
Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for great
gardening tips with host Jacquie
Williams-Courtright. Tune in 4 days
a week on Cable Channel 30.
Monday: 9 am & 3:30 pm, Friday:
3 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday: 7 am,
11 am & 2:30 pm.

 

Livermore-Amador Valley Garden
Club meets the first Tuesday of the
month, at 7 p.m. at Alisal School,
1464 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton,
Ca. For information call – 485-7812.
The June Meeting will feature Deb
McKay presenting “Creating
Sustainability & Spirit in the Garden.”

 

Mt. Diablo Rose Society. 2nd
Wednesday of the month, 7:30 PM in
the Pleasanton Gardens Community
Room, 251 Kottinger Dr., Pleasanton.
Call for location & details, 846-7451.

 

JOIN US FOR THE FAIR. Join us at
the Alameda County Fair this year,
June 21 - July 7. Advance ticket sales
are available now at Alden Lane
Nursery. See the article inside this
newsletter for all the details.
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DYNAMITE DAYLILIES
California’s Best Kept Secret
FREE SEMINAR: Come

learn about daylilies from
Donald Rose of Harlequin
Nursery. This Bay Area
grower raises rare and
unusual perennials and spe-
cialty plants including the hun-
dreds of Daylilies. Join us June 22nd
at 1:00 p.m. Are you looking for plants
that add pizzazz to your perennial
border, make a good showing when
planted enmasse and are easy to
adapt to your garden? Read on! One
of the best-kept secrets in the
plant kingdom is the
daylily (hemerocallis).
Quite simply put –
daylilies love our climate!
They are very tolerant of
the valley’s climatic
zones and adapt easily
to our micro climates in
our gardens.

Daylilies don’t have to star by themselves in your garden. They do nicely tucked
in with other perennials as well as by themselves. They come in a very wide range
of colors which makes them useable over and over in different sections of the
garden. You can choose dwarf or standard size and blooming times range from
spring to fall. Some are even fragrant! They grow as large clumps of arching, sword
like leaves with lily like flowers that open on a long stem. Daylilies are some of the
toughest and most pest free plants around!

Alden Lane
Nursery Hours

 

Monday – Friday
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Saturday – Sunday
8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Open every day until 6 p.m.

Aah, Construction . . .
‘Coming soon’ still applies to our new store.  The good

news is that our new spacious bathrooms are up and
running and on weekends we’re staffing the convenient
checkouts adjacent to the new parking lot.

A guess…we’ll quietly open the new store the end of
June and we’ll formally celebrate with a grand opening in
conjunction with our ‘Art Under the Oaks’ on the 13th and
14th of July.



Pot of the Month
The Three Stack Pot

Select:
• (1) 6 inch pot
• (1) 10 inch pot
• (1) 14 inch pot
• Also pick up an additional 4 inch and 6 inch pot. These will

be inverted under the top and middle pots in your stack to
elevate them.

Place the inverted 6 inch pot in the 14 inch pot and fill with
soil. Invert the 4 inch pot in the 10 inch container and fill with
soil. Stack the remaining 6 inch pot on top and fill with soil.

Your choice of plant material will depend on whether the
location of the pots is in the sun or shade. The easiest way to
plant will be to use ground covers or annuals in six packs.
Fertilize twice weekly with Maxsea Fertilizer and water three
times a week.

Kid’s Club ActivitiesKid’s Club ActivitiesKid’s Club ActivitiesKid’s Club ActivitiesKid’s Club Activities
Are you looking for something fun for your kids to do this summer? Come join in at our Kid’s Club activities. Your young

ones can go to their very own class while you browse through the garden center – in peace!

Veggie Bucket – Want to grow your very own “veggies” that you
care for, you water, you feed and then you eat? In this fun class we’ll
decorate and plant up your very own container ‘veggie bucket’. We’ll
learn about other vegetables that can grow in buckets and also about
companion plantings that grow well together like tomatoes and
marigolds. We’ll decorate with paint to personalize your ‘veggie bucket’!
How about a smiling tomato or whatever strikes your fancy.

Saturday, June 8th – 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in Kids Club area. Cost is $15
prepaid. Class limited to 15 so sign up early. Limited to ages 6 and up.

Stepping Stone - Come decorate a stepping-stone for Dad! It will
be something he will cherish for years to come. A stepping stone
decorated by a child with little pieces or memorabilia and a hand print will
capture a moment in stone to be enjoyed more and more with the
passage of time. We make the mess, your kids get to be as creative as
they wish, and we clean it up. We will have 9x9 stones poured and ready
to decorate. Bring your own decorations, or use our collection of stones,
beach glass and pottery.

Sunday, June 9th - Class starts 4:00 p.m. Cost is: $18 per stone pre-
paid. Call ahead to register and pre-pay.

Pond Building for Kids – Want to join us for a fun project you can watch all summer long. We will build your very own
water garden and learn about plants and animals that are in your pond, and how they live and work together. This class is
sure to be fun and an educational water world experience.

Saturday, June 15th – 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the Kids Club area. Cost is $25 prepaid. Class is limited to 15 so sign up
early. . Limited to ages 6 and up

Garden Art Sculpture – Back by popular request, we will be doing our garden art sculptures once again. It was great
to have the big kids (parents) and young folks enjoying their creativity together. We had so many great sculptures last year
so lets see who’s going to come up with the craziest this year. We will have some patterns if you care to choose one of
them. We will need an (big kid) adult to help cut out the artwork. We will paint our creations and take them home for our
gardens. Please allow 1-½ hours for this class.

Saturday, June 29th – 10 am. – 11:30 a.m. in the Kids Club area. Cost is $15 prepaid. Class is limited to 15 so sign up
early. Limited to ages 6 and up

Tuck plant
material in
spaces
between
pots

Use an
inverted pot
to elevate
middle and
top pots



 JULY GARDENING CALENDAR
Graduations and weddings are coming up this month! Stop by the nursery for great

gift ideas or a gift certificate.

And don’t forget Dad! Alden Lane has many wonderful gifts for him. Choose
from fragrant Citrus trees, a handy gardener’s tool belt with pockets for his tools
and gloves. Roses to perfume the garden and remind him of your love and so
much more!

Plant 4-inch vegetable plants and save several weeks of growing time.
Remember to protect them from hungry snails and slugs with Sluggo.

Control borers on shade and fruit trees with Bonide Borer/Miner Control.

Hungry tomato hornworms as well as geranium budworms and other caterpillars are ready to munch on
your garden. Control them with earth friendly Caterpillar Clobber.

Mulching makes the summer easier on your garden. It retains moisture
and helps minimize weeds. Use a 3 to 4 inch layer of Master Nursery Forest
Bark or Gold Rush for the best results.

Remember to water plants under eaves and in hidden corners. Soak hang-
ing baskets and container plants during the summer heat.

The Alameda County Fair opens June 21st, make plans to enter your
prize-winning flowers and vegetables.

Spruce up the garden with pots of red, white and blue petunias! We have
lots of instant color flowers to make holiday parties and bar be ques all the more
enjoyable. Shop early because the nursery will be closed on July 4th.

Pay a little extra attention to your roses this month by including Ortho’s
Isotox and Funginex in your regular sprayings of MaxSea and Kelp Sea Life.
Water deeply and mulch around the root zone.

Protect Japanese Maples; apply Cloud Cover to the foliage before the
end of June and then monthly thereafter to protect the leaves from moisture
loss.

Protect Your
Japanese Maples From

Summer Heat
Japanese Maples are perfectly comfortable in Portland,

Oregon where the summer sky is softened with billowy
clouds and an occasional shower. The valley’s dry climate
on the other hand calls for a bit of special protection. Our
hot, dry and sometimes windy summers can turn the leaf
edges of newly planted Japanese Maples crispy. Apply
Cloud Cover to the foliage before the end of June and
then monthly thereafter to protect the leaves from moisture
loss. Place a layer of mulch under the tree to insulate the
soil. (Keep mulch 3 to 4 inches away from trunk.) One
creative customer threaded drip irrigation tubing topped
with a mist head up into the maple’s canopy. Turned on
on hot days it provides welcome cooling.

Japanese Maples really are beautiful. No other plant
matches their fine textured foliage and flaming fall color.
Eventually your tree will acclimate and special measures
will not be needed, (especially those trees planted in a
location with afternoon wind or sun protection.)

Environmentally
Sound Controls From
Monterey Chemical

E-Rase and Take Down Garden Spray are two
environmentally sound products by Monterey Chemical.
We are happy to have them in our arsenal for the home
gardener. The first, E-Rase, can help prevent as well as
control powdery mildew. Rose and crape myrtle lovers
will surely cheer to hear that news. The main ingredient
in this wonder spray is jojoba oil. For the most effective
control a thorough coverage of the foliage is in order.
Repeat applications may be necessary every 7-14 days
and new growth will need the protection as well.

Take Down Garden Spray is a combination of long
lasting canola oil and quick acting pyrethrins that work
effectively to control insects such as aphids, beetles,
mealy bugs and caterpillars in all stages of development.
It is labeled for use on both indoor and outdoor plants as
well as vegetables and fruit trees. Both products are
available in a ready to use formulation (RTU) and a
concentrate.



No electricity needed. One of the
challenges installing a water garden is

locating a power source close enough to
plug in. 2 concepts eliminate that worry:

Oxygenating Plants
A pond needs oxygen to remain healthy and balanced.

The most common way of supplying oxygen is by running
a pump with a fountain or waterfall, but you don’t have to
let the absence of nearby power source keep you from
trying the rewarding experience of gardening in water. You
don’t have to have a pump. A small pond with some protec-
tion from afternoon sun and home for a good assortment of
plants will survive and thrive. The plants themselves release
oxygen into the water eliminating need for a pump in a small
pond and they also help shade the water so it remains cool.
Placing the pond in a location where it is blocked from the
harsh afternoon sun will also help keep the water cool and
thereby prevent an overwhelming growth of Algae. (A cool
pond is a clear pond, keep a pond cool by making it deep,
and placing it out of the way of afternoon sun and shading
some of the water surface with water plants).
Pond Aerator

Another innovative method of providing oxygen to your
pond without the trouble of having a power source installed
is by using a pond aerator. We have a pond aerator that
comes with 300 feet of hose. The aerator itself can be
plugged into an outlet in the garage and the air tubing
snaked out to the pond, hiding it discretely along the way.
Once the end of the tubing reaches the pond, it will bubble
away, providing the necessary oxygen for a pond up to 500
gallons. All this accomplished without a power source
nearby.

 There are a lot of ways to make a small pond & a lot of
plant choices to consider when filling a pond; here are a
few:
Water cannas

Bold, broad leaf plant providing a strong vertical element
in the garden. The flowers are colorful and lend a tropical
feel. Blooms from Summer through fall. Place under 2 inches
or less of water.
Parrots Feather

This is our most popular plant. Soft feathery foliage
reaches up from the water depths and floats out across the

Encourage
Beautiful Visitors to
Your Garden

Most gardeners are familiar
with the Butterfly Bush (Buddleia
davidii), and its attractiveness to butterflies.
We are happy to present the Santana Butter-
fly Bush, which has bright yellow leaf variegation and large,
deep royal purple flowers. This color combination is breath-
taking in the garden for both the gardener and the colorful
butterflies. Stop by the nursery and take a look.

Come Celebrate the Shade with the
Fern Creek collection

Leafy and lush is the best way to describe our new Fern
Creek collection. A shade garden with interesting textures
and varying shades of green can be created with ferns.
They make excellent eye catching accents in the garden
as well as back ground plants. Ferns are available in
different heights ranging from the Maidenhair fern, which is
18 inches to the Australian tree fern, which can reach a
height of 20 feet in the right conditions.
This collection will give your
garden a secluded woodsy
feel even in the middle of a
large urban area.

In the Water Garden
Water gardening is a great way to keep cool and also relax in the June heat of summer. Making a water

garden is remarkably easier than one might think. A smaller pond can be assembled in a day or a week-
end. Come in for ideas and inspiration.

surface. This plant is not only attractive; it is also an
efficient oxygenater. It provides a higher than average
amount of oxygen to the pond water and helps maintain a
balanced pond environment.
Horsetail Reed

Striking vertical, jointed foliage. This is an ancient plant,
dating to the time of the dinosaurs. Plant this botanical
wonder and wait. You are almost sure to attract a dragonfly.
Water Lilies

Certainly queen in the water garden. Water lilies provide
a long season of bloom, and also serve a valuable function,
shading the surface of the water thus keeping the algae
growth down.



An Herb Garden Adds Another
Dimension To Your Cooking!

One of the most consistent summer time activities is firing up the bar-be-que!
And this year you can tie in some yummy marinades by simply planting a variety
of herbs in the garden. One thing that will spice up your summer fixins is an herb
collection. Try grilling chicken with an oregano, chive and basil marinade or fill a
roasting chicken with rosemary, garlic and oregano. Potatoes take on an entirely
different flavor when roasted with a basting of olive oil and rosemary or chives.
Yum, yum! So take a few minutes and add herbs to the vegetable or kitchen garden.
You’ll find that their magic can add savory taste to all your cooking!

BASIL – There are so many different varieties available to plant. The Opal or
Purple Ruffle basil adds zest to bottled vinegars as well as a pretty color. Use this when
preparing fresh salad dressing. They also make a colorful accent in the flower garden.
Lemon basil is good in salads, marinades or fresh fish dishes. The most popular is sweet
basil with its fragrant leaves. Use it in pesto, sprinkle it with chopped garlic on prime rib, and use it liberally in Italian dishes.

CHIVES – This spiky plant looks like a cluster of onions. In late May it is crowned with lavender flowers. Clip and
chop handfuls of it to season potato dishes, salads, dressings, egg dishes and soups. It is one of the most versatile kitchen
herbs. You can flavor white vinegar with a few stems of this herb and enjoy it splashed over garden ripened tomatoes.

OREGANO – This pungent herb is no foreigner to cooking. Use it marinades, grind it to add to pizza, spaghetti
sauce or salad dressings. And one summer favorite is to add it with fresh basil to an oil and vinegar marinade for fresh
from the garden tomatoes, onions and cucumbers. Two good varieties to plant are the Italian and Greek.

ROSEMARY – This perennial is a “must” addition to the garden. It can be used as
a landscape shrub or groundcover depending on the variety. Plant in full sun. Shear back
its unruly growth habit to keep the plant dense and full. Keep the cuttings and use the
lamb, chicken, or roasting potatoes. It’s an excellent addition to marinade and dressings.
A pruned branch can be used as a basting brush, imparting its flavor along with the mari-
nade.

Early Summer Vegetable Gardening
June is a great month to plant a vegetable garden. Alden Lane has a good selection of

vegetable seedling starts that will help you with growing time. Stop by the nursery and let
us get you growing this season! For those gardeners who have planted their
vegetable gardens and are looking forward to tasty, mouth watering tomatoes, snappy
beans, sweet corn or crunchy peppers, take action now to improve the quality of harvest
and prolong it too!
✔ First, fertilize the vegetable garden with Master’s Tomato and Vegetable Food.

Remember it’s better to under fertilize than over fertilize. And, never feed a thirsty plant.
Water the garden thoroughly the day before feeding.
✔ Next on the list is “thinning” your seedling crops. If the lettuce, radishes, spinach,

carrots or beets have put on their second set of leaves, thin the crop by removing some
of the plants. It’s hard to do, because none of us like pulling up healthy seedlings, but thinning gives the plants room to
grow. Waiting too long will result in a reduced crop.
✔ Water established tomato plants deeply and less frequently. These plants have deep roots and frequent watering

encourages plant growth without much fruit produc-
tion. Cucumbers on the other hand need to be kept
evenly moist to help prevent them from being bitter.
✔ Train cucumbers, squash and pole beans to

climb trellises or poles to save spaces. Pick the fruit
on the small size. This will encourage greater pro-
duction, as well as give you a sweeter, milder tasting
vegetable. For tangy peppers, pick when green, or wait
until they are red for sweetness.
✔ Control garden pests before they control you!

Snails and slugs are out in force, as well as earwigs,
cutworms, whiteflies, and tomato horn worms.
Consult a California Certified Nursery Professional™
at Alden Lane Nursery for the best non-toxic control
around vegetables.

Good Garden Soil Recipe
For each 100 square feet add:
• 5 bags Master Gold Rush (10 cubic feet) or Bumper Crop
• 5 lbs. Ironite to acidify, break up clay and add iron.
• 10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food,

Master Formula 49 can be used for ground covers.
• 40 lbs. Gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds sulfur &

calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)
Mix well with your soil to an 8” depth and water well



Alameda County Fair
Plan to attend the Alameda County Fair – June 21 to July 7. Advance ticket sales are

available at Alden Lane Nursery. Buy adult tickets at the advance sale $5 (regularly $7);
youth (6-12) tickets at the advance sale $3 and seniors (62 age +) $4 every day.Or over the
internet at www. alamedacountyfair.com. Remember the fair opens on Friday! For inspiration
make sure to walk through the professional landscape gardens.

On Saturday, June 15th celebrate our region’s wine growing heritage by attending the
Annual Wine Awards Dinner at the fairground’s Palm Pavilion. Enjoy a gourmet meal
paired with winning wines of the San Francisco Bay Wine Region competition. Call 925-426-
7600 for more information and reservations.

On Thursday, June 20th attend the Annual Alameda County Fair Preview Party that
benefits Children’s Hospital. It’s a lovely evening to enjoy the just judged landscape gardens
and art display. Sip wine and sample delicious taste treats as you stroll through the beautiful
gardens and art. $30 with advanced reservations. Call Lois Cox of Children’s Hospital
Mulberry branch, 925-463-6119 to order tickets.

Enter the County Fair
Amateur Gardening Competition

ENTRY DATES TIME DELIVER TO

Rose Show
Period 1 Thursday, June 20 7 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Plaza Del Arte, (Valley Gate 12)
Period 2 Monday, July 1 7 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. “ “ “

Potted Plants - Cut Flowers, Floral Designs, Arrangements & Produce
Period 1 Saturday, June 22 7 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Ag Bldg. West end -Valley Gate 12
Period 2 Thursday, June 27 7 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. “ “ “
Period 3 Wednesday, July 3 7 a.m - 9:00 a.m. “ “ “

 Bring address labels for easy entry. Entry fee $2 per exhibitor per delivery period. All cars must be removed from the
delivery area by 10 a.m. For more details go to www.alamedacountyfair.com or call (925) 426-7611.

Remember Dad
It’s Father’s Day – June 16th

For the father that has it all, don’t give up! Here at the Alden Lane gift store we have some great
gift ideas that only a dad would enjoy! Start with one of our handsome mahogany rosewood box
collection. It’s just the thing for all those many things he keeps on his bedside table at night. The
collection continues with many more treasures including: letter openers, wood pencil boxes, a
diskette box, letter holders, and for the man who always has to know the time we have the
perfect gift for him – a group of rustic pewter desk clocks available in a range of sizes. Happy
Father’s Day.



WATERING KIT
June  2002

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Win A Watering Kit

A $70.00 Value

No purchase
necessary.
Need not be
present to win.
Drawing to be held
June 30, 2002

It’s StartingIt’s StartingIt’s StartingIt’s StartingIt’s Starting
TTTTTo Fo Fo Fo Fo Feel Likeel Likeel Likeel Likeel Like Home!e Home!e Home!e Home!e Home!

Our gift area is expanding at Alden Lane, so that only means one thing –
more room! Come see all our new additions, including a handsome collection
of furniture including kitchen tables, benches and assorted hutches. All
available for sale!

This is only the beginning, we are now introducing “baby” crawling into
our store with a variety of baby books, bibs, bottles and adorable gift sets.
Also baby Burts Bee’s is offering many different items for your baby including
diaper ointment, skin crème, buttermilk bath soak and apricot baby oil.

For all those piles of laundry, we have something that goes well with our
new collection of laundry care. Bath salts, lavender pillows and French Iron

Water can soften any laundry load, come try it out!
No home is complete without beautiful art work covering the walls, visit our new

and improved art gallery all displayed throughout the store in many different motifs
and sizes, your home won’t look the same after you hang one of these pieces.

Does your living room need an accent? Consider a lamp. We have a gorgeous collection
of lamps with a variety of shade colors and textures, perfect for either an end table, desk or mantle. A designer tip - when
it comes to lamps in a room your light should be distributed in a triangular fashion for a more even light distribution. If all
your lamps are in one place it will leave an area of the room dark. Try adjusting your lighting arrangement to a triangular
set up and see a difference. Looking forward to seeing you soon in our new and improved gift store.

Make your watering tasks easier to control with a flexible hose that is made to last a lifetime,
combined with a nozzle that gives you the best control!

The 16th Annual Art Under the Oaks is Coming!
This year’s festival will be held on July 13th & 14th from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day at Alden Lane Nursery.

✦ Over 50 artists will be demonstrating and displaying their work. A special art area will be set up
for the kids to work on their own creative side.

✦ Local wineries including Concannon, Wente, Livermore Valley Cellars, and Ivan Tamas Wineries
will be pouring tastes of area vintages.

✦ The ever-popular fruit tasting with Dave Wilson will be held. Stay tuned for more information!
✦ Music! Lots of music!! Stony Ridge Ramblers, Valley Choral, Pleasanton Community Concert

Band, Harmony Crossroads, Suzuki Strings and the Livermore Amador Symphony.
✦ Hourly prizes and a grand prize drawing for a piece of

artwork provided by the Livermore Art Association.
✦ And of course, tasty goodies that will appeal to every palette.

There’s something for everyone at Art under the Oaks.



SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item

TO RECEIVE FREE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to
local relief agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good June 1-30, 2002. No purchase necessary.

2½" HERB
PLANT

(A $2.49 value.)

HOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND US
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Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550
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