the conclusion of the event on Sunday.

Fresh Fruit Tasting at “Art Under the Oaks”
Now is the time to enjoy all the flavors of sum-

mer tree-ripened fruit and nothing beats the taste of
a fruit freshly picked from your own tree. Next best
will be fruit from Ed’s trees in the Dave Wilson
orchards!

Ed Laivo of Dave Wilson Nursery along with
Lydia, Alden Lane’s fruit tree expert,
will be here at Art under the Oaks on Saturday,
July 16th and Sunday, July 17th to offer you
tastes of all the succulent peaches, nectarines and
plums that ripen in mid July. They will also be
available to give advice and consultation on all the
different varieties of fruit and nut trees available. So
come with all your questions and prepare to have
your taste buds tingle.

SPECIAL ORDER TREES!!

Don’t forget this is also the time to take
advantage of our pre-season pricing on Special
Order fruit trees. Our order books open this
weekend for the 2006 season; and you can choose from over 225 varieties
on different rootstocks to fit all yards and gardens.

Come in and plan to hold a fruit tasting in your backyard!

It was so much fun to see so many of  you at the Livermore
Rodeo Parade. Then to top off  the day, Alden Lane Nursery’s
float was chosen as the Best Commercial Float & our own
Jacquie Williams-Courtright was given a special award as a

Community Service Honoree. It was a great day as well as
another wonderful chance to further celebrate our 50th Year!



And Some Like it Hot!
Do your bedding plants wilt in the heat of summer? Do the hot days bleach the color from

everything in the garden? We have a suggestion for you! Plant some of these heat loving
annuals and you’ll have colorful and heat resilient flower beds into the fall months.

ZINNIAS are a familiar flower for summer gardens. They are colorful, available in a variety
of heights, color combinations and flower styles. Zinnias love the heat! They look their best
in temperatures over 90 degrees and they will bloom until late September, longer if we have
an Indian Summer.

State Fair Mix 36 inches tall
Cut & Come Again 24 inches tall
Dreamland Mix 12 inches tall

VINCA, also known as Periwinkle, is another “must” for those hot August gardens.
The flowers are similar in shape and size to impatiens but some of the mixes sport a
red ‘eye’ in the center of the blossom. Choose from the following mixes: Cooler
Series has Coconut, Grape, Peppermint and Rose colors. The Pacifica Series covers
Apricot, Orchid, Red and Punch. Both mixes produce plants approximately 12 inches
tall and 12 or so inches across. You also may like
First Kiss Blueberry (blue-purple color), Orchid
Halo (purple with white eye), and Punch Halo (rose-
pink with white eye).

ANNUAL VERBENA is an excellent accent plant
for containers, baskets and massed in flowerbeds.

Each bloom is comprised of tiny flowers that form a cluster. It too loves the full sun.
Choose from Burgundy, Peaches and Cream, Scarlet and White.

Plant These Top Perennial Choices for Sunny Spots
Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea): Bold foliage and long blooming purple daisy like flowers are this plants

feature assets. Other attributes – Butterflies are attracted to the flowers; and the seed heads are great to use in everlasting
arrangements or left on for winter interest. This sun lover grows 2-3 feet tall in good garden soil. “White Swan” is an especially
lovely white variety.

Lavender (Lavendula sp.): These heat of summer bloomers produce fra-
grant flower spikes that you’ll love. Their lavender blue flowers are great to dry
for arrangements or may be made into aromatic potpourri. They attract butter-
flies and beneficial honeybees. Different varieties range in height from 18” to 3’
with equal width. Look for Hidcote, Munstead and Spanish varieties. Well drained
soil is essential. Plant with yellow Moonshine Yarrow for a great color combina-
tion.

Stella D’Oro Daylily (Hemerocallis ‘Stella D’ Oro): This miniature golden
beauty blooms all summer and grows to only 18”. When planted in good soil,
this plant will grow rapidly and require minimal care. Just remove faded flowers
to promote even more rewards. To reduce the size of the clump or add to your
collection, plants may be divided every 2-3 years in the fall. Flowers are edible
and make a great garnish on main dish or dessert plates.

Catmint (Nepeta sp.): Super easy to grow, this plant blooms in June and
will rebloom with a “haircut” in mid summer. Butterflies and Hummingbirds love
it…not to mention your feline friends. There are lavender and white flowering
varieties. Catmints grow best in good garden soil planted in full sun.

Moonbeam Tickseed (Coreopsis verticillata ‘Moonbeam’): 18-24 inch stems
covered with finely cut lacey leaves are topped with light yellow daisy like flow-
ers that are borne summer into fall. It looks great when combined with “Butterfly
Blue” pincushion flower. Grows easily in good garden soil and needs only one
“haircut” to keep the flowers coming.

Yarrow (Achillea sp.): This group of long blooming, long lived perennial herbs
includes many different colored varieties. Pest free, heat and drought tolerant
qualities make it an area favorite in the sunniest of locations. Flowers are great
for drying. Red ‘Paprika’, light yellow ‘Moonshine’ and pink ‘Heidi’ are especially
beautiful varieties that demonstrate the color range. Great with lavender plants.

Magellan Mix 12 inches tall
Short Stuff Mix 8 inches tall
Zinnia Mix 6 inches tall



CRAPE MYRTLE
July  2005

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Win A 5 Gallon Crape Myrtle

Planting supplies include:
• 1 (2 cubic) Planting Mix
• Stakes
• Master Start Fertilizer
• A packet of Osmocote Slow Release

Fertilizer

No purchase necessary. Need not be present to
win. Drawing to be held July 31, 2005.

WIN A CRAPE MYRTLE (tree form) PLUS PLANTING SUPPLIES.

Just the perfect tree for a small garden or patio, or a flowerful accent in the garden . . . and just the tree for
the Livermore Valley. It loves hot sun and
blooms bountifully . . . A $70.00 Value!

Crape Myrtle & Summer
Heat Can’t Be Beat!

➤ Larger varieties:  ‘Muskogee’, ‘Tuscarora’, Water-
melon Red, ‘Twilight’, ‘Dynamite’, and Natchez White’.

• One of the best, ‘Muskogee’ is among the first crape
myrtles to bloom in June and blooms all the way to
October.  Nice rounded and full canopy of leaves
and light lavender flowers and the leaves explode
with wonderful November Fall color.

• ‘Dynamite’ is the newest and most striking variety
to be introduced.  Fire engine Red flowers draw
everyone’s attention and sometimes the flowers go
from white to pink to screaming red as they open
up. The new foliage comes out red also and turns
green, giving the tree or multi-trunked specimen
interest throughout the growing season.

Celebrate the 4th of July holiday in your garden
with a spectacular explosion of colorful

Crape Mrytles. These summer bloomers flower
freely in the hottest summer climates.

 These beauties will tolerate almost any soil type,
require little or no pruning and provide one of the

longest blooming periods - 60 to 120 days! And they
come in a variety of heights from the miniatures

(18") to upwards of 25 feet. Indeed there is a crape
myrtle for nearly every garden situation.

In addition to the flowers, Crape Myrtle has a number of other attractive features. Its spring foliage is light green tinged with
bronze and most of the varieties provide a fall show of colorful foliage before going deciduous. Shrub varieties become vase
shaped with a pleasing trunk and branch pattern. The smooth gray or light brown bark flakes off to reveal a smooth pink inner
bark.

July is a great month to select Crape Myrtles. Shop early for the best selection – you’ll be able to choose the best colors
and see the subtle variations of each shade.

• ‘Twilight’ is the next great lavender purple flowering
variety to arrive. It has a great richness of flower color
and a vigorous growth rate.

➤ Medium uprights:  ‘Catawba’, ‘Seminole’, ‘Zuni’ and
‘Centennial spirit’ are moderate growers that are nice small
trees or multi trunked specimens. Usually 8 to 15 feet.

➤ Petite Series: ‘Petite Plum, pink, orchid, white, red
and ‘rubra compacta’ are available in bush form.  Most will
reach 4 to 8 feet.

➤ Dwarf Series: ‘Chica Pink’, ‘Chica Red’, ‘Cordon Blue’
are some of our staff’s favorites and more varieties exist.
Great for small sunny places 3’X3’.



SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item

TO RECEIVE FREE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to
local relief agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good July 1-31, 2005

Your Choice of a
2" Mini House Plant

($2.99 Value)
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Alden Lane Nursery will be CLOSED the Fourth of July.

Remember to shop early for your holiday flowers! And Happy 15th anniversary to Tom and Jacquie!

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280
Change Service Requested
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PAID
PERMIT #274
Livermore, CA

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

2" Persian Violet (Exacum), 2" Kalachoe
or 2" Hypoeste (Pink Polka Dot)


