
Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for great
gardening tips with host Jacquie
Williams-Courtright. Tune in 4 days
a week on Cable Channel 30.
Monday: 9 am & 3:30 pm, Friday:
3 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday: 7 am,
11 am & 2:30 pm.

 

Fall Festival coming in October!
Mark those calendars for our
Fabulous Fall Festival on October
4th, 5th, 11th, 12th, 18th, 19th, 25th
and 26th. The Festival hours are
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. You can participate
in games; enjoy tasty food and much
more. See you there!

 

Livermore Amador Valley Garden
Club -The September meeting of the
LAVGC will be held September 2nd at
7 p.m. at Alisal School, Multipurpose
room, 1454 Santa Rita Road,
Pleasanton. The topic will concern
Allergy Free Gardening by Tom
Ogren. He will be selling and
autographing his books. For
directions or information call Bev at
(925) 485-7812.

 

The Mt. Diablo Rose Society meeting
the 2nd Wednesday of each month at
7:30 p.m. at the Pleasanton Gardens.
For more information call 829-4929.

 

Learn composting basics at the
Livermore Compost Garden on
Saturday, September 27th from 10
until noon. The garden is located at
3589 Pacific Avenue. For directions or
more information visit
www.stopwaste.org.

 

SEPTEMBER  2003
Serving You Since 1955

981 Alden Lane, Livermore, CA  •  www.aldenlane.com  •  (925) 447-0280

ALDEN LANE NURSERY HOURS
Open every single day from
 8:30 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.

Come & Enjoy Our
11th Annual Fall Rose Show

Saturday, September 20th from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m.
(New viewing times)

Sunday, September 21st from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.   •   Awards given out at 3 p.m.

Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane, Livermore, (925) 447-0280

Co-sponsored by the Mt. Diablo Rose Society and Alden Lane Nursery

Public Entries Welcome!  •  Roses can be entered on
Saturday, September 20th from 7:00 to 10:00 a.m.

Be prepared to delight in the sights and fragrance of hundreds of beautiful roses.
Bring your note pad so you can jot down those varieties you can’t live without. And,
don’t forget, you can pre-order your favorites and enjoy a 20% discount through the
end of November. See you there!

The 5th Annual
“Quilting in The Garden” Show

Saturday, September 27th
For information about the Show & Quilting Seminars

look inside this newsletter.
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Join Jacquie, the Campbell family and all at Alden Lane Nursery for an evening of

“Wine and Roses” on Saturday, September 20th from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

The 17th Annual Mount Diablo Rose Society Fall Show will fill the store.
Sip wine, sample delicious hors d’oeuvres and take in the beautiful display

while you support this great cause. Music will be provided by
local students. All this for only $25.00 per person.

 Please send your check by September 15th to
Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane Livermore, CA 94550   (925) 447-0280

If you can’t attend and would like to make a donation, please make check payable to LVEF
and return it to the above address. Your entire contribution is tax deductible.



Give Instant Interest & Pizazz
With Ornamental Grasses

September is a glorious month for ornamental grasses. Many
of them are crowned with beautiful wispy blooms. These hardy,
plants offer a tremendous variety of size, form, color, texture and
even sound and movement.

A gentle autumn breeze sets there graceful plants in motion
to provide both interest to the eye as well as a cooling sense that
water must be near by. Grasses as a rule do alright with normal
garden care and water. Some will be happy with moderate lawn-
like moisture, but others will tolerate a range from wet feet on
one end and bone dry drought on the other end. Most appreciate
good drainage. Some grasses are evergreen, some are decidu-
ous, and all provide dramatic change through out the seasons.

Grasses seem to look their best when planted with perennials
or shrubs which contrast their fine texture and vertical line with
broad leaves and horizontal lines. Come and give the grasses a
closer look in their new home – the perennial bed at Alden Lane
Nursery. Here are some of the highlights:

➣➣➣➣➣ Japanese Blood Grass (Imperata Cylindrica ‘Rubra’) This
brilliant red grass 12” to 18” high starts life in the spring green in
color then quickly turns red. Nice bicolor effect. Sun to light shade.
Beautiful in a mass planting.

➣➣➣➣➣ Fine Stem Needle Grass (Stipa Tenuissima) This one
is very graceful and reaches 3 feet in height and four feet wide. A

lovely evergreen. Flowers and white gold in color and will bloom through the summer. Plant in full sun.
➣➣➣➣➣ Ribbon Grass (Phalaris Arundinacea ‘Picta’) This is a variegated grass to 2’ tall. This one is tough and spreads

beautifully. It mixed well with a variety of other plants even in the shade. Easy to grow but can become invasive if left
unattended.

➣➣➣➣➣ Striped Eulalia Grass (Miscanthus Sinensis Variegatus) Another variegated grass to brighten up a corner in the sun
or light shade. This one is stately, (up to 7’) upright and deciduous. It puts on a dramatic show through the changes in
seasons. Turns tan or buff by winter and should be cut back to ground level before spring to allow new growth.

➣➣➣➣➣ Blue Oat Grass (Helictotrichon Sempervirens) This evergreen is a beautiful blue-gray which contrast nicely with buff
colored rock or warm colored foliage. Fine leaves are stiff and outstretched like a boar bristle brush. Easy to grow, enjoys life
on the dry side.

Deal With Bare Spots Before The Autumn Rains
Plant now for erosion control, or to attractively deal with a bare patch of earth in a temporary way.  We all have that one

bare spot in the landscape that looks bad and creates mud with winter rains.  It’s a spot we hope to get to later; and in the
worse cases, the area is sloped and allows winter rains to carry topsoil to lower lying areas.  Why not deal with it now?  Seeding
a bare area now with wild flowers or erosion controlling grasses will allow the seeds to sprout with the onset of winter rains,
and cover by the time the early spring gully-washers rage.

For temporary situations, to prevent winter mud from washing off a bare slope, plant:
✔ Annual rye, barley, vetch, or a combination thereof
✔ Wild flower mixes

For permanent plantings, plant perennial grasses on an irrigated slope for an easy to care for, no-mow ground cover.
✔ Hard fescue or creeping red fescue
✔ Wild flower mix
✔ Clover
✔ Any combination of the above

Prepare the area by roughing the top 2" of soil with a rake.  Apply a layer of Pay Dirt and work in if you like.  Sow seeds
and rake in.  Wait for winter rains to do the watering for you, but if you would like to get a head start, go ahead and begin
regular watering until winter rains kick in and take over that task for you.



SEPTEMBER GARDENING CALENDAR
Fall is a great time to refresh the soil in your vegetable garden especially if you are planting a winter

garden. Bumper Crop, Gold Rush or Paydirt will replenish the fertility of your soil as well as enhance the
texture.  Bumper Crop and Gold Rush are 15% Chicken, Paydirt is 25% Chicken. 5 bags of Gold Rush or
Bumper Crop per 100 square feet, or 4 bags of Paydirt will do wonders to boost fertility and yield.

September is a wonderful month to get a start on winter vegetables and flowers.  The earlier you set out
your cool crops, the better.  Cabbage and broccoli will grow especially large if started now.  Lettuces are another
good choice, plant carrots or radishes from seed.

This is the month to apply pre-emergent weed control to prevent one of Spring’s toughest lawn weeds.
If you have Oxalis, (small clover like leaves with a yellow flower,) your lawn has already been seeded for next
year’s crop. Thousands of the microscopic seeds have been distributed after the Spring and Summer flower
season.  Do something nice for yourself and prevent these weeds from sprouting by applying
Portrait Broadleaf Weed Preventer. 

Sow flower seeds. Many wildflowers and spring annuals grow from seeds scattered
now. Try California Poppy, Bachelor Button, Alyssum and Clarkia.

Freshen flowerbeds with new plantings of annuals. Choose pansies, violas,
calendulas, snapdragons, stock and more.

Feed your fruit trees one last time until March for increased vigor in the spring.
Use Master’s Fruit and Vine Food.

Renovate your lawn now in five easy steps: Thatch and aerate, add Iron
Sulfate to improve pH, topdress with Gold Rush or Paydirt and water in with Master’s
Soil Penetrant. It’s also a great month to plant a brandnew lawn.

Attend to acid loving plants such as camellias and azaleas now. Feed them this month with Master’s
Rhododendron, Azalea & Camellia Food. Watch for aphids, spray with Malathion before they damage buds.

Bring in houseplants that have summered outdoors before the nights get too cool. Wash them off
thoroughly with warm water and drench them with Bayer RTU Rose and Flower Insect Spray at ½ strength
to foil hidden soil insects.

Fall is planting season and this fact is especially true for the biennial, old fashioned favorites such as
hollyhock and bachelor buttons.  Planting them now allows them to establish a full root system before swelling
in spring to produce huge healthy spikes of blooms beautiful color.  Biennials require a portion of 2 years in order
to mature and produce flowers.  Planting them in fall is the most efficient use of the calendar to get these plants
to bloom in the shortest amount of time.

Look at our fall selection of bulbs.  Plant ranunculus and anemones as soon as you can get them in the
ground.  The same applies for Bearded Iris. Daffodils are now in. Select and refrigerate Tulips for November
planting.

The September Container of the Month
Dress up your outdoor space and enjoy this season with your own autumn flowering container. To create this lovely sun

loving Dark Peach Window Box you’ll need the following:

Start by gathering your favorite dry ingredients; we recommend Moisture Mix or Edna’s Best and fill your bowl with an
ample amount. Next stir in the proper amount of levening agent, we recommend Osmocote pellets. Add in your favorite color
ingredients, one at a time, with generous portions of imagination! Blend well. Now set in the sun for an even bake but don’t
forget to check for moisture content twice a week or more if it’s hot. Feed me once a month with Maxsea bloom formula.

QTY SIZE INGREDIENTS

(3) 4 inch Geranium ‘Fireworks Scarlet’
(2) 4 inch Verbena ‘Denim Blue’
(2) 4 inch Verbena “Escapade Red’
(2) 4 inch Lobelia ‘Laguna Blue’

(3) 4 inch Nemesia ‘Bluebird’
(2) 4 inch Salvia ‘Icterina’
(1) 4 inch Salvia guarantica
(2) 4 inch Venedium orange

QTY SIZE INGREDIENTS



Alden Lane Nursery Is Proud To Introduce
Our 2004 Rose Collection

Pre-Order Your Roses Now and Enjoy a 20% Discount
By Sally Evans

Pre-order your roses now and enjoy selecting from a vast selection at 20% discount. Have first pick
and be assured of getting the varieties you want at a great savings. Pre-book and pay for your order now

and earn a 20% discount from September 1 through December 15th. Alden Lane will have over 300 varieties
including classic bush roses, climbers, English, miniature and tree roses.

Meet the New 2004 All American Rose Winners:

Book Early for Fruit Trees & Get Great Deals!
Take advantage of our advance Fruit Tree Sale. You can pre-book & pre-pay for your fruit trees from now until November

15th and get a 25% DISCOUNT OFF OUR 2004 FRUIT TREE PRICES. Come in a pick up a 2004 Price list and order form
to select the varieties you’ve been longing to add to your back yard orchard.

Plant Sweet Peas For Fragrant Bouquets
Fall is the best time for planting sweet peas in our area! Plants will be bigger and bloom earlier!
Winter Elegance sweet peas are an early flowering type of sweet pea. The flowers are larger

than Old Fashioned varieties, but smaller than the most elegant Spencers. These sweet peas
are an excellent selection for climates with hot summers. They are also useful where
early bloom is required.

Old Fashioned sweet peas have small flowers and strong fragrance. They were in
demand in the early 1900s. The Old Fashioned varieties are the most heat tolerant and
the easiest to grow. Noted varieties include: a blue/purple Cupanis original, white
Dorothy Eckford, lavender Lady Grisel Hamilton, pink & white Painted Lady; Or you
can choose from beautiful mixes as well.

The Spencer sweet peas have large frilly blooms and long stems. They are the most
spectacular varieties and they make the best cut flowers. The Spencers bloom later than other
varieties and they do best in areas with cooler summers.

Two floribundas and a hybrid tea comprise the 2004 All American Rose Selections. The selections were
judged on beauty, fragrance, disease resistance, and ease of maintenance. The winners are floribundas
Day Breaker, Honey Perfume and Memorial Day, a hybrid tea.

• Day Breaker is an upright growing, rounded bush grows to 3 ft. by 3 ft. and because of its vigor and
strength, it makes a great addition to any landscape. Planted in groups of three to five. Day Breaker

provides as an anchor for a border; a centerpieces or an accent area. It can also be planted as a bedding rose
– the traditional use of floribundas. Diseases resistance is said to be very good, with yellow lending to pink and

apricot flowers nested among dark green glossy foliage. Pointed and shapely buds open to four inch blooms with
petal count of 30 to 35. Day Breaker’s fragrance is rated as moderate tea.

• Honey Perfume is an apricot yellow floribunda grows upright, 3½ ft. tall and 2½ ft. wide, making it a popular
choice for planting in groups, or used as a border. Disease resistance rating is very good. It’s resistant to rust and
powdery mildew. Fragrance of flowers is spicy. Pointed, shapely buds open to reveal beautiful 4 inches blooming
with petal counts of 25 to 30. The plant’s dark green, glossy foliage accentuates its color.

• A hybrid tea, Memorial Day grows in an upright manner, rounded with well branched foliage that grow to
5 ft. tall and 4 ft. wide. Planted in groups of three or five Memorial Day is a perfect addition to any cutting
garden. All it takes is one bloom to fill an entire room with its damask fragrance, the classic smell that
everyone expects from a hybrid tea. The color of Memorial Day is a clear pink with a lavender wash that
catches the eye. The blooms adorn the plants rich green foliage. The plant’s pointed oval buds spiral open to

reveal very large 5 inch ruffled blooms with 50 petals on long low thorn stems. Disease resistance is rated very good; the plant
especially enjoys hot weather.

Alden Lane Nursery will offer over 30 new roses this year for your garden beauty. Stop in now for our FREE 2004 Rose
Catalog to help you plan your new rose garden or add to your burgeoning collection. Our rose consultants will be happy to
assist in your selection.

P.S. Order early, as quantities are limited in some varieties.



Come See “Quilting in The Garden”
Our 5th Annual Show – Saturday, September 27th

Alex Anderson of Simply Quilts, Gloria Smith and Alden Lane Nursery invite you to Quilting in the Garden. In addition to
Alex’s work, special guest artists include Yvonne Porcello and P&B Textiles.

Yvonne Porcella is considered an ‘art’ quilter. She will display her quilted wall hanging Kimonos.
P&B Textiles – Private Collection. P&B is a world renown purveyor of quilt fabrics. Headquartered in Burlingame, the

company has agreed to display their private collection. A spokesman for the company will be on hand to discuss them. P&B
is involved with “Quilt for Cure” program to benefit breast cancer research.

Event tee shirts will be available for purchase.
Quilt Show Parking: In addition to parking at the nursery you can park at “In Between Stitches Quilt & Gift Store” in

Livermore. We will run a shuttle between the store and the nursery on the half hour. The address is: 2033 Railroad Avenue,
Livermore, CA 94550 or call 925-371-7064. (Directions: From 580 east take N. Livermore exit, cross Railroad Avenue then
make a right hand turn. Follow the signs! It’s a great way to beat the parking crunch.)

SEASONS
We have new gift items for friends and families this fall,

but don’t let the summer end just yet!

• Pamper yourself in the shower and bath.
Try: “Yuzu” Japanese grapefruit and grape seed extract
bath and body products containing  more antioxidants
for healthy skin than Vitamin E.
Create a spa at home with “ Mineral Mud” organic silt
bath products with nourishing minerals and vitamins for
skin.

• We have many unique gift ideas for new moms, babies,
and toddlers.

“Sweet Pea” gentle baby cleaning products from Caldrea
smell just as sweet and fresh as the spring blossom
and a new born babe.
Bath time turns into play time with cute bathtub finger puppets and toys for kids of all ages.
“Jazzy Jellies” are colorful fruit smelling lotions for kids that look like jello and whipped cream.  What kid can’t resist
putting on this lotion?

• Both of our gift shops have many new candle holders and scented candles for lighting up cool fall evenings at home! Don’t
forget to shop both Seasons and the Garden Store or your next visit to Alden Lane!

Quilting Seminar – “A Mini Lecture Series”
Come and listen to Alex Anderson, Yvonne Porcello and Julie of P&B Textiles speak during the show about their favorite

subject - what a real treat for us! Register here at Alden Lane Nursery for this one hour special event. The seminar will be held
at 11:00 a.m. and again at 2:00 p.m. for a fee of $10.00



Fall & Winter Vegetables
Accent the Garden &

Your Cooking!
Enjoying a bounty of tasty home-grown vegetables used

to be limited to what would grow in a summer vegetable plot.
These days, the garden can contain almost anything including
edible flowers and be grown anywhere in the yard where you
use vegetable safe pest control. Get creative and use
containers, hanging baskets, and vertical structures, as well
as traditional garden plots. Our full complement of winter
vegetables are arriving mid September.

Lettuce, chard, spinach, and parsley work quite well
together in the flowerbed. They make crisp, fresh looking
borders and edgings and can be grown in clumps among low growing perennials or annuals. Lettuces with frilled edges give
a nice finish to beds of snapdragons or penstemon. Swiss chard is charming as an edging along a walkway or garden path.
Try trimming a border of marigolds with parsley. If there are any damp, partly shaded spots where most vegetables won’t
grow, plant herbs instead: parsley, chives or mint. You might want to grow the mint in a container because it can be invasive
once it gets established.

Ornamental cabbages and kales look stunning lining walkways next to medium to tall growing shrubs and perennials.
There are so many different varieties of them you’ll be sure to find several that will give color and texture to the flower bed as
well as ingredients for soups and stews.

Try Brussel sprouts for an unusual addition to the garden. As the plant grows, walnut sized “cabbages” form on the stem.
You can harvest the sprouts as they reach about an inch in diameter. Pick off the ones at the bottom first. They not only like
the cooler weather, but also are noted for being flavorful after a frost.

Carrots, radishes, onions, and garlic can be planted in rows or tucked into corners and gaps in the garden to fill out the
flowerbed.

Feed monthly with Master Nursery Tomato & Vegetable Fertilizer. Water established plants twice weekly as the
weather dictates. Youngsters will require a daily check. Use our Recipe for Good Garden Soil to make your garden the
envy of the neighborhood.

Stop by and see Brian’s whimsical Vegetable Garden at Alden Lane for other new ideas.

Fall and Winter Gardening in the Bay Area
 A gardening seminar presented by the Alameda County Master Gardeners.

October 18th, 9 to 2:30pm at Merritt College
Classes include: Fall & Winter Vegetable Gardening by Pam Pierce, author of Golden Gate Gardening; Using Integrated
Pest Mgmt Techniques presented by Annie Joseph, Water Wise Gardening; Worm Bin purchase and set-up and more.
There will be 6 sessions to choose from.  Seminar is $25 including box lunch.  For more information or to receive a brochure,
please call 510-639-1366.

Don’t Forget
Autumn Flowers

If you haven’t made plans to perk up your summer
flowerbeds do so today. Alden Lane Nursery has a full range
of transitional annuals that bridge the seasons. For instance,
vinca, marigolds, impatiens, and cosmos will add vibrance
until the cold weather really settles in the area. Some of
the fall line up include pansies, violas, nemesia, schizanthus,
stock and linaria, snapdragons, Iceland poppies, primrose
and alyssum. Use our Recipe For Good Garden Soil
to get them off to the very best start.

RECIPE FOR A GOOD GARDEN SOIL
Alden Lane Nursery’s Good Garden Soil Recipe.

To amend 100 square foot area to an 8" depth use:
10 cu. ft. Master’s Gold Rush (fir bark mulch) soil

conditioner or Bumper Crop (5 bags)
5 lbs. Iron Plus or Iron Sulfate to acidify and add iron
10 lbs. Master Tomato Vegetable Food
50 lbs. Gypsum

Mix well with your soil and water thoroughly.



FALL LAWN CARE PROGRAM
September  2003

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

A $45.00 Value

No purchase necessary. Need not be present to
win! Drawing to be held September 30, 2003

Time To Plant Perennials
This is the perfect time for planting a perennial garden from gallon cans, six packs, and four inch pots. Planted in the fall

perennials will spend the winter putting out root growth so that come spring they will put out lots of top growth so that come
spring they will put out lots of top growth and flowers. Try delphinium, columbine, foxglove, coreopsis, and penstemon. Drop
by Alden Lane Nursery and let us help you get started on a beautiful, blooming perennial border. You’ll find some of these
great summer into fall blooming perennials.

• There are more than 600 members of the perennial Aster family. They range in six from 6 inches in height to nearly 6 feet
tall. Asters produce flowers that are blue, white, pink, purple, red and lavender. Most have a yellow “eye” in the center of the
flower. Asters are adaptable to most soild but will put on the most spectacular show when planted in fertile soils. They are
resistant to most insects and diseases.

• Although Japanese Anemones won’t actually bloom until the fall their interesting foliage is a great addition to a filtered
light area of the garden. Come fall the foliage is capped with branching stems 2’ and 4’ feet tall and covered with white silvery
pink or rose colored flowers. They are slow to establish but once firmly rooted they spread well. Japanese Anemones do well
in a “woodsy” setting or under the branches of trees that will filter light. Average water and most soils.

• Leonotis is commonly known as Lion’s Tail for the flowering habit of the flower. It is shrubby, branching plant that can
eventually reach between 3 to 6 feet. The flower spikes are made up of dense whorls of tubular, deep orange, 2” long flowers.
The plants are a good addition as a background plant in your
mixed perennial border. They are tolerant of heat, cold, poor soil
and arid growing conditions.

• Penstemons are evergreen shrubs and shrubletts with tubular
flowers. The flowers are borne on spikes. The color range includes
reds, blues, pink, salmons, purples, while and lilac. Penstemons
attract hummingbirds. A member of the snapdragon family,
penstemon are a good addition to the California garden because
they are drought tolerant once they are established.

• Shasta Daisies make excellent cut flowers as well as a
wonderful addition to the perennial border. They bloom mid summer
through the fall finally giving in as the days get shorter and the
temperatures drop. Shasta Daisies are available with single or
double petaled blooms. They have a large golden eye in the center of the flower. Each flower is supported by a long leathery
stem. You can purchase them in a variety of heights from dwarf to 20 inches or so.

Colorful Chrysanthemums Mean Fall Has Arrived!
If there is one flower that really let’s us know it’s autumn – it’s the Chrysanthemum! Richly colored and aromatic, the

chrysanthemum comes in a dazzling array of colors. Choose from white, orange, yellow, bronze, maroon, butterscotch and
pink. There are low growing “cushions” or “button” types which form low, bushy plants covered with color as well as “spider”
mums and the larger flowering exhibition varieties which need frequent pinching until midsummer to encourage full, stocky
plants and large blooms. These larger flowering varieties may need staking. Plus, we recommend pinching all but one bud per
stem to encourage show stopping blooms. Stop feeding when the buds show color. Remember to remove dead flower heads
to force more flower production. Don’t overhead water because this encourages blossom rot.

Win Three Months of Lawn Care Products
This month you have an opportunity to win a three month lawn care program.

You’ll have the greenest lawn on the block!!

Early October: Portrait Broadleaf Weed
Preventer. Master Green
Lawn Fertilizer

November & Master Fall and
December: Winter Feed



SPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item

TO RECEIVE FREE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to
local relief agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good September 1-30, 2003.

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280
Change Service Requested
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