
Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for
great gardening tips with host
Jacquie Williams-Courtright. Tune
in 4 days a week on Cable Channel
30. Monday: 9 am & 3:30 pm,
Friday: 3 p.m. and Saturday-
Sunday: 7 am, 11 am & 2:30 pm.

 

PLAN TO ATTEND THE
ALAMEDA COUNTY FAIR – While
you’re there visit the landscape
gardens and floriculture areas.
They’re a great way to gather ideas
for your own garden improvement.
Remember you can actually
purchase plants and garden
accessories on closing night July 7th

from the display garden plant sale.
Bring your red wagon, baby stroller,
rolling garbage can, or dolly. The
garden gates open at 6 p.m. Be
early!

 

ART UNDER THE OAKS IS
COMING! This year’s festival will
be held on July 13th & 14th from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. Held in
conjunction with Alden Lane
Nursery and the Livermore Art
Association, over 50 artists will be
demonstrating and displaying their
work. Local wineries will be pouring
tastes of area vintages. The
ever popular fruit tasting will also
be held. Stay tuned for more
information!

 

ALDEN LANE
NURSERY HOURS

Open Every Day
from 8:30 a.m.

to 6:00 p.m.

CLOSED ON JULY 4TH!!!

JULY 2002
Serving You Since 1955

981 Alden Lane, Livermore, CA  •  www.aldenlane.com  •  (925) 447-0280

Come & Celebrate
With Us . . .

This July, Alden Lane has a very special
celebration planned. On July 13th and 14th we
will host Art Under the Oaks and the Grand
Opening of our new Garden Shop! Don’t miss
this special event!

We are so excited to announce the opening of
our new store!! As you wander through our
charming, new French Country garden shop, take
a moment to peruse our expanded selection of
gardening tools, books and supplies. Stroll
outdoors and enjoy our unique park-like setting
under century old oaks. You’ll find an extensive
selection of plants, garden accessories, with friendly, expert staff to guide you.

This weekend over 50 local artists will amaze and delight you as they
demonstrate every form of art. Local wineries will be on hand to offer tastes with
the purchase of a commemorative wine glass. Food and lemonade will also be
available for purchase. Face painting and our “Art in Motion” area
promises lots of fun for the kids. Folks of all ages won’t want to miss the popular
fruit tasting area with Dave Wilson Nursery, where summer ripening fruit is avail-
able for sampling and our pre-order forms for next year’s fruit trees will be available.
Music will fill the nursery, from piano in our new store to Dixieland Jazz and
concert bands outside. This weekend promises to deliver beautiful music every-
where in the nursery. While you are here, don't forget to enter the drawing! There
will be hourly raffles for a nursery gift certificate, and a grand prize piece of art
(valued at $200.00) awarded on Sunday.

We hope our expanded
parking, additional public
restrooms, and more check-
outs will make your shopping
experience easier. With our
newest improvements,
Alden Lane wants to inspire
you to create beauty and
magic in you own home and
garden. So come and
celebrate with us! This is
sure to be a very memorable
weekend for everyone. We
hope you’ll join us!

Mark your calendars for
July 13th and 14th from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

DON’T MISS OUR GRAND OPENING!



Cool Ideas for Your
Home This Summer

Well, now that the temperatures are rising and the heat is
on – it’s time to come inside where it is cool and rest awhile
and take in the fragrances of “Summer”. Start with Summer
Sorbet, a tart collection of lemon and lime fragrances that
scent a collection of pot pourris, votive candles, room sprays,
jar candles and adorable white wicker gift basket sets. And it
doesn’t stop there – the lemon theme goes on with a classy
assortment of lemon canister sets, plates, pitchers, art work
and much more. All in all lemon can freshen any kitchen this
summer.

Cool glassware can help “cool” down the summer
season. Available in a variety of sizes, shapes and colors in
hand blown glass containers. A TIP: glassware doesn’t have
to be used just for fresh cut flowers, you can fill them with
fresh fruit, pot pourris, rocks or marbles and even fish! Create
your own aquarium, especially for a summer cook out. Set
these vases by the swimming pool filled with fish or fruit and
you will have created a great theme for a summer party.

No summer is complete without our Palm Tree
Accessory Collection. Choose from handsome candle stick
lamps with black shades and palm trees for the neck of the
lamp. There are picture frames, tables, art work, plates and
accessories. And don’t pass up the scent of tropical fruit,
the new summer fragrance by Aromatique. It’s available in
candles and fragrances packaged in bamboo/wicker with
palm accents. Continuing the tropical theme are the
monkeys we have hanging around the store to add a special
jungle-like flair to this very tropical look. So come and cool
off with us this summer here at Alden Lane Gift Shop.

Looking forward to seeing you!
David

It’s Harvest Time!
The vegetable garden is really just getting into full swing.

There are bags and bushels of tomatoes, zucchini, string
beans, and peppers to harvest and share with family and
friends. To keep the vegetable garden healthy and thriving
follow these tips.
➥ Fertilize your summer vegetable garden routinely with

EB Stone Organic Tomato Vegetable Food to receive
the highest production possible.
➥ Maintenance on summer vegetable gardens is most

important this month. Fertilizing will keep your plants
producing right up to the cooler weather.
➥ Check for insect damage and use the appropriate

sprays. Bring a sample of the damage into the nursery
and we’ll diagnose it for you.
➥ Water should be applied as needed. Finally if the

plant is finished with its production, remove it. Leaving an
old or damaged plant will only spread diseases to the rest
of the garden.
➥ Pick vegetables when they are young. This will give

you tender vegetables and keep the flowers and produc-
tion high through the summer months.
➥ Harvest old vegetables

and discard in the trash.
➥ For moisture

retention and
weed control,
use Bumper
Crop mulch
monthly.

Fun With Fruit In Your Yard
You don’t need acres of ground to experience the taste of freshly

picked fruit. With today’s dwarf rootstocks, everyone can grow at
least one fruit tree no matter how small your yard.

Single fruit trees make wonderful accent points in a mixed
border with their spring blossom and summer fruit. Apple trees
on standard stock and persimmons make wonderful shade
trees over 30 feet tall.

Another form to consider is the espaliered or trained fruit
tree which can be grown flat against a house, wall or fence.
Branches are trained in regular patterns, usually horizontal or
fan shaped, which actually improves fruit production. We have
several beautiful apples and pears ready trained as 2 and 3 branch espaliers. or you could fan train your own cherry or
peach or even citrus tree.

Dwarf fruit trees grow very happily in large pots or half barrels. We have a selection of dwarf peaches and nectarines
that bear luscious, full size fruit. Or you might want to consider a dwarf apple tree that only reaches 6-8 feet. Of course
another popular fruit tree for pots on your patio is citrus. Lemon and lime trees do especially well in large pots and the fruits
are readily available for refreshing summer drinks.

And don’t forget fruit when looking for a vine for your arbor. Grape and kiwi vines will provide a dense coverage of large,
fresh green leaves every summer and you’ll have the added bonus of the fruits.

Fruit doesn’t have to be grown in an orchard, it doesn’t need a lot of special care and attention and what could be better
than picking your own fruit from your own tree?



House Plant Hints
The sun is much stronger now so move tender

houseplants a little further away from the burning rays.
Remember an unshaved window intensifies the heat from
the sunrays. If you are moving houseplants outside for your
and their “summer vacation”, place them in a shady spot.
Afternoon sun will do serious, if not fatal, damage to the
leaves. Watch the intended area to make sure the sun will
not openly hit the plants. Do not leave
houseplants in hot cars for any amount of time.
Take them home immediately. (The same for
nursery plants.)

Feed houseplants on a monthly basis. It’s
their biggest growing season thanks to brighter
light and more warmth. We’ve been recom-
mending VF-11 to gardeners with some terrific
results. Try some this summer. Alden Lane has a
greenhouse full of beautiful interior plants to add
to your collection or perfect for gift giving.

Use saucers to catch overflow. Suck up water with a
turkey buster and use to water other plants.

Watering
The blazing hot sun of July and a warm afternoon breeze

can pull the water out of plant life like air out of a balloon. Any
plant, but especially newly planted ones will appreciate
having water very near by. Be ready to water new plants
daily, give them a good thorough soaking, making sure their
root ball get wet from their tips to their toes. Building a berm
or basin around each plant is especially helpful. You can see
the difference between those, which do have a basin, and
those, which don’t after just a few weeks. Those which do -
flourish.

Use this guideline to build a basin around your plants.
A basin which holds one gallon of water for one gallon plants;
5 gallons of water for 5 gallon plants; and 15 gallons of
water for 15 gallon plants.

Discourage surface rooting by providing supplemental
deep waterings. We suggest three such soaks one in early
summer, one in mid summer and a third in late summer.
Starting at the trunk lay a soaker hose on the ground and
continue around the tree in spiral fashion until you get to the
drip line (the edge of the foliage down to the ground). Turn
the water on ever so slowly and let it soak for 72 hours straight.

In The Heat of the Summer .
. . Follow These Tips!

Summer gardening is a bit different here in the
Livermore Valley. There are days the cooling layer of

fog barely reaches the Oakland Hills let alone Livermore. So
take some hot weather precautions for your garden to protect

it from the withering temperatures. Glance through our checklist
for some great ideas.

This deep-water application will encour-
age roots to go down rather than up!
This is especially beneficial for lawn
trees.

Deep root watering probes like
the Ross Root Feeder are an excel-
lent way of providing moisture where
the roots can use it. Attached to a
hose, these probes are inserted into
the soil at the plant dripline. Turn the
water on slowly, let it soak for 20 to
30 minutes then move it to another site.This probe also has
the capability of feeding too. Fertilizer tablets are put into a
cartridge and dissolve with the water flow. But remember
never feed a thirsty plant.

Water your garden in the morning. Always water on a
RISING temperature. It helps to prevent fungal and bacterial
diseases in your garden. An exception would be on those
extra hot days when early evening watering is fine.

MULCH! Mulch! Mulch! Spread 3 to 4 inches of mulch
around shrubs and trees. Leave a six-inch area open around
the trunk of the tree so it can breathe. Mulching helps retain
moisture and keeps the roots cool.

Put shut-off valves on all your hoses. This way you
can turn off the water as you move from place to place.

Check the sprinklers. Replace damaged ones. Clean
out clogged heads. Adjust so they aren’t watering sidewalks
and driveways.

Use Moisture Mix potting soil when planting sunny
container plants. This special soil mix includes a water
holding polymer that will cut your watering in half. It’s great
for the plants to provide extended even moisture and great
for you... less watering to do on hot summer days. This soil
is a must in thirsty hanging moss baskets.

Water each plant thoroughly if in a container. At the
nursery we water frequently in summer heat. Correct
procedure is to water the containerized plant until the water
runs slightly over the topsides of the container and drains
out the bottom of the container.

How often do I water? This is a frequently asked
question. You are the best judge because you know the
surrounding better than we do. Test the soil around the plant.
Water thoroughly if needed. Allow the plant to go slightly
dry before watering thoroughly again. After 2 or 3 times of
following this procedure you will know the intervals of days
the plant can go without watering again.



Remember, if there is a drastic change of temperature
either way it will affect your watering schedule. As a rule of
thumb, hanging baskets need to be watered daily. In hot
spells twice a day is not overdoing it.

Add the water holding polymer, Broadleaf P-4 to all
your container plantings of flowers and shrubs. It will help
cut your watering in half.

Insect Problems
Diabrotica Beetles, known by me as

“Diabolical Beetles”, are green ladybug
look a likes.They, unlike their benevolent
orange cousins are plant eaters and are
out in force.Their favorite food: tender flower
petals! The low key soap insecticides are

like bubble bath to these well-protected beetles. Use
Master Nursery Rose and Flower Insect Spray for orna-
mentals or Master Nursery Tomato and Vegetable Spray
for edibles.These are enhanced as are other sprays by
adding two ingredients. For each gallon of spray use one-
half tablespoon of Master’s Spreader Sticker to help the
spray coat the plant and 1 tablespoon of any flavor vinegar
which will stabilize the spray and keep it active for a full
week if not washed off.

Protect your plants from hungry caterpillars. Tiny
petunia and geranium budworms (produced by those
seemingly harmless little white Millers that flit around your
garden) and giant tomato hornworms are easy to control with
earth friendly products. A bacteria called Bacillus thuringiensis
provides you with “smart” biological control. The bacteria
selects only caterpillars as its target. Look for Caterpillar
Clobber or Caterpillar Killer. Twice a week applications
for three weeks should do the trick.

Lawns
Is your lawn looking a little rough? Water, fungus dis-

ease or root eating lawn moth larvae could be the reason.
To short cut the diagnosis bring a lawn sample into us so
the experts on hand can trouble shoot the problem. The
ideal sample should be four to six inches in diameter and at
least two inches thick. The piece should represent both good
and bad so we can see the progress of the problem.

Set your lawn mower higher. Use 2 to 2½ inches for
blue grass lawns, 2½ to 3 inches for fescue, and 1 inch for
warm season lawns such as Bermuda and zoysia.

Keep lawn mower blades sharp.
Lengthen time between watering lawns. As we have

all come to realize, lawns will stay green without copious
amounts of water.

Here are some quick checks you can make to help
your lawn:

1. Dig down and check the soil moisture. If you’re
find that the soil is dry in some spots and wet in
others audit your sprinkler system.

2. Grip a handful of brown lawn and tug. If the piece
pulls up like a piece of carpet you more than likely
have an insect problem. There are chemical and
biological remedies for lawn moth larvae.

3. If it’s not a lack of water and not insects it’s
probably fungus. An expert’s eyes are best here
to prescribe just the right medication. Bring a
sample in for diagnosis. Make sure your sample
includes the roots as well as the tops, dig up a
piece a sod from the edge of a trouble spot so
both the healthy grass as well as the unhealthy
are included in the sample.

Fertilizing and Spraying Plants
Never, ever fertilize or spray a dry plant. Plants should

be watered thoroughly 24 to 48 hours in advance of fertil-
izer or insecticide applications because dry plants will burn
if there isn’t enough moisture in the plant.

The addition of one tablespoon of Master Nursery
Soil Penetant per gallon of water will break down the crust
that sometimes develops on the top of the soil during the
summer. Fertilizers and systemic controls will have a
better chance to reach the root area if Soil Penetrant is
used. A shot in the arm for your lethargic lawn is Master
Nursery Liquid Gold. Gentle enough to use in the summer
heat, Liquid Gold combines a good fertilizer with soil penetrant
to reach the roots of your lawn and give it a mid summer
boost.

Build basins around shrubs, trees and even around
vegetables that need wide spacing. This will keep water,
fertilizers and insecticides where they are needed. It will
also promote a deep soaking for the plants and prevent run
off.

Summer Tips (cont.)



Join Us For Art Under the Oaks
Alden Lane Nursery and Livermore Art Association present the

Sixteenth Annual Art Under the Oaks!!!

Stroll through the oaks and enjoy the talents of
local artists nestled among the flowers, demonstrating

their skills. Enjoy painting in all medias, jewelry
making, sculpture, seaweed baskets, fiber arts, and
much more! All artists will have works for sale or on

display for your enjoyment and purchase. Remember
the admission is free! The parking is free! And the

shuttle available from the parking area to the nursery
is free!

While you’re at the nursery be sure to take in
these great activities:

✷ Kids Art in Motion Area: Hey kids – drop by
and get your face painted while you’re at Art
Under the Oaks. You can also participate in

the ‘art in motion’ while you’re here. It’s
painting for kids of all ages.

✷ Juicy Fruit Tasting with the fruit tree experts
from Dave Wilson Nursery. Pick out your favorites and

we’ll have order forms ready for you to
start your backyard orchard.

✷ Enjoy some wonderful music through out the
day. (See the next page for a schedule.)

✷ Don’t forget Del’s Famous Lemonade to
quench your thirst. It’s mouth-watering lemonade.
✷ A grand prize of original art (worth $200.00)

will be raffled off on Sunday at 4 p.m. No
purchase necessary to enter. There will be hourly

drawings for $25 gift certificates. So mark your
calendars and join us for special fun and festivities.

Enjoy the Sounds of Music –
Something for Everyone

Saturday and Sunday – July 13 & 14 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Join us at Art Under the Oaks and enjoy the strains of fine music provided by these groups.

✦ The Stony Ridge Ramblers is a group of volunteer musicians that play for the enjoyment of any that would listen, as
well as personal satisfaction. The Ramblers play classic Dixieland arrangements ranging from upbeat melodies to blues. The
group was formed by the original owners of the Stony Ridge Winery in 1983 to enliven the opening of their tasting room in
Pleasanton. Although no longer affiliated with the winery the group continues to present the sounds of Dixieland throughout
the Valley. For more information call 449-0908.

✦ Pleasanton Community Concert Band was formed in 1975 as part of the city of Pleasanton’s Bicentennial Celebration.
It has continued as a volunteer, non profit organization ever since. Its members are a group of 50 volunteer musicians under
the leadership of Bob Williams. Activities include public concerts, support of community events, and opportunity for local
musicians to develop their talents. For further information contacts 846-5897 or 449-0908.

✦ Suzuki School of Livermore is an educational, non profit organization providing over 16 years of after school enrich-
ment courses in Livermore and more recently in Pleasanton. Under the direction of Goran Berg, the group has nearly doubled
in the past seven years. It now offers instruction in violin, viola, and cello to students as young as three years old. There are
presently 60 students in the program ranging in age from 3 to 18 years old.



✦ The Valley Choral Society is in its
39th season. A not for profit adult chorus
that performs three major concert series
each season which include a major choral
work, well loved carols at Christmas and a
lighter concert each spring. VCS also has
a Music in the Schools program which
tours a musical play each year to Tri-Valley
schools. This program exposes children to
live performances, featuring costumes,
scenery and good singing. The chorus is
directed by John Emory Bush and
accompanied by Daniel Glover.

✦ Harmony Crossroads Chorus is an
award winning Pleasanton-based chapter
of the Sweet Adelines International offering
a warm, supportive environment for women
in the Tri-Valley area who want to develop
their musical skills. This cappella chorus
performs at numerous local events in the
valley including Art in the Parks, and the
Alameda County Fair. They are available
for performances and can provide full
chorus productions or quarters singing
jazz, Broadway tunes, rock n roll, big band
and blues – all arranged in 4-part Barber-
shop harmony. This chapter of the Sweet
Adelines was established in 1993. The
chorus has been the Regional Small
Chorus Champion four times in the past
eight years.

✦ Livermore-Amador Symphony
was established in 1963 with the goal of
presenting musical programs of cultural
and educational value. In addition, annual
scholarships are presented to local high
school seniors who have played with the
Symphony. The success of the orchestra is
the work of many hands, both on the stage
and behind the scenes. These dedicated
workers have made the Livermore-Amador
Symphony a vital part of the cultural life of
the valley.

Art Under The Oaks Fruit Tasting
Join us on July 13th & 14th from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at a fruit tasting.
Taste new varieties available this year, varieties you never find in
stores and old time favorites. Bring all your fruit tree questions to
Alden Lane Nursery and Dave Wilson Nursery staff . . . And bring

your appetite for delicious fruit tasting.

SATURDAY, JULY 13TH
11:30 a.m. to 12 noon
Harmony Crossroads

12:00 noon to 12:30 p.m.
Pot of Gold

12:30 to 1:00 p.m.
Harmony Crossroads

1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Suzuki  Music School of Livermore

2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Stony Ridge Ramblers

SUNDAY, JULY 14TH
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Livermore/Amador Symphony

12:30 to 1:00 p.m.
Valley Choral

1:30 to 4 p.m.
Pleasanton Community
Concert Band

The Schedule of Music



CRAPE MYRTLE
July  2002

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Win A 5 Gallon Crape Myrtle
Win this 5 gallon Crape Myrtle (tree form) plus planting supplies.

Just the perfect tree for a small garden or patio . . . or a flowerful
accent in the garden. Just the perfect tree for the Livermore Valley.

It loves hot sun and blooms bountifully.

.

• 1 bag (2 cubic feet) Planting Mix
• Stakes
• Master Start Fertilizer

• 2 Agriform Planting Tablets

A $60.00 Value
No purchase necessary.
Drawing to be held July 31, 2002

Bring on the Heat – It’s Crape
Myrtle Weather

Some plants perform best when the heat is on. In weather that
steams sidewalks these trees bloom forth with continued strength
reveling in the sun and heat. They are summer show offs.

One of the showiest summer bloomers is the Crape Myrtle. In
full bloom this striking shrub/tree almost radiates color, sporting a
full head of crinkled, “crape” like blooms in various shades, and
there are more talents to this tree. Earlier in the year Crape myrtle
gives another show when the new foliage breaks with a coppery
red tone; and as the season progresses, the bark often splits to
reveal a spring pink undercoat. In autumn its handsome green
foliage changes to either red orange or maroon before dropping to
the ground.

It is however, the mass of summer blooms, which makes Crape
Myrtle really worth growing. They range in a variety of colors from
white, pink, and lavender to almost brilliant red. For those who
prefer pink try Seminole which is a medium pink or Peppermint
Lace which is pink with a white edge. If it’s white you like, ask for
Natchez white. Catawaba produces a strong, deep purple and for
a hot pink choose Watermelon Red.

This season we have a new brilliant red crape myrtle called
“Dynamite”. Its cherry red flowers, crimson buds and leaves will leave
no doubt that it will create an eye catching display in your garden.
As the red flowers age they will create an explosion of color.

If powdery mildew has been a problem in the past on your crape
myrtle fear no longer! These mildew resistant varieties are avail-
able now in good supply. ‘Muskegee’ has a bright lavender pink
blossom and produces the most brilliant fall colors of scarlet, or-
ange and yellow. ‘Tuscarosa’ is more upright and produces Coral
Red blossoms huge flower trusses. ‘Zuni’ has glossy green foliage
with dark lavender purple blossoms.

For smaller spaces use the “Petite Series” crape myrtle bushes
and patio trees. Petite Embers, Plum, Orchid, Snow and Pinkie
are some of the colorful possibilities! Any of these varieties will add
an abundance of color to your summer time landscape.

Aaahhh sum-
mer! The living is
so much easier
then the December days when the nights close in at
5 p.m. Summer is definitely the time to enjoy your
garden and patio. July is the summer midpoint and
a good time to take a second look at those flowerbeds
– do they need a face-lift? We have just what you
need in the blooming department.

Asters. Plant in full sun or light shade. Choose
pastels of blue, pink, white or mixed color packs.

Celosia. Sun lovers with plumed flowers. Color
available includes: red, yellow, coral, apricot and
mixed flats.

Marigolds. This hardy annual is available in low,
medium and tall varieties. There are single and
double flowers. Color ranges include: red, yellow,
orange and bicolored. Full sun.

Petunias. Cascading and upright varieties.
Double and single flowers. The petunia is a versatile
selection for your sunny flowerbeds. A full range of
colors is available.

Vinca rosea. A bright sun lover available in a
range of pastel to deeper petal colors. These annuals
thrive in the heat and produce a multitude of flowers
summer through the fall.

Zinnias. An excellent cut flower. Loves the full
sun. Full range of heights and colors available.

Heat
Loving
Color

for
July



SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON
Present This Coupon & A Canned Food Item

TO PICK UP A PACKET OF

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to
local relief agencies. One coupon per family, please!

Offer Good July 1-31, 2002.

APRICOT MINT
AROMATIQUE

BATH
ASSORTMENT

Pick up your scented packet
of this wonderful

summer fragrance today.

(A $2.40 value.)

HOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND USHOW TO FIND US

IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280
Change Service Requested

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT #274
Livermore, CA

Alden Lane Nursery will be closed the Fourth of July. Remember to shop early for your holiday flowers!
And Happy 12th anniversary to Tom and Jacquie!


