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Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for great
gardening tips with host Jacquie
Williams-Courtright. Tune in 4 days a
week on Cable Channel 30. Monday-
Friday at noon, Tuesday: noon, 1:30 &
3:30 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday – 7 a.m.
& 2:30 p.m.

 

Livermore-Amador Valley Garden Club
meets the first Tuesday of the month,
April 5, at 7 p.m. at Alisal School, 1454
Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton, Ca. The
April meeting speaker will be Mike
Umehara, Momija Nursery, Santa Rosa.
He will be speaking on the Care and
Pruning of Japanese Maples. The May
3rd meeting will be Larry Lee of
Plantopia Nursery speaking on
Sanctuary Gardens. The June meeting
will be held on the second Tuesday,
June 14th (the first Tuesday is a city
election day). Our speaker will be Ellen
Zagory, UC Davis speaking on
Mediterranean Gardening. As always,
visitors are welcome. For more
information call Bev, 925-485-7812.
Please mark your calendars!

 

The Livermore-Amador Valley Garden
Club Annual Plant Sale will be Saturday,
April 9th from 9 a.m. to noon in the
parking lot of Amador Valley High School,
1155 Santa Rita Rd, Pleasanton.
For more information call Bev at
925-485-7812.

 

Alameda County Master Gardeners
Present – A Spring Seminar,
“Gardening with Ease” on Saturday,
April 9, 2005 at Livermore High School,
600 Maple St., Livermore. Registration
forms can be picked up at the following
locations: Livermore, Dublin, Pleasanton
or San Ramon libraries as well as Alden
Lane, Western, Armstrong and Our
Garden nurseries and Las Positas
and Merritt Jr. colleges. Download
forms at http://acmg.ucdavis.edu/ or call
510-639-1366 for information.

Alden Lane Offers Spring’s Most
Sought After Clematis Collection

The Raymond Evison Patio Clematis
Collection™ is the most talked about

new plant series for spring 2005, and it is
coming to Alden Lane. These designer

vines can be used to enhance your patio,
deck or balcony; all while offering vertical

columns of color all season long.
The brilliant Cezanne™, Picardy™ and

Versailles™, found in the collection, offer
extraordinary streams of color with their

high flower and bud counts, and 4 inches
wide blooms. Unlike older cultivars, these
new clematis are super disease-resistant

and are credited to be the longest-
blooming clematis ever cultivated.

DON’T FORGET!
Moss Basket Workshop

Saturday, April 23rd Cost: $45. Time: 10:00 a.m.
Brian & Jacquie will team up to teach this fun class. Come and join in.
Create a beautiful 14” moss basket brimming with gorgeous annuals for sun and
shade. Cost is $45 per participant. This class will fill up fast, so call today to
prepay and reserve your spot – (925) 447-0280.

The clematis in the patio collection
truly offer mass appeal. Novice
gardeners will like the fact that these
low-maintenance plants require minimal
care and know-how; while advanced
gardeners will be thrilled
with the range of design options the
clematis provide in and out of their
containers.
Design Tips: Keep the clematis
potted and weave the vines around
bamboo posts to create a tower
of color. When outside of their
containers, the clematis can be
used as a groundcover or beautifully
interplanted with well-trained shrubs
like gray juniper and shrub roses.



SCOTCH BROOM
Blooms in a Multitude of Colors

Spring is showing up in all the right places this month from the colorful
bulbs planted last fall to the brilliant bedding plants and the early blooming
trees. Yep, it’s spring!

For informal hedges, foundation plants or a new shrub to enhance the
cottage garden feel in your planting borders add one of these British Isle
natives. Brooms are a member of the pea family and the blossoms echo that
family resemblance. All the brooms (cytisus) we carry are deciduous and
grow to around 5 to 6 feet in height. They all bloom from April to June.

Alden Lane carries these varieties:
• Warminster Broom has bright yellow spring blooms
• Burwood Broom is covered with maroon/yellow spring blooms
• Lena’s Broom sports yellow/red spring blooms.
• Lilac Time Broom has lilac pink spring blooms.
• Mahogany Broom has mahogany spring blooms.
• Minstead Broom is covered with white flushed lilac deep purple spring blooms.

New Varieties of  4" Perennials
Available Now For Your April Garden

Argyranthemum – Hybrid Marguerites come in double white, yellow and
pink daisy forms. They have strong stems (great for cut flowers)and grow to
18” tall. Long bloomer; needs full sun.

Alonsoa ‘Fireball’ – Orange/red flower color, great trailing container plant.
Grows up to 12" tall and wide. Long bloomer. Full sun.

Calibrachoa ‘Gold’ (Million Bells) – Profusion of small petunia-like flowers.
Great trailing plant for containers. Attracts hummingbirds. Grows up to 6" tall
but trails to 20" long bloomer. 

Ipomoea (Sweet Potato Vine)
‘Bronze’ – Outstanding foliage

plant for the morning sun (until 11 a.m.). that provides contrast in container
gardening. Can be used also in hanging baskets. Grows up to 8” tall but trails
down to 24”.

Nemesia ‘Berries & Crème’ – Upright plants that bloom spring to fall; excellent
in pots, baskets, and for borders. Grows up to 8” tall. Keeps blooming throughout
the summer if not in mid-day sun. The color of the flower is a dark purple on the
upper petals with the lower petals having an air-brush of light purple and creamy
white. 

Osteospermum ‘Summer Daisy’ – Free flowering daisy-like flowers on
compact
plant are
out to out
p e r f o r m
the ‘symphony’ series. Long bloomers for the full sun
area. They come in the very popular colors of yellow
and orange. Will grow up to 20” tall and wide.  

Petunia ‘Easy Wave’ – More mounding growth habit
than other varieties. Still a very versatile and sun-loving
mass of color for pots or garden. The newest color is a
very bright true red. They grow up to 8" tall and trail up
to 24" across. Will bloom from spring to early fall.

 You’ll find these new varieties plus
other 4” perennials when you come to

the Nursery this April. 

Nemesia

Argyranthemum

RECIPE FOR A GOOD GARDEN SOIL
Amend the valley soils to give your plants their best
opportunity for growth. Keep this recipe handy for your
planting needs. For each 100 square feet add:
5-8 bags (2 cubic feet) Master Gold Rush or Bumper Crop®.
5 lbs. Iron Sulfate to acidify soil and add iron
10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food. Master
Formula 49 can be used for ground covers.
50 lbs. Gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds sulfur &
calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)

Mix well with your soil to an 8" depth and water well.



APRIL GARDENING CALENDAR
Looking for planting directions? Check out our planting instructions on our

web site (www.aldenlane.com). The planting instructions are simple, easy to follow
and well illustrated.

Now is the time to hang Yellow Jacket Traps. Early spring is the time to
capture the colony’s queens thus exponentially reducing the yellow jackets in the
area later in the year.

Make sure to fertilize all your plants to support and nurture all the beautiful
spring growth. Try Masters’ All Purpose Formula 49.

Protect new plantings from slugs and snails with pet safe Sluggo or Master
Snail, Slug & Insect Control.

Stop treating your soil like dirt! Apply Soil Soup over, under and around garden
plants and lawns. It’s like adding liquid compost. Microbes in Soil Soup work on a cellular
level in the soil to release nutrients and minerals. Your plants will look better, be healthier,
and stronger. (This month try a gallon of Soil Soup free. See the monthly coupon.)

Grub control for lawn. Now is the time to apply Bayer Advance Lawn Grub Control for a full season of
protection. Avoid the dead patches typical with grub infestations. Apply this product now.

Control broadleaf weeds in the lawn with Master Green Weed and Feed; it fertilizes while it weeds.

The toughest broadleaf lawn weeds are easily controlled at this time by spraying with Monterey Spurge
Power.

Alden Lane Nursery has a wide selection of bedding plants for summer color. Choose favorites like
cosmos, impatiens, petunias, marigolds, and zinnias. You can also plant tomatoes, eggplant, peppers and
zucchini this month. Plant this month and reap the reward of bountiful produce through the summer and lots of
fresh flowers for your home.

Don’t get your lawn addicted to water. As the weather warms, gardeners are tempted to overwater
everything including the lawn. If you are watering your lawn (or your shrubs) every day, you are increasing the
likelihood of fungus disease. Daily watering also produces a lawn that having never needed to “look deep” for
water may burn away with the stress of summers’ first heat wave. Do your lawn a favor, make it search for
water by holding off at least a day if not two or three between deep thorough waterings.

Oxalis (yellow flowered clover look alike) as well as bermuda grass can now be controlled (amazingly)
in most lawns with Monterey Turflon Ester.

Raise the height of your lawnmower to 2½ -3 inches for the summer. Taller grass survives hot
temperatures better and helps shade out weed invaders.

The warm weather has also brought out the aphids. Check the tender new growth on roses, ornamentals,
fruit trees and vegetables. Hose them off with a stream of water. Control out of hand populations with Ladybugs,
or Sevin.

Kid’s Club Activities
STEPPING STONE CLASS

Saturday, April 30th Cost: $20 Time: 10:30 a.m.

Come decorate a stepping-stone for Mom! It will be something she will cherish for years to
come. A stepping stone decorated by a child with little pieces or memorabilia and a hand print
will capture a moment in stone to be enjoyed more and more with the passage of time. We
make the mess, your kids get to be as creative as they wish, and we clean it up. We will have
9x9 stones poured and ready to decorate. Bring your own decorations, or use our collection of
stones, beach glass and pottery for “Kids” of all ages. Call ahead to register and pre-pay.



Come Join Our
“Wall Worthy” Garden Corridor!

This garden walk will be different from
others – we guarantee it!

Alden Lane is starting a customer garden of fame if you will and everyone is invited
to participate. We’d like you to bring us an 8x10 photo (nothing smaller please!) of
your garden to share with everyone who works and visits Alden Lane Nursery. We’re
going to display them on a public walkway to provide inspiration for novice gardeners
and instill a friendly spirit of competition among our customers. Before and after shots
of your garden would be great to have too. Here’s how you can participate:

➣ Bring an 8x10 photo and leave it at the information counter for Cyndee.
➣ Include your name, phone number and address
➣ Any additional information would be great – for instance: how old is the garden?

Is it your first garden? Did you build it form scratch or transform an established garden?
Anything you’d like to share with us would be great.

Alden Lane Nursery & Tea with Friends
presents a

Mothers’ Day Tea in the Garden
Alden Lane is providing a wonderful opportunity for you to honor your

mother this year with a lovely garden setting Tea. We will have seatings at
11:00 a.m. and at 3:00 p.m.on each of the following days: Saturday, May
7th, Sunday, May 8th, Saturday, May 21st and Sunday, May 22nd.

Each seating is limited to 24 participants! Advanced reservations are
required and payment must be made at the time of reservation. If you
want to participate you must hurry and call the nursery because we’re sure
these Teas will sell out quickly. Don’t be disappointed!! Unfortunately we will
be unable to seat people on the days of the Tea because we are limited in
our ability to add additional seating.

 Price is $38.00 per person plus tax (includes gratuity). For diners 10 and
under the price is $23.00 per person plus tax (includes gratuity).

Your Email Address Can Save You
Time & Money At Alden Lane Nursery!!

Email saves us printing, postage and distribution costs and we pass those savings on to you in the form of:

Special Contests, Special Coupons and Special Savings for Email Registered people only
And there is more . . . Email Registered people get to see this Newsletter as much as a week BEFORE snail-mail
recipients – this gives them first crack at hot items, etc. Email Registered people also get unlimited on line access to back
issues, gardening, and landscaping tip sheets that will save them time and money. Because we can send Email notices in
an hour or so, instead of the 3 weeks it takes to produce and distribute a printed notice, Email Registered people can be told
of short-term seasonal and limited quantity specials that are impractical to print.

BUT, your privacy is important to us and we are VERY careful NOT to send unsolicited Email – so, to get all these
benefits YOU must register your Email address. If you want to join many of your neighbors who are already part of the Alden
Lane Email Registered Family all you have to do is go to: http://www.aldenlane.com/register.htm and register your
Email address. Naturally, your PRIVACY will be respected and your Email Address will NOT be given to anyone else. AND,
if for any reason you want to discontinue, EVERY email we send you will have a simple “please no more” link that you only
need to click and we will STOP sending you Emails immediately – NO questions asked.

So, there you have it – Everything to gain, nothing to lose!
Why not take 30 seconds and register today?



Cotton Seed Meal
Cotton Seed Meal provides an all-natural, balanced meal for plants without the use of

synthetic fertilizers and chemicals and without using animal products. Cottonseed meal
contains all three major plant nutrients, nitrogen, phosphorus and potash, it is an easy way to
be organic without, “mixing your own concoctions” of a variety of organic ingredients. Most
organic fertilizers are derived from a combination of manures, bone, feather and blood meals.
Use cottonseed meal with vegetables for a truly Vegan vegetable garden.

Cotton Seed Meal is also naturally acidic so it is perfect for azaleas, camellias, blueberries
and hydrangeas. It is perfect for Australian natives, as many Australian plants cannot tolerate
excessive phosphorus found in synthetic fertilizers.

Mix appropriate amount of Cotton Seed Meal lightly into the pre-moistured topsoil within
the drip-line of the plant. For faster action, include a thorough watering-in with Soil Soup to
help speed nutrients to the plant.

Replenish Your Soil
Often the richest and best farmlands are formed over the centuries as rivers carry sediment from higher elevation glaciers

and mountain streams to low-lying valleys and plains. These alluvial soils are rich in nutrients and minerals. You can mimic
the effect that centuries of annual flooding have had on rich floodplains by simply adding Rock Dust to your garden soil.

Spiral Stone Meal Glacial Rock Dust has over 70 minerals and trace elements. Rock Dust helps increase fruit and
flower production. It also increases the vitamin content and allows for better taste in your fruits and vegetables. Plants tend
to be more pest and disease resistant with greater cold tolerance. Try it on your lawn for better color with less fertilizer.

Apply 10 lbs. per 100 square feet of garden area. For faster action, include a thorough watering-in with Soil Soup to help
speed nutrients to the plant.

Get the Jump on Aphids with an Organic Control
April is the season that aphids are attracted to tender lush growth on a variety of shrubs and trees. Look for aphids on

apples, plums, hibiscus, and of course, roses and treat them before they have a chance to distort the leaves. Aphids are a
sucking insect, about the size of the head of a pin. They may be black, green, orange, or nearly white. Aphids suck plant
juices for their own nourishment but scar the leaf so it warps and curls around, forming
a perfect leaf home for the pest. The curled leaf surrounds the aphid shielding it from
pesticide sprays. The aphids are well protected but the leaves look pretty bad. Aphids
drop a sticky honeydew. The combination of the distorted leaves and sticky mess makes
aphids a major nuisance for several ornamental plants. So, be vigilant and watch for the
arrival of these pests and spray them before they have the opportunity to distort and curl
the foliage.

 We have a variety of methods of controlling Aphids, but why not try something
environmentally friendly? A new product from Green Light called Bioganics are not
only 100% organic, but they are made from plant oils and other ingredients widely used
as food and cosmetic additives. These plant oils kill insects by blocking specific neural
pathways that don’t exist in mammals or birds. That means they are safe for us!

Bioganics organic insect control comes in a concentrate, a hose end and a ready to
use spray bottle.

Special April Pricing
BUMPER CROP SPECIAL PRICING!! Purchase 3 bags of

Bumper Crop® and get the 4th bag for 1¢ more. We want you to
enjoy gardening success. Sale runs through April 30th.



Have an Endless Summer® in Your Garden!
If you want to have spectacular hydrangea flowers each year the secret is “Reblooming” Hydrangeas. Endless

Summer ® is a breakthrough for big leaved hydrangeas.
Large dark green leaves are the background for 8” globe shaped flower heads, in

shades of baby pink to sky blue. Hydrangeas are fast growing and attractive as single
plants or mass planted.

Endless Summer® can tolerate extreme cold, and is unaffected by late frosts
that can damage flower buds. Hydrangeas with the ability to produce new flowers
repeatedly, making this an exciting new prospect for the landscape. To encourage
new flowers, remove older flowers as they wither. Flowering occurs on both the old
and new wood. The plants have a stocky growth pattern and will reach 3-5 feet in
height and width. It’s not unusual to see them blooming well into December.

Along with the Endless Summer®, Alden Lane has many other Hydrangea varieties
available.

All hydrangeas perform best in dappled shade, with evenly moist, well drained soil.
A spring feeding with Maxsea Acid Formula will promote a healthy vigorous plant.
Blue flowers require an ap-
plication of Aluminum sul-

fate early in the season. Create your own shady refuge nestled in a
quiet corner of the yard. Nothing feels quite as cool as hydrangeas
sprinkled in among ferns.

Japanese Maples
In Your Garden

Dave’s Rose Spray Program
The program combines disease and pest control with fertilizer. The following are the ingredients to make

up the basic spray and the amount of each to be combined and added to one gallon of water.
Ortho RosePride Disease Control (Funginex) 1 tablespoon
Ortho Systemic Insect Killer (Isotox) 2 tablespoons
MAXSEA 16-16-16 1 tablespoon
Kelp Sea Life 4 tablespoons
Vinegar (any type) 1 tablespoon

The first spray should be made at the moment disease is first noticeable, then as needed thereafter. For maximum
protection and feeding, you can spray every 10 days through the spring growing season. Read and follow Pesticide labels.

REMEMBER never spray or feed a thirsty plant. Always water your plants well the day before. It’s important to avoid the
heat of the day when treating and take care with your dilutions. (Don’t overdose!)

Looking for a special accent
in the garden?

Plant a Japanese Maple with
its colorful bark and cut
leaves. We have a large

selection of both green and
red leaved varieties, coral

bark and cut leaf specimens.



GIFT CERTIFICATE
April 2005

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

We know that you have your eyes on something
special here at the nursery & one lucky winner is

going to have his or her dream come true.

Sign up to win an $80 gift certificate good
for all kinds of wonderful gardening treasures

here at Alden Lane Nursery.

No purchase necessary.
Need not be present to win.

Drawing to be held April 30, 2005.

Win An
$80.00

Gift
Certificate

New at Alden Lane . . .
Espresso Etc . . . our new
espresso machine!
Have you ever wanted a warm cup of
coffee while you browse Alden Lane?

Now you can sip a warm beverage while
you shop. Our new machine makes over seven

different types of beverages including espresso,
latte, French vanilla latte, cappuccino, mocha, hot

chocolate and even regular coffee if you like! $1.50 a cup or
$2 for a refill. We hope you’ll enjoy a cup next time you’re in!

 

It’s Time for Bonus Dollars Again!
Our traditional springtime event - Bonus Dollars are back!
Bonus Dollars are distributed April 1 through May 31. You
earn 10% of your total purchases and are paid in Alden
Lane Nursery Bonus Dollars. These Bonus Dollars are
redeemable August 1-31. They are to be used for up to 50%
of your purchases in August. For example: if you have 10
Bonus Dollars you may use all 10 on a purchase of $20 or
more. (Bonus Dollars are not valid with other discounts or
coupons. Bonus Dollars are not valid on sod, sale items or
other special orders. Sales limited to stock on hand. Not
redeemable for cash.)

 

Healthy Gardening for Family and Pets
Join us on Sunday, April 10th at 2 p.m. to find out about
ways to manage pests in your garden that are both kid and
pet safe. This event is sponsored by the State Water
Resources Control Board and the Alameda County Clean
Water Program.

Cactus & Succulent Annual Sale
The Cactus & Succulent Society of San Jose has its 36th
Annual Show & Sale on Saturday and Sunday, April 2nd
and 3rd from 9:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m. at the Buchser Middle
School, 1111 Bellomy St., Santa Clara, CA 95050. For more
information call 408-243-3692.

 

Don’t Forget Administrative
Professional’s Day
Remember to say thanks on April 27th to the person who
makes you look good all year round! Check in the Green-
house for containers planted with blooming plants and fern
combinations; there are great ideas for flowering beauty for
desktops and we with a little bit of warning we can do custom
ones as well! The nursery is filled with wonderful gift ideas as
well as gift certificates.

 

Summer Blooming Bulbs Are
Ready To Plant

If you’re enjoying blooming tulips and
daffodils now you know it takes “thinking
ahead” since these beauties were planted
in the Fall for Spring bloom. This is the time
to think about summer blooming bulbs.
Dahlias, Lilies, Tuberous Begonias, and
Gladiolus are just a few. The blooms of these bulbs are the
intense bright colors of summer. There are many varieties to
enhance your cutting garden and complement your
flowerbeds. Trailing varieties of Tuberous Begonia are
perfect in hanging baskets as well as a complement to your
Fuchsia baskets. Time is right for planting! Drop by the
nursery to see our full selection.

Don’t Miss These Great Events!!!
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Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief agencies.
One coupon per family, please! Offer Good April 1-30, 2005.

Present this Coupon & A Canned Food Item
TO RECEIVE FREE

SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON

SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON

A 2" Seedling
Tomato Plant

Limited to stock on hand!
(89¢ value)

Present this Coupon & A Canned Food Item
TO RECEIVE FREE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief agencies.
One coupon per family, please. Offer Good April 1-30, 2005.

One Gallon
Container of Soil

Soup Compost Tea
($7.99 value – Limited availability!)

ALDEN LANE NURSERY HOURS: Everyday from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.


