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Watch the Valley Gardener for great
gardening tips with host Jacquie
Williams-Courtright. Tune in 4 days
a week on Cable Channel 30.
Monday: 9 am & 3:30 pm, Friday:
3 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday: 7 am,
11 am & 2:30 pm.
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Plan to attend the Alameda County
Fair – While you’re there visit the
landscape gardens and floriculture
areas. They’re a great way to gather
ideas for your own garden improve-
ment. Remember you can actually
purchase plants and garden
accessories on closing night July 6th
from the display garden plant sale.
Bring your red wagon, baby stroller,
rolling garbage can, or dolly. The
garden gates open at 6 p.m. Be early!
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Art Under the Oaks is Coming!
Plan to attend Art Under the Oaks.
This year’s festival will be held on
July 12th & 13th from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. each day. Held in conjunction
with Alden Lane Nursery and the
Livermore Art Association, over 45
artists will be demonstrating and
displaying their work. Local wineries
will be pouring tastes of area
vintages. The ever popular fruit
tasting will also be held. Stay tuned
for more information!
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The vegetable garden is really getting into full swing. There are bags and

bushels of tomatoes, zucchini, string beans, and peppers to harvest and share
with family and friends. To keep the vegetable garden healthy and thriving follow
these tips.

➤ Fertilize your summer vegetable garden routinely with MAXSEA Organic
Tomato Vegetable food to receive the highest production possible.

➤ Maintenance on summer vegetable gardens is most important this month.
Fertilizing will keep your plants producing right up to the cooler weather.

➤ Check for insect damage and use the appropriate sprays. Bring a sample
of the damage into the nursery and we’ll diagnose it for you.

➤ Water should be applied as needed. If the plant is finished with its
production, remove it. Leaving an old or damaged plant will only spread diseases
to the rest of the garden.

➤ Pick vegetables when they
are young. This will give you
tender vegetables and keep the
flowers and production high
through the summer months.

➤ Harvest old vegetables and
compost them

➤ For moisture retention and
weed control, use Bumper Crop
mulch monthly.
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Deciding what we like best about Foxgloves Garden Gloves is almost as hard as
picking our favorite flower. Modeled on 1950’s ladies gloves, these colorful, hard working
beauties were designed by landscape architect Harriet Zbikowski, who was tired of working
in bulky gloves. Made of breathable, machine washable nylon and spandex, the gloves feel
soft and cottony and fit so snug that picking up a single seedling is possible. Choosing
which color to buy is the difficult decision
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➨ The sun is much stronger now so move tender houseplants a little further away from the burning rays. Remember
an unshaded window intensifies the heat from the sunrays. If you are moving houseplants outside for your and their
“summer vacation”, place them in a shady spot. Afternoon sun will do serious, if not fatal, damage to the leaves. Watch the
intended area to make sure the sun will not openly hit the plants. Do not leave houseplants in hot cars for any amount of
time. Take them home immediately. (The same for nursery plants.)

➨ Feed houseplants on a monthly basis. It’s their biggest growing season thanks to brighter light and more warmth.
We’ve been recommending Sea Kelp Life or VF-11 to gardeners with some terrific results. Try some this summer. Alden
Lane has a greenhouse full of beautiful interior plants to add to your collection or for the perfect gift.

➨ Use saucers to catch overflow. Suck up water with a turkey baster and use to water other plants.
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One of the most stunning tropical bloomers is

the hibiscus. This dazzling beauty is a native of the
Pacific Islands and Asia and a member of the
Mallow (malvaceae) family. Hibiscus come in
thousands of solid and combination colored flowers
but there is not true black or blue color in its range.
The blossom size ranges from 2" upwards toward
10" or more. The flowers are available singles and
doubles. It is the national flower of Malaysia and
the variety H. rosa-sinensis is the state flower of
Hawaii. Interest in the hibiscus started around the
turn of the century with strong interest developing
in California, Florida, Australia and New Zealand.
The American Hibiscus Society formed in the
1950’s to track and name all the varieties that could be found.

The Chinese or Tropical Hibiscus (H.rosa-sinensis) is one of the showiest flowering shrubs. Although it needs
protection here in the Tri-Valley area, it can thrive on a covered patio or in containers so it can be moved during cold
weather. Position it against a southern or western facing wall in the winter so that it will benefit from the warmth after the
sun has gone down. Even the hardiest varieties need the protection of a patio or roof overhang because of our freezing
temperatures in the winter. Protect it from the very hot afternoon sun during the summer. H. rosa-sinensis has glossy
foliage and depending on the variety it has either a loose and open growth pattern or a dense compact one. Color range
includes white through pink, salmon, red, yellow, apricot to orange. They like to be kept moist but not wet. In the summer
a layer of mulch around the plant will help maintain consistent moisture in the soil. If your hibiscus is in a container feed it
twice monthly from April to mid September to keep it in the best shape. Do not feed after that to allow the foliage to harden
for the winter ahead.

Along with the standard hibiscus varieties, Alden Lane is carrying two new introductions: Hibiscus ‘Eruption’ and
Hibiscus ‘Robert W. Fleming’. If you are interested in either of them hurry into the nursery because supplies are limited!

Hibiscus ‘Eruption’ – Breakthrough purple foliage. A new hardy hibiscus from Fleming Brothers, Eruption
bears 7-8 inch wide reddish pink flowers against oakleaf-shaped purple foliage. It is a rose-sinensis x moschuetos
cross. Compact form to 4’ tall and striking fall leaf colors of yellow, red and orange. Grows well in moist garden
soils to standing water in full sun. Will reach full size the first year planted.
Hibiscus ‘Robert W. Fleming’ – A new hardy hibiscus from Fleming Brothers, Robert W. Fleming bears 10
inch wide lustrous red flowers with ruffled overlapping petals against Hydrangea-shaped medium green foliage.
Compact form to 2’ tall and striking fall leaf colors of yellow, red and orange. Grows well in moist garden soil to
standing water in full sun. Will reach full size the first year.

Another member of the hibiscus family is more tolerant of colder temperatures. Hibiscus syriacus or Rose of Sharon
is also called Shrub Althaea . This blooming beauty is deciduous and can reach a height of 10 to 12 feet. It is available in
either single or double flowers and has many named varieties. Rose of Sharon is more drought tolerant than the Tropical
Hibiscus. For larger flowers, during the winter months prune back the previous season’s growth to two buds.
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The sight and sound of falling water in the heat of a summer night can
cool your senses and soothe your soul. The fun of plumbing your own
fountain, pond, water fall or stream is hard to beat and the long evenings
of summer are perfect for just such a cool home improvements project.
Check with us for all the ingredients of water gardening:

· Pond forms and liners
· Pumps and fountain parts
· Containers for creative custom work
· Pond filters and bird and pet safe chemicals
· Demonstration gardens
· Pond Plants
Today it is surprisingly easy to add a water garden to your yard. Even a

modest pond can become a beautiful and intriguing focal point in your
garden. First, starting with a pre-formed pool or flexible liner, you create the shape or style you desire. Alden Lane carries
several styles and sizes of pre-formed pond liners that are easily installed in your garden. When you add water nozzle
displays, water runs, circulating pumps, statuary and light you can create your own special look. To add a natural setting
to your pond, add various types of water plants from shallow bog plants to deep-water lilies, and to finish off the pond you
might want to add fish. Now your yard and water gardening pond become a miniature ecosystem, where plants and fish
thrive in a balanced and decorative environment that will provide you and your family with years of enjoyment. Your
weekend project recreates a natural habitat with recirculating water so it’s a thrifty water user. It’s both beautiful to look at
and environmentally sound.

Try some of these water loving plants in your pond:
Umbrella Plant (Cyperus alternifolius) In or out of the

water this ancient plant will enhance your garden with its
form and silhouette patterns. It is a hardy, clumping perennial
which grows 4 to 8 feet. It is very effective in containers
and pools. Plant in full sun or shade and water regularly to
establish.

Water Poppy (Hydrocleye nymphoides) This is a
deciduous perennial, a semi-floater that spreads by stolons
to about 3 feet wide. Pull out excessive plants to maintain
order. It blooms with a deep yellow ‘poppy’ shaped flower
in summer which apprears just above the foliage. Plant in
sun or part shade and a water depth of 2-6 inches above
the crown.

Japanese Water Iris (Iris ensata) This is a spectacular
addition to places in the garden with moist soil. Plant it along
streams, in ponds, pools etc. It produces beautiful, large
blooms in June-July on long three foot stems. Colors range
from white, rose, purple and many shades in between.

Parrot’s Feather (myriophyllum aquaticum) This plant
has feathery foliage. It makes great cover for fish. Pot in
rich soil and submerge the edge to soften the lines of a
formal pond or water basin. Plant in sun or part shade. Prune
regularly.

Hardy Water Lilies (Nymphaca hybrids) These are a
collection of hardy, winter dormant plants for ponds and
pools that are easy to grow. The blooms open during the
day from spring through fall. Colors are most often in shades
of yellow, pink, red, peach and white. All water lilies need
sun and 8-12 inches of water above the soil in the container
for the big leaves to float on.

Water Canna (Canna hybrid) The dark foliage of this
plant makes it an excellent accent plant for bog or water

garden planting – showy red flowers add color over a long
season. It is a hardy, deciduous perennial with an overall
height to 4 inches tall. Excellent for ponds, streams and
bog plantings. Flowers profusely spring until fall frost. Plant
in sun or wet soil or water up to 6 inches deep.

Clear Pond Water – Naturally!
Floating aquatic plants are a natural way to keep your

pond water clear and also create habitat for fish. They
reduce the amount of sunlight falling into the water, thereby
making life difficult for water discoloring algae. Free
floating and carpeting kinds of aquatic plants have roots
which hang down into the water where they absorb plant
foods directly from the water.

If you have koi or other
fish in the pond, don’t feed
them too often. Fish food
introduced into the water
provides nutrients not only
for the fish but also for
algae. Surprisingly, with
less food the fish are more
energetic and happy to
see you!

As a general rule allow
one plant for every 10
square feet of water
surface when initially
stocking. The plants will
multiply but can be netted
out if they become over crowded. Stop by the nursery and
we’ll show you which plants will work best in your situation.
Come see our water plant selections.
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Don’t forget this is also the time to take advantage of our pre-season
pricing on Special Order fruit trees. Our order books will be open this
weekend for the next bare-root season and you can choose from over

225 varieties on different rootstocks to fit all yards and gardens.

Come in and plan to hold your own fruit tasting in your own backyard!

All Fruit Trees 20% off on July 12th & July 13th
(Saturday & Sunday) ONLY! This sale is limited to
stock on hand and does not include citrus trees.
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Alden Lane Nursery and Livermore Art Association
present the Seventeenth Annual Art Under the Oaks!!!

Enjoy the talents of local artists nestled among the flowers demonstrating their skills, while you
stroll through the oaks. Enjoy painting in all medias, jewelry making, sculpture, seaweed baskets, fiber
arts, and much more! All artists will have works for sale or on display for your enjoyment and purchase.
Remember the admission is free! Special thanks to our new partners Codiroli Car Company, Groth
Brothers Chevrolet & Oldsmobile; Livermore Honda and the Dreyers Co. for providing shuttles.
P.S. You may even consider having a friend drop you off and pick you up!

While you’re at the nursery be sure to take in these great activities:
✱ Kids Art in Motion Area: Hey kids – drop by and get your face painted while you’re at Art Under the Oaks. You

can also participate in the ‘art in motion’ while you’re here and take your creation home. It’s painting for kids of all ages.
✱ Juicy Fruit Tasting with the fruit tree experts from Dave Wilson Nursery. Pick out your favorites and we’ll have

order forms ready for you to start your backyard orchard.
✱ Enjoy wonderful music through out the day. See details inside the newsletter for a schedule.
✱ Sample local wine with the purchase of an $8 commemorative glass. At this writing wineries that will be participating

include: Concannon, IvanTamas, Livermore Valley Cellars, Retzlaff, Stony Ridge, Thomas Coyne and Wente.
✱ Don’t forget Del’s Famous Lemonade to quench
your thirst. It’s mouth-watering lemonade.

✱ Buy a delicious lunch from
Buckaroo BBQ.

✱ A grand prize of original art (worth $200) will be raffled
off on Sunday at 4 p.m. No purchase necessary to enter.
There will be hourly drawings for $25 gift certificates.

So mark your calendars and join us for
special fun and festivities.
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Now is the time to enjoy all the flavors of summer tree-ripened fruit and nothing beats the taste of a fruit freshly picked from

your own tree. Next best will be fruit from Ed’s trees in the Dave Wilson orchards!
Ed Laivo of Dave Wilson Nursery will be here at Art under the Oaks on SATURDAY, JULY 12th & SUNDAY, JULY 13th to

offer you, in his own exhuberant style, tastes of all the succulent peaches, nectarines and plums that ripen in mid July. He and
his staff will also be available to give advice and consultation on all the different varieties of fruit and nut trees available. So
come with all your questions and prepare to have your taste buds tingle.



Elegant Touch of Strings is back by
popular demand. Enjoy their great music as
you take in the Art Show.

Moment’s Notice is a new group to us and
comes highly recommended. Malcolm Hunter
is a regular performer at Alden Lane Festivals
and promises you’ll enjoy this Jazz Quartet.
These gifted musicians all have families and
day jobs and are passionate about jazz. Come
and hear them perform the standards and
original renditions of this truly American art
form. Check out our website:
http://momentsnotice2.tripod.com

Pianist Camille Sobalvarro will delight you
with his deep repertoire. You’ll find him in the
garden store on both Saturday and Sunday.
He’ll be at the keyboard of nursery founder
Jack Williams’ baby grand piano.

Pleasanton Community Concert Band
was formed in 1975 as part of the city of
Pleasanton’s Bicentennial Celebration. It
has continued as a volunteer, non profit
organization ever since. Its members are a
group of 50 volunteer musicians under the
leadership of Bob Williams. Activities include
public concerts, support of community events,
and opportunity for local musicians to develop
their talents. For further information call
846-5897 or 449-0908.

The Stony Ridge Ramblers is a group
of volunteer musicians that play for the
enjoyment of any that would listen, as well
as personal satisfaction. The Ramblers play classic Dixieland arrangements ranging from upbeat melodies to blues.
The group was formed by the original owners of the Stony Ridge Winery in 1983 to enliven the opening of their tasting
room in Pleasanton. Although no longer affiliated with the winery the group continues to present the sounds of
Dixieland throughout the Valley. For more information call 449-0908.

Tri Valley Youth Orchestra is a great organization that provides an opportunity for our community youth to hone
their musical skills. Come hear these talented young musicians.

Violin students of Laura Ristau and cello students of Gay Dunn will collaborate to perform a lively variety of
classical and folk music.

��������!�������-�	��
Saturday, July 12th

11 a.m. to Noon. – Tri Valley Youth Orchestra
12:00 to 2:00 p.m. – Moments Notice
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. – Stony Ridge Ramblers

Sunday, July 13th

11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. – Elegant Touch of Strings
12:00 p.m. to 1 p.m. – Violin and Cello students
1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. – Pleasanton Community Concert Band
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By Tib Warner, CCN

When considering a landscape project
we encourage our customers to seek out
and hire professionals. Although there
may be many individuals that call them-
selves “landscapers,” not all landscapers
work to the same standard.

Because of that as a consumer we
encourage you to seek out recommenda-
tions, check references, and check to
assure that the landscaper you hire is
a California Licensed Landscape
Contractor.

In fact, in California, any job that costs
$500.00 or more for material and labor
must be performed by a contractor who
holds a current, valid license from the
Contractors State License Board in the
specialty for which he or she is
contracting. That would be a C-27
license for landscaping. Ask to see the
contractor’s pocket license and some additional form of
identification. Also confirm the contractor carries
workman’s compensation, property damage, and
personal liability insurance in the case of accidents and
that he or she is properly bonded. Further information
regarding the California State Contractor issues can be
found at http://www.cslb.ca.gov.

There are many benefits to hiring
only properly credentialed contractors,

not the least of which may be
horticultural knowledge. Most

landscape plans are very specific
about what variety of a particular plant

family should be used. Landscapers
who are not familiar with these

differences can easily install the wrong
plant variety. We see this happen more

and more frequently, and encourage
you to check with us when you or
your landscaper orders the plants

for your garden to ensure that only
horticulturally correct plants have been

provided for your garden.
Our Tree & Shrub buyer, Steve

Campbell has a degree in Ornamental
Horticulture from Cal Poly, and holds

an advanced certificate as a California
Certified Nurseryperson. You can rest

assured when you order plants for your
garden he will be obtaining not only the

correct variety or cultivar per your plan, but will also be
obtaining them from the supplier who has the best quality

available. Alden Lane is known for supplying only the
healthiest and best quality plant materials on the market.

Your Home and Garden may be your biggest
investment . . . let Alden Lane Nursery help you to

maximize and realize your gardens potential.
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The summer harvest season is upon us, squash, tomatoes, corn, cukes and beans. You

need a nice vegetable harvesting basket to make harvesting and cleaning easier.
 We have just received beautiful harvesting baskets and potting benches from Maine. The

baskets are handmade with pine and ash frames, an oak handle and durable wire mesh
sides. The sturdy, vinyl coated wire mesh is actually manufactured for lobster traps. You can

harvest your veggies, then run water right through the basket for easy cleaning.
 The potting benches are the nicest we have seen. Made from cedar, topped with the same

vinyl coated lobster trap wire mesh, these good looking potting benches also include a couple of built in lidded
boxes.

 Circle hoe tool has been a popular tool across the gardening community since it hit the market a
few years back. The special feature of this tool is the blade that is shaped into a ring. This design
feature allows for cultivating up close to a plant without lopping off the delicate roots, as would

happen with a conventional hoe. This tool is available in both long and short handled versions.
It makes a good addition to your vegetable garden tool shed.

 Dandy Dandelion Weeder - The old standby dandelion weeder got an upgrade.
Proving itself over decades of use, the old dandelion weeder is still the most popular

weeder. Basically a simple, sharp, two-pronged fork, the dandelion weeder slips in
below the soil level and a quick pop pulls the dandelion out root and all. Now an
improved version may cause some heads to turn.

 A new tool from OXO looks and works like a regular dandelion weeder, but it’s easier. It
has a built in leverage “bump” along the handle, that doubles as a loopy weed cultivator in its own
right. Use the forked end for the tough, long-root-type weeds, and the loopy part to run back and forth

over the soil to catch younger weeds just below the soils surface.
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If you’re looking for a tree or shrub that flowers freely in the hottest summer climates Crape Myrtles are the answer!

These versatile beauties will tolerate almost any soil type, require little or no pruning and provide one of the longest
blooming periods - 60 to 120 days! And they come in a variety of heights from the miniatures (18 inches) to upwards of
40 feet. Indeed there is a crape myrtle for nearly every garden situation.

Alden Lane has an impressive selection of crape myrtles available. Choose from the wonderful color palette available
– Watermelon Red, Glendora White, Orchid, Purple, Pink, Rose and Red. Speaking of red, if you are looking for a clear,
pure fire engine red just ask for Dynamite. It has cherry red flowers with foliage that starts off crimson and turns to an
emerald green with maturity. The flower buds are crimson as well. In fall it gives a show of brilliant orange color before
dropping its leaves. It is highly mildew resistant and drought tolerant. Dynamite reaches a height of 15 to 20 feet. It is
available as a single or multi-stem plant.

In addition to the flowers, Crape Myrtle has a number of other attractive features. Its spring foliage is light green tinged
with bronze and most of the varieties provide a fall show of beautiful yellow foliage before going deciduous. Shrub
varieties become vase shaped with a pleasing trunk and branch pattern. The smooth gray or light brown bark flakes off to
reveal a smooth pink inner bark.
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Win this 5 gallon Crape Myrtle (tree form) plus planting supplies.

Just the perfect tree for a small garden or patio . . . or a flowerful
accent in the garden. Just the perfect tree for the Livermore Valley.

It loves hot sun and blooms bountifully.

• 1 5 gallon Crape Myrtle Tree
• 1 bag (2 cubic feet) Planting Mix
• Stakes
• Master Start Fertilizer
• Package of Osmocote Slow Release

Fertilizer

A $70.00 Value
No purchase necessary. Need not be present
to win. Drawing to be held July 31, 2003.
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QUANTITY SIZE INGREDIENT

2 4” Calibrachoa ’Brilliant Cherry’
3 4” Muehlenbechia ‘Wire Vine’
2 4” Penstemon ‘Midnight’
2 4” Petunia ‘Ultra Burgundy’
2 4” Stachys byzantina H.V.S.
2 4” Verbascum phoen ‘Violetta’
2 4” Armenia ‘Joystick’

Start by gathering your favorite dry ingredients; we recommend Moisture
Mix or Edna’s Best, and fill your bowl with an ample amount. Next stir in the
proper amount of leavening agent, we recommend Osmocote pellets. Add
in your favorite color ingredients, one at a time, with generous portions of
imagination! Blend well. Now set in the sun for an even bake but don’t forget
to check for moisture content twice a week or more if it’s hot. Feed once a
month with Maxsea bloom formula.
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Pick up your scented packet of this
wonderful summer fragrance today!!
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Alden Lane Nursery Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. every day. We will be closed the Fourth of July.
Remember to shop early for your holiday flowers! . . . and Happy 13th anniversary to Tom and Jacquie!


