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Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for great gardening tips with host
Jacquie Williams-Courtright. Tune in 4 days a week on Cable
Channel 30. Monday: 9 am & 3:30 pm, Friday:  3 p.m. and
Saturday-Sunday: 7 am, 11 am & 2:30 pm.

 

Livermore-Amador Valley Garden Club meets the 1st Tuesday of
the month, join us on January 7th at  7 p.m. at Alisal School, 1454
Santa Rita Rd, Pleasanton, Ca. For more information call Bev at
485-7812. This month’s speaker will be: Dennis Black speaking
on “Growing Olives”, an olive oil tasting will accompany his talk.

 

Mt. Diablo Rose Society meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month,
7:30 pm in the Pleasanton Gardens Community Room, 251
Kottinger Dr., Pleasanton. Call for location & details, 846-7451.

 

Winter Tours in Walnut Creek of the Ruth Bancroft Garden will be
held every Saturday until March 27th. Reservations are required.
For more information call 925-210-9663 or visit their website:
www.ruthbancroftgarden.org

 

If you like armloads of cut flowers in the spring and summer you
can start now by planting gladiolus, dahlias and other summer
blooming bulbs. Alden Lane has a full complement available.

 

Remember Seed Potatoes are available this month. Choose red,
white, russet, purple and yellow varieties.

 

Las Positas College Horticulture Classes. Call now for registra-
tion information for these great horticulture classes – 373-5800.
The spring semester begins January 21st. You can also call
(925) 426-0197 extension 0 or log on www.laspositas.cc.ca.us.

Rose Care and
Pruning Clinics

Alden Lane is offering four sessions during January
and February.

• The first clinic will be on Saturday, January 10th
taught by local rose expert David Lowell at 10:00 a.m.

• Sunday, January 11th’s clinic – by our own
Cyndee Carvalho – will be held at 1:00 p.m.

• On Saturday, January 24th rose experts Ken &
Judy Jones, Certified California Nurserypersons, will
teach a rose care clinic at Concannon Vineyard from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., followed from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
by Concannon’s pruning expert, Ernesto, who will
demonstrate proper grape pruning.

• Ken and Judy will return and teach the season’s
final rose class on Saturday, February 7th from
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Seminars are free but call the
nursery to reserve a seat.

Don’t Miss Our Popular
Fruit Tree “Walk & Talk”
Come dressed warmly and enjoy an informal walk through

our fruit tree department. We’ll be happy to answer your
questions about varieties and planting needs of fruit trees.

• Saturday, February 7th at 3:00 p.m. with Lydia
• Sunday, February 8th at 3:00 p.m. with Steve
• Sunday, February 22nd at 3:00 p.m. with Steve



Pick A Tasty Slice
of Heaven From

Your Own Garden!!
Warm, juicy fruit picked fresh from your personal backyard orchard and garden

will cause your taste buds to stand up and clamor for more! Nothing could be easier
and it doesn’t require acres just a small plot in the garden. Today’s multi-grafted fruit
trees and high density plantings should give you plenty of tasty fruit to enjoy.

We have a tremendous inventory of fruit trees, berries and grapes available for
your selection. All of our trees are pre-planted in biodegradable pots which stops
damage to the roots and prevents them from drying out.

Perennial vegetables and fruits can
be set out at this time as well. Try
straw-berries, rhubarb, raspberry,
blackberry and many other
cane fruits. All those luscious
fruit pies start this winter with
bare root starts. If you like

asparagus, horseradish and artichokes we have those too.
Remember fruit trees are very versatile in the garden. They provide

shade, hide unwanted views and provide seasonal color as well. Grow
an espaliered apple or pear along your fence or wall, train a grape or
kiwi up over an arbor or trellis, plant a dwarf peach or apple in a
container on your deck. If space is limited a multi-grafted tree
producing different varieties of the same fruit could be the answer – it
will give you a summer of fruit!

Try this tasty pluot (which is a combination apricot/plum hybrid)
called Flavor Grenade ripening in mid August. We have over 30
varieties of peaches and nectarines – white or yellow, sweet and juicy
ripening from May through September and 20 varieties of grapes –
black, red and white, seedless or not, to keep your table supplied from
July to October.

So come in and meet our expert staff. Whether you have space for
a whole orchard or just a single tree, come in and see our extensive
selection and soon you’ll be picking ripe fruit from your garden.

Win A Multi-Graft Fruit Tree & Planting Supplies

• A Multi-Graft Fruit Tree
• 1 cu. Master Nurserymen Planting Mix
• 2.5 lb. Master Nurserymen Bone Meal

A $50.00 Value

No purchase necessary. Need not be present to
win. Drawing to be held January 31, 2004

Now you can grow more than one variety of fruit tree in your garden, all in the space of one tree!
Alden Lane Nursery is offering a large selection of multi-grafts this year.

You’ll be able to select one as well as
supplies for your yard when you win
this month’s contest! Win:

MULTI-GRAFT FRUIT TREE
January 2004

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:



JANUARY & FEBRUARY
GARDENING CALENDAR

Move your living tree outdoors. Care for other holiday gift plants such as azaleas and camellias by
placing them outside where they will thrive in cooler temperatures. (Call local scout troops for Livermore cut
Christmas tree recycling information – 454-9577.

Keep your New Year’s Resolution…to join the Livermore-Amador Valley Garden Club
(485-7812). Call to join.

Brighten the garden with jewel colored bedding plants. Refresh your garden con-
tainers with primroses, pansies, Iceland poppies and more. Check with the staff!

Place three inches of mulch around trees, shrubs and flowerbeds to keep
weeds under control. Keep the mulch away from the trunks of trees and shrubs
as well as the stems of bedding plants to prevent crown rot.

Remove old flowers on camellias and azaleas to reduce the chance of petal blight.

A blooming token of your love this Valentine’s Day says it best! Choose from an assortment of fragrant
blooming bulbs, baskets of violets, cyclamen and lush house plants.

Choose azaleas and camellias now while they are in bloom. The selection is great and you’ll be able to
pick just the right color for your Valentine’s garden.

Feed the lawn monthly during cold winter months. This maintains its green color and minimizes rust
disease. Masters Fall and Winter lawn fertilizer is especially formulated for the season.

Seasons gift house at Alden Lane is the perfect refuge during these chilly winter months.
The shop is filled with wonderful gifts and home accessories.

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY TO ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS

March 7 is ARBOR DAY! Celebrate by planting a tree in your yard or favorite park. Alden
Lane Nursery will donate a tree to your favorite school or park. Contact the recipient to ask what
kind of tree they would like, then call us to reserve. We will hold your tree selection at the nursery
until you or the recipient can pick it up for planting. We are happy to help in the greening of our
community. We will offer a tree starter kit at a special price to help ensure a healthy beginning.

Last Chance to Dormant Spray
February is the last month for dormant spray. Apply MASTERCOP plus SPRAY

GRIP. Spray at the “pink bud” stage. This is when the flower buds just start to
show color at the tip of the bud. Generally this occurs sometime between the
second and third weeks of February. For peaches and nectarines spray again at

¾ petal fall. This stage is the best time to control Peach Leaf Curl. NOTE: If it should rain within 24 hours
of application then reapply material. Rain can make your treatment spotty at best.

Guarantee A Picture Perfect Lawn –
Prevent Crabgrass!

Crabgrass has pale green-yellow foliage that spreads through your darker green lawn, spoiling the
uniform good looks. Crabgrass dies with the onset on cold weather, leaving seeds that will sprout as
the spring weather warms the soil. January and February are the months to prevent crabgrass from
sprouting in your lawn. Applying Master’s Lawn Fertilizer Plus Crabgrass Control
now will prevent crabgrass seeds from sprouting.

Come learn about “How to Prevent West Nile Virus in Your Backyard” with William
Hamersley, environmental specialist at Alden Lane Nursery

on Sunday, February 21st at 11:00 a.m.



The “What, When, Why & How” of  Pruning
Winter chill means it’s time to prune.

Let’s review the basics:

Most trees are pruned in their dormant (leafless) state
which makes December and January the ideal times for pruning
most deciduous fruit and shade trees.

The exceptions are ornamental trees and shrubs grown
especially for their spring flowers. Flowering plum, peach and
cherry trees, magnolia, as well as forsythia, lilac and a few
others are pruned just after blooming in the spring in order to
avoid removing flower buds.

Evergreen plants may be pruned year ‘round, but, best
results are achieved in late winter or late summer just before the
seasonal flush of new growth. Evergreen plants susceptible to
frost damage such as citrus, oleander or bottlebrush should be
pruned after danger or frost in early spring.

Protect Your Trees From Disease
• To prevent insects and disease from entering, pruning

paint or tree seal should be applied to all cuts over 1/2 inch in
diameter. Keeping in mind the basic objectives of pruning will
make the job easier.

The Best Tools For Each Job
• Hand shears are used for branches up to 1/4 inch in

diameter.
• Loppers are used for branches up to the size of a quarter.
• Use pruning saws for any limbs larger than this.

Try a New Crop . . .
Plant Potatoes

 The smooth, buttery flavor of homegrown potatoes can’t be beat.
As a child I dug potatoes for my great aunt in Santa Cruz. The
pungent earthy smell has stayed with me through the years.
I remember scratching away the soil to unearth another tasty gem.
Alden Lane has a great selection of varieties that will do well in our
valley. Create some memories with your family.

White Rose: This preferred boiling potato is also great for
scalloped or mashed potatoes. And, it makes a great potato salad.

All Blue: A new gourmet variety that is extremely popular. It has
purple skin and purple flesh. They are small to medium in size and
offer an excellent flavor for a “baker”.

Red Nordonna: This is an improved variety of “Red Lasoda”. It
will produce potatoes which have bright red skin and white flesh.
They are ideal for boiling with no darkening after cooking.

Norkota Russet: Very similar to Idahos’ famous Burbank. The
good old fashioned baking potato with the rough skin. This one is
much more disease resistant than the Burbank and very productive
too.

Yukon Gold: An early potato maturing in 65+ days. Its buttery
yellow flesh is delicious. This variety makes a good steamer/boiler
or is used in salads.



Colorful Aussie Natives
Transplant Well in Our Area

While we think of January and February as cold, damp and darn right nippy our
friends “down under” are soaking up the sun and enjoying the balmy temperatures
of late spring and summer. Their climate is Mediterranean, similar to central
California but we are a tad bit cooler here in the winter. Most of these Aussie natives
are hardy to 20 degrees F. They are evergreen and flower from winter through spring
bringing a bright spot of color to our damp gardens.

An elegant bloomer is the evergreen vine, Hardenbergia. It bursts forth in the winter garden
with breathtaking beauty. Like small wisterias these masses of purple, or pink or white hang in
perfect clusters drawing us out to the garden with the hope of spring.

Grevillea is a huge family of plants that range from low growing ‘Coastal Gem’ to 6-8 ft.
shrubs like ‘Robyn Gordon’. They have masses of tubular pink, red, cream and yellow flowers
that the hummingbirds love. They are great on banks or hillsides.

Two of the more fragrant Aussies are in the Boronia family. Red Boronia has feathery
evergreen foliage to approximately 6-8 feet tall and bright pink flowers that are very fragrant,
and Brown Boronia has unusual small brown bell flowers with a creamy interior that are
intensely fragrant, reminiscent of freesias and can perfume the garden even during the
colder months.

A Mediterranean beauty is the Banksia ericifolia compacta. Needle-like leaves are
capped with spectacular cylindrical clusters of orange and red. Flowers are followed by
woody seed cones. Plants make an excellent companion planting with rosemarys,
manzanitas and rockroses. The Banksia spinulosa ‘Schnapper Point’ is an ever-
green shrub with medium green leaves with honey and red colored candle-like flowers
fall through winter.

The shadier places in the
garden will benefit from the Australian
Fuchsias (Correas) with their hanging bells in shades of
cream to red. The Correa ‘Carmine Bells’ has dusky
red bell-shaped flowers, C. ‘Pink Flamingo’ has deep
salmon pink bell shaped flowers and C. ‘Carpenter
Rocks’ is covered with bright vermillion red flowers tipped
with chartreuse.

Leucadendrons are South African natives that are
stars in the Mediterranean climates of Australia and
California. The cultivar ‘Cloudbank Ginny’ has tulip-like
flowers with yellowish bracts and red tipped centers;
‘More Silver’ is a striking seedling clone that has beautiful
silvery green foliage topping pinkish stems and ‘Red
Tulip’ has compact and somewhat spreading growth
with narrow leaves and small but beautiful wine-red tulip
like flowers.

RECIPE FOR A GOOD GARDEN SOIL
Amend the valley soils to give your plants their best opportunity

for growth. Keep this recipe handy for your planting needs. For
each 100 square feet add:

5 bags Master Gold Rush or Bumper Crop (10 cubic ft.) This
amount can be tripled if you are just starting out.

5 pounds Iron Sulphate to acidify, break up clay and add iron
10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food or

Master Formula 49 (can be used for ground covers).
50 lbs.gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds sulfur &

calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)
Mix well with your soil to a 4" depth and water thoroughly.



Summer Bulbs Start Today in the Garden
A home filled with fragrant cut lilies, gladiolus, dahlias and other blooming bulbs can be yours by

braving the cold damp garden in February. Summer bulbs are here at the nursery. Best come early for
the very best selection of colors and varieties.

Their bright and dramatic colors make great garden accents for the long, hot summer days. If you
plant the Gladiolus every two weeks you will have a kaleidoscope of colorful cut flowers through the
summer. Dahlias are available in different heights and flower forms. The tubers get bigger every year
and provide a larger and more colorful show.

Northern facing garden spots can benefit from the beauty of tuberous Begonias. Vivid reds, or-
anges and pinks as well as pastel shades are available in different flower forms. Plant the hanging
variety in baskets and enjoy at eye level through your windows. Come by and see our fabulous
selections.

If you have a shady spot in the garden that needs cheering up consider using hybrid Begonias.
Tuberous Begonias are available in hanging basket and upright varieties. There are also different
flower forms available: doubles, and singles are just two to consider.

Tiny, Bell-Shaped Flower Clusters of
“Lily of  the Valley” are also in Great Demand

They are known as “pips”, baby root sections of this fragrant favorite grow so well, they often bloom
before they are planted. Water Lily of the Valley pips and provide some warmth and light, and these
cuties will sprout and bloom within just 3 or 4 short weeks.

Enjoy their fragrant bloom again next spring, plant out in the yard, and watch them multiply before
they bloom again next spring! These often come into the nursery and are sold out before some
gardeners even have a chance to buy one. Drop by the nursery, pre-order and pay for yours today.

Fragrant Flowers of  Tuberose
Make This Bulb A Hot Commodity

Come in to reserve your share. Tuberose rhizomes, (bulbs) arrive early spring, but their popularity
and short window of availability leave some people empty handed or wanting more. This year we are
reminding you early, and taking pre-paid reservations to make sure all who plan ahead get their share
of this unique, fragrant plant.

White flowers on slender 20-inch stems are among the most potent fragrant plants we know of.
Sweet and vanilla like. One or two tuberose plants will provide aroma-therapy for a full patio. Plant
them in pots so they can be brought in under cover when temperatures dip below freezing. Come in to
pre-pay and reserve yours now.

Get Ready for the 2004 Daffodil Show
The 2004 Daffodil Show, co-sponsored by the Northern California Daffodil Society and
Alden Lane Nursery. Groom those blooms to enter on Saturday morning, March 13th.

Mark your calendars now and watch for more details in the next newsletter.

Come by: March 13th, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and March 14th, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

DAFFODIL LECTURE: Saturday, March 13th at 2:00 p.m.
Plan to attend a free special guest lecture on Daffodil culture, pests, and diseases by Nancy R.

Wilson, grower and supplier of species and miniature daffodils and Kathy Leonardi, accredited
daffodil judge.



Spring Is In The Air!
You know that it is most definitely spring when the first roses unfurl their petals and perfume the air. Ahhh, the fragrance of

spring is here. We have the best selection of roses in the valley including 30 new varieties just this year. Come in today and
we’ll help you find the perfect match for you and your garden. Our rose consultants are trained to help each customer whether
a novice or a rose growing professional.

Among the many choices for your garden are this year’s winners of the coveted American Rose Society awards. These
selections are judged on beauty, fragrance, disease resistance, and ease of maintenance.

✿ Day Breaker is an upright growing, rounded bush that grows to 3 ft. by 3 ft. and because of its vigor and strength, it
makes a great addition to any landscape. Disease resistance is very good, with yellow tending to pink and apricot flowers
nested among dark green glossy foliage. Pointed and shapely buds open to 4” blossoms. Day Breaker’s fragrance is rated as
moderate.

✿ Honey Perfume is an apricot yellow floribunda grows upright, 3 ½ ft. tall and 2 ½ ft. wide, making it a popular choice
for planting in groups, or used as a border. Disease resistance rating is very good. It’s resistant to rust and powdery mildew.
Fragrance of flowers is spicy. Pointed, shapely buds open to reveal beautiful 4” blooms. The plant’s dark green, glossy foliage
accentuates its color.

✿ A hybrid tea, Memorial Day grows in an upright manner, rounded with well branched foliage that grows to 5 ft. tall and
4 ft. wide. All it takes is one bloom to fill an entire room with its damask fragrance, the classic scent that everyone expects
from a hybrid tea. Memorial Day is a clear pink with a lavender wash that catches the eye. The blooms adorn the plant’s rich
green foliage. Pointed oval buds spiral open to reveal very large 5 inch ruffled blooms on long low thorn stems. Disease
resistance is rated very good; the plant especially enjoys hot weather.

Sulfur* ½ cup
Epsom Salts 2 tablespoons

ROSE FEEDING PLAN
February 2004

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Win A Roses Feeding Plan
(See recipe above for wonderful roses.)

(1) 10lb. 12-12-12 Fertilizer
(1) 8 lb. Bone Meal
(1) 4.5 lb. Iron Plus
(1) 5 lb. Epsom Salts

(Magnesium sulfate)
(1) 30 lb. Chicken Fertilizer

Give Your Roses Some Zing For Spring
With Dave’s Fertilizer Program

This recipe will catapult your roses into glorious blooms and luxuriant growth. For use on established roses only (those
planted for at least 6 months – not new transplants.) Feed your established roses in February and August with:

12-12-12 ½ cup
Bone Meal or  Superphospate ½ cup

• Sprinkle these four ingredients around each rose and mix into soil if possible. Then sprinkle: Chicken Fertilizer. 1 shovel
full around each rose and water thoroughly.

• To supply sulfur use one of the following products: Iron Plus*, Iron Sulfate, or Soil Sulfur. Note iron containing products
can stain, wash off adjacent paving after application. (*Non staining)

• A 1 inch mulch layer may be put around your roses to conserve water and insulate roots from summer heat. However to
encourage early bloom delay mulching until after the soil has been warmed by spring temperatures.

• Feed March, July and September with Master’s Rose Food.
• Remember … never feed a thirsty plant. Water well the day before, feed and water thoroughly.
• Do not combine this recipe with systemic rose fertilizer. It poses a serious health risk to pets if ingested.

A $45.00 Value

No purchase necessary.
Drawing to be held Feb. 29, 2004



IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280
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Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief agencies.
One coupon per family, please! Offer Good February 1-29, 2004.

Present this Coupon & A Canned Food Item
TO RECEIVE FREE

SPECIAL COUPON
FOR FEBRUARY

SPECIAL COUPON
FOR JANUARY

A 4" SWEET PEA
Your Choice of Colors!

($2.49 value)

Present this Coupon & A Canned Food Item
TO RECEIVE FREE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief agencies.
One coupon per family, please. Offer Good January 2-31, 2004.

3 PAPERWHITE
BULBS

($3.00 value)

SPECIAL JANUARY / FEBRUARY HOURS: 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. except February 2nd - 6th & 9th - 13th.
We will open a half hour later (from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) to accommodate staff training time.


