
Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for great
gardening tips with host Jacquie
Williams-Courtright. Tune in 4 days
a week on Cable Channel 30.
Monday: 9 am & 3:30 pm, Friday:
3 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday: 7 am,
11 am & 2:30 pm.

! #
Fall Festival is coming October 9th,
10th, 16th, 17th, 22nd, 23rd and 24th.
The Festival hours are 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. You can participate in hayrides,
games; enjoy tasty food and much
more. The Scarecrow Building
Contest is Oct. 9th & 10th. See
you there!

! #
Bonsai Demonstation and Show will
be given on September 19th from
12:30 to 5 p.m. at the nursery by the
Yamoto Bonsai Club. Plan on coming!

! #
Alrie Middlebrook will be here at
Alden Lane on October 23rd from
1:00-2:00 p.m. speaking on “Bringing
the Beauty of California into the
Garden.” This informative seminar
will touch on gardening with native
plants. Call ahead to reserve your
space – 447-0280.

! #
The Livermore Amador Valley Garden
Club will meet Tuesday, Sept. 7, 2004
at Alisal School, multipurpose room,
1454 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton at
7 p.m. The speaker will be Susan
Dietz, the “Lavender Lady”. On
October 5th Jeff Rosendale from
Sierra Azul Nursery will be speaking
on “Plants that Pay Their Rent”
Please contact Bev at 485-7812 for
more information.

! #
The Mt. Diablo Rose Society meeting
the 2nd Wednesday of each month at
7:30 p.m. at the Pleasanton Gardens.
For more information call 829-4929.
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Come See “Quilting in The Garden”
on September 25th

Alden Lane Nursery and Alex Ander-
son of HGTV, Simply Quilts presents
“Quilting in the Garden” on Saturday,
September 25th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
held under the age old Oak Trees of
Alden Lane Nursery in Livermore. Food
and drink available.

This year’s guest artist is Jan
Krentz, a teacher, designer, pattern
maker and author who inspires others
to enjoy the art of quilt making. Best
known for her color selection and
technical skill, Jan’s quilts are
beautifully distinctive and inspiring for
the avid quilter.

For those of you not in the quilting
field her quilts are a “work of art” and a
must see. Jan began quilting in 1972
and teaching in 1982. The Professional
Quilters Magazine voted Jan 1998
“Teacher of the Year”. Mini lectures
will be held at 11:00 and 2:00
hosted by Alex Anderson and Jan
Krentz, the cost is $10 per person.
No advance reservations taken. First come, first served. There will be a grand
prize raffle held at 3:00 p.m. (must be present to win) valued at over $300.

Show admission is FREE. Event hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Parking is FREE,
carpooling is recommended as parking is limited. FREE Shuttles available at
“In Between Stitches” located at the corner of L Street and Railroad Ave. For
additional event or nursery related information, please call (925) 447-0280 or visit
www.aldenlane.com.

Book Early and Get Great Deals!
Take advantage of our advance Fruit Tree Sale.

You can pre book & pre pay
for your fruit trees from now until
November 15th and get a 25%
discount off our 2005 fruit
tree prices. Come in a pick
up a 2005 Price List and Order
Form to select the varieties
you’ve been longing to add to
your back yard orchard.



Fall & Winter Vegetables Accent The
Garden & Your Cooking!

Enjoying a bounty of tasty home-grown vegetables used to be limited to what would grow in a summer vegetable plot.
These days, the garden can contain almost anything including edible flowers and be grown anywhere in the yard where you
use vegetable safe pest control. Get creative and use containers, hanging baskets, and vertical structures, as well as
traditional garden plots. Our full complement of winter vegetables are arriving mid September.

Lettuce, chard, spinach, and parsley work quite well together in the flowerbed. They make crisp, fresh looking borders
and edgings and can be grown in clumps among low growing perennials or annuals. Lettuces with frilled edges give a nice
finish to beds of snapdragons or penstemon. Swiss chard is charming as an edging along a walkway or garden
path. Try trimming a border of pansies with parsley. If there are any damp, partly shaded spots where
most vegetables won’t grow, plant herbs instead: parsley, chives or mint. You might want to grow
the mint in a container because it can be invasive once it gets established.

Ornamental cabbages and kales look stunning lining walkways next to medium to tall growing
shrubs and perennials. There are so many different varieties of them you’ll be sure to find several
that will give color and texture to the flower bed as well as ingredients for soups and stews.

Try Brussel sprouts for an unusual addition to the garden. As the plant grows, walnut sized
“cabbages” form on the stem. You can harvest the sprouts as they reach about an inch in
diameter. Pick off the ones at the bottom first. They not only like the cooler weather, but
also are noted for being flavorful after a frost.

Carrots, radishes, and onions can be planted in rows or tucked into corners and gaps
in the garden to fill out the flowerbed.

Feed monthly with Master Nursery Tomato & Vegetable Fertilizer. Water estab-
lished plants twice weekly as the weather dictates. Youngsters will require a daily check.
Use our Recipe for Good Garden Soil to make your garden the envy of the neighborhood.

Stop by and see Brian’s whimsical Vegetable Garden at Alden Lane for other new ideas.

Bearded Iris Are Here!
Each spring it spreads a surprisingly vibrant splash of color through the garden.

Available in saltwater taffy colors, this old fashioned perennial needs a home in every
garden. Plant them early this fall and enjoy big 5 inch wide blooms this coming Spring. 
Colors available include all colors of the rainbow including some beautiful multi-hued

selections. For the greatest impact, plant several divisions of the same color/variety together. You will be stunned with the
results.

Another interesting story about Bearded Iris:
Early last fall a bunch of bearded iris were planted into containers by staff members. Remarkably a few of them were

blooming by December 1st.  Sounds impossible, but those that bloomed were the repeat blooming variety, of which we have
a few in now.  Repeat bloomers are special because they bloom in  April - along with all the other Iris, and then they bloom
again in late fall.  Twice the show for the same effort.  Be sure to come in immediately . . . the earlier they are in the ground,
the bigger they will be for their first bloom.  (Blossoms by December not guaranteed, but give it a try and perhaps you will be
as surprised as we were.)

Prepare the bulb beds with Master’s Planting Mix. Pepper the trench with Bayer Power Force Granular Insect Killer to
protect your bulbs from worm damage. When the time comes to set out bulbs, add a layer of Master’s Bulb Food to the
bottom of the planting hole or trench. Next cover the fertilizer with two inches of soil and plant the bulbs on top. This protects
the bulbs from any type of fertilizer burn.

Fall Bulbs Especially For California
September is bulb planting time. Check out the new arrivals that include: ixia,

anemone, ranunculus, tritonia, watsonia and sparaxis. These are bulbs that thrive in
our Mediterranean climate.  New varieties will arrive throughout the month. Familiarize
yourself with these wonderful bulbs that are beautiful as well as appropriate for our
climate. Plant handfuls in drifts now for spring rewards with a lasting effect.

See an expanded selection of bulbs at our web mall.  You can purchase bulbs as
well as gather loads of information online.  See our web site
(www.aldenlane.com) and click on Bulb Mall.



SEPTEMBER GARDENING CALENDAR

Thanks For Your Help!
Thanks to the PTown Pushrods for their help with Art Under the Oaks.

A donation in their honor has been made to Hope Hospice for their
much appreciated contributions!

$ Fall is a great time to refresh the soil in your vegetable garden especially if you are planting a Winter
garden. Bumper Crop, Gold Rush or Paydirt will replenish the fertility of your soil as well as enhance the
texture.  Bumper Crop and Gold Rush are 15% chicken manure, Paydirt is 25% chicken manure. 5 bags of
Gold Rush or Bumper Crop per 100 square feet, or 4 bags of Paydirt will do wonders to boost fertility and yield.

$ September is a wonderful month to get a start on winter vegetables and flowers.  The earlier you set
out your cool crops, the better.  Cabbage and broccoli will grow especially large if started now.  Lettuces are
another good choice, plant carrots and radishes from seed.

$ This is the month to apply pre-emergent weed control to prevent
one of Spring’s toughest lawn weeds. If you have Oxalis, (small clover like
leaves with a yellow flower) your lawn has already been seeded for next
year’s crop. Thousands of the microscopic seeds have been distributed
after the Spring and Summer flower season.  Do something nice for your-
self and prevent these weeds from sprouting by applying Portrait Broad
Leaf Weed Preventer.

$ Sow flower seeds. Many wildflowers and spring annuals grow from
seeds scattered now. Try California Poppy, Bachelor Button, Alyssum and
Clarkia.

$ Freshen flowerbeds with new plantings of annuals. Choose violas,
pansies, calendulas, snapdragons, stock and more.

$ Feed your fruit trees one last time until March for increased vigor in
the spring. Use Master’s Fruit and Vine Food. The exception – Citrus
likes to be fed monthly year round.

$ Renovate your lawn now in five easy steps: Thatch and aerate, add
Iron Sulfate to acidify, and add iron, topdress with Gold Rush or Paydirt and water in with Master’s Soil
Penetrant. It’s also a great month to plant a brand new lawn.

$ Attend to acid loving plants such as camellias and azaleas now. Feed them
this month with Master’s Camellia, Azalea and Gardenia Food and next month
with Master Bloom 0-10-10 Fertilizer.

$ Bring in houseplants that have summered outdoors before the nights get
too cool. Wash them off thoroughly with warm water and check for hitchhiking pests.

$ Fall is planting season and this fact is especially true for the biennial, old
fashioned favorites such as hollyhock, Canterbury bells, foxgloves and bachelor
buttons.  Planting them now allows them to establish a full root system before swelling
in spring to produce huge healthy spikes of blooms beautiful color.  Biennials
require a portion of 2 years in order to mature and produce flowers.  Planting them in
fall is the most efficient use of the calendar to get these plants to bloom in the shortest
amount of time.

$ Look at our fall selection of bulbs.  Plant ranunculus and anemones as soon
as you can get them in the ground.  The same applies for Bearded Iris.



Come & Enjoy Our 12th Annual Fall Rose Show
October 2nd & 3rd

VIEWING TIMES:
Saturday from 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.;
Sunday from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m
Awards: Presented at 3:00 p.m. on
Sunday, October 3rd
Where: Alden Lane Nursery,
981 Alden Lane, Livermore, (925) 447-0280
Co-sponsored: The Mt. Diablo Rose Society
and Alden Lane Nursery
Entries: Public Entries Welcome!
Roses can be entered on Saturday,
October 2nd from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

For helpful rose showing tips attend a
special class led by rosarians, Ken and
Judy Jones on Sunday, September 26th
from 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. Call ahead to reserve a
space in this free class. 925-447-0280.

Be prepared to delight in the sights and
fragrance of hundreds of beautiful roses. Bring
your note pad so you can jot down those
varieties you can’t live without.

AND, DON’T FORGET, YOU CAN PRE-ORDER YOUR FAVORITES AND ENJOY A 20% DISCOUNT THROUGH THE
END OF NOVEMBER. See you there!

September Classes
Kids Club
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1:30-2:30 P.M.

Wading Into Wetlands – Jeepers! Creepers, what’s in the water? We’re going
to demonstrate balanced wetlands with plants and animals. You’ll take home a mini-
water garden to play with and see how wetlands filter our water system. Pre-register
early. Cost is $20 plus tax.

Adult Classes
SEPTEMBER 18TH, 10 A.M.

The Ultimate Workshop!!  Select and plant your own window box planter for the
fall season. You will be able to choose from three colors for your window box planter:
purple, orange, and red. We provide six 4 inch perennials, six 4 inch annuals, two 4 inch
mums, a window frame, a 4 foot windowbox, one 1 cubic foot of soil, and osmocote
fertilizer. The cost is $162.53 which includes sales tax. Call ahead early to register and
prepay. This class is limited to only 12.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1:30-2:30 P.M.
Perennial explosion! This class is hands-on dividing and sharing perennials such

as Phormium (flax), Heuchera (coral bells), Agapanthus (Lily of the Nile), Iris, Hemerocallis
(daylilies) and Wood Violets. Learn which plants need to be divided – when, how & why.
Pre-register early – cost is $15 plus tax.

SEPTEMBER 25TH, 9 A.M.-4 P.M.
Bulb Layering Workshop.  Join us for a “Drop In Bulb Layering Workshop”. We provide the pot, the soil, bulbs, pansies

and expertise. Let us help you create a beautiful, blooming pot that will provide color from fall through spring. The cost is
$25. Call the nursery to reserve your spot!



It’s A Fall
Fun Kid’s Tour!

It’s an hour of pure fun for your kids. They’ll take a
guided tour through the Walnut Hulling operation, visit
with Harvey Bumble, our gardening puppet, go apple
fishing, visit the pumpkin patch to choose the perfect
Jack O’ Lantern and get a goodie bag – all for $6 per

child. Minimum group size is 15, maximum is 25. Call to reserve a spot
early as this books up quickly. Available Tues-

day, Wednesday and Thursdays in October
between 9 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Ask for

Cyndee or Gerard to book.

The Good News Bears Are Back!
The Good News Bears organization will be at Fall Festival each Saturday. The

Good News Bears mission is to distribute “stuffed love” to those in need. Annually,
over 5,000 stuffed animals are given to local hospitals, emergency vehicles, shel-
ters, and more. Hope Hospice, Shepards Gate, Operation Sam, Livermore Back-
pack Project are just a few of the groups that have benefited.

 At Fall Festival you can make a donation of a new bear to this group. They will
have wonderful gift baskets, bear related items for sale and fun for the kids. They are
a great Christmas gift resource.

Separate drawing tickets are available for a collectible bear, a handmade bear
themed quilt and beautiful baskets.

Deal With Bare Spots
Before the Autumn Rains

Plant now for erosion control, or to attractively deal with a bare patch of earth in a
temporary way.  We all have one; that bare spot in the landscape that looks bad and
creates mud with Winter rains.  It’s a spot we hope to get to later; in the worst cases, the
area is sloped and allows winter rains to carry topsoil to lower lying areas. 

Why not deal with it now?  Seeding a bare area now
with wild flowers or erosion controlling grasses will allow
the seeds to sprout with the onset of winter rains, and
cover by the time the early spring gully-washers rage.

➤ For temporary situations, to prevent winter mud from
washing off a bare slope plant:

• Annual rye, barley, vetch, or a combination thereof
• Wild flower mixes. 

➤ For permanent plantings, plant perennial grasses
on an irrigated slope for an easy to care for, no-mow ground
cover:

• Hard fescue or creeping red fescue
• Wild flower mix
• Clover
• Any combination of the above

Prepare the area by roughing the top 2" of soil with a
rake.  Apply a layer of Pay Dirt and work in if you like. Sow

seeds and rake in.  Wait for winter rains to do the watering for you, but if you would like to get a head start, go ahead and
begin regular watering until winter rains kick in and take over that task for you.



Fall is Planting Time
Fall is in the air. The sun is lower in the sky. Temperatures are a little cooler. There still remains 2 to 2½ months before

winter rains arrive and temperatures drop significantly. We in northern California are blessed with a second spring and this
weather is perfect for planting.

You are home now, the summer vacations are behind you. The harshest heat of summer has passed. It really is a good
time to put down some roots. A tree, shrub or perennial planted now will establish quickly with the nice warm soil. Winter
rains will soon take over the watering chores and next spring, a plant that has established its roots this fall will be significantly
larger than if planted later. Fall is an active growing time. Take advantage of it by doing some gardening or landscaping now.
Follow our planting instructions on our website
(www.aldenlane.com) to help you establish full and
healthy plants in your garden.

. . . And Don’t Forget Those
Autumn Flowers

If you haven’t made plans to perk up your summer
flowerbeds do so today. Alden Lane Nursery has a full range
of transitional annuals that bridge the seasons. For instance,
vinca, marigolds, impatiens, and cosmos will add vibrance
until the cold weather really settles in the area. Some of the
fall line up include pansies, violas, nemesia, schizanthus,
stock and linaria, snapdragons, Iceland poppies, primrose
and alyssum. Use our Recipe For Good Garden Soil to get them off to the very best start.

RECIPE FOR A GOOD GARDEN SOIL
Amend the soil with our Recipe for Good Garden Soil.

To amend a 50 square feet area to an 8" depth use:
" 10 cubic feet of soil conditioner: Master Gold Rush or

Bumber Crop (5-8 bags)
" 5 lbs. Iron Sulfate: to acidify and add iron.
" 50 lbs. Gypsite to loosen hard soils as it adds sulfur &

calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)
" 10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food.

Master Formula 49 can be used for ground covers.

Mix well with your soil, plant and water well.

Colorful Chrysanthemums
Mean Fall Has Arrived!

If there is one flower that really let’s us know it’s
autumn – it’s the Chrysanthemum! Richly colored and
aromatic, the chrysanthemum comes in a dazzling
array of colors. Choose from white, orange, yellow,
bronze, maroon, butterscotch and pink. There are low
growing “cushions” or “button” types which form low,
bushy plants covered with color as well as “spider”
mums and the larger flowering exhibition varieties which
need frequent pinching until midsummer to encourage
full, stocky
plants and large
blooms. These
larger flowering
varieties may
need staking.
Plus, we recom-
mend pinching
all but one bud
per stem to en-
courage show
s t o p p i n g
blooms. Stop
feeding when
the buds show
color. Remem-
ber to remove
dead flower
heads to force more flower production. Don’t overhead water
because this encourages blossom rot.

Plant Black Eyed Susan for a
Wonderful Touch of  Autumn

Although we all know the
chrysanthemum as one of the
outstanding beauties of the au-
tumn garden there’s another glo-
rious plant that should also have
top billing – Rudbeckia or Black
Eyed Susan will fire up the gar-
den with a burst of warmth. This
perennial has an upright growth
pattern to three feet. The flow-
ers bloom from mid summer
through fall with a color range
from warm yellows to browns
and coppery tones capped with
dark brown or black centers
(hence the name Black Eyed
Susan).

Prepare the soil with Master
Nurserymen’s Gold Rush as

Rudbeckia like well draining soil. Remove fading flower heads
to extend the flowering season. Use snail bait on a weekly
basis to keep this pest and slugs away from the foliage of
these plants. Avoid over watering to keep powdery mildew at
bay. Use a Ready to Use Fungicide if this happens.

Rudbeckia make an excellent cut flower just immerse the
stems in boiling water for 30 seconds before adding them to
your floral arrangements. Alden Lane has a great selection
of varieties to choose from including: Autumn Colors, Rustic
Colors, Indian Summer, Toto, Irish Eyes, Sputnik, Goldilocks,
Cherokee Sunset, Sonora, Becky and Spotlight.



LAWNS
September  2004

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

A $45.00 Value

No purchase necessary. Need not be present to
win. Drawing to be held September 30, 2004.

Win Three Months of Lawn Care Products
This month you have an opportunity to win a three month lawn care program.

You’ll have the greenest lawn on the block!!

Early October: Lawn Food and Weed
Preventer

November Master Green

December: Winterfeed

The salvia family is endless! There are ornamental and
edible members of this expansive family. Indeed – salvia for
every situation in the garden is a very plausible thought.
Salvias love the sun in mild areas and need a little shade
in some of the hotter areas of the valley. Many are long
blooming, attract hummingbirds and butterflies and require
very little care once established. Here are a few of our favorites:

Salvia microphylla – This salvia is more leafy and dense
than the Salvia greggii. Bright red flowers are borne in 4-6
inch clusters. The plant itself can reach 3-5 feet tall. This
salvia is easy to grow and can be cut back almost to the
ground if needed without harming the plant. It has a very long
bloom season in mild areas. Hummingbirds love it!

Salvia ‘Indigo Spires’ – This is one of the most depend-
able butterfly magnets you can grow. This is a very long
flowering perennial with inflorescences of blue-violet flowers
and purplish calyces. It starts blooming in early summer and
continues unabated until first frost.

Salvia mexicana ‘Limelight’ - One of the most beautiful
of the sages, this variety produces an abundance of vivid,

royal blue flowers protruding from showy lime green calyxes
on upright spikes. Prune hard in the late fall or winter and
you get many flower producing spikes that make long lasting
bouquets. Loves the full sun. Can reach 4 feet in height.

 Salvia leucantha – This variety is commonly known as
Mexican Sage Brush. Long velvety purple spikes set with
small white flowers crown the top of arching gray-green
foliage. Long lasting bloom from summer to the first frost.
Makes a good background plant in a border or large planting
bed. Cut back in winter if stems have become too woody.

Salvia greggii – Known as Autumn Sage, this variety is
available in a number of flower colors – red, yellow, pink,
white and purple. Erect growth to about three feet with medium
green foliage. Plant in full sun.

Salvia elegans – This has a different twist from some of
its cousins – the light green leaves carry a fruity pineapple
scent and taste when crushed. It produces red flowers on
short spikes. Use the leaves in cool drinks or fruit salads.
Plant near a path so it can be brushed against to release the
fragrance.

Looking for a Strong Presence in the
Autumn Garden? Try the Salvia Family!

Plant Sweet Peas This Fall
For A Glorious Fragrant Bouquet In Spring

September and October are sweet pea planting months for us here in the mild-winter west.
We have a great selection of sweet peas to choose from including the earliest bloomers,
Winter Elegance series, and the very popular Old Fashioned varieties. Old Fashioned sweet
peas are particularly fragrant.

Sweet peas planted now, in a manure-rich soil, will sprout and establish themselves well
before winter cool temperatures arrive. The earliest ones can actually bloom as soon as
January as they require just 10 hours of sunlight per day to set buds. The later varieties will be
nice large plants by the time early spring arrives and will set a profusion of blooms. Sweet peas
are beautiful and fragrant and they make great cut flowers. Choose from about 50 varieties we
have selected that grow well in our area, including a number of mixes.
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SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item

TO RECEIVE FREE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to
local relief agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good September 1-30, 2004

25% OFF
ANY ONE ITEM!

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly
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Not Valid on sale items, sod & special orders.

Here is your chance!!

Have you have been longing for that
fountain, birdbath or specimen maple?

This is a great way to save
on that special garden accent.

ALDEN LANE NURSERY HOURS: Open every day from 8:30 a.m.until 6:00 p.m.


