
Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for
great gardening tips with host
Jacquie Williams-Courtright on
Cable Channel 30.

 

Friends of Alden Lane will meet at
Alden Lane Nursery on November
24th from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

 

Livermore-Amador Valley Garden
Club meets on Monday at 7 p.m.
The location is the Alisal
Elementary School, 1454 Santa
Rita Road, Pleasanton.
• On November 4th “Table
Decorations for the Holidays,
Gobble, Gobble to Ho! Ho! Ho!”
Join Joanie Fields as she demon-
strates holiday table designs.
• December 3rd join us for “The
Art of Espalier & Pruning Basics”
with Ted Kipping. Ted is a certified
and consulting arborist who has
had a lengthy career in horticulture.

 

Mt. Diablo Rose Society meets the
second Wednesday of the month,
7:30 p.m. at the Pleasanton Garden
Community Room, 251 Kottinger
Drive, Pleasanton. Call for details
829-4929.

 

If you enjoy crisp slices of onions
on hamburgers or in your salad
then this announcement is for you.
Bare root Stockton onions arrive
in November. Call first to make
sure they are in. Choose red,
yellow or white. And don’t forget to
add some zing to your cooking.
Garlic starts are here this month.
Plant November through early
January for the best results.
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Join Alden Lane Nursery, Main
Street Design and Country Charm
on November 2nd & 3rd from 8:30
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for our fabulous

 Holiday Open House Holiday Open House Holiday Open House Holiday Open House Holiday Open House
There will be ✧ Music ✧ Refreshments

Free Gift Wrap ✧ Incredible Gift Selection

Black Tie Shuttle Service will run between
ourselves, Main Street Designs and Country Charm
on Saturday & Sunday between 11 a.m, and 5 p.m.

Our beautiful new Gift and Garden Shops will be
decorated for the holidays.

The Livermore/Granada Choir will be here on
Saturday, November 2nd at 1:00 p.m.; and on

Sunday, November 3rd the Tri Valley Youth Orchestra
will serenade you between 1:00 & 2:00 p.m.

Watch your mailbox for a special invitation
and coupon!

Store Locations are:
• Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane;
• Country Charm, 1601 B Railroad, and
• Main Street Designs, 2196 First Street in Livermore.

Happy Thanksgiving From All of Us
at Alden Lane Nursery!

Shop early. We will be closed to celebrate!

NURSERY HOURS:
Everyday: 8:30 to 5:00 p.m
Closed Thanksgiving Day



Seasonal Foliage Will Set Your Garden Ablaze!
Autumn can be as colorful and exciting in the Livermore valley as it is in the New

England states. You can enjoy brilliant leaves of fiery red, golden yellow,
dark maroon, and pumpkin orange from your windows. It takes only a

minimal amount of planning and you can have a vivid display of colorful
leaves in the fall simply by planting the right kinds of trees and shrubs

in the yard. Some of our favorites are listed here. Plant one or two of
them and see if you don’t agree!

The Best Trees for
Autumn Color

Sweet Gum, (Liquidambar). The leaves of this well-known street
tree bring a taste of eastern fall color to the west coast. The best way

to choose a Liquidambar tree is in the fall when you can be assured of
the color selections or buy budded trees of a named variety. Some of
the favorites: Burgundy: produces deep purple red leaves in fall, Palo
Alto: which presents orange-red to bright red autumn leaves, and
Festival: shades of peach, pink, orange and yellow.

Chinese Pistache, (Pistacia chinensis). Pistache are known for their
show stopping autumn foliage. The colors range from a deep purple,

maroon, brilliant red, orange to yellow. Once established they require little
summer watering and do best with deep infrequent watering.

Japanese Maples, (Acer palmatum). This large family has some spectacular entries in the fall color category. Bloodgood
is one of the best. It turns scarlet in the fall. Sango Kaku’s red stems sport bright yellow, tinted rose foliage before dropping
its leaves. Japanese Maples grow well in partial shade. They are an excellent choice for a large container on the patio or
entryway.

Acer Rubrum ‘Autumn Blaze’ and ‘October Glory’. These maples can reach about 40 feet with a 20 foot spread.
Autumn Blaze is a cross between a red and a silver maple combining the best traits of both – fall color and drought
tolerance. This is a relatively new introduction that is very well liked. It has upright branching and brilliant scarlet red foliage
in the fall. October Glory is a tall round-headed tree with a blaze of brilliant maroon and crimson fall coloring. Both varieties
keep their color for a long time and October Glory is one of the last to turn.

Ornamental Pears (Pyrus calleryana). These varieties of ornamental pears
have it all – great structure, fragrant bright white flowers followed by tiny round
inedible fruit, glossy green foliage in the spring and summer and strong fall
color. ‘Bradford’, the original introduction has red and maroon fall foliage,
Aristocrat is more pyramidal in shape with deep wine red foliage in the
fall; Redspire is similar in shape to Aristocrat but with yellow to red fall
color. It claims its name from its spring foliage, which is reddish-
purple when it emerges. Chanticleer is narrow in form with
reddish-purple fall foliage.

Maidenhair Tree, (Gingko biloba). This tree literally shines
in the fall when the light green leaves turn golden. When the
low angle sun backlights the fan-shaped leaves they “glow”!
The leaves stay on the tree for a few weeks before dropping
quickly and cleanly leaves a carpet of gold where they fall.
Plant only male trees. The females produce messy and ill
smelling fruit. Autumn Gold and Fairmount are two reliable
varieties.

Chinese Tallow Tree, (Sapium sebiferum). This tree has
outstanding fall color. Fiery reds, brilliant orange, and bright
yellow leaves deck this tree during the fall months. The leaves
flutter in the wind and captivate your eyes. A versatile tree that
can be used as a street tree, lawn tree or even a screen.

Crape Myrtle, (Lagerstroemia indica). These colorful
shrubs and trees enter spring with light green foliage
tinged bronze red in fall the foliage turns a bright yellow,
shades of orange or red. During the summer they are
crowned with colorful crepe-like flowers available in a wide
variety of colors.



NOVEMBER GARDENING CALENDAR

Here are some ways to help your
frost tender plants weather the big chill.

If there’s room indoors bring in small
potted porch or patio plants choosing an
area that provides bright light. For outdoor
plants simply remembering to keep them

well watered in between rain storms is a plus. Spray the leaves
of frost tenders like: citrus, tropical hibiscus, philodendron,
bougainvillea, with CLOUD COVER monthly through the win-
ter. This product coats the leaves and stems providing 2 to 3
degrees of protection. Decorate cold sensitive plants with

outdoor Christmas tree lights. The heat radiated moderates
the cold air temperatures. You can maximize this heat source
by draping or tenting your plants with translucent “plant blanket”
material to create a greenhouse effect. The plant blanket alone
will give you 2 to 3 degrees of protection and may be left on all
winter. Go down to your local hardware store and pick up pipe
insulation. It’s not only great to keep water pipes from
freezing but works wonders when used to protect the trunks
of small trees. This pre-split foam tubing is so easy to use.
Soil heating cables traditionally used as a plant propagation
aid are helpful too when nestled in the soil near the plant stem.

Protect Your Tender Plants From Frost
This is the time to concern yourself with the first frost especially if you have some of the frost

tender tropicals like citrus, hibiscus and bougainvillea.

Temperatures are dropping and the urge to huddle inside is growing. Come in and view
our selection of weather watching instruments. Thermometers, barometers, rain gauges, etc.
make up our new collection. Pieces are attractive, well made and cover a range of budgets.

7 bulbs make a perfect circle. Paperwhites in a floating dish make a wonderful house-
warming gift for a friend (or for you). Choose a thick, glass or terra cotta forcing pan, fill it
with 7 bulbs, cover with sand, water it and watch it bloom with fragrant, white blossoms in
about six weeks.

While cleaning and raking garden debris, you might as well choose a rake with a
short handle. You’re on your knees as it is. A small rake will allow you to reach and stretch
under this or that, and not be bothered by the long handle of a standard leaf rake. Try our spring steel, short
handled rake. It is our most popular selling hand tool.

As long as you are on the ground, you should think about your poor knees. We have a large selection of
protective kneepads to help ease the discomfort of crawling around under bushes etc. small ones and big ones,
flat ones and strap on ones, bright colored ones or simple green ones. Come in to look.

Doing some digging or transplanting this fall? Choose a narrow blade shovel for easier excavation. The
narrower width means that thrusting the shovel into the ground will accomplish more with less resistance. Your
weight goes further. Try it and you will see what we mean. Makes a great gift.

While you were out in the garden, consider extending the growing season a bit in the vegetable
department. Lettuce, cabbage, chard, etc will continue growing and protective row cover will act as a green
house to stretch summer and fall deeper into winter months. Use bamboo sticks to support the row cover over
top of the crop. Staple the row cover to the soil around the edges using loops of coat hanger wire or garden
staples made for the purpose.

Thanksgiving signals the time when we should start dormant spraying. Trees and shrubs (especially
fruit bearing) that are leafless in winter benefit from fall and winter applications of disease and insect controlling
products. Thanksgiving, New Years and Valentine’s Day are holidays around which you should consider
treating. Sulfur and copper sprays coupled with horticultural oils and spray grip additives are just the
prescription. All but apricots may be sprayed with sulfur to start. Apricots have an aversion to sulfur so
remember to spray with copper. Seek the advice of one of our California Certified Nursery Professionals™
to guide you in just the right product of choice.

Keep your lawn green this winter with monthly feedings. It is critical that you feed NOW. If your lawn is
not green by Thanksgiving, it’s almost impossible to green it up before spring. Most of the lawns in our area are
made up of cool season grasses that include: fescue (fess Q); bluegrass and perennial rye varieties. This is
their favorite time of year. Missing a “meal” in the dead heat of summer is better than the year’s cooler months.
Look for Master’s Fall and Winter Fertilizer with an analysis of 20-6-7. It contains sulfur, iron, manganese and
zinc in its ingredient list…these are very beneficial extras. The first number is nitrogen. In the fall and winter
version this component is made up of faster acting nitrogens that work better in cooler temperatures to keep
your lawn green.



The Christmas Calendar at
Alden Lane Nursery

This holiday you must make a point to come and experience the
wonderful events that will be happening here at Alden Lane. So mark
your calendars and we will look forward to seeing you here!

November 2nd and 3rd: Christmas Open House: Saturday &
Sunday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Alden Lane will celebrate our
Christmas Open House with Main Street Designs and Country
Charm. Free guest transportation service will be available to take you
between venues between 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on both days.

December 7th & 8th: Pet Photos with Santa 10:00 – 2:00 p.m.
Get a photo of your favorite pet with Santa. Sponsored by the Valley
Humane Society and Alden Lane Nursery. Bring in your favorite,
friendly pet (dogs must be on leashes and cats in travel carriers) for
a special photo opportunity with Santa. For a nominal fee of $15,
Valley Humane Society professional photographer will take (two)
high quality 4x6 photos of your furry angel for you to treasure. Alden
Lane will be donating the proceeds to the Valley Humane Society.
While you’re at the nursery check out our collection of animal theme
ornaments in the gift shop. They’re all 10% off this weekend.

December 14th: Children of all ages . . . come and visit with
Santa today from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Winter Dining This Holiday
Season By Alden Lane Nursery

Our greenhouse has been changed into a very cool and sparkling atmosphere
of white and silver dining. The places are set with candles, plates, silver wear, and
ice buckets. Silver beaded fruit ornaments, silver leaf ornaments crystal-beaded lamps
and glass/metal chandeliers add to this festive atmosphere. Alden Lane is introducing
our new winter bath and body collection of “Tussie Mussie” in a variety of bath lotions, salts and fragrances to spice up your
holidays. And for holiday accents consider our Paper whites, white Hyacinths, and handsome white poinsettias. For those
of you looking for an unusual accent for the holiday season try the Plum Pudding Poinsettia. Its rich color makes it a jewel
in your holiday decorating.

Outdoor Holiday Décor
Abounds At

Alden Lane Village
Brighten up the garden and entryway of your home with

some of our decorating ideas. We have holiday yard stakes of
many different designs including angels, Santa, snowmen and
others waiting to come with you to greet family and friends
during the Christmas season.

Holiday garland and other greenery will be available to help
you decorate your home. And don’t forget to brighten pottery
and containers by the entrance of your home with colorful
cyclamen, primroses, pansies and more.

We can’t wait to see you at the Alden Lane Village this
holiday season. Happiest of holidays to all!

David



Tis’ the Season
Alden Lane Nursery is dressed for the holidays! Our beautiful

new store is filled with wonderful ornaments, holiday accesso-
ries, poinsettias and so much more. This year we have many
different trees themed with a selection of sparkling, fabulous
ornaments.

• ‘Mini’ Trees are back by popular demand. Mini ornaments
in a variety of themes and sizes cover these trees and each
ornament is no larger than an inch.

• The ‘S’More’ Tree is covered with marshmellow figure
ornaments and accessories that remind us of summer camp, and
camping trips.

• Got a sweet tooth? Check out the ‘Chocolate Lovers’ and
‘Sugar & Spice’ trees located in Grandma’s kitchen. Cookie and
candy ornaments, candy cane garland, sugar gum drops and
chocolate ornaments await your arrival. Is your mouth watering
yet?

• And your children will be fascinated by the Kids Trees. There
are Raggedy Ann and Raggedy Andy, Frosted ‘Glitter Baby’
ornaments and for their favorite teacher, choose a holiday thank
you from the Teacher Tree.

• Does Tarzan live at your home? He’d feel right at home
with our Jungle Tree. Lions, Elephants and Tigers – oh my!

• A cozy tree in Grandma’s Gift Shop is the Quilt Tree. Choose
ornaments, small pillows, cushions and tree skirts from this warm
cozy collection.

• The Antique Tin Tree is filled with Santa, snowmen, carolers & even pets! All these ornaments are made of tin.
• Plan a Christmas tea around our very stylish Victorian Tea Tree decorated with beautiful porcelain tea cups, saucers,

pots, and shoes. Delftware from Holland is back. We have found many new shapes & styles of ornaments and tiles.
• Visit our red, white & blue Spirit of America Tree with a collage of American themed ornaments and giftware.
• Ladies are you looking for a special ornament for the man in your life? Visit the Stag Hunting Tree covered with

feathered pheasants, feather garland, picks, Quails, deer tails, twigs and sticks. What more could a guy want on his
Christmas tree? Follow this with the scent of Aromatique’s Natural State pot pourii, oil and sprays to give the room a
fragrance of the great out doors.

• And for the pet members of the family we have a special Pet Tree to honor them. Choose ornaments designed like
cats and dogs. Don’t miss bowls and pet photo holders in ornaments shaped like bones. There are pet pillows, planters,
“Waggers” pet treats in a variety of flavors and artwork.

• And what garden center would be complete without a Garden Tree for the holidays? This tree is our staff favorite with
over 300 hundred ornaments to select from. You’re sure to find something perfect for the gardener in your life. We look
forward to seeing you at the Alden Lane Village!

The Christmas Flower, Poinsettias
No plant declares the arrival of the holiday season

better than the poinsettia.

We are fortunate that along with an ample supply of the traditional poinsettia
colors of red, white, pink, marble and others we have a terrific selection

of last year’s new introduction – the fabulous plum purple colored
poinsettia - Plum Pudding.

The best care for a poinsettia is out of a drafty place and
certainly not outside! They are raised indoors and do not care for
frost or heat blowing on them. They prefer bright light and to
stay moist, but don’t keep their roots wet! Slit the bottom of any
decorative cover so water doesn’t sit inside and put a saucer
underneath to catch any drips.

Happy Holidays!



by Sally Evans
Here in the Livermore Wine Valley, you often hear a dine local wine

described as fruity, smoky, with a hint of oak, chocolate, tobacco or black
cherry. These descriptions can also apply to the fragrance of the many
roses one can grow in the tri-valley area.

I’ve selected a few of our favorite fragrant roses (all rated three FFF’s)
to help build your bouquet of aromas.

❖ For fruity aromas, try French Perfume or Mister Lincoln
❖ To add a hint of citrus, try White Lightnin’ or Intrigue
❖ For heavy old rose fragrance, try Melody Parfume or Moon Shadow
❖ If you delight in the scent of Musk, try Midas Touch or Fragrant

Apricot
❖ For a strong spicy scent, try Double Delight, Success Story or

Lagerfeld
❖ For a surprising licorice aroma, plant Sunsprite.

Like a winemaker, you can create your own special house blend of
fragrance and color by carefully crafting a fragrance rose garden that
appeals to your senses.

Coming next month, we’ll take a look at ways to express amour in your
rose garden. Don’t forget, pre-order your roses through December
15th for a 20% savings.

Add Beauty & Fragrance
To Your Garden

It’s our Pre-Season
Rose Special

Order the Varieties You Want
& Enjoy a Discount

This is the perfect deal – select your roses now, be assured of
getting exactly what you order and get a discount as well! What
could be better! Pre-book and pay for your order now and receive
special savings of 20% off. Good through December 15th. Roses
will arrive between December 15th and 24th, weather permitting.

Alden Lane has over 400 varieties for the 2003 season. We
have increased our Tree rose and Patio rose collections. Pick
up our Rose list and pre-order form. Don’t miss this great
opportunity. If you have any questions come by the nursery and
talk with our knowledgeable staff. Remember to place your order
early for the pre-season pricing special.
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Final Chance to Pre-Order Fruit Trees
Our Fruit Tree list is open for special orders through November

15th. Be sure to come in now and order that  favorite fruit tree you
always wanted but could never find. 25% off until November 15th.



TURKEY
November  2002

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Win A Thanksgiving Turkey
The turkey will weigh 18 lbs or more!

Drawing to be held November 15, 2002.
No purchase necessary. Need not be present to win.

Versatile Sasanqua Camellias Bring Colorful
Flowers to the Winter Garden

One of the prettiest and
most often overlooked
shrubs to plant for late fall
and winter color is the
Camellia sasanqua. This
cousin of the commonly
planted Camellia japonica is
more sun tolerant (full a.m.
sun) and depending on the
variety makes an excellent
gracefully branching ground
cover or espaliered shrub,
informal hedge as well as a
good container plant. You
might also plant sasanquas
under trees to give color to
otherwise green backdrops.
Some varieties of
C.sasanqua begin blooming
around Thanksgiving and
other varieties are colorful at
Christmas.

Alden Lane has received
a shipment of heavily
budded and some blooming
varieties of sasanquas. And
it’s the best time to choose
them while you can see the actual flower shape and the
color.

We’ve listed below the top varieties that have been
selected for their outstanding ability to perform. Not only
are they covered with hundreds of flowers during the fall
and winter but the dark green evergreen foliage is a plus
for any garden.

EARLY SEASON
Shishi Gashira. Semi-double to

peony form, lovely soft pink blooms. Low
spreader. Early season blooming.

Bonanza is a semi-double to peony
from bloom of rich scarlet enriched by
contrast of bright yellow stamen. Low
spreader. Early bloomer.

MID SEASON
Apple Blossom is a vivid cerise red

coloring edge the white petals of these
large single blossoms. Lovely contrast is
added by the crown of golden stamens.
Upright growth pattern and blooms in mid
season.

Hana Jiman. Large, semi-double
white bloom, petals tipped with pink.
Upright growth. Blooms mid season.

Jean May. Large, shell pink with
double blossoms. Upright. Mid season
bloomer.

Setsugekka. Large, semi-double
blooms, white ruffled petals and showy
yellow stamens. Upright growth. Mid
season.

White Doves. White semi-double to loose peony form.
Spreader. Mid season.

LATE SEASON
Yuletide. Brilliant, fiery red, single blooms centered with

bright yellow stamens. Upright. Late blooming.



SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item

TO RECEIVE FREE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to
local relief agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good November 1-30, 2002.

HOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND US

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280
Change Service Requested
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U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT #274
Livermore, CA

AMARETTO
 NOG

 The intoxicating scents of vanilla and almond are
mingled with this stunning mixture of cedar sprigs and

bleached pinecones and flowers.

2 oz. bag   (Suggested Retail of $2.99)

®

Decorative Fragrance by

ROMATIQUE
The Creator of Decorative Fragrance™

™

Don’t Forget to Redeem Holiday Cash Thanksgiving til December 24th!!


