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Watch the Valley Gardener for
great gardening tips with host
Jacquie Williams-Courtright.
Tune in 4 days a week on Cable
Channel 30. Monday: 9 am &
3:30 pm, Friday: 3 p.m. and
Saturday-Sunday: 7 am, 11 am
& 2:30 pm.
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Thanks to everyone who
made Art Under the Oaks
such a success from the
attendees to the  vendors.
The art, music, and food were
wonderful.
Congratulations to the winners
of our hourly drawings:

Saturday:
Martha Bonnette, Ted
Crosley, Pat Siebold,
Marian Maloney

Sunday:
Tim Walsh, Loretta Hill,
Van Zele, Monica Medecki

Grand Prize Winner:
Karen Adkinson
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ALDEN LANE
NURSERY HOURS

Open every day from
8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

����������	

��������	
�����������


�����������������������������������������������������
�� �!!"#����


���������������������������������������
Alex Anderson of Simply Quilts, Gloria Smith and Alden Lane Nursery

invite you to Quilting in the Garden. In addition to Alex’s work, special guest
artists include Yvonne Porcello and P&B Textiles.

Yvonne Porcello is considered an ‘art’ quilter. She will display her quilted
wall hanging Kimonos.

P&B Textiles – Private Collection. P&B is a world renown purveyor of quilt
fabrics. Headquartered in Burlingame, the company has agreed to display
their private collection. A spokesman for the company will be on hand to
discuss them. P&B is involved with “Quilt for the Cure” program to benefit
breast cancer research.

Event tee-shirts will be available for purchase.
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The Mt. Diablo Rose Society Fall Rose Show will be held at Alden Lane
Nursery on Sunday, September 21st from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Awards will be given
out at 3:00 p.m. Roses can be entered on Saturday, September 20th from
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. with judging from noon on. Keep your roses well
watered and fed for continuous growth and bloom. Groom those gorgeous buds
for our upcoming rose show!
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Each April and May you earn Bonus Dollars with your purchases at Alden Lane Nursery and in August

they are redeemable. In order to accommodate summer vacations, the redemption time will include the whole
month of August. So bring those green bonus dollars in. They are redeemable for up to 1/2 the value of
your purchase. For instance if you earned $20 you could apply them to a $40 purchase and get 1/2 off.

Your bonus dollars may be applied to all purchases except sod, sale items, multiply priced merchandise and
special orders. Not valid with other discounts or coupons. If you didn’t participate with us this spring don’t

despair! The program has been so well received we will do it each April and May.
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Catapult your roses into fall bloom with this feeding recipe. Livermore rose expert Dave Lowell developed this feeding

program and it works wonders. First, use only if your roses are well established (planted for at least six months). ALWAYS
water your plants deeply and thoroughly the day before feeding. Feed during the cool of the day. Avoid feeding on an extra
hot day. Lightly work ingredients into the soil around the rose if possible.

Sprinkle around each rose:
½ cup bone meal (5 pounds feeds 18 roses)
½ cup Master’s 12-12-12 (5 pounds feeds 18 roses)
½ cup Iron Sulfate or pH Adjuster Plus (Granulated Sulfur) (5 pounds feeds 18 roses)
2 tablespoons Epsom Salts (magnesium sulfate) (1.25 pounds feeds 18 roses)
1 shovel full of chicken fertilizer (1 cubic foot feeds 9 roses)

After you’ve fed the roses, be sure to soak them. Never use in conjunction with systemic rose foods. The combination
of bone meal and systemic rose foods can pose a health risk for pets. Wait 2 - 4 weeks before applying systemic rose food.
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Hydrangeas can provide bold clusters of summer and fall color for

morning sun or filtered light areas in the garden. Hydrangeas have
large flower heads averaging between six and ten inches across. They
are available in white, pink, rose, red, blue, lavender and purple flowering
varieties. They are particularly good massed in a group or planted in
containers.

Hydrangea flowers make good dried flowers. Wait for all the flowers
to open in the cluster before picking them. Hanging the flowers upside
down until dried is one method for preserving.

Hydrangeas like a rich, porous soil with moderate to heavy waterings.
They are fast gowing and should be controlled with regular pruning. To get outstanding flowers prune out the stems which
have already bloomed and “thin” the remaining stems so each flower will be large. Alden Lane Nursery has many different
varieties of hydrangeas in stock. Drop by the nursery and let us recommend the right one for your garden. The ph of the
soil can affect or intensify the color of the flower. Since the valley soils are alkaline in nature the flowers of the hydrangea
will tend to be pink. By acidifying the soil with Aluminum Sulfate flowers will become blue. Here are a few of our favorites:

• Hydrangea macrophylla: This deciduous shrub is
commonly called garden hydrangea. It has a symmetrical,
rounded growth habit and can reach heights of 12' although
4 to 8 foot is more common. Flower clusters are white, pink,
red or blue. This is the variety most people know.

• Hydrangea Pink n’ Pretty and Red n’ Pretty are more
compact in form and produce a profusion of flower
clusters summer through fall.

• A recent introduction is Hydrangea macrophylla
“Pink Elf”. This French hydrangea only reaches 18". Rich
pink flowers virtually cover the mound in early summer.
Plant in partial sun in warm areas and
full sun on the coast. It is an excellent
container plant.
• Hydrangea m. ‘Tricolor’: This beauty

is sometimes sold as “varigata” for
obvious reasons. The foliage is a dark
green interspersed with lighter shades of
green and white. “Tricolor” is a lace cap
which means the flower cluster is made
up of small flowers in the center, ringed
by larger ones and is more flat topped.

• Hydrangea anomala Petiolaris:
Known as the climbing hydrangea.

Discovered in the jungles of Japan, Korea, and Taiwan.
This hydrangea will climb if given the support of trellis or
fence. It has heart shaped leaves and large, flat, white flower
clusters similar to the lace cap variety.

• Hydrangea m. Mariesii: Commonly called “Lace Cap”
hydrangea. This variety has showy flower clusters in pink
to mauve-pink.

• Hydrangea paniculata grandiflora: A deciduous shrub
or small tree reaching 10 to 15 feet in height. It has a rather
upright flower cluster approximately 10 to 15 inches to length
which turn from white to a bronzy pink. Foliage also turns

bronze in color before dropping in
the fall.

• Hydrangea quercifolia: The
Oakfleaf hydrangea has a broad,
rounded growth habit to six foot
with age. It is fairly upright as a
youngster. Its foliage resembles
the deeply lobed oakleaf. Creamy
white flowers bloom in June. It also
has greater sun tolerance than
most of the other hydrangea family.
Leaves turn a spectacular bronze
or crimson in the fall.
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� Keep after tomato hornworms and petunia budworms with another application of Caterpillar Killer. It’s
an effective, safe environmental control.

� Don’t forget your citrus! In order to get bumper crops, feed lemons, oranges and other citrus monthly
with Master’s Citrus Food. Remember to water the day before applying fertilizers. Also avoid feeding or treating
on extra hot days.

� Is your garden suffering from the summer blahs? Perk it up with colorful petunias, marigolds, vinca and
dahlias!

� Treat compacted soils and lawns with Master’s Soil Penetrant. No amount of water or food will do the
lawn any good if it isn’t reaching the roots. Soil Penetrant opens the soil to water, air and food for lush green
growth. Aerating your lawn is most helpful in improving water penetration.

� Keep those flowerbeds neat and blooming! Deadhead (remove all old flowers). Cut back leggy
petunias. Fertilize with Master Bloom to help set new flowers.

� Be sure to clean up fruit trees and pick any left over fruit that can harbor soft rot fungus. A light pruning
to shape can be done now. Put the fruit and trimmings in the compost pile with your other garden waste.

� For bouquets of fragrant sweet peas plant them now. They will bloom during the holiday season if your
lucky, and early January if the correct varieties are selected.  For best result select from among the “Winter
Elegance” series for planting this month and next.  Sweet peas love a rich, well prepared soil bed.

� Plant winter vegetables! The cabbage family members, root crops, and leafy vegetables such as
broccoli, beets, carrots, radishes, onions, spinach and chard are ready to be planted this month from
seed. (Farmers in the valley are planting winter vegetable crops from seed this month.)  Planting from seed
now allows for a deep, established root system and a very long growing season resulting in larger harvests.

� Sow flower seeds. Many wildflowers and spring blooming annuals grow from seeds scattered now. Try
California Poppy, Bachelor Button, Alyssum and Godetia.   Also plant biennials such as hollyhock from seed
now.

� Feed your fruit trees one last time until March for increased vigor in the spring. Use Master’s Fruit and
Vine Food.

� Start working now to prevent fall weeds. Apply our Lawn Food plus weed preventer. This product does
a great job of creating a protective barrier to prevent the pesky annual bluegrass. If you plan to reseed your
lawn next month, delay this application.

� Establish a bed of bearded Iris in your garden this month.  Many varieties now bloom both Spring and
fall.  Get them in the ground early so you will have a sizable plant for a blooming show next Spring.  (Some
have been known to bloom as early as November if planted now.)  Iris arrive mid-month.

� Tulips, Daffodils and Much More Start Arriving This Month. Plan ahead for your spring displays of
bearded iris, dutch iris, tulips, daffodils and anemones and other blooming bulbs because they start arriving at
the end of the month and will continue into September and October. Come early for the best selections.
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If your Japanese Maple leaves are burnt you can revitalize them. Maple leaves can burn

during the summer months not only from the heat, but also from the wind. To correct the
burnt look, strip off the foliage by gently pulling or snipping the damaged leaves off each
branch. Follow this with an application of good balanced fertilizer such as Maxsea Acid
Plant Food or Master’s Formula 49. The maple will leaf out again in 3 to 4 weeks for the
fall. Remember water well before feeding.
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Perennials, grasses and showy shrubs set a garden

apart! They act as textured accents of foliage and
rotating flower shows that grow more beautiful with
each passing season. Here are some of our favorite
sun lovers to add to your garden.

Gay Feather (Liatrus) – A great addition to the
garden because of its showy rose purple plume shaped
flower and tolerance for heat, cold, aridity and poor
soil.

Butterfly Bush (Buddleia) – The fountain-like
arching branches of this hardy shrub are crowned with
lilac-like flowers. As its name indicates, it attracts
butterflies and hummingbirds. Available in pink, white,
purple, blue and lavender colors. Needs good drain-
age and once established enough water to maintain
growth. Blooms in summer through fall.

Fountain Grass (Pennistemon rubrum) – One of
the most graceful of the ornamental grasses. It has
reddish brown leaves and dark plumes. The dense
rounded clumps can reach 4 feet and are topped with
fat, fuzzy plumes at the ends of arching stems. Plant
in dry locations. They are excellent in perennial or shrub
borders or as a bank cover.

Eulalia Grass (Varigated Miscanthus) – A perennial
grass that reaches 5 feet in height. It makes a good
focal point in the garden. Grows in any soil. The
variegated variety has leaves striped with white.

Variegated Salvia greggi and Salvia leucantha are members of a very diverse family. They are crowned with whorls
of two-lipped flowers that create the illusion of one very dense spike of flowers. Salvia greggi is available in a range of
colors while the leucantha is velvety purple. S. leucantha can reach four feet in height and nearly as wide while the
S. greggi is more compact in its growth. The variegated S. greggi has not only has showy flowers, but its white and green
mottled leaves make it a real stand out in the garden.

Sweet Pea Shrub (Polygala dalmeisiana) – So named because of the similarity of the flowers to fragrant sweet pea
flowers. This 5' free flowering shrub is covered with lilac pink blossoms spring into fall. Plant within a perennial border for
a most pleasing combination.

Lantana – Colorful perennial that loves the hot sun. There are many named varieties of Lantana
which sport different color combinations. Some varieties are good as ground covering for erosion
control, spilling out of planter boxes, and taller varieties make good informal screens or hedges.
Will need protection against frost.

Rudbeckia/Gloriosa Daisy “Indian Summer” – This variety produces 6”-9” flowers on a 3½‘
high hardy perennial. The flowers are golden yellow with dark brown button eye centers. They
need good drainage. Extended summer bloom from July – October.
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➥ Test the soil around container plants before watering. Soil should be slightly dry before liberally applying water to

any plant whether in your garden or in a container.

➥ Water each plant thoroughly if in a container. At the nursery we water frequently in summer heat. Correct procedure
is to water the containerized plant until the water runs slightly over the topsides of the container and drains out the bottom
of the container.

➥ How often do I water? This is a frequently asked question. You are the best judge because you know the
surrounding better than we do. Test the soil around the plant. Water thoroughly if needed. Allow the plant to go slightly dry
before watering thoroughly again. After 2 or 3 times of following this procedure you will know the intervals of days the plant
can go without watering again.

➥ Remember, if there is a drastic change of temperature either way it will affect your watering schedule. As a rule of
thumb, hanging baskets need to be watered daily. In hot spells twice a day is not overdoing it.

➥ Add the water holding polymer, Broadleaf P-4 to all your container plantings of flowers and shrubs. It will help cut
your watering in half.



SUNNY SITUATIONS
Alyssum – Looking for something with a heavenly fragrance? This is it! Alyssum has a sweet, fresh scent. It goes well

as a border edging or tucked in baskets and containers. It is available in white, rose and purple.
Celosia – The name for this bedding plant is from a Greek word “kelos” which means “burned” because many of the

species have bright red or orange flowers. Plant them in full sun. They make a great display massed together in a flower
bed or use as an accent in container plantings.

Cosmos – This annual provides beautiful pink, white, rose, yellow or red ‘daisy’ style flowers. It is available in a range
of different heights from approximately 18 inches to nearly four feet. Cosmos has finally textured foliage with a wide
branching habit. Plant in full sun and give it lots of room. It will flower until the first frost.

Dahlias – This flower was first discovered by the Spanish when they arrived in Mexico. The tubers were used for food
in Central America. Today the dahlia has more than 3,000 known varieties. They like to be planted in full sun or very light
shade. Provide ample water during the summer.

Portulaca – This sun loving bedding
plant comes from the Latin “portula” which
means “little gate” because the top of the
seed capsule opens like a gate. The leaves
are short and narrow but thick and fleshy.
The blossoms look like single or double
roses, measure 1½ to 2 inches across and
come in nearly every shade of red and
yellow. Portulaca is heat and drought
tolerant and thrives during the long hot
summer. The plant blooms more prolifically
when kept on the dry side.

Salvias – Both annual and perennial
salvias are known by their attractive spikes
of flowers. They produce brilliant shows of
red, purple, or white flowers. They like full
sun and well draining soil.

Vinca Rosea – Best known as
Periwinkle, this heat loving annual glories
in the hot, sunny weather. It is available in
white, lavender, pink and rose. Some of the
varieties have a red “eye” in the center of
the flower. Vinca is excellent in flower beds,
containers and hanging baskets.

Zinnias – Brightly colored, these bedding plants positively sing summer time! They have a range of colors that includes
everything but blue. You can choose from 6 to 36 inches in height as well as single, double and many other flower forms.
Zinnias must have hot weather to survive. Good air circulation is important to prevent mildew. Water on a regular basis.

FILTERED LIGHT
Fiberous begonias: Also known as bedding Begonias, these hardy plants are great border material in a morning sun

or filtered light situation. They are used for their colorful foliage as well as waxy flowers. Available in red, white, pink and
multicolored.

Impatiens: These blooming beauties make a great morning sun or filtered light planting. Available in a full range from
white, pink, coral, rose, and orange through the reds and purples. Impatiens reach a height of approximately 18 to 24
inches in both height and width. Generally lasts until the first frost.

Mimulus: Commonly called Monkey Flower. It makes an excellent border around a flower bed. It’s 2 - 2½ inch flower is
a combination of ivory, yellow, orange, rose, scarlet and brown. It does best in half day sun or filtered light. Good also in
containers and hanging baskets.
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By Lydia Roberts
Blueberries are excellent ornamental shrubs that produce crops of sweet, flavorful berries through the

summer months. Researchers around the country and across the world continue to discover more and
more reasons to add blueberries to your diet.  Blueberries have the highest anti-oxidant rating of any fruit or
vegetable.  Anti-oxidants are believed to neutralize ‘free radicals’ and act as long-term preventative agents. 
They can protect against cancer, diabetes, high cholesterol, eye diseases and also slow the effect of aging. 
A cup of blueberries a day has been shown to have a significant effect.

We have a wide selection of different varieties of blueberries available this month.  Blueberries are generally
self-fertile but produce more fruit if cross-pollinated so choose 2 or 3 varieties to plant with Master Nursery
Acid Planting Mix and feed with acid fertilizer, labeled for Camellia, Azalea and Gardenia.  They appreciate
regular water and well-mulched root systems.  They can be used as a hedge, mixed with shrubs and perennials
in a bed or border or planted in a container. In the Valley they prefer being planted in full morning sun.  Each
bush can produce 5 to 15 pounds of fruit.

You can grow this delicious fruit in your own backyard and you’ll soon be picking berries to eat fresh on
your cereal or bake into tasty muffins and pies.

Further information on health benefits available from the US Highbush Blueberry Council at www.ushbc.org

Varieties to choose from are:
➤ Sunshine Blue – evergreen with hot pink spring

flowers and medium sized berries in midseason
➤ Misty – also evergreen with hot pink flowers, sky

blue fruit early in the season.  Good cross pollinator
with Sunshine Blue

➤ Blueray – large blue dessert size berries on upright
bush to 4-6 ft tall.  3 seasons of interest with bright
pink spring flowers, fruit and burgundy red fall foliage

➤ Darrow – one of the largest fruits - light blue in color,
aromatic and highly flavored ripening in Mid to late
season

➤ Jubilee – compact, upright bush producing light blue
firm long lasting berries in mid season

➤ O’Neal – large tasty berries on cascading
bushes. Pollinate with Ozarkblue

➤ Ozarkblue – performs in the hottest areas
producing large juicy berries on 4-6 ft
upright bushes

➤ Reveille – tall upright narrow bush to
6-7 ft with early powder blue fruits

➤ Sharpblue – early to midseason fruit is
medium-large, medium blue with average
firmness.  Bush is 4-6 ft with red fall
foliage

➤ Spartan – Vigorous upright bush
producing large, light blue fruit in early
season which are firm with an
excellent flavor.

Preparation:
Start by gathering all your favorite dry ingredients; we recommend Moisture
Mix or Edna’s Best and fill your box with an ample amount. Next, stir in the
proper amount of leavening agent, we recommend Osmocote pellets. Add
in your favorite color ingredients, one at a time, with generous portions of

imagination! Blend well. Now set in the shade for a cool bake, but don’t forget to check for moisture content twice a
week (or more if it’s hot). Feed monthly with Maxsea bloom formula.
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You will need:
(1) A window box. Select from our display.
(1) Cell Pack of Cymbelaria
(2) 4" Coleus ‘Dark Heart’*
(2) 4" Fuchsia ‘Gartenmeister’
(1) 4" Geranium ‘Bi-Centennial’
(2) 4" Heuchera ‘Emperor’s Cloak’

*indicates annual

(2) 4" New Guinea Impatiens ‘Scarlet’
(2) 4" New Guinea Impatiens ‘Sonic

Orange’
(1) 4" ‘Orange Spice’ Double

Impatiens*
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You can win:
• 12 – 4 inch Annuals/vinca, zinnias, verbena
and others
• 1 – 18 inch Asian pot (value $35)
• 1 – 2 cu ft. Moisture Mix Potting Soil

A $60.00 Value

No purchase necessary.
Need not be present to win.
Drawing to be held August 31, 2003.
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Simply fill out the entry blank below and drop it at the nursery.
You can find the “Pot of the Month” by the bedding information counter next to the bird cage.
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✔ Use a Ross Root Feeder to deep water and fertilize shrubs and trees. The Ross Root Feeder puts water at the roots

of the plant where it belongs. Soaker hoses are excellent additions to your garden. They help cut back on water usage.
✔ Water your garden in the morning. Always water on a RISING temperature. It helps to prevent fungal and bacterial

diseases in your garden. An exception would be on those extra hot days when early evening watering is fine.
✔ MULCH! Mulch! Mulch! Spread 3 to 4 inches of mulch around shrubs and trees. Leave a six-inch area open around

the trunk of the tree so it can breathe. Mulching helps retain moisture and keeps the roots cool.
✔ Put shut-off valves on all your hoses. This way you can turn off the water as you move from place to place.
✔ Check the sprinklers. Replace damaged ones. Clean out clogged heads. Adjust so they aren’t watering sidewalks

and driveways.
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At Alden Lane Nursery we strive to provide the best
value for our customers. We measure value by the
services we provide, the quality of the product we sell,
the way we treat our customers, and fairness of price.

 Unlike many places that sell only plants we sell
relationships with our customers. This means that with
each plant we sell we are available to tell you not only
what it is, but can determine whether or not it is the best
choice for your situation, and how to have success in
growing it. If for some reason you do not have success
we are here to help determine how you can be success-
ful, and stand behind the plants we suggest. Our Califor-
nia Certified Nursery Professional™ staffers are not only
willing, but anxious to advise you in building a lovely and
successful garden.

 Our buyers are also California Certified Nursery
Professionals™ and select our plants carefully, making
sure they meet our high standards for health, shape, and
suitability to our area. They also strive to purchase newly
hybridized, unique and especially lovely selections for our

customers. Over the years we have developed relation-
ships with the best plant craftsmen on the west coast.
They know our high standards and only ship the best.

 Together the best quality plants and the best advice
make the best gardens. We look forward to meeting with
you throughout the development of your garden, building
a relationship along the way that will nurture your
plantings, and provide the knowledge to guarantee your
success.

 We thank you for your appreciation for the value that
shopping at Alden Lane Nursery provides. With the living
products that we sell, the initial purchase is only the
beginning, and we want you to know we are here for you
and your garden day in and day out. We have been since
1955, and plan to be as your garden grows and matures.

 We thank you for having the appreciation for a lovely
garden that has led you to Alden Lane Nursery. We look
forward to helping you with all your gardening needs.
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Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to
local relief agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good August 1-31, 2003.
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Choose From Our Large Selection!
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