
Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for great
gardening tips with host Jacquie
Williams-Courtright. Tune in 4 days
a week on Cable Channel 30.
Monday: 9 am & 3:30 pm, Friday:
3 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday: 7 am,
11 am & 2:30 pm.

 

Livermore-Amador Valley Garden
Club meets March 5th, first Tuesday
of the month at 7 p.m. The location is
the Alisal Elementary School, 1454
Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. Call
485-7812. Join Ed Jochim, a retired
Master Gardener, who will be
speaking on “Vegetables from A to Z.”
He will be giving helpful hints on how
to make your garden more produc-
tive. On April 2nd you can join Annie of
Annie’s Annuals for a program
featuring annuals grown in the
Annie’s Annuals Nursery. The nursery
is known for the unusual varieties it
produces.

 

Mt. Diablo Rose Society, March 13th,
2nd Wednesday of the month, 7:30
p.m. Pleasanton Gardens Community
Room. 829-4929.

 

Alden Lane Nursery Hours
Monday – Friday:

9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday – Sunday:

8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
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San Francisco
Garden Show

If you are attending this spectacular
event on March 20-24 at the Cow
Palace you can pick up your tickets at
Alden Lane Nursery. $15 for individual
tickets or $14 for groups of 20 or
more. The price at the door is $18.
For more information check:
www.gardenshow.com.

Spring Rose SeminarSpring Rose SeminarSpring Rose SeminarSpring Rose SeminarSpring Rose Seminar
Sunday, March 24th, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

See all the details inside this newsletter.
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Daffodil Society ShowDaffodil Society ShowDaffodil Society ShowDaffodil Society ShowDaffodil Society Show

Saturday, March 9th from 1:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. & Sunday,
March 10th , 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Join Alden Lane Nursery for the Daffodil Society

Show. The public is welcome to enter blooms on
Saturday morning from 8:30 to 10 a.m. Call show co-
ordinator Kirby Fong for entry tips at (925) 443-3888
or e-mail any daffodil questions to him at
kfong@alumni.Caltech.edu. See inside this
newsletter for our Show Entry Tips Workshop.

CITRUS TASTING
Saturday, MARCH 23rd & Sunday, March 24th

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Special guest: Mike Andrade of Four

Winds Growers on Saturday from 11 a.m
to 2 p.m. Bring your questions!

If you’ve ever wondered how a blood orange might taste
or what the differences might be between a tangelo and a
tangerine then come to the Alden Lane Citrus Tasting.

You’ll be able to sample tasty citrus varieties including:
Mandarins, tangelos, Blood Oranges, juice and eating
oranges as well as grapefruits. Don’t miss the
Oro Blanco, a grapefruit that needs no sugar!



YOUR KITCHEN GARDEN
Now is the time the most eager gardeners get going in the vegetable

garden. For the rest of us, this is a great time to prepare the soil for an
April vegetable garden. Getting a garden going now means that great
tasting freshly picked and prepared sweet corn, watermelon, tomatoes,
lettuce and green beans will soon be yours. When you plant your own
vegetables you have the advantage of growing varieties of vegetables
and herbs not available in stores. You also have the advantage of
controlling how your vegetables are grown and when they are picked.
Enjoy home grown flavor and freshness.

Frost protection and warmth are of primary importance in the early
spring garden. The chance of frost lingers into April. Use of protective
covers will not only protect against frost, they will also warm the soil and
encourage plants to grow and establish more quickly. We carry three
products:

➤ Plant and seed blankets are plastic blankets that breathe that you
roll out over your plants and seal in the heat as well as keep out the bugs.

➤ “Hot Cap”, a waxed paper hat that covers each individual vegetable
seedling to protect if from cold as well as from wind.

➤ New to the scene and extremely popular, the “wall of water” pro-
vides excellent protection and additional heat retention to promote quicker
growth.

Good Garden Soil Starts Here!
If you are preparing a vegetable garden now or just dreaming about

it, it’s still a great time to improve the soil. Follow our “Good Garden
Soil Recipe” to improve the texture and fertility of your little piece of
earth. The recipe should be a part of your vegetable garden routine
1 to 2 times a year.

Mr. Fothergills Seeds.
We are happy to introduce a collection of seeds, new to

us, from the United Kingdom. Mr Fothergills Seed
collection includes many old favorites as well as some
very unusual varieties worth trying in the garden this year.
(The seed packets also make entertaining reading.) Aside
from substantial collections of nasturtiums, morning glories,
sunflowers, and sweat peas, Mr. Fathergills also includes
the following:

Zebra Striped Zinnia Mixture. (Each petal striped
with white.) Poached Egg Plant  (Cheery,
saucer-shaped yellow
flowers, edged with white!)
Polyanthus (Old fash-
ioned primrose. Each
flower ringed with
gold, burgundy and
cream.) Tebitian
Poppy (A true blue
poppy). Most of
the seeds come
hermetically
sealed so they
keep well.

Dahlias and Gladiolas
are here!

Promise yourself armloads of blooms this summer
by planting dahlia tubers and Gladiola corms now.
Our collection this year is dazzling. Plant Gladiolus
corms every two weeks for a nice succession of
blooms into the summer. Dahlias come in an
explosive color range, Some flowers reach 8" across!
Plant either of these using our Recipe for Good
Gardening Soil!

RECIPE FOR A GOOD GARDEN SOIL
Alden Lane Nursery’s Good Garden Soil Recipe.

To amend 100 square foot area to an 8" depth use:
10 cu. ft. Master’s Gold Rush Fir Compost fortified with

Chicken fertilizer or Bumper Crop (5 bags)
5 lbs. Ironite to acidify and add iron
10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food.

Master Formula 49 can be used for ground covers.
50 lbs. Gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds sulfur

& calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)
Mix well with your soil, plant and water thoroughly.



MARCH GARDENING CALENDAR
March 7 is Arbor Day! Celebrate by planting a tree in your yard or favorite park.

Alden Lane Nursery will donate a tree to your favorite school or park. Contact the
recipient to ask what kind of tree they would like, then call us to reserve. We will hold your
tree selection at the nursery until you or the recipient can pick it up for planting. A planting
package is available for the nominal fee of $12.00. This includes planting mix, stake, ties
and starter fertilizer tablets. We are happy to help in the greening of our community.

Winter rains have washed nutrients from the soil. Fertilize all of your plants to
support spring growth. For shrubs and trees feed with Master’s Formula 49 All Purpose
Plant Food. If you have a citrus or avocado trees, use Master’s Citrus Food.

Prune azaleas and camellias into shape, after their blooms have faded. Begin to
feed them with Master’s Camellia, Azalea and Gardenia Food and Ironite. Feed monthly through October.

Feed, feed, feed! This is a good time to start feeding fruit trees, grapes and berries. We recommend
Master’s Fruit Tree & Vine Food for the nutrition your plants need to produce the best crop ever! Your roses will
appreciate a monthly feeding of Master’s Rose & Flower Food.

Give your lawn a “meal not a snack” with Master Green Lawn Food.

Now is the time to set out snail bait. We carry Master’s Snail control
products in a variety of forms. Use Sluggo if you want a non toxic alternative.

Remember to plant gladiolus bulbs (corms) every two weeks and you’ll
have armloads of cut flowers through the summer.

Remember to water plants under eaves and in containers. It’s important
now to deep water trees and shrubs if it isn’t raining on a regular basis. Their root
systems are starting to grow now.

Plant your potatoes on St. Patrick’s Day if you haven’t gotten them in the
ground. See us for the know how and best varieties.

Start annual morning glories from seed this month and establish them in
the garden or a pot by summer! Morning glories are one of the most stunning of
the old fashioned garden flowers. Flowers are huge – three to five inches across –
and bright, colorful clear blue, purple or pink. Best of all, morning glories are easy!

CONTAINER OF THE MONTH
This March signals the beginning of spring. Why not celebrate with a container of beautiful

blooming annuals? Here are a few suggestions to get you on the way
For Sunny Spots

• 18" pot – terra cotta or wood.
• Two 4" ranunculus & anemones
• Two 4" Iceland poppies
• Up to six – 4" Viola (yellow)
• Two – Cel pak Alyssum (white)
• One cubic foot of Potting soil
• Two tablespoons of Osmocote

Place container in a sunny location. Water two to three
days per week if sunny and warm, less if cooler. Pick faded
blossoms for longer blooming period.

Here are some other suggestions:
Sun loving: Iceland Poppies, Stock, Snapdragon, Pansy & Violas. Shade loving: Fairy, English, or German Primroses



Tree to 20'. Dwarf to 5-10'. Can
reach 12'.

Citrus Feeding & Care Schedule
Year Around: Feed Master Nursery Citrus Food monthly. Check directions for specifics.
March, May & Sept.: Apply Ironite as directed. It acidifies and adds needed iron.

For insulation from the cold, spray the foliage of citrus trees with Cloud Cover in early November.
Tent with plastic and add outdoor Christmas lights for extra protection.
Master Snail, Slug and Insect Bait: Apply this bait as directed to control snails, slugs, & other hungry bugs.

CITRUS FOR
VALLEY GARDENERS

There are many varieties of citrus that do well in our area. Plant a
lemon, tangerine, orange or grapefruit tree and enjoy home grown fresh-
ness. Choose a dwarf variety for a balcony or patio; they do equally well
in planters or in the ground; or choose a standard size tree for larger
spaces. It will add to the beauty of your landscape as well as produce
delicious fruit. Follow these steps to a healthy, productive citrus:

➨ 1. Select a warm, sunny location. Citrus need heat and sun and
they need to be protected from the wind and winter cold. The south side
of your home is the warmest and provides maximum sun.

➨ 2. Provide a well drained soil that allows roots to absorb moisture,
not stand in it. To avoid root rot, our heavy Valley soils need good soil
preparation: dig a hole 2 times the size of the container and mix your soil
50-50 with Master’s Planting Mix. Add & mix a cup of Master’s Bone
Meal to the hole, backfill with the soil mix and water with Root Master.
For container planting, plant directly into Master’s Potting Soil. Do not
cover the top of the existing rootball and trunk with any soil.

➨ 3. Fertilize monthly as citrus are heavy feeders. Use Master’s
Citrus Food or Dr. Earth.

TREE FRUIT HARVEST TREE SIZE

LEMON

Eureka Standard market lemon; good for lemonade/pies. Dec. into spring
Meyer Heavy producers. Sweeter; less acid, slightly orange. Nearly year round

LIME

Bearss Almost lemon size; juicy yellow-green when ripe. Fall/Winter Dense growth 25'. Dwarf to 8'.

TANGERINE
Dancy Standard market tangerine; heavy bearer Jan. to April Upright growth 15'. Dwarf to 8'.
Kara Medium large, tart-sweet. Adapted to March to May Spreads to 15'. Dwarf to 6'.

cold areas.
Owari- Seedless; Very easy to peel. Nov. to Jan.
Satsuma

TANGELO

Minneola Large; bright orange-red; easy to peel. Feb-April Vigorous to 20'. Dwarf to 8'-10'.

ORANGE
Valencia Traditional juice orange; sweet; some seeds. July to Dec. Growth to 20'. Dwarf to 8-10'.

Washington Large; easy to peel; standard eating orange. Dec. to April Round growth to 16'; Dwarf to 10'

GRAPEFRUIT
Oroblanco White; large; nearly seedless; very sweet and juicy. Nov. to March Spreading to 20'; Dwarf to 10'.

Rio Red Red fleshed. June to October Spreading to 20'; Dwarf to 10'.

We recommend the following feeding care schedule for optimum growth and heavy fruit set.



Our New Store is Coming Soon!!!
The new store is almost ready. It’s been a long time coming but within days and weeks our new facility

will be up and running. Come and see us put on all the finishing touches. It’s going to be beautiful.
The outside sales area has been greatly increased, the new parking in the back is complete

and our old store is fully intact so it’s business beyond usual on the way to extraordinary.

Spring is a Season of
New Beginnings

A vase, glass cylinder, or terra cotta dish
planted with grass seed can quickly provide a
focal point and accent for your home. The fresh,
green carpet brings the brightness of spring
indoors and the wonder of nature to your table.
Often used for an Easter display, the idea can

be used anytime and we have what you need to
get started. Fill a container partially full of moist
potting soil, spread a single layer of barley seed
or annual rye grass seed over the soil. Press the
seeds flat down onto the soil surface. Spray or
mist the container to keep the soil moist. In just

2 days you will witness the seeds sprouting
and by one week you will have a beauti-

ful stand of grass 3 or more inches
high. Keep the soil moist and trim

the grass as needed.

From the Gift Shop
Spring is coming and so is Easter. They’re both

just a few weeks away. Remember Easter is March
31st. This is a great time to freshen up the house
with shades of spring. Consider using pots, plants
and a little garnish to celebrate the season. Use la-
tex paint to color terracotta pots. Note: the pots must
be bone dry to accept the paint.

Pastels are a great way to reflect the season, or
choose the color of the year . . . “Sage Green”. What-
ever the mix, paint and arrange pots of differents
sizes and shapes, stuff them with moss or Easter
grass and garnish with Jelly Beans and decorated
eggs. Nestle them in a bed of moss or grass on the
table top or porch. Use a statuary bunny in a
whimsical pose to finish the look. The use of moss
around the base of the centerpiece frames the
arrangement and gives it a nice outdoor look.

To bring these ideas to life in your home, come
see us in the gift shop. We have a great variety of
beautiful Easter eggs in different finishes and
textures. There are also adorable tiered baskets
made of wire to show off special Easter eggs.

If you are needing a change for the new season
come see our new “lavender” collection of home
accessories and eye catching artwork. All celebrate
the beauty of lavender.

Hope these ideas inspire
your creativity for the Easter
holiday and brighten your
home to welcome spring.
Looking forward to seeing
you soon.

David

Spring & Easter Ideas
Let us put together flowering Easter

baskets for your holiday celebration. These
arrangements will be perfect for gift giving, or

using as a holiday centerpiece.
You can choose from pure white Easter Lilies,

multi-color tulips, mini-roses, and more. Easter
wouldn’t be complete without statuary bunnies

peeking out from the garden or patio. You can
choose different poses, finishes and sizes. We have
a bunny for every Easter occasion. Check with the
staff for suggestions.

Decorating for
Spring & the Easter Bunny



Why Alden Lane
is Your Tree Source . . .

Spring Flowering Tree
Collection Has Arrived!

By Steve Campbell
We love our trees at Alden Lane and it really began hundreds of

years ago when the oaks on the current Alden Lane property were in
their infancy. Over the years, thousands of people have visited Alden
Lane and have enjoyed the beauty of these majestic heritage Valley
Oaks.

Trees add beauty wherever they are used in the landscape. I am
very excited about our spring collection of blooming trees. This is the
time of year when they burst into color becoming the showpiece of
your home landscape. During the fall and winter I traveled to Oregon
and California hand selecting new varieties. Here are a few of my
favorites for the spring blooming collection.

Dogwood varieties to plant this year include two of my favorites:
Cherokee Chief (deep rosy red bracts) and Cloud Nine (large white
bracts) but I can’t wait to see the new varieties bloom. ‘Stellar Pink”
(light pink) and “Heart Throb” (deep rose pink) have been added to
our Dogwood Collection.

Crab Apples can fit in almost any yard. Most varieties average 15’
to 20’ in height. Malus floribunda and Malus ‘Prarie Fire’ are two very
popular varieties and this year we added Malus ‘Golden Raindrops’
(white), ‘Indian Magic,’ (Deep Pink) ‘Louise Contorted’(true pink),
‘Molten Lava’(white), and ‘Profusion.’(deep pink) Come check out the
different displays of color from these existing new varieties.

Japanese Flowering Cherry varieties will be plentiful this spring.
‘Kwanzan,’ ‘Mt. Fuji,’ ‘ Beni Hoshi’ and ‘Akebono’ are the transitional
varieties that have rose pink to white flowers in long clusters. White
Snowfountain or Pink Double Weeping flowering cherries are the
weeping specimens that form fountains of weeping branches. Once
you see the flowering cherries you will understand why the Japanese
take the day off to enjoy their beauty when they are in full bloom.

At Alden Lane we have information posted for each variety. Many of the varieties we have available in 5 gallon, 15
gallon and 24 inch box sizes. You can begin creating a beautiful specimen tree in your landscape today. Come see
out newly expanded tree section at … Alden Lane Garden Village.

Prepare for aphids
before they arrive!

This year I have written myself a note so I won’t
forget. Aphids and other insects can be prevented
using “Garlic Barrier”. Studies have shown that
the smell of garlic confuses the aphids and they
can’t navigate through an area as the wish. Spray-
ing an area with Garlic Barrier before the aphids
arrive has been shown to effectively prevent heavy
infestations without the use of toxic chemicals.
(Word has it that the same is true with bees, so be
careful not to spray where you will be counting on
the bees for pollination.)

So, now you know ahead of time, write yourself
a note as well!

Control Codling Moth
If you have apple trees and want to monitor codling moth

activity to determine the best time to spray: use one of our Sure-
fire Fruit Tree Pest Traps. The lure or bait in the trap duplicates
the female codling moth’s pheromone (scented hormone) which
attracts the male moths and captures them before the are able to
mate.

Traps should be used at least two weeks before buds break.
Use two Fruit Tree Pest Traps per apple tree to help you monitor
codling moth activity. Each carton includes 2 traps, lure and hanger.
If you determine you have codling moth then spray with Green
Light Diazinon, Spray Grip and vinegar (1 Tbs/gallon) when the
activity begins. You may want to try weekly applications of Cater-
pillar Killer or Caterpillar Clobber as there are reports that this
organic method helps minimize the problem. Come in and ask us
about beneficial nematodes and how they can control codling
moth too!



CITRUS TREE
March  2002

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Win A Citrus Tree
You’ll be enjoying home grown oranges, lemons or grapefruit when you win your citrus in this month’s contest.

Just drop an entry form at the nursery the next time you visit and you may be the winner!

You'll win:
(1) 5 gallon citrus of your choice
(true dwarf or tree form)
(1) 2 cu. Master’s Planting Mix
(1) 4 lb. Master’s Bone Meal
(1) 10 lb. Ironite
(1) 5 lb. Master’s Citrus Food.

No purchase necessary.
Drawing to be held March 31, 2002.

(A $75.00 Value)

✧ Sunday, March 3rd – Northern California Daffodil Society
Seminar,1:30 - 2:30 p.m. Join the experts and learn how to stage
your flowers for a longer and more beautiful show. Daffodil Show
Entry Tips: Alden Lane is pleased to present this forum by the
Northern California Daffodil Society members to help you prepare
daffodils for exhibition. If you have an interest in entering some of
your spectacular blooms in the Daffodil Society’s show this month
you’ll want to hear the tips these folks can share with you. Mark your
calendars!

✧ Saturday & Sunday, March 9th & 10th – The Daffodil Show, 1-5 p.m.
on Saturday and 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Sunday.

✧ Saturday & Sunday, March 23rd & 24th – Citrus Tasting, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

✧ Sunday, March 24th – Rose Growing and Care For Spring &
Summer. 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Join consulting rosarians Ken and Judy
Jones here at Alden Lane to learn more about growing and enjoying
beautiful roses. They will cover: • Promoting Growth with proper
fertilizing and watering techniques; • Combating diseases and
insects. They will discuss biological vs. chemical approaches;
• Harvesting your blooms and how to extend their vase life.
Don’t miss this FREE Class. Call 925-447-0280 to reserve a seat.

✧ Saturday, April 6th, 10 a.m. – Moss Basket Workshop. MaryAnn & Jacquie will team up to teach this fun class.
Come and join in. Create a beautiful 14” moss basket brimming with gorgeous annuals for sun and shade. Cost is
$40 per participant. This class will fill up fast, so call today to prepay and reserve your spot – (925) 447-0280.

Gardening Is Good For Your Bones
Did you know one of the ways to help maintain bone density (especially for women over 50) is gardening? A study of 3300

women, aged 50 and older, at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville was conducted on which types of weight-bearing
activities have the strongest influence on maintaining bone density. The study surveyed the subjects’ exercise activities
including yard work, calisthenics, bicycling, dancing, aerobics, swimming, jogging, walking and weight training – to bone
mass. There were two activities that were significant for maintaining healthy bone mass. One, weight training, was not a
surprise but the other, yard work, was unexpected because it had not been considered vigorous enough to be significant.

Yard work is more likely to be undertaken regularly and it carries a low risk of injury. And, because it is done outdoors,
where sunlight boost vitamin D production, it may aid the body in calcium absorption the study reports. So ladies, grab a
rake and let’s help maintain those bones!

Join us
for these

upcoming

classes
and

events!



SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item

TO RECEIVE FREE a Sample Bag of

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to
Tri Valley Haven. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good March 1-31, 2002.

HOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND US

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280
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Kiwi PKiwi PKiwi PKiwi PKiwi Pear Decorative Fear Decorative Fear Decorative Fear Decorative Fear Decorative Fragrance ragrance ragrance ragrance ragrance is a delightfully fresh, fun
fragrance created of a diverse medley of fruity scents.

The colors of the botanicals are fresh green kiwi,
pepperberry pink and cocoa brown.

2 oz. bag   (Suggested Retail of $3.99)

Kiwi PearKiwi PearKiwi PearKiwi PearKiwi Pear
Decorative Fragrance Potpourri

by

ROMATIQUE
The Creator of Decorative Fragrance


