
Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for great
gardening tips with host Jacquie
Williams-Courtright. Tune in 4 days
a week on Cable Channel 30.
Monday: 9 am & 3:30 pm, Friday:
3 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday: 7 am,
11 am & 2:30 pm.

 

The Livermore Amador Valley
Garden Club will meet Tues., Sept. 6,
at Alisal School, multipurpose room,
1454 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton at
7 p.m. Bill Grant of UC Santa Cruz
will be speaking on Grevilleas, an
Australian plant that is suited to our
climate.  Guests are welcome. For
more info, call Bev at 485-7812.

 

Thanks to everyone who made Art
Under the Oaks such a success from
the attendees to the vendors. The
music, the food, the demonstrations
and art were wonderful. And a special
thanks to the Altamont Cruisers for all
their help.
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REMINDER!
It’s Time to Redeem

Bonus Dollars this Month
Each April and May you earn Bonus Dollars with

your purchases at Alden Lane Nursery and in August
they are redeemable. In order to accommodate summer vacations, the redemption time will include the whole month of
August. So bring those green bonus dollars in. They are redeemable for up to 1/2 the value of your purchase. If you earned $20
you could apply them to a $40 purchase and get 1/2 off for instance. Your bonus dollars may be applied to all purchases
except sod, sale items, multiply priced merchandise and special orders. Not valid with other discounts or coupons. If you
didn’t participate with us this spring don’t despair! The program has been so well received we will do it each April and May.

Add the Refreshing Sound of
Water to Your Garden

Stroll our new demonstration garden, the center of which is our beautiful waterfall
and pond area. Gather some inspiration as well as some water plants, or just
enjoy the stroll. Several color-schemed gardens surround our cool, bubbling water
garden. Each color garden showcases a different collection of plants. Sneak a
peek into the pond and you might spot a turtle, frog or gold fish.

August is a great month to cool your toes while you build your own water
feature.



Garden Care In The Summer
➣ Use a Ross Root Feeder to deep water and fertilize shrubs and trees. The Ross Root Feeder puts water at the roots

of the plant where it belongs. Soaker hoses are excellent additions to your garden. They deliver water slowly to provide
a deep soak.

➣ Water your garden in the morning. Always water on a RISING temperature. It helps to prevent fungal and bacterial
diseases in your garden. An exception would be on those extra hot days when early evening watering is fine.

➣ MULCH! Mulch! Mulch! Spread 3 to 4 inches of mulch around shrubs and trees. Leave a six-inch area open around the
trunk of the tree so it can breathe. Mulching helps retain moisture and keeps the roots cool.

➣ Put shut-off valves on all your hoses. This way you can turn off the water as you move from place to place.
➣ Check the sprinklers. Replace damaged ones. Clean out clogged heads. Adjust so they aren’t watering sidewalks and

driveways.

Summer Garden Tips for Container Plants
Test the soil around container plants before watering. Soil should be slightly dry before

liberally applying water to any plant whether in your garden or in a container.
Water each plant thoroughly if in a container. At the nursery we water frequently in summer

heat. Correct procedure is to water the containerized plant until the water runs slightly over
the topsides of the container and drains out the bottom of the container.

How often do I water?
This is a frequently asked
question. You are the best
judge because you know the
surroundings better than we
do. Test the soil around the
plant if slightly dry water
thoroughly. Allow the plant to
go slightly dry before watering
thoroughly again. After 2 or 3

times of following this procedure you will know the intervals of
days the plant can go without watering again.

Remember, if there is a drastic change of temperature
either way it will affect your watering schedule. As a rule of
thumb, hanging baskets need to be watered daily. In hot
spells twice a day is not overdoing it.

Add the water holding polymer, Soil Moist to all your
container plantings of flowers and shrubs. It will help
cut your watering in half.

Sunflowers For Fall Color
Plant sunflowers now for fall color. Sunflowers are extremely easy to grow from

seed in our area and those planted now will sprout and bloom by fall.  This is one of
the secrets of sunflowers, especially the shorter ones. Plant them directly into the
garden, or plant 3 to 5 of the very dwarf ones in a 10" clay pot. If planted in the
garden now, they create a fall bumper crop of appropriately orange-colored blooms. In
a pot they make a very attractive centerpiece for the fall table. 

Planting this late in the summer seems illogical but with California’s “second
spring” (September, October) Sunflowers have enough warmth and time to give it
another go. If you look in many gardens now, sunflowers planted last spring will be
past their prime and probably developing seed heads. What better way to usher in
the fall season with the warmth and beauty of big orange sunflowers. Choose from
autumn beauty, mammoth, teddy bear (Dwarf) and dwarf sunspot. (Dwarf sunspot
reaches just 24" high and looks super in a terra cotta pot with a raffia bow.)

Give it a try. Sunflowers produce a lot of results for only a small amount of effort.



AUGUST GARDENING CALENDAR
Keep after tomato hornworms and petunia budworms with another application of Caterpillar Killer. It’s

an effective, safe environmental control.

Don’t forget your citrus! In order to get bumper crops feed lemons, oranges and other citrus monthly
with Master’s Citrus Food. Remember though to water the day before applying fertilizers. Also avoid feeding
or treating on extra hot days.

Is your garden suffering from the summer blahs? Perk it up with colorful petunias, marigolds, vinca and
dahlias!

Treat compacted soils and lawns with Master’s Soil Penetrant. No amount of water or food will do the
lawn any good if it isn’t reaching the roots. Soil Penetrant opens the soil to water, air and food for lush green
growth. Combine with aerating your lawn to maximize water penetration.

Keep those flowerbeds neat and blooming! Deadhead (remove all old flowers) all blooming annuals. Cut
back leggy petunias. Fertilize with Master Bloom to help set new flowers.

Be sure to clean up fruit trees and pick any left over fruit that can harbor soft rot fungus. A light pruning to
shape can be done now.

For bouquets of fragrant sweet peas plant them now. They will provide beautiful midwinter bloom.  For
best results select from among the “Winter Elegance” series for planting this month and next.  Sweet peas love
a rich, well prepared soil bed. Consider using Bumper Crop or Pay Dirt Plus to enrich the soil Cottonseed
meal is an excellent sweet pea fertilizer.

Hard to believe but its time to start planting winter vegetables! The cabbage family members, root crops,
and leafy vegetables such as broccoli, beets, carrots, radishes, onions, spinach and chard are ready to be
planted this month from seed. (Farmers in the valley are planting winter vegetable crops from seed this month.) 
Planting from seed now allows for a deep, established root system and a very long growing season resulting in
larger harvests.

Sow flower seeds. Many wildflowers and spring blooming annuals grow from seeds scattered now. Try
California Poppy, Bachelor Button, Alyssum and Godetia. Also plant biennials such as hollyhock from seed now.

Start working now to prevent fall weeds. Apply Master’s Lawn Food plus weed preventer. This
product does a great job of creating a protective barrier to prevent the pesky annual bluegrass. If you plan to
reseed your lawn next month, delay this application.

Establish a bed of bearded Iris in your garden this month.  Many varieties now bloom both spring and
fall.  Get them in the ground early so you will have a sizable plant for a blooming show next spring. (Some have
been known to bloom as early as November if planted now.) Iris arrive mid-month.

Have an Endless Summer® in Your Garden!
If you want to have spectacular hydrangea flowers each year the secret

is “reblooming” Hydrangeas. Endless Summer® is a break through for big
leaved hydrangeas with continual flowering up to frost.

Large dark green leaves are the background for 8” globe shaped flower
heads, in shades of baby pink, to sky blue. Hydrangeas are fast growing
and attractive as single plants, or mass planted.

Endless Summer® can tolerate extreme cold, and is unaffected by late
frosts that can damage flower buds. Hydrangeas with the ability to
produce new flowers repeatedly, makes this an exciting new prospect for
the landscape. To encourage new flowers, remove older flowers as they
wither. Flowering occurs on both the old and new wood. The plants have a
stocky growth pattern and will reach 3-5 feet in height and width. It’s not
unusual to see them blooming well into December. Flowers make
exceptional dried arrangements.

All hydrangeas perform best in dappled shade, with evenly moist, well drained soil. AquaSaver Potting Soil is excellent
as it cuts your watering in half. A spring feeding with Maxsea Acid Formula will promote a healthy vigorous plant. Blue
flowers require an application of aluminum sulfate early in the season. Create your own shady refuge nestled in a quiet
corner of the yard. Nothing feels quite as cool as hydrangeas sprinkled in among ferns.



Come & Enjoy Our 13th Annual
Fall Rose Show

Saturday, September 17th from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. &

Sunday, September 18th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Public Entries Welcome!

Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane, Livermore, (925) 447-0280

Co-sponsored by the Mt. Diablo Rose Society and Alden Lane Nursery

Roses may be entered on Saturday, September 17th from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Awards given out at 3 p.m. on Sunday, September 18th

Be prepared to delight in the sights and fragrance of hundreds of beautiful roses. Bring
your note pad so you can jot down those varieties you can’t live without. And, don’t forget,
you can pre-order your favorites and enjoy a 20% DISCOUNT through the end of
November. See you there!

Dave’s Rose Program
Gives Your Roses Autumn Beauty

Catapult your roses into fall bloom with this feeding recipe. Livermore rose expert Dave Lowell
developed this feeding program and it works wonders. First, use only if your roses are well
established (planted for at least six months). ALWAYS water your plants deeply and thoroughly the
day before feeding. Feed during the cool of the day. Avoid feeding on an extra hot day. Lightly work
ingredients into the soil around the rose if possible.

Sprinkle around each rose:
1/2 cup bone meal (5 pounds feeds 18 roses)
1/2 cup Master’s Fruit Tree & Vine Food (5 pounds feeds 18 roses)
1/2 cup Iron Sulfate or pH Adjuster Plus (Granulated Sulfur) (5 pounds feeds 18 roses)
2 tablespoons Epsom Salts (magnesium sulfate) (1.25 feeds 18 roses)
1 shovel full of chicken fertilizer (1 cubic feet feeds 9 roses)

After you’ve fed the roses, be sure to soak them. Never use in conjunction with systemic
rose foods. The combination of bone meal and systemic rose foods pose a serious health risk to
pets.

Rose Show Special!
Hey Customers! We’d like to inspire you to bring roses in from your garden, so anyone

entering a cut rose to display in our annual rose show will receive a coupon good for $5 off the
price of ANY plant in the nursery of a $10 value or more! Rose cuttings must be entered on
September 17th by 10:00 a.m. But remember that the coupon must be redeemed by
November 30, 2005



Quilting in the Garden 2005
Alden Lane Nursery and Garden Center is proud to announce that their annual

Quilting in the Garden is now a two day event.

We will host the show on Saturday September 24th and Sunday September 25th 2005
from 9:00am to 4:00pm.  Come view the breath-taking beauty of various intricate quilts

hanging from the age-old Oak Trees of Alden Lane Nursery in Livermore;
it is a spectacular sight. Admission is FREE!!

Guest artist will be Margaret Miller. Margaret is a studio quilt maker who travels widely, giving lectures and workshops
on color and design which encourage students to reach for the unexpected in their contemporary quilt making. Her full
teaching schedule has taken her throughout the United States as well as to Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, England
and Denmark. She is the author of Blockbuster Quilts, Strips that Sizzle, and Blockbuster Quilts and Easy Pieces: Creative
Color Play with Two Simple Quilt Blocks. Her new book, AnglePlay™ Blocks and her new AnglePlay™ templates will be
released at Quilting in the Garden this September. Her presentations are known for their enthusiasm, humor, and sincere
encouragement of quilt makers of all levels of skill and experience.

This year’s show will offer several opportunities to spend time with our guest artist, Margaret Miller. Margaret’s first
appearance will be Friday night, September 23rd, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Guests will enjoy her show titled, Jumping for
Joy: The Quilts of Margaret J. Miller.  Come spend a delightful time with Margaret J. Miller as she shares her quilts and
tells their stories, and gives a glimpse of what its like to make a living as a quilt maker, author, and traveling teacher in the
post-9/11 era.  For non-quilt makers, it is an eye-opening view of quilting styles and quilting stories; for quilt makers, a chance
to sit back and savor the gift of being a part of this special world of artists and craftspeople. Everyone will enjoy Margaret’s
humor and enthusiasm, and perhaps bring up a pleasant needlework memory or two from the past. Seating for this
appearance is limited; tickets are $35.00 and will be sold in advance starting June 1st. Margaret will also host mini lectures
on both Saturday and Sunday at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; these lectures will begin inside and conclude with a walking tour
of the quilts on display. The cost of the mini lectures is $10.00; these tickets will be sold in advance as well beginning June
1st.

Join Alex Anderson, host of HGTV Simply Quilts, for a fun-filled evening. Alex will share a collection of her personal
quilts, and a laugh or two is guaranteed! Mark your calendar, Saturday night, September 24th, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Seating for this appearance is limited; tickets are $35.00 and will be sold in advance starting June 1st.

Several merchants will be on hand displaying their wares. You can also purchase thimbles, quilt frames, sewing machines,
clay jewelry, fabrics and patterns will all be presented for purchase. Delicious made-to-order sandwiches, salads, and soups
will be provided by Chef’s Touch of Concord, CA. Specialty coffee cart by Café a la Carte will also be available to serve both
hot and iced coffee, as well as their special Italian iced drinks.

Admission is FREE. Event hours are 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Parking is FREE and carpooling is recommended as parking
is limited. There is also parking available at In Between Stitches Quilting Shop on Railroad Avenue. A FREE shuttle will take
you to the nursery and back.

Overnight accommodations are available at the Hilton Garden Inn, located at 2801 Constitution Drive, Livermore, CA
94550. Mention you are booking a room for “Quilting in the Garden” and you will receive these reduced rates: $69 for a deluxe
room, $79 for a king room with whirlpool and $99 for a deluxe king suite. Call 925-292-2000 or visit them at
www.livermore.gardeninn.com.



SMALL TREES, BIG HARVEST
Techniques aim at making the most of tiny backyards

You’ll be amazed! You can plant a whole fruit tree orchard in a very small space with backyard orchard culture
and high density planting techniques that can accomplish great fruit yield. Drop in and we’ll help with your
questions. Here are some suggestions:

Plant many varieties in a small space • Prune in the summer for size control

Successive Ripening = Choosing fruit tree varieties that ripen during different months of the year.

10' x 10' Area
Four trees in one hole, 18" apart

8' x 9' Area
Two trees in one hole,

18" apart

5' x 10' Area
Two trees espaliered

10' x 30' Area
12 trees in a
hedgerow, 30"
apart. (Or plant
three sets of
four trees in
one hole.)

12' x 20' Area
Two sets of four trees in one hole. In
each set, plus two espaliered trees.

11' x 30' Area
12 trees in a
hedgerow, 30"
apart, plus
three
espaliered
trees.

10' x 20' Area
Two sets of four trees in one hole. In

each set, trees 18" apart

Refresh Your
Japanese Maples

If your Japanese Maple leaves are burnt
you can revitalize them. Maple leaves can
burn during the summer months not only

from the heat, but also from the wind.
To correct the burnt look, strip off the

foliage by gently pulling or snipping the
damaged leaves off each branch. Follow
this with an application of good balanced

fertilizer such as Master’s Liquid Gold or
Master’s Formula 49. The maple will leaf

out again in 3 to 4 weeks for the fall.
Remember water well before feeding.



POT OF THE MONTH
August  2005

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Win A Collection of Late Summer Color!

You can win:
• 12 – 4 inch Annual color pots
• 1 – 16 inch pot
• 1 – 2 cu ft. AquaSaver Potting Soil

A $70.00 Value

No purchase necessary.
Need not be present to win.
Drawing to be held August 31, 2005.

It’s not too late to plant annual flowers,
they will turn any spot into a bright and colorful area.

Simply fill out the entry blank below and drop it at the nursery.
You can find the “Pot of the Month” by the bedding information counter next to the bird cage.

Congratulations! Rachael Carson of Livermore is
the winner of our May drawing for Rose Bushes!

New Garden Trends – Cactus and Succulents
Come to Alden Lane and catch the latest trend in gardening . . .

Cactus and succulents! We visited many landscape and garden shows
recently and succulents were used everywhere.

While you can plant cactus and succulents into the ground here in
the Valley, they do have some special needs. Most of them require six
hours of full sun, little water once established, fast draining soil (ie, not
our clay soil) and some winter protection from frost. For these reasons
we think they make the perfect container plants. Containers can easily
be moved in close to your house for the winter or covered with a protec-
tive cloth.

Here at Alden Lane we have a large selection available for you to
combine or we can suggest combinations for you. With their wide
variety of architectural forms, cactus and succulents are a great garden
addition. We also have many color selections. Whether you like the
blues, bronzes, purples or pinks of the Echeverias or the fuzzy feel of
the Kalanchoe tomentosum we have them for you. Some unusual
varieties that we have are the “floppy tail cactus” Rhipsalis which isn’t a
cactus at all, or the “organ-pipe” succulent stapetla which is reminis-
cent of the Rock Formations in (Utah). We also have many varieties of

Sedums in stock, including the red “Voodoo” and the lime green “Angelina”.
These plants are among the most versatile of this year’s new garden offerings. They can express your artful side or your

whimsy, whatever you choose, also they can be combined with other low water use plants to make a lush garden display.
Come in and catch on to the new trend…

Alden Lane August Classes
Cactus and Succulent Class at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday,
August 13th. Reservations required. Please Call ahead
(447-0280) to prepay and register. Cost: $32.55 including tax

Join Dee, our very own cactus and succulent specialist, for a
fun and informative class on growing these hardy plants. The class
included an opportunity to make a cactus dish garden. You’ll plant
up several cactus in a 10” inch low dish to take home for you very
own to enjoy. The class is limited to 12 so make your reservations
early!
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SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item

TO RECEIVE FREE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to
local relief agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good August 1-31, 2005

A 2.5 oz. package of Aromatique’s
new potpourri scent “The Berries”

HOHOHOHOHOW W W W W TTTTTO FINDO FINDO FINDO FINDO FIND
ALDEN LANEALDEN LANEALDEN LANEALDEN LANEALDEN LANE

NURSERNURSERNURSERNURSERNURSERYYYYY

This heavenly scent is reminiscent of a bowl of just picked
berries – sweet with a little tart! Refreshing for summer!

A $2.49 value.

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280
Change Service Requested

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

Alden Lane Nursery Hours: Open every day until 6:00 p.m.


