
Announcements
Watch the Valley Gardener for great
gardening tips with host Jacquie
Williams-Courtright. Tune in 4 days
a week on Cable Channel 30.
Monday: 9 am & 3:30 pm, Friday:
3 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday: 7 am,
11 am & 2:30 pm.

 

Livermore-Amador Valley Garden
Club meets the first Tuesday of the
month, (this year it will be the second
Tuesday in January because the first
Tuesday is New Year’s Day), January
8th “Growing Wine in Your Garden”
with Gloria Taylor of Retzlaff Winery &
February 5th “New Plants in the
Industry” by Monrovia, and March 5th

“Vegetables From A to Z” by retired
Master Gardener, Mr. Jochim at 7
p.m. at Alisal School, 1454 Santa Rita
Rd, Pleasanton, Ca. For more
information call Bev at 485-7812.

 

Mt. Diablo Rose Society, 2nd

Wednesday of the month, 7:30 p.m.
at Pleasanton Gardens, 829-4929.

 

Remember Seed Potatoes are
available this month. Choose red,
white and russet, purple and yellow
varieties.

 

Don’t miss our new shipment of
Vietnamese pots. These beautiful
highly glazed pots come in shades of
blue and a wide range of shapes and
sizes. Excellent for porch, patio or
indoor locations.
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Lift Your Spirits by
Creating a Winter

Fantasy in your Garden
By Steve Campbell

Yes! It really is possible to put some pizzazz into your winter
garden landscape. There are some real noteworthy plants that
will bud and bloom beginning in January and really show their
glory in February. Here are a few of my favorites.

Hardenbergia violacea also known as the Happy Wanderer is
the best winter blooming vine. This sun lover blooms from late
December through March with cascading lilac purple blooms. There
are also white and rose colored varieties. The purple variety I have
nicknamed the Royal Cloak of the winter garden. Nothing beats
this evergreen winter blooming vine.

Another Alden Lane favorite is Spirea prunifolia also known as
Shoe Button Spirea, which blooms in February with a huge show
of white flowers covering the whole plant.

Camellias of all sizes and varieties will add a profuse show of
large blossoms during the coldest of winters. Pinks, reds, whites
and combinations of colors will give those shady areas of the
garden a bright patchwork of color.

Daphne odora is one of the classic winter blooming and
extremely fragrant plants. When you pass by this small to medium
sized shrub and catch a whiff of its pervasive floral perfume I
guarantee it will put a smile on your face and you will look forward
to its bloom period year after year. Daphne works great as a
container plant in terra cotta and wood, which enables the roots to
breath. As a container plant you can bring it right up to the front
door so you can enjoy it’s heavenly fragrance.

With so many winter blooming plants available it really is possible
to create a winter fantasy in your garden. In between the showers
please stop by to see the latest displays of winter blooming
landscape plants and don’t forget to smell the daphne.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY
HOURS

8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. except
February 4th - 8th & 11th - 15th.

We will open a half hour later
(at 9:00 a.m.) to accommodate

staff training time.



Plan Ahead For a Colorful Summer . . .
Just Add Bulbs to Your Garden

Splashes of bright color can be added to your summer gardens by planting
summer blooming bulbs in February and early March. You can guarantee
yourself a glorious summer filled with many cut flower bouquets. Some summer
blooming favorites  are Gladiolus, Dahlias, and Tuberous Begonias. Gladiolus
and Dahlias are sun lovers. Their bright and dramatic colors make great garden
accents for the long, hot summer days. If you plant the Gladiolus every two
weeks you will have cut flowers through the summer. Tuberous Dahlias are
available in different heights and flower forms. Dahlia tubers get bigger every
year and provide a larger and more vivid show.

If you have a shady spot in the garden that needs cheering up consider using
hybrid Begonias. These Begonias are available in hanging basket and upright
varieties. There are also different flower forms available: doubles, and singles
are just two to consider. Come by and see the selection.

Tiny, Bell-Shaped Flower Clusters of “Lily of the
Valley” are also in Great Demand. Known as “pips”, baby
root sections of this fragrant favorite grow so well they often
bloom before they are planted. Water Lily of the Valley pips
and provide some warmth and light, and these cuties will
sprout and bloom within just 3 or 4 short weeks.

Enjoy their fragrant bloom again next spring. Plant out in
the yard, and watch them multiply before they bloom again
next spring! These often come into the nursery and are
sold out before some gardeners even have a chance to
buy one. Come in and pay to reserve yours soon. Many
additional summer blooming bulbs arrive between late
January and mid March. Come in to view our selection of
gladiolus, begonias, dahlias and more.

Fragrant Flowers of Tuberose make this bulb a hot
commodity. Come in to reserve your share. Tuberose
rhizomes, (bulbs) arrive early spring, but their popularity
and short window of availability leave some people empty
handed or wanting more. This year we are reminding you
early, and taking pre-paid reservations to make sure all who
plan ahead get their share of this unique, fragrant plant.

White flowers on slender 20-inch stems are among the
most potent fragrant plants we know of. Sweet and vanilla
like. One or two tuberose plants will provide aroma-therapy
for a full patio. Plant them in pots so they can be brought in
under cover when temperatures dip below freezing. Come
in to reserve yours now.

Grow Your Own “Aroma Therapy”
Here Are Two Favorites Bulbs That Are Often Hard to Find

DON’T FORGET THIS
GREAT TREAT!!
Have you tried growing potatoes yet?

Enjoy superb flavor by growing your own! The smooth,
buttery flavor can’t be beat and is far superior to commer-
cially grown potatoes. Commercial growers force their spuds
with extra fertilizer and water for maximized yield. When
you grow your own, you can control the amount of fertilizer
and water they get and you can harvest them fresh. So
they have superior texture and flavor.

Among the popular potatoes in stock this month and next,
red has definitely been the favorite, but yellow is also grow-
ing in popularity. (For good reason.) Whatever potato you
choose, whether one that is familiar or new, you will be
pleased with the fruit of your labors when harvest time
comes.

CRABGRASS ALERT!
Prevent this noxious weed in January

Crabgrass is an annual weed common in lawns. It’s pale
green-yellow foliage spreads through your darker green lawn,
spoiling the uniform good looks. Crabgrass dies with the
onset on cold weather, leaving seeds that will sprout as the
spring weather warms the soil. January and February are the
months to prevent crabgrass from sprouting in your lawn.
Applying Master’s Lawn Fertilizer Plus Crabgrass Control
now will prevent crabgrass seeds from sprouting.

Plant your potatoes in soil that has been well prepared,
rich in organic matter. Master Nursery Planting Mix worked
into the soil 50/50 makes a rich planting bed. Potatoes are
like a fertilizer high in phosphorus to promote root growth.
We recommend Masters 10-10-10. We also recommend
adding Ironite to balance the soil PH. Come in and pick up
a filer for complete planting instructions.

More News from the Nursery



SMALL TREES, BIG FRUIT
Techniques aim at making the most of tiny backyards

Alden Lane’s 2001 Fruit Tree selection has arrived. Our customers and sales staff have been using high
density planting techniques to accomplish the following with great success:

Plant many varieties in a small space • Summer pruning for size control

Successive Ripening = Choosing fruit tree varieties that ripen during different months of the year.

There are wonderful health benefits to homegrown tree ripened fruit. Remember our
national health campaign, “Five fruits and vegetables a day.”

10' x 10' Area
Four trees in one hole, 18" apart

8' x 9' Area
Two trees in one hole,

18" apart

5' x 10' Area
Two trees espaliered

10' x 30' Area
12 trees in a
hedgerow, 30"
apart. (Or
plant three
sets of four
trees in one
hole.)

12' x 20' Area
Two sets of four trees in one hole. In
each set, plus two espaliered trees.

11' x 30' Area
12 trees in a
hedgerow, 30"
apart, plus
three
espaliered
trees.

Top 20 Varieties 1993-2001
California Taste Tests

1. Arctic Joy Nectarine
2. Flavor King Pluot
3. Dapple Dandy Pluot
4. Flavor Supreme Pluot
5. Van Cherry
6. Arctic Supreme White Peach
7. Heavenly White Nectarine
8. Craig’s Crimson Cherry
9. Arctic Glow White Nectarine

10. O’Henry Peach
11. Hosui Asian Pear
12. Arctic Rose White Nectarine
13. Fantasia Nectarine
14. Emerald Beaut Plum
15. Arctic Blaze Nectarine
16. Pink Lady Apple
17. Fuji Apple
18. Burgundy Plum
19. Double Delight Nectarine
20. Blenheim Apricot

10' x 20' Area
Two sets of four trees in one hole. In

each set, trees 18" apart



The first tree to bloom is a lesser known flowering cherry called Prunus campanulata or Taiwan
flowering cherry. By January its pendulous bell shaped buds are showing a bright purplish pink
display of color. This graceful, slender, upright growing tree can find a place in any size garden to
add a surprise burst of color in mid winter. The Blireiana flowering plum has a little later bloom,
but by late February this beautiful small tree looks like pink cotton candy come rain or shine.
Millions of double, fragrant flowers will give you a month of spectacular color. One of my favorites
are the Deciduous flowering magnolias that often are grown as spectacular multi trunked
specimens. One of the first varieties to bloom is Magnolia x.s. ‘Alexandrina’ and with its deep

purplish pink outside and white inside coloration will really catch your eye.

Alden Lane is the Bay Area’s best tree source for small patio
or container trees all the way up to large specimens to create

a statement and focal point in your landscape.

JANUARY & FEBRUARY
GARDENING CALENDAR

On Sunday, March 10th the Northern California Daffodil Society Show will take
place at Alden Lane Nursery. Groom those blooms to enter on Saturday a.m March 9th.
Mark your calendars now and watch for more details in the next newsletter.

Move your living tree outdoors. Care for other holiday gift plants such as azaleas
and camellias by placing them outside where they will thrive in cooler temperatures. (Call
local scout troops for Livermore cut Christmas tree recycling information – 454-9746 or 454-9577.

Continue pruning fruit trees, roses and other deciduous trees and shrubs. January is ideal as most trees
are in a dormant state. WARNING: Do not prune spring blooming shrubs and trees such as lilac, quince,
flowering cherry etc. until the blooming period is over.

Think strawberry shortcake! This is the month to set out perennial vegetables and
fruits. Try strawberries, rhubarb, raspberry, blackberry and many other cane fruits. If you
like asparagus and artichokes we have starts for those too.

Keep your New Year’s Resolution…to join the Livermore-Amador Valley Garden
Club (485-7812) and the Mt. Diablo Rose Society (829-4929). Call to join and check coming
events.

This is the perfect month for planting bareroot! Consult your favorite California Cer-
tified Nursery Professional at Alden Lane Nursery for suggestions on choosing the best
variety of fruit tree for your garden. You can select fruit and shade trees, and flowering
shrubs and trees for planting this month.

Every garden needs a rose. It’s the queen of the garden, noted for both its beauty and fragrance. Join
use for our annual rose care clinic on Saturday & Sunday, January 12th & 13th, 2002 at 10 a.m. on Saturday with
David Lowell & 1 p.m. on Sunday with Ken and Judy Jones.

Set out winter blooming annuals for a garden filled with blooming color. Choose primroses, pansies,
Iceland poppies and more. Check with the staff!

Remove old flowers on camellias and azaleas to reduce the chance of petal blight.

February is the last month for dormant spray. Apply MASTERCOP plus SPRAY GRIP.
Spray at the “pink bud” stage. This is when the flower buds just start to show color at the tip of
the bud. Generally this occurs sometime between the second and third weeks of February. For
peaches and nectarines spray again at ¾ petal fall. This stage is the best time to control Peach
Leaf Curl. NOTE: If it should rain within 24 hours of application then reapply material. Rain can
make your treatment spotty at best.

If you like lots of cut flowers in the summer to decorate your home plant summer
blooming bulbs this month. Choose vivid gladiolus, vibrant tuberous begonias, and

dahlias. We have a wide variety of lilies.

Apply crabgrass control this month. Use an application of Master
Nurserymen’s Lawn Fertilizer Plus Crabgrass Control.



Roses Brighten Every Blooming Day!
If you like roses (and who doesn’t?), you can thank Empress Josephine, the wife

of Napoleon for their popularity. She is the one who almost single handedly restored
the rose to its rightful place of honor in the garden. But where can you find quality
rose plants these days? Right here at Alden Lane Nursery!

We purchase only the finest and largest top quality roses available. Once the
roses arrive at the nursery they are immediately planted with a quality blended soil
mix. This ensures proper root protection, a successful transplant and early
establishment. A slow release fertilizer is also added to maximize healthy growth and bloom.

By providing the best in quality and experience we can supply you with the finest roses available in the greater Bay Area.
Stop by Alden Lane this month and choose some of the new introductions and All American Rose Selection winners to grace
your garden through the coming years. Here are the two AARS Winners for 2002:

Love and Peace™: This striking rose will stand out in your garden as well as bouquets. Highly tolerant to mildew
and blackspot, Love and Peace™ is a perfect addition to your cutting garden. Once you see the 5 inch blooms and
smell its fruity scent, you’ll understand why it’s one of the 2002 AARS winners.

Starry Night™ The large clusters of pure white single flowers will stay white until they fall to the ground. Once
Starry Night begins to bloom it will flower all season.

Give Your Roses Some Zing For Spring
with Dave’s Fertilizer Program

This recipe will catapult your roses into glorious bloom and luxuriant growth.

For use on established roses only (those planted for at least
6 months – not new transplants.) Feed your established
roses in February and August with:

12-12-12 ½ cup
Bone Meal or Superphospate ½ cup

* Sulfur ½ cup
Epsom Salts 2 tablespoons

To supply sulfur use one of the following products: Iron
Plus, Ironite or Soil Sulfur. Note iron containing products
can stain, wash off adjacent paving after application.

Sprinkle these four ingredients around each rose and
mix into soil if possible. Then sprinkle: Chicken Fertilizer
1 shovel full around each rose and water all in.

 A 1 inch mulch layer may be put around your roses to
conserve water and insulate roots from summer heat.
However to encourage early bloom delay mulching until
after the soil has been warmed by spring temperatures.

Feed March, July and September with Master’s Rose
Food.

Remember … never feed a thirsty plant. Water well
the day before, feed and water in.

Do not combine this recipe with systemic rose fertilizer. It poses a serious health risk to pets if ingested.

Red Means Valentines!
Alden Lane has the perfect blooming gift that can be enjoyed for years to come. This

year we have a wonderful selection of one and five gallon budded and blooming camellias
and azaleas . . . lots of deep red varieties are available for your sweetheart or you can
try one of the many different varieties that come in shades of white, pink, or different
combinations of all the colors. And don’t forget we also have an assortment of blooming
bulbs, baskets of violets, cyclamen and lush house plants – perfect for your Valentine.
Our complimentary foil and bow are always available for any living gift. Happy
Valentines Day!

BUY TICKETS HERE!
San Francisco Flower & Garden Show

March 20-24, 2002 at the Cow Palace
Wednesday & Thursday 9 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. • Friday & Saturday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Sunday 9 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
$15.00 Pre-show tickets available until March 19th • $18.00 at the door • Avoid long ticket lines - buy early!

For group and children’s tickets, please call 800-569-2832
“Ride Share” - Join an Alden Lane Bus Tour to the show. Call 925-447-0280 for information.



Rose Pruning & Care Workshop
Growing Roses In the Livermore Valley –

Join these Experts For Tips
Mark your calendars for January 12th & 13th

so you’ll be able to join us for a dynamic presen-
tation by All American Rose Selections (AARS)
Consulting Rosarians: David Lowell and Ken &
Judy Jones. David will be at Alden Lane Nursery
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, January 12th and Jones’
will be here at 1 p.m. on the 13th to talk about
care for the most popular flower in America: the
rose. They will cover the best varieties for the
Livermore Valley as well as proper pruning tech-
niques, feeding and general care.

Rose and Grape Pruning Classes
If you can’t make it that weekend join us January 26th at Concannon

Vineyard for tips on rose and grape pruning. The rose seminar will
take place from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. with Ken & Judy Jones. And at
2:30-4:00 p.m. for grape pruning tips with Concannon experts.
Concannon Winery is located at 4590 Tesla Road, Livermore.

Fruit Tree Pruning
Are you uncertain as to which branch to prune on which fruit tree?

Or whether they should be pruned at all? Join us on January 27th and
again February 10th at 1:00 p.m with our resident expert Steve
Campbell. You will learn about pruning techniques, and tree selection.

Pruning 101
On Saturday, February 9th at 10 a.m. join Jacquie for general pruning

techniques that will make you a master in the garden.

Upcoming Classes
Call 447-0280 to reserve space for these free events.

Basic Pruning Technique
Visit the Alden Lane Web Page

for helpful pruning basics and an illustrated guide.
Pruning time is here again, and people are asking the inevitable questions: what, when, why

and how should I prune? In addition to several pruning classes (mentioned above), the Alden
Lane Nursery web page has some helpful pruning information.

Log on to www.aldenlane.com and click “Garden Guide”.

Make a Primrose and Cyclamen Moss Basket

Pot of the Month

You will need:
3 cell packs of mix colored primroses
5 – 4 inch cyclamen
1 – cell pack Silver Thyme
1 – 16 inch wire basket and hanger
1 – 820 cubic inch bag of Green Moss
1 – I cu. ft. bag of Master Nursery Moisture Mix
1 – box of Osmocote (14-14-14) Fertilizer

• Attach the wire hanger securely to the basket. Bend all
the wires at one time to ensure that the basket hangs
straight.
• Soak the sphagnum moss in water and Master Nursery
Soil Penetrant. Try to keep large pieces intact.
• Line the basket with moss, working from the bottom up in
a spiral pattern and overlapping edges.

• Put about 2 inches of Master Nursery Moisture Mix into
the basket.
• Poke your fingers through the moss wall at the soil level,
making a hole large enough to insert a root ball. (Spread
the wire if necessary).
• Ease the plant’s (well watered) root ball in from the out-
side, through the moss wall and into the basket. Move 4-5"
farther along the circumference of the basket and repeat
this process, until you have ringed the basket with plants.
• When the first row of plants is in place, cover the roots
with 1-2" of soil. Tamp down gently and then sprinkle with
about 1 teaspoon of Osmocote fertilizer over the soil.
• Add plants, soil & fertilizer in this manner to
within two inches of the basket’s lip.
• Finally, add soil to 1 inch from the top.
Space three or four plants over the
basket’s surface. Sift soil in among
the roots and firm it in place with
your fingers.
• Water thoroughly
• Place the basket in a morning
shade location.

Fun and easy to create, decorative
moss baskets may be made to
serve many purposes. This month
we are going to create a Primrose
and Cyclamen basket that will
bloom through April.



Congratulations to Mamie Kristovich of Livermore on winning our Thanksgiving turkey giveaway.
We hope it made your holidays happy!

Decorating Tips From David
Does your house seem a little bare now that the tree and all the trimmings are put away? Maybe it is time to add a new color

to the family room or living area, before you try to fill the empty spaces. Just a few tips on color when deciding what to choose:
remember one room cannot handle too many color properties (dark, light, bright, muted or a color of many hues). Try to stay
in a color family or just a single color for a room. If you do choose to do a contrast the colors should be the same intensity –
either on the bright side or the muted side. The most common mistake made by people choosing colors when painting the
walls, installing carpet or draperies, or buying new fabric for upholstering the furniture is that they ignore the intensity of color.
So before you get that brush and pick the paint keep these suggestions in the back of your mind so you won’t have any
surprises when you are finished. Happy painting!

David

Happy New Year From the
Gift Shop at Alden Lane!

Now that 2002 is here, it’s time to finish up with all the holiday cleaning,
getting the kids back in school and making new goals for yourself in this new
year. One goal that should be at the top of the list is to “pamper
myself”. There is no better way to do this than lying down in a hot steamy
bath and relaxing to soothing music, candle light, with a beautiful
collection of bath soaps. We are introducing our newest bath and body collection
“Just Add Water”. It comes in three fragrances, which add to any relaxing
atmosphere. No bath is complete without an herbal contour neck wrap to comfort
your head in the bath. This is a must have!

We look forward to seeing you all here to find these comfy products for yourself.
David will be at the market in Atlanta this month finding products and collections that will inspire you all year long. May you
all have a very happy & prosperous 2002!

ROSE FEEDING
February  2002

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

City: ________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________

Drawing to be held February 28, 2002.
No purchase necessary. Need not be present to win.

Win A
Rose Feeding Plan

This February
(1) 10 lb. 12-12-12 Fertilizer
(1) 8 lb. Bone Meal
(1) 4.5 lb. Iron Plus
(1) 5 lb. Epsom Salt
(1) 30 lb. Chicken Fertilizer

A $45 value
(Please see recipe in this issue)

MULTI-GRAFT TREE & SUPPLIES
January  2002

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

City: ________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________

Drawing to be held January 31, 2002.
No purchase necessary. Need not be present to win.

Win A Multi-Graft
Fruit Tree & Planting
Supplies In January

Now you can grow more than one variety of fruit tree in
your garden, all in the space of one tree! We are offering a

large selection of multi-grafts this year. You’ll be able to
select one when you win this month’s contest!

A Bare Root Multi-Graft Fruit Tree
1 cu. Master Nurserymen Planting Mix
2.5 lb. Master Nurserymen Bone Meal

A $50 value
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IMPORTANT!
Time Critical

Please Deliver Promptly

981 Alden Lane
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 447-0280
Change Service Requested
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Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief agencies.
One coupon per family, please! Offer Good February 1-28, 2002.

Present this Coupon & A Canned Food Item
TO RECEIVE FREE

SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON
FOR FEBRFOR FEBRFOR FEBRFOR FEBRFOR FEBRUUUUUARARARARARYYYYY

SPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPONSPECIAL COUPON
FOR JFOR JFOR JFOR JFOR JANUANUANUANUANUARARARARARYYYYY

12 Gladiolus Bulbs
Mixed Colors!

($2.49 value)

Present this Coupon & A Canned Food Item
TO RECEIVE FREE

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief agencies.
One coupon per family, please. Offer Good January 2-31, 2002.

A 2" HOUSEPLANT
($1.79 value)


