
Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for
great gardening tips with host
Jacquie Williams-Courtright. Tune
in 4 days a week on Cable
Channel 30. Monday: 9 am &
3:30 pm, Friday: 3 p.m. and
Saturday-Sunday: 7 am, 11 am
& 2:30 pm.

! #
Plan to attend the Alameda
County Fair – June 25 to July 11.
While you’re there visit the
landscape gardens and floriculture
areas. They’re a great way to
gather ideas for your own garden
improvement. Remember you can
actually purchase plants and
garden accessories on closing
night, July 11th, from the display
garden plant sale. Bring your red
wagon, baby stroller, rolling
garbage can, or dolly. The garden
gates open at 6 p.m. Be early!

. . . and YES, you do need to
buy an admission ticket to take
advantage of the sale!

! #
Alden Lane Nursery Hours

Monday – Friday
8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Saturday – Sunday
8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

CLOSED ON JULY 4TH
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Serving You Since 1955

981 Alden Lane, Livermore, CA  •  www.aldenlane.com  •  (925) 447-0280

Join Us For

A Very Special Rose Sale!!
All Roses are 20% Off  during the month of  July only.

Rose Lovers . . . Come and take advantage of  this wonderful opportunity!!!

Alden Lane Nursery & Livermore Art
Association present the 18th Annual Art

Under The Oaks!!!
July 17th & 18th

11:00 am to 4:00 pm every day!
Enjoy the talents of
local artists nestled
among the flowers
demonstrating their
skills, while you
stroll through the
oaks. Enjoy
painting in all
medias, jewelry
making, sculpture,
seaweed baskets,
fiber arts, and much
more! All artists will
have works for sale
or on display for
your enjoyment and
purchase.

Remember that
admission is free! In
addition to on site
parking we will be
providing free
shuttles from Sunset Office Plaza’s parking lot located at the corner of
Holmes and Concannon. Shuttles will run every 15 minutes from the
Holmes Street entrance. P.S. You may even consider having a friend drop you
off and pick you up!



Take A Tropical Break in Your Back Yard &
Plant Some of These Stunning Beauties!

Did you know that Hibiscus come in thousands of solid and combination
colored flowers. The blossom size ranges from 2 inches upwards to 10" or
more. The flowers are available in singles and doubles. It is the national
flower of Malaysia. The variety H. rosa-sinensis is the state flower of
Hawaii and a native of the Pacific Islands and Asia.

Interest in the hibiscus started around the turn of the century. The
American Hibiscus Society formed in the 1950’s to track and name all the
varieties that could be found.

The Chinese or Tropical
Hibiscus (H.rosa-sinensis) is
one of the showiest flowering
shrubs. Colors range from white
through pink, salmon, red, yel-
low, apricot to orange. Although
it needs protection here in the Tri-Valley area it can thrive on a covered patio or in
a container so it can be moved during cold weather. Position it against a southern
or western facing wall in the winter so that it will benefit from the warmth after the
sun has gone down. Even the hardiest varieties need the protection of a patio or
roof overhang because of our freezing temperatures in the winter.

They like to be kept moist but not wet. In the summer a layer of mulch around
the plant will help maintain consistent moisture in the soil. If your hibiscus is in a
container feed it twice monthly from April to mid September to keep it in the best
shape. Do not feed after that to allow the foliage to harden for the winter ahead.

Another member of the hibiscus family is more tolerant of colder temperatures.
Hibiscus syriacus or Rose of Sharon is also called Shrub Althaea. This bloom-
ing beauty is deciduous and can reach a height of 10 to 12 feet. It is available in
either single or double flowers and has many named varieties. Rose of Sharon is
more drought tolerant than the Tropical Hibiscus. For larger flowers prune back the
previous season’s growth to two buds during the winter months.

Another wonderful tropical to consider is the gorgeous bougainvillea. Brighten
up a south or west facing wall or fence with a mass of
colorful flowering bracts that will give you sheets of
brilliance all summer long. Choose from the vivid “Purple

Queen’, hot pink ‘Barbara Karst’, yellow ‘California Gold or the reds of ‘Scarlett
O’Hara’ or ‘San Diego Red’. Don’t forget to ask your local California Certified
Nursery Professional™ for planting directions as they have sensitive root
systems.

Add drama with an ornamental
banana. With its huge leaves of green or
green and purple, it will instantly say
tropical; and don’t forget the Birds of
Paradise (Strelizia regina), with their exotic
flowers that seem like orange and purple
crested cranes.

Canna Lilies are native to the tropics
and subtropics and have large, rich green
to bronzy red leaves that resemble those
of banana or ti plants. Flowers reminiscent
of ginger lilies bloom on 3-6 ft. stalks in the
summer and fall. They are available in a

wide variety of colors including some bi-color ones. Cannas are most effective
planted in groups in single colors against plain background. They are pretty
in borders near poolside or in large pots.

We have a wonderful selection of palms to add a tropical flavor to your
garden as well. Now all you need is the beach, the waves and trade winds to
complement your tropical paradise. Come by and let one of our California
Certified Nursery Professionals™ help you select the best varieties for your garden.

ALTHAEA

ORNAMENTAL BANANA

HIBISCUS

CANNA LILY



A PORTABLE EXPERIENCE
Container Gardening of All Kinds

Everything that grows in the ground can also be grown in containers. Containers allow you to have a portable garden that
you can rearrange whenever the mood strikes.

Plant Sweet Scented Citrus in Containers for the Patio
If you’re looking for a plant that does it all – look no further than citrus. It’s a plant for all seasons. You have shiny leaves,

fragrant flowers, showy fruit and to top it off you can plant the dwarf varieties in large containers. Citrus does well in partial
shade as well as full sun and comes in a number of varieties: Lemons, Oranges, Grapefruit, Kumquats, and Tangerines to
name a few. And its’ fruit shows the best color in winter when many plants are dormant.

Fragrant Herb Gardens
Make your herbs a decorative centerpiece this summer. Assort your favorite herbs in a wood or ceramic planter or fill a

hanging moss basket with herbs. Put thyme, rosemary, and oregano on the sides of the hanging basket and borage, parsley,
sage, basil, and chives in the top of the basket. Remember to water on
a daily basis and fertilize these twice a month. If the weather turns
extremely hot, watering twice daily is a good idea. We suggest that
you use Aqua Saver Potting Soil and Osmocote Triple 14 fertilizer.
Both products will help you grow the best herbs in your neighborhood.

Once you’ve selected your basket and you’re ready to plant, re-
member we carry a large selection of herbs including some of the
favorites such as: basil, chives, dill, fennel, oregano, parsley, rose-
mary, savory, thyme and tarragon.

Gift Herb and Flower Pots
Garden at Home has assembled a wonderful selection of brightly

colored, glazed herb and flowerpot kits for the kitchen window or a
house warming gift. Brightly colored and nicely packaged, these kits
would look great with salad greens or flowers growing in them.  Op-
tions also include traditional terra cotta sets in a variety of styles.

The Cooling Touch of  Water
Why not create a water garden in a big, decorative container? It’s fun, easy and provides a very cooling touch for your patio

and garden. Follow these simple guidelines for a successful water garden you can begin to enjoy this afternoon.
Choose a location that gets 5-6 hours of sun per day, ideally with the container shaded in the hottest part of the day. To

provide an ecological balance for the pond add:
• Oxygenating or submerged plants
• Water Lilies, floating plants, and bog plants so that 60-70% of the surface is covered.
• Fish (who war against insects, mosquito larvae and algae) and water snails
• Beneficial bacteria
Now fill the container with water and add the plants at their proper levels. Next, add the bacteria according to package

directions, and finally the fish and snails. Add the sense of hearing with the addition of a small pump and fountain nozzle if you
like. Draw up a chair and enjoy your own water garden.

QTY SIZE INGREDIENT

4 4” ‘Safari Plum’ Nemesia fruitica
2 4” Calibrachoa ‘yellow’
2 4” Calibrachoa ‘cherry pink’
2 4” Muehlenbechia ‘Wire Vine’

Start by gathering your favorite dry ingredients; we recommend Moisture Mix or Edna’s Best and
fill your bowl with an ample amount. Next stir in the proper amount of levening agent, we recommend
Osmocote pellets. Add in your favorite color ingredients, one at a time, with generous portions of
imagination! Blend well. Now set in the sun for an even bake but don’t forget to check for moisture
content twice a week or more if it’s hot. Feed me once a month with Maxsea bloom formula.

 July Window Box – A Colorful Windowbox
QTY SIZE INGREDIENT

2 6 pak Zinnia ‘Swizz’
1 4” Sedum ‘Angelina’
1 4” Salvia greggii ‘Rose’
1 6 pak Alyssum ‘Violet’



Come Join Us on July 17th & 18th for

This historic event is a treat for the entire family. Join us from
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. every day. Local artists are on hand
displaying their beautiful works as well as demonstrating their
masterful skills. For the young at heart there is also a kid’s area
on site, aptly named ‘Kids Art in Motion.’ This year’s festival
will feature NEW entertainers, NEW wineries, NEW food and old
favorites as well. This event is FREE. Parking is FREE and shuttles
are FREE from the Sunset Business Park, located at the corner
of Concannon and Holmes.

Entertainment:
The 2003-2004 Northern California West Champions’ barber-

shop quartet, ‘Heirloom’, will stroll through the nursery
performing old time favorites on Saturday from 11-12 and on
Sunday from 11 to 1. For those of you who love the sound of
Swing and Big Band, ‘Vocal-Ease’ will perform from 12-2 on
Saturday. We are sure you will enjoy these great entertainers as
they bring a new sound to this awesome event. For our tried and true, we have our family of stars, the Stony Ridge
Ramblers performing classic Dixieland melodies and blues from 2-4 on Saturday. Conducting the awe inspiring music of
Suzuki Strings is the infamous Goran Berg starring 12-1 on Sunday. Come listen to his talented band and be captivated by
their sounds. Concluding our entertainment will be The Pleasanton Community Concert Band. This band has been
together for twenty nine years and is still going strong! They will perform Sunday from 1:30-4:00.

Food:
Delicious food presented by Riata Dine & Tavern of Livermore will be provided by Buckaroo BBQ catering. Come

taste their mouth watering tri tip, chicken or pork sandwiches. To go along with your meal how about some yummy salad or
fresh fruit? For the children there is a kid’s menu with 1/4 lb. hot dogs and fruit. For the fruit lovers out there we have a new
comer to Alden Lane – Fruit Fizz whipping up scrumptious fruit drinks that are sure to please. Our favorite, Del’s Lemonade
will be on hand serving the famous lemon chill. For the caffeine hungry we have Café a la Carte guaranteed to satisfy any
cappuccino, mocha or latte desire.

Wine:
For the wine lovers we have a treat this year with several new wineries. Joining our repertoire of Wente Vineyards,

Concannon, Thomas Coyne, Stony Ridge/Crooked Vine, Retzlaff, Livermore Valley Cellar and Steven Kent Winery
will be Tenuta Vineyard, White Crane Winery and Bent Creek Winery. Come sample their delicious red and white wines
with the purchase of a commemorative wineglass.

Fruit Tasting:
The ever-popular Fruit Tasting with Ed Lavio of Dave Wilson Nursery will entice you with his fabulous fresh fruit selection.

Pick out your favorites and we will have order forms ready for you to start your backyard orchard.

Prizes:
Don’t forget to register for our hourly drawings. Win a $25 gift certificate from Alden Lane Nursery for the purchase of any

Alden Lane merchandise. For our Grand Prize we will be giving away a piece of art donated by the Livermore Art Association
worth over $200. This prize will be given away at the conclusion of the event on Sunday.

The Schedule of Music
• Saturday, July 17th

11 a.m. to Noon. – Heirloom (roaming the nursery)
12 noon to 2 p.m. – Vocal Ease
2 to 4 p.m. – Stony Ridge Ramblers

• Sunday, July 18th
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. – Heirloom (roaming the nursery)
12 noon to 1 p.m. – Suzuki Strings
1:30 to 4 p.m. – Pleasanton Community Concert Band



Fresh Fruit Tasting at Art Under the Oaks
Now is the time to enjoy all the flavors of summer tree-ripened fruit and nothing

beats the taste of a fruit freshly picked from your own tree. Next best will be fruit from
Ed’s trees in the Dave Wilson orchards!

Ed Laivo of Dave Wilson Nursery will be here at Art under the Oaks on Saturday,
July 17th and Sunday, July 18th to offer you, in his own inimitable style, tastes of all
the succulent peaches, nectarines and plums that ripen in mid July. He and his staff
will also be available to give advice and consultation on all the different varieties of fruit
and nut trees available. So come with all your questions and prepare to have your
taste buds tingle.

Special order fruit trees from Dave Wilson Nursery
Don’t forget this is also the time to take advantage of our pre-season pricing on Special Order fruit trees.

Our order books open this weekend for the January 2005 season; and you can choose from over
225 varieties on different rootstocks to fit all yards and gardens.

Terrific Summer Workshops/Classes
Garden Allies – Companion Planting class and workshop!

Learn about companion planting in your garden and IPM (Integrated Pest Management). It’s the natural way to deter pests
and diseases. Put together a pot that combines herbs with blooming annuals and/or perennials and learn how they benefit
one other. You will plant a 12" paper pulp pot with 3 four-inch plants to take home. This adult class will be held on Saturday,
July 24th from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.. Please call ahead to register and pre-pay the $15 class fee. Register early as class size
is limited to 24.

What’s Bugging You? Kid’s insect class & activity!
Kid’s, let’s talk bugs. Learn about beneficial insects and how they help our gardens. Ladybugs, lacewings and praying

mantis will be our star subjects. A fun activity will be making and coloring a paper bug to take home along with some real
beneficial insects. Please call ahead to register and pre-pay the $15 class fee. Register early as the class size is limited to
20. Saturday, July 31st from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Mooooommmm – I’M BORED!!!!  
It’s summer and the kids may be getting beyond bored.   Are you looking for some great summer projects for

the Kids? Or for yourself?  Great projects kits have arrived form the coolest garden gift company called Garden
at Home.  Some are educational, some are beautiful, some are challenging and some are simply fun.  Come
in and see our kids section as well as our gift section for great ideas.

Kids Garden Projects.
Up-N-Atom seed pods from are a fun and unique way to sprout and grow your favorite veggies and flowers.  The

seed pod growing dome provides the perfect environment for seed germination: light, humidity and temperature. 
Each seed pod includes everything you need to grow seeds plus a seed pod action

figure. Cool. Several to choose from.
Root Viewer allows the gardener to observe vegetables

growing before their eyes. Kit includes a nice wood stand,
plastic root viewers, growing medium and enough seeds for
several plantings. 

Craft Projects
Mosaic Pot.  This kit includes a 5 1/2" pot, mortar mix,

marbles and beach glass to complete a very classy piece of
quality garden art.  A child or grown-up can feel proud making
this pretty pot and then you can plant it for a gift or to watch it
grow. Other kits include Build a Bird House, and Paint a Pot.

Come in and plan to hold a fruit tasting in your own backyard!
All Fruit Trees 20% off on July 17th & July 18th – (Saturday & Sunday) ONLY!

This sale is limited to stock on hand and does not include citrus trees.



Plant These Top Perennial
Choices for Sunny Spots
✿✿✿✿✿ Purple Coneflower (Echinacca purpurea): Bold

foliage and long blooming purple daisy like flowers are this
plants feature assets. Other attributes – Butterflies are
attracted to the flowers; and the seed heads are great to
use in everlasting arrangements or left on for winter
interest. This sun lover grows 2-3 feet tall in good garden
soil. “White Swan” is an especially lovely white variety.

✿✿✿✿✿ Lavender (Lavendula sp.): These heat of summer
bloomers produce fragrant flower spikes that you’ll love.
Their lavender blue flowers are great to dry for arrange-
ments or may be made into aromatic potpourri. They
attract butterflies and beneficial honeybees. Different
varieties range in height from 18” to 3’ with equal width.
Look for Hidecote, Munstead and Spanish varieties. Well
drained soil is essential. Plant with yellow Moonshine
Yarrow for a great color combination.

✿✿✿✿✿ Stella D’Oro Daylily (Hemerocallis ‘Stella D’
Oro): This miniature golden beauty blooms all summer
and grows to only 18”. When planted in good soil, this
plant will grow rapidly and require minimal care. Just
remove faded flowers to promote even more rewards. To
reduce the size of the clump or add to your collection,
plants may be divided every 2-3 years in the fall. Flowers
are edible and make a great garnish on main dish or
dessert plates.

✿✿✿✿✿ Catmint (Nepeta sp.): Super easy to grow, this
plant blooms in June and will rebloom with a “haircut” in
mid summer. Butterflies and Hummingbirds love it…not to
mention your feline friends. There are lavender and white
flowering varieties. Catmints grow best in good garden soil
planted in full sun.

✿✿✿✿✿ Moonbeam Tickseed (Coreopsis verticillata
‘Moonbeam’): 18-24 inch stems covered with finely cut
lacey leaves are topped with light yellow daisy like flowers that are borne summer into fall. It looks great when combined
with “Butterfly Blue” pincushion flower. Grows easily in good garden soil and needs only one “haircut” to keep the flowers
coming.

✿✿✿✿✿ Yarrow (Achillea sp.): This group of long blooming, long lived perennial herbs includes many different colored
varieties. Pest free, heat and drought tolerant qualities make it an area favorite in the sunniest of locations. Flowers are
great for drying. Red ‘Paprika’, light yellow ‘Moonshine’ and pink ‘Heidi’ are especially beautiful varieties that demonstrate
the color range. Great with lavender plants.

FOR COMMITMENT TO QUALITY & SERVICE –
SHOP ALDEN LANE NURSERY

At Alden Lane Nursery we pride ourselves in having one of the best selections of high quality plants on the market. We buy
our plants carefully, making sure they meet Alden Lane’s high standards for health, shape, and suitability for our climate.
Equally important to us is the level of service we provide with our friendly and knowledgeable staff. Each member of our team
is here to provide direction and support to get you off to a good start and guide your efforts along the way. We’re here to help
you succeed. We can help find a specific plant, suggest an alternative, or solve a problem. Our information counter is staffed
with experts who have a wealth of experience. Many of our staff members are college trained in horticulture and design, many
are also California Certified Nursery Professionals™ (CCN Pros) with advanced credentials, while others are innately good
gardeners.

If you are struggling with the design for a section of your garden, or wish to coordinate your garden and add some
inspiration, we offer referrals to professional design consultants and garden planners to help you accomplish these goals. We
look forward to helping you make your garden a beautiful place.



CRAPE MYRTLE
July  2004

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Win A 5 Gallon Crape Myrtle

Planting supplies include:
• 1 (2 cubic) Planting Mix
• Stakes
• Master Start Fertilizer
• A packet of Osmocote Slow Release

Fertilizer

No purchase necessary.
Drawing to be held July 31, 2004.

WIN A CRAPE MYRTLE (tree form) PLUS PLANTING SUPPLIES.
Just the perfect tree for a small garden or patio, or a flowerful accent in the garden . . . and just the tree for
the Livermore Valley. It loves hot sun and
blooms bountifully . . . A $70.00 Value!

Crape Myrtle & Summer Heat
Can’t Be Beat!

The 4th of July holiday is coming, so get your garden ready with an explosion of colorful
Crape Mrytles. These summer bloomers flower freely in the hottest summer climates.

 These beauties will tolerate almost any soil type, require little or no pruning and provide one
of the longest blooming periods - 60 to 120 days! And they come in a variety of heights from the
miniatures (18 inches) to upwards of 25'. Indeed there is a crape myrtle for nearly every garden
situation.

✧ Dwarf Series:  ‘Chica Pink’, ‘Chica Red’, ‘Cordon Blue’ are some of our staff’s
favorites and more varieties exist.  Great for small sunny places 3X3.

✧ Petite Series: ‘Petite Plum, pink, orchid, white, red and ‘rubra compacta’ are
available in bush and patio tree form.  Most will reach 4 to 8 feet.

✧ Medium uprights:  ‘Catawba’, ‘Seminole’, ‘Zuni’ and ‘Centennial spirit’ are moderate
growers that are nice small trees or multi trunked specimens. Usually 8 to 15 feet.

✧ Larger varieties:  ‘Muskogee’, ‘Tuscarora’, Watermelon Red, ‘Twilight’, ‘Dynamite’,
and Natchez White’ are some of the new varieties.

One of the best, ‘Muskogee’ is among the first crape myrtle to bloom in June and blooms all
the way to October.  Nice rounded and full canopy of leaves and flowers and the leaves explode
with wonderful November Fall color.

✧ ‘Dynamite’ is the hottest new introduction  Fire engine Red flowers draw everyone’s
attention and sometimes the flowers go from white to pink to screaming red as they
open up. The new foliage comes out red also and turns green, giving the tree or
multi-trunked specimen tree interest throughout the growing season.

✧ ‘Twilight’ is the next great lavender purple flowering variety to arrive. It has a great
richness of flower color and a vigorous growth rate.

In addition to the flowers, Crape Myrtle has a number of other attractive features. Its’ spring
foliage is light green tinged with bronze and most of the varieties provide a fall show of
colorful foliage before going deciduous. Shrub varieties become vase shaped with a pleasing
trunk and branch pattern. The smooth gray or light brown bark flakes off to reveal a smooth pink
inner bark.

July is a great month to select Crape Myrtles.
Shop early for the best selection – you’ll be able to choose

the best colors and see the subtle variations of each shade.
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SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item

TO RECEIVE FREE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to
local relief agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good July 1-31, 2004

A Pair
of Cotton 

Gardening
Gloves

($1.99 Value)

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly
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Alden Lane Nursery will be closed the Fourth of July. Remember to shop early for your holiday flowers!
And Happy 14th Anniversary to Tom and Jacquie!


